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Mack, Janet

Subject: Atlantic Coast Pipeline
Location: 5th Floor Board Room, Green Square

Start: Thu 9/14/2017 2:30 PM
End: Thu 9/14/2017 3:30 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Meeting organizer

Organizer: Webster, Timothy J
Required Attendees: Eudy, Ken; White, Julia W; Owen, Jenni; Holman, Sheila; Kelley, Mary P; Nicholson, John 

A.; Lane, Bill F; Michael S Regan (Michael.Regan@ncdenr.gov)
Optional Attendees: Tarr, Jeremy M

 



From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: ACP
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 6:54:00 PM
Attachments: ACP Mitigation Options.docx
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Here you go
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov

Possible ACP Mitigation Options

1. Community Investments

a. Weatherization, lighting replacement projects, or performance contracting at schools and state owned buildings to lower energy costs

b. Assist small and rural communities for emergency response infrastructure (Local volunteer fire departments do not have training and equipment to respond to possible incidents involving gas pipeline especially near compressor stations. They will need the resources to purchase gas sensing equipment, help training personnel on emergency response preparedness, reverse 911 call systems, and announcement warning systems

c. Grid investments along the route, especially broadband

d. Invest in community solar projects to offset energy costs 

e. Explore rooftop or large industrial parking lot solar projects

f. Workforce development in community colleges, especially for energy jobs

g. Industrial or commercial energy efficiency projects

h. ACP Companies consider locating call centers or mail centers in communities along the ACP route

i. Explore using the pipeline to transport biogas from food waste or farm waste projects. 

j. Fund additional compressor stations and taps to be used for economic development and new industry recruitment. 

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Compressor Station – company commits to a routine leak detection and repair maintenance program at stations and along the route to conserve resource (typical pipeline projects can lose 15-20% of gas due to leaks).  This would also address some of the safety concerns.

3. Transformer Capacity – Duke to revisit the use of higher capacity transformers to allow for more renewable energy projects to access the grid.

4. Explore possible animal waste to biogas projects along the route

5. For impacted farmers, provide funding for energy efficiency projects – lighting replacement, weatherization, replacement of aging HVAC units, etc.




From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: ACP
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 10:23:00 AM
Attachments: SKM_C224e17112811230.pdf
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This did go out today
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Burdette, Jennifer a 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 10:18 AM
To: Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>; Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>;
Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Higgins, Karen <karen.higgins@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: ACP
 
Attached is a copy of the Division’s letter requesting additional information for the 401
WQC/Buffer application review of the ACP project.
 
Thanks,
Jennifer
 
Jennifer Burdette
401/Buffer Coordinator
Division of Water Resources - 401 & Buffer Permitting Branch
Department of Environmental Quality
919 807 6364 office
jennifer.burdette@ncdenr.gov
 
1617 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1617
(Physical Address:  512 N. Salisbury St, Raleigh, NC 27604 - 9th Flr Archdale Bldg – Room 942F)
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:jennifer.burdette@ncdenr.gov




















From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project Update: Nov. 29, 2017
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 12:49:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Munger, Bridget 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 12:02 PM
To: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project Update: Nov. 29, 2017
 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project Update
Nov. 29, 2017
 

On Nov. 28, the Division of Water Resources issued a fourth letter to Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC
requesting additional information for the company's application for a state 401 water quality
certification.
Nov. 28 Additional Information Letter

 
On Nov. 27, the Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources received the additional
information that had been requested for both of the required general stormwater permit
applications. Review of the stormwater permit applications is expected to begin next week.
Cumberland County Stormwater Permit Application
Nash County Stormwater Permit Application

 
The public comment period for the air quality permit for the Northampton County Compressor
Station closed Nov. 20. By law, the Division of Air Quality has 30 days from the date of the public
hearing to make a permitting decision, which is a deadline of Dec. 15.

 
Following the Nov. 6 disapproval of the project's sediment and erosion control plans, Atlantic
Coast Pipeline, LLC submitted additional information on the plans to the Division of Energy,
Mineral and Land Resources. Review of the updated plans is nearly complete.

 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Energy%20Mineral%20and%20Land%20Resources/DEMLR/Atlantic-Coast-Pipeline/DWR%20401%20Add%20Info%20Ltr%20112817.pdf
http://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Stormwater/0/fol/606972/Row1.aspx
http://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Stormwater/0/fol/606969/Row1.aspx



More Information
Information on the pipeline project’s environmental review process is regularly updated on the DEQ
website: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp. Please feel free to share
this update with other interested parties who may wish to have more information on the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline project.
 
 
 
 
Bridget Munger
Public Information Officer
N.C. Department of Environmental Quality
 

919-807-6363   office
919-207-7786   mobile
bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
 

1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC  27699-1612
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
Date: Friday, December 1, 2017 6:10:00 PM
Attachments: cumbe-2018-036appmod.doc
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This is in draft form as it is in review
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Holman, Sheila 
Sent: Friday, December 01, 2017 12:54 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 
Fyi – I will be reviewing this weekend.
 
Sheila Holman
Assistant Secretary for the Environment
NCDEQ
1601 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601
Phone/Fax: 919-707-8619
deq.nc.gov
Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
 

From: Vinson, Toby 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>; Lance, Kathleen C <kathleen.lance@ncdenr.gov>;
Webster, Timothy J <timothy.webster@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 
Our DEMLR Weekly update to follow-up on our previous Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project update from
earlier this week is that our Fayetteville Regional Office has completed their review of the second

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
http://www.ncair.org/
mailto:Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
mailto:kathleen.lance@ncdenr.gov
mailto:timothy.webster@ncdenr.gov
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
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Letter of Approval


Bob McGuire 


November 29, 2017


Page 3 of 3



November 29, 2017


LETTER OF APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATION(S)


Dominion Energy Transmission Inc. 


Leslie Hartz, VP Pipeline Construction 


707 East Main St



Richmond, VA 23219


RE: 
Project Name:  Dominion Energy Transmission Inc. on Behalf of 


Atlantic Coast Pipeline LLC

Acres Approved:  1018


Project ID:  CUMBE-2018-036


County:  Cumberland, Robeson, Sampson City:  Wade (multiple)  Address:  Mutipal St.


River Basin:  Cape Fear     


Stream Classification:  Other


Submitted By:  Scott Robinson (PE)


Date Received by LQS:  November 21, 2017


Plan Type:  Industrial


Dear Mrs. Hartz:


This office has reviewed the subject erosion and sedimentation control plan.  We find the plan to be acceptable and hereby issue this Letter of Approval.  The enclosed Certificate of Approval must be posted at the job site.  This plan approval shall expire three (3) years following the date of approval, if no land-disturbing activity has been undertaken, as is required by Title 15A NCAC 4B .0129.


Please be aware that your project will be covered by the enclosed NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit NCG010000.  Please become familiar with all the requirements and conditions of this permit in order to achieve compliance.


Title 15A NCAC 4B .0118(a) requires that a copy of the approved erosion control plan be on file at the job site.  Also, this letter gives the notice required by G.S. 113A-61.1(a) of our right of periodic inspection to insure compliance with the approved plan.


North Carolina's Sedimentation Pollution Control Act is performance-oriented, requiring protection of existing natural resources and adjoining properties.  If, following the commencement of this project, the erosion and sedimentation control plan is inadequate to meet the requirements of the Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973 (North Carolina General Statute 113A-51 through 66), this office may require revisions to the plan and implementation of the revisions to insure compliance with the Act. 


Acceptance and approval of this plan is conditioned upon your compliance with Federal and State water quality laws, regulations, and rules and receipt of information requested in the Modification(s) Required for Approval. In addition, local city or county ordinances or rules may also apply to this land-disturbing activity.  This approval does not supersede any other permit or approval.


Please note that this approval is based in part on the accuracy of the information provided in the Financial Responsibility Form, which you provided.  You are requested to file an amended form if there is any change in the information included on the form.  In addition, it would be helpful if you notify this office of the proposed starting date for this project.  Please notify us if you plan to have a preconstruction conference.


Your cooperation is appreciated.


Sincerely,


Timothy L. LaBounty 


Regional Engineer

DEMLR – Fayetteville Regional Office

Enclosures:
Certificate of Approval




NPDES Permit


cc:
 Scott A. Robinson, P.E., Environmental Resources Management, Inc.

Project Name:  DOMINION ENERGY TRANSMISSION INC. ON BEHALF OF ATLANTIC COAST PIPELINE LLC


Project ID:  CUMBE-2018-036


County:  Cumberland, Robeson, Sampson

Submit one (1) full-size set and three (3) half-size sets of the final drawings/specifications within ten (10) working days of receipt of the Letter of Approval with Modifications.  

Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources


Energy Section • Geological Survey Section • Land Quality Section

225 Green St, Suite 714 Fayetteville, NC 28301• Phone: 910-433-3300 • FAX: 910-486-0707

Internet: http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/lr/

An Equal Opportunity \ Affirmative Action Employer – 50% Recycled \ 10% Post Consumer Paper

Revised 08172012







revised plan for the portion of the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan within the Fayetteville Region
and has drafted the attached Letter of Approval with Modifications.  The FRO must complete final
action on this review no later than 12/5/17.
 
The Raleigh Regional Office has not yet received the revised plan from their previous Disapproval
and has no new action to take at this time.  The Central Office SW staff are still awaiting information
from their previous ADI letter.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
William E. Toby Vinson, Jr., PE, CPESC, CPM
Chief of Program Operations
Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources
512 N Salisbury St
1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699
 
Phone:  919-707-9220
Email:  toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
 
 

 
E-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records
Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: LaBounty, Tim L 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 11:41 AM
To: Vinson, Toby <toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Baker, Chris <chris.baker@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 
Hey Toby,
 
Attached is the draft LOA w/ mod(s) for your use.  Just let me know.  Take care.
 
 
 
Timothy L. LaBounty, PE
Regional Engineer
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources
 

mailto:toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:chris.baker@ncdenr.gov


910 433 3300    office
tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov
 
225 Green Street
Suite 714
Fayetteville, North Carolina 28301
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 
 
 
 

mailto:tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: Atlantic Coast Pipeline
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 4:43:00 PM
Attachments: cumbe-2018-036.pdf
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What was sent
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Munger, Bridget 
Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2017 4:25 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>; Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Atlantic Coast Pipeline
 
fyi
 
Bridget Munger
Public Information Officer
N.C. Department of Environmental Quality
 

919-807-6363   office
919-207-7786   mobile
bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
 

1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC  27699-1612
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Baker, Chris 
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 4:20 PM
To: leslie.hartz@dominionenergy.com
Cc: Scott.Robinson@erm.com; swalters@co.cumberland.nc.us; mchadwick@bladenco.org;
dixon.ivey@co.robeson.nc.us; LaBounty, Tim L <tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov>; Vinson, Toby
<toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>; Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Atlantic Coast Pipeline
 
Mrs. Hartz attached is the approved erosion control permit with modifications for the above

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
mailto:leslie.hartz@dominionenergy.com
mailto:Scott.Robinson@erm.com
mailto:swalters@co.cumberland.nc.us
mailto:mchadwick@bladenco.org
mailto:dixon.ivey@co.robeson.nc.us
mailto:tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov
mailto:toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
















referenced project.  Please note that one (1) full sized complete set of plans and three (3) half sized
full plan sets are required within 10 days of receipt of this approval.
 
Please contact our office if you have any questions,
 
chris



From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: Additional Information Request
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 2:15:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

2017-12-04 DAQ Additional Information Request.pdf

Add to our list to talk about
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Lucas, Jill M 
Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2017 1:48 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>; Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Additional Information Request
 
Doug and  Bridget:
Attached please find the email stating that the clock has been paused on the ACP air quality permit
process pending submission of additional information.
Let me know if you have questions/concerns.
Thanks,
Jill
 
 
 

From: Pjetraj, Michael 
Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2017 8:53 AM
To: Lucas, Jill M <Jill.Lucas@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Additional Information Request
 
 
 
 
Michael Pjetraj, P.E.
Deputy Director
Division of Air Quality
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:Jill.Lucas@ncdenr.gov




From: Mceachern, Charles
To: Laurence A Labrie
Cc: Pjetraj, Michael
Subject: Additional Information Request
Date: Monday, December 04, 2017 4:53:22 PM
Attachments: image002.png


Hello Larry, this e-mail is intended to formalize the DAQ request for additional
information for the Northampton Compressor Station application no.
6600169.15A.  As we discussed this morning, the emission of benzene from one of
the tanks would disallow use of the 2Q .0702(a)(25) exemption from air toxics
permitting, since that exemption requires all benzene be emitted only from
natural gas-fired combustion sources totaling less than 450 mmBtu/hr.  The
information requested is as follows:
 


·         Determine the annual emission of benzene from tank TK-1 (and TK-2, if
applicable) to three significant figures.


·         Compare the facility-wide emission of all air toxic pollutants to the
appropriate Toxic Air Pollutant Permitting Emission Rate (TPER) in rule
2Q .0711 and submit a modeling analysis to demonstrate compliance with
the 2D .1100 Acceptable Ambient Level for each pollutant which exceeds its
2Q .0711 TPER.


 
Until the requested information is received, your application processing clock
described by 15A NCAC 2Q .0312(a)(1)(F) is suspended as allowed by 2Q
.0312(b).  If you have any questions feel free to contact me.
 
Thank you.
 
Charles M. McEachern, III, P.E.
Environmental Engineer / Permits Coordinator
Division of Air Quality - Raleigh Regional Office
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
 
919 791 4276   office
919 881 2261   fax
charles.mceachern@ncdenr.gov
 
3800 Barrett Drive
Raleigh, NC  27609
 
www.ncair.org
 


 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 



mailto:charles.mceachern@ncdenr.gov

mailto:laurence.a.labrie@dominionenergy.com

mailto:michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov

file:////c/charles.mceachern@ncdenr.gov

file:////c/www.ncair.org











 
919-707-8497   office
michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov
 
 
217 West Jones Street
1641 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1641
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Mceachern, Charles 
Sent: Monday, December 04, 2017 4:53 PM
To: Laurence A Labrie <laurence.a.labrie@dominionenergy.com>
Cc: Pjetraj, Michael <michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Additional Information Request
 
Hello Larry, this e-mail is intended to formalize the DAQ request for additional
information for the Northampton Compressor Station application no.
6600169.15A.  As we discussed this morning, the emission of benzene from one of
the tanks would disallow use of the 2Q .0702(a)(25) exemption from air toxics
permitting, since that exemption requires all benzene be emitted only from
natural gas-fired combustion sources totaling less than 450 mmBtu/hr.  The
information requested is as follows:
 

Determine the annual emission of benzene from tank TK-1 (and TK-2, if
applicable) to three significant figures.
Compare the facility-wide emission of all air toxic pollutants to the
appropriate Toxic Air Pollutant Permitting Emission Rate (TPER) in rule
2Q .0711 and submit a modeling analysis to demonstrate compliance with
the 2D .1100 Acceptable Ambient Level for each pollutant which exceeds its
2Q .0711 TPER.

 
Until the requested information is received, your application processing clock
described by 15A NCAC 2Q .0312(a)(1)(F) is suspended as allowed by 2Q
.0312(b).  If you have any questions feel free to contact me.
 
Thank you.
 
Charles M. McEachern, III, P.E.
Environmental Engineer / Permits Coordinator
Division of Air Quality - Raleigh Regional Office
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality

mailto:michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov
mailto:laurence.a.labrie@dominionenergy.com
mailto:michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov


 
919 791 4276   office
919 881 2261   fax
charles.mceachern@ncdenr.gov
 
3800 Barrett Drive
Raleigh, NC  27609
 
www.ncair.org
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

file:////c/charles.mceachern@ncdenr.gov
file:////c/www.ncair.org


From: White, Julia W
To: Heyl, Douglas
Subject: Re: [External] Fwd: West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection Waives 401 Water Quality Certification

for Atlantic Coast Pipeline
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 8:16:28 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Thank you. 

On Dec 6, 2017, at 6:00 PM, Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov> wrote:

Thought you would be interested
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 
<image002.png>
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Munger, Bridget 
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 5:38 PM
To: Regan, Michael S <Michael.Regan@ncdenr.gov>; Holman, Sheila
<sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>; Nicholson, John A. <John.Nicholson@ncdenr.gov>; Heyl,
Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>; Lane, Bill F <Bill.Lane@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>; Rice, Sarah M
<sarah.rice@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: [External] Fwd: West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
Waives 401 Water Quality Certification for Atlantic Coast Pipeline
 
FYI, latest development and statement from Dominion:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Aaron F Ruby <Aaron.F.Ruby@dominionenergy.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 6, 2017 at 5:12 PM
Subject: West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection Waives 401 Water
Quality Certification for Atlantic Coast Pipeline
To: Aaron F Ruby <Aaron.F.Ruby@dominionenergy.com>

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection Waives 401 Water
Quality Certification for Atlantic Coast Pipeline
December 6, 2017 
The following is a statement by Dominion Energy spokesperson Aaron Ruby

mailto:Julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Michael.Regan@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
mailto:John.Nicholson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Bill.Lane@ncdenr.gov
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sarah.rice@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Aaron.F.Ruby@dominionenergy.com
mailto:Aaron.F.Ruby@dominionenergy.com




regarding the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection’s waiver of
the 401 Water Quality Certification for the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline:
“Today’s decision by the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
is another significant milestone for the project and a key step toward beginning
construction later this year. This brings West Virginia one step closer to the
thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in economic activity the
project will bring to communities across the state.
We commend the agency’s staff for the years of hard work and careful study
they’ve dedicated to reviewing the project. The agency believes this approach
is the best way to protect West Virginia’s natural resources, and we support the
agency’s decision. The agency’s decision was reached after a thorough and
exhaustive review of the project and after considering extensive public input.
The agency followed a rigorous process, and it’s left no stone unturned.
At every stage of the project we’ve taken great care to meet the highest
standards for the protection of water quality. In many cases, we’ve gone above
and beyond regulatory requirements and adopted some of the most protective
measures ever used by the industry. This should assure all West Virginians
that the pipeline will be built safely and in a way that protects the state’s water
quality. 
We’ll continue working with all state and federal agencies to complete the
environmental review process this year and make this urgently needed
infrastructure project a reality.” 
###
 
Aaron Ruby
Media Relations Manager
Dominion Energy
 
Office: 804-771-3404
Mobile: 804-489-8081
 
 
<image001.png>
 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message contains information
which may be legally confidential and or privileged and does not in any case
represent a firm ENERGY COMMODITY bid or offer relating thereto which
binds the sender without an additional express written confirmation to that effect.
The information is intended solely for the individual or entity named above and
access by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this information is
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this electronic transmission
in error, please reply immediately to the sender that you have received the
message in error, and delete it. Thank you.

 

tel:(804)%20771-3404
tel:(804)%20489-8081


Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third
parties by an authorized state official.



From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: ACP/401/EJ
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 1:04:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

As we discussed today
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Pjetraj, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 11:48 AM
To: Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>; Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>;
Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Abraczinskas, Michael <michael.abraczinskas@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: RE: ACP/401/EJ
 
The DAQ requested additional information for the proposed ACP Northampton Compressor Station
air quality permit on 12/4/17.  The information request suspended the requirement for the Director
to act on the permit within 30 days of the 11/15/17 public hearing.
 
The DAQ has not received a response to the additional information request.  The information
requested may take a few weeks to generate and there is no specific deadline for a response.
  Normal DAQ procedure is to leave the permit application open, but paused, until additional
information is received. 
 
The public hearing report has been drafted and will be submitted to the Director for review.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Michael Pjetraj, P.E.
Deputy Director
Division of Air Quality
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
 
919-707-8497   office

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov



michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov
 
 
217 West Jones Street
1641 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1641
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Holman, Sheila 
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 8:53 AM
To: Webster, Timothy J <timothy.webster@ncdenr.gov>; Rice, Sarah M <sarah.rice@ncdenr.gov>;
Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>; Wrenn, Brian L <brian.wrenn@ncdenr.gov>;
Higgins, Karen <karen.higgins@ncdenr.gov>; Burdette, Jennifer a <Jennifer.Burdette@ncdenr.gov>;
Hardison, Lyn <lyn.hardison@ncdenr.gov>; Nicholson, John A. <John.Nicholson@ncdenr.gov>; Lane,
Bill F <Bill.Lane@ncdenr.gov>; Osborne, Jay L <jay.osborne@ncdenr.gov>; Baker, Chris
<chris.baker@ncdenr.gov>; Abraczinskas, Michael <michael.abraczinskas@ncdenr.gov>;
Zimmerman, Jay <jay.zimmerman@ncdenr.gov>; Culpepper, Linda <linda.culpepper@ncdenr.gov>;
Vinson, Toby <toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>; Denton, Bill <bill.denton@ncdenr.gov>; Valentine, Thad
<thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov>; LaBounty, Tim L <tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov>; Castle, Sally Y
<sally.castle@ncdenr.gov>; Mundt, Jennifer <Jennifer.Mundt@ncdenr.gov>; Kelley, Mary P
<Mary.Kelley@ncdenr.gov>; Pjetraj, Michael <michael.pjetraj@ncdenr.gov>; Miller, Anderson
<anderson.miller@ncdenr.gov>; Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Poupart, Jeff <jeff.poupart@ncdenr.gov>; Kramer, Renee P <Renee.Kramer@ncdenr.gov>; Coco,
Julie <julie.coco@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: RE: ACP/401/EJ
 
All,
 
I am at an offsite meeting today, so I am cancelling the conference call.  If you have any updates on
the applications under your review, please provide to Doug, Bridget and me by COB tomorrow. 
Thanks.
 
Sheila
 
Sheila Holman
Assistant Secretary for the Environment
NCDEQ
1601 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601
Phone/Fax: 919-707-8619
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http://www.ncair.org/


deq.nc.gov
Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: Webster, Timothy J 
Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 2:34 PM
To: Webster, Timothy J; Holman, Sheila; Rice, Sarah M; Munger, Bridget; Wrenn, Brian L; Higgins,
Karen; Burdette, Jennifer a; Hardison, Lyn; Nicholson, John A.; Lane, Bill F; Osborne, Jay L; Baker,
Chris; Abraczinskas, Michael; Zimmerman, Jay; Culpepper, Linda; Vinson, Toby; Denton, Bill;
Valentine, Thad; LaBounty, Tim L; Castle, Sally Y; Mundt, Jennifer; Kelley, Mary P; Pjetraj, Michael;
Miller, Anderson; Heyl, Douglas
Cc: Poupart, Jeff; Kramer, Renee P; Coco, Julie
Subject: ACP/401/EJ
When: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 11:15 AM-12:15 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US &
Canada).
Where: STATEOP_MEETME_30 919-420-7945; DENR_GS - Rm 5313 - 12 Seats - Executive
Conference Room
 
All,
 
This will be the first in a recurring meeting on staff coordination with ACP. These meetings may not
run the entire length allotted. If you do not have anything to add please feel free to skip.
 
Please feel free to call in.
 
Best,
 
Timothy

http://www.ncair.org/
mailto:Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: ACP SW apps - SWG040095 & SWG040096 - Request for Add. Info. #2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 11:59:00 AM
Attachments: AddInfoRequest2_FRO.docx

AddInfoRequest2_RRO.docx
image001.png

FYI
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Patterson, Robert D 
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 11:58 AM
To: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>; Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>;
Nicholson, John A. <John.Nicholson@ncdenr.gov>; Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Lucas, Annette <annette.lucas@ncdenr.gov>; Vinson, Toby <toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>;
LaBounty, Tim L <tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov>; Denton, Bill <bill.denton@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: ACP SW apps - SWG040095 & SWG040096 - Request for Add. Info. #2
 
Heads up…here are the letters I plan to send around 4pm.  Please let me know if you have
comments/questions on them.  Thanks.
 
Robert D. Patterson, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
919-807-6369 | Robert.Patterson@ncdenr.gov
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/stormwater
 

NC Dept. of Environmental Quality
DEMLR Stormwater Program
512 N. Salisbury St.
1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1612
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.

 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:Robert.Patterson@ncdenr.gov
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/stormwater
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December 20, 2017 



Ms. Leslie Hartz

Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC

c/o Dominion Energy Transmission, Inc.

707 East Main Street

Richmond, VA 23219



Subject:	Request for Additional Information #2

		Stormwater Project No. SWG040096

		Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project

		Cumberland County



Dear Ms. Hartz:



The Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources (DEMLR), received additional information for the subject Stormwater Management Permit Application for the subject project on November 16, 2017.  A preliminary review of that information has determined that the application is not complete.  The following information is needed to continue the stormwater review:



1. Provide a breakdown of BUA that shows the existing, proposed total, and net increase of BUA.  At the scale of the drawings provided, it is not possible to determine this information. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)(g)]

 

2. Provide a description in the narrative of the BMPs and/or SCMs used to treat stormwater runoff from BUA.  This was included for erosion control BMPs, but not post-construction BMPs/SCMs applicable to this stormwater permit application. (ex. Sheet flow and/or vegetated swales, etc.) [15A NCAC 02H .1041(h)(5)]



3. Valve site plans sht. 4646J & 4646L: 



a. These plans must be sealed, signed, and dated. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)(g)]

b. Show all proposed contours/grading and drainage patterns. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)(g)]



4. Revise all road cross-sections to show all side slopes no steeper than 3:1; and that swales must be vegetated. [15A NCAC 02H .1003(2)(c) & SWG040000]



5. Provide sht. 134 as it appears 22-042.AR1 extends onto that sht. not submitted.  



6. Some of the detail numbers on the detail sheets are not consistent with the the matchline labels. 



7. Show details of the drainage to be added per note 9 of the access roads.  Any new or modified swales must have supporting calculations to demonstrate non-erosive flow for the 10-yr storm.  [15A NCAC 02H .1003(2)(c)]



8. [bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed contractor yard in Cumberland County does not meet the requirements under stormwater general permit SWG040000.  Due to the extent of BUA proposed, and length of time it will exist, an application for an individual permit must be submitted for the contractor yard.  Since it is greater than 24% BUA on that property, it will be considered high density, and require properly sized SCMs that meet all MDC (ex. wetpond(s), infiltration basin(s), etc.). The application form SWU-101 is available on our website at: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/energy-mineral-land-rules/stormwater-program/post-construction   [15A NCAC 02H .1003]



9. Provide pdfs of all revisions, 2 hardcopies of revised plan sheets, and 1 hardcopy of other documents. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)]  Pdfs must be uploaded using the form at: https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Forms/SW_Project_Submittal 





Please note that this request for additional information is in response to a preliminary review.  The requested information should be received by this Office prior to January 20, 2017, or the application will be returned as incomplete. The return of a project will necessitate resubmittal of all required items, including the application fee.



If you need additional time to submit the information, please submit your request for a time extension to the Division at the contact below. The request must indicate the date by which you expect to submit the required information. The Division is allowed 90 days from the receipt of a completed application to issue the permit.



The construction of any impervious surfaces, other than a construction entrance under an approved Sedimentation Erosion Control Plan, is a violation of NCGS 143-215.1 and is subject to enforcement action pursuant to NCGS 143-215.6A.



Please reference the State assigned project number SWG040096 on all correspondence.  If you have any questions concerning this matter please feel free to contact me at Robert.Patterson@ncdenr.gov or (919) 807-6369.





		Sincerely,





		Robert D. Patterson, PE

		Environmental Engineer

		Stormwater Program





ec:	Tim LaBounty, PE - Fayetteville Regional Office

	Tiffini Smith - ERM		
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December 20, 2017 



Ms. Leslie Hartz

Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC

c/o Dominion Energy Transmission, Inc.

707 East Main Street

Richmond, VA 23219



Subject:	Request for Additional Information #2

		Stormwater Project No. SWG040095

		Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project

		Nash County



Dear Ms. Hartz:



The Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources (DEMLR), received additional information for the subject Stormwater Management Permit Application for the subject project on November 16, 2017.  A preliminary review of that information has determined that the application is not complete.  The following information is needed to continue the stormwater review:



1. Provide a breakdown of BUA that shows the existing, proposed total, and net increase of BUA.  At the scale of the drawings provided, it is not possible to determine this information. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)(g)]

 

2. Provide a description in the narrative of the BMPs and/or SCMs used to treat stormwater runoff from BUA.  This was included for erosion control BMPs, but not post-construction BMPs/SCMs applicable to this stormwater permit application. (ex. Sheet flow and/or vegetated swales, etc.) [15A NCAC 02H .1041(h)(5)]



3. Valve site plans sht. 4646E: 



a. These plans must be sealed, signed, and dated. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)(g)]

b. Show all proposed contours/grading and drainage patterns. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)(g)]



4. Revise all road cross-sections to show all side slopes no steeper than 3:1; and that swales must be vegetated. [15A NCAC 02H .1003(2)(c) & SWG040000]



5. Show details of the drainage to be added per note 9 of the access roads.  Any new or modified swales must have supporting calculations to demonstrate non-erosive flow for the 10-yr storm.  [15A NCAC 02H .1003(2)(c)]



6. Provide pdfs of all revisions, 2 hardcopies of revised plan sheets, and 1 hardcopy of other documents. [15A NCAC 02H .1042(2)]  Pdfs must be uploaded using the form at: https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Forms/SW_Project_Submittal 





[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note that this request for additional information is in response to a preliminary review.  The requested information should be received by this Office prior to January 20, 2017, or the application will be returned as incomplete. The return of a project will necessitate resubmittal of all required items, including the application fee.



If you need additional time to submit the information, please submit your request for a time extension to the Division at the contact below. The request must indicate the date by which you expect to submit the required information. The Division is allowed 90 days from the receipt of a completed application to issue the permit.



The construction of any impervious surfaces, other than a construction entrance under an approved Sedimentation Erosion Control Plan, is a violation of NCGS 143-215.1 and is subject to enforcement action pursuant to NCGS 143-215.6A.



Please reference the State assigned project number SWG040095 on all correspondence.  If you have any questions concerning this matter please feel free to contact me at Robert.Patterson@ncdenr.gov or (919) 807-6369.





		Sincerely,





		Robert D. Patterson, PE

		Environmental Engineer

		Stormwater Program





ec:	Bill Denton, PE - Raliegh Regional Office

	Tiffini Smith - ERM		
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From: White, Julia W
To: Heyl, Douglas
Subject: Re: ACP SW apps - SWG040095 & SWG040096 - Request for Add. Info. #2
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 12:01:15 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you. 

On Dec 20, 2017, at 11:59 AM, Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov> wrote:

FYI
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 
<image001.png>
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Patterson, Robert D 
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 11:58 AM
To: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>; Holman, Sheila
<sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>; Nicholson, John A. <John.Nicholson@ncdenr.gov>; Heyl,
Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Lucas, Annette <annette.lucas@ncdenr.gov>; Vinson, Toby
<toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>; LaBounty, Tim L <tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov>; Denton, Bill
<bill.denton@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: ACP SW apps - SWG040095 & SWG040096 - Request for Add. Info. #2
 
Heads up…here are the letters I plan to send around 4pm.  Please let me know if you
have comments/questions on them.  Thanks.
 
Robert D. Patterson, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
919-807-6369 | Robert.Patterson@ncdenr.gov
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/stormwater
 

NC Dept. of Environmental Quality
DEMLR Stormwater Program
512 N. Salisbury St.
1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1612
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed
to third parties.
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<AddInfoRequest2_FRO.docx>

<AddInfoRequest2_RRO.docx>

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third
parties by an authorized state official.



From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Noelle S Talley (Noelle.Talley@nc.gov); Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: release
Date: Thursday, December 28, 2017 3:37:00 PM
Attachments: 2017 DEQ Accomplishments-Draft2-12.28.17.docx
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Let me know what you think
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
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Release: IMMEDIATE	                                            Contact: Jill Warren Lucas

Date:	 Dec. 28, 2017 	                    	                    Phone: 919-707-8446



 DEQ works to protect the environment, public health of all North Carolinians



[bookmark: _GoBack]RALEIGH – The N.C. Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) took significant steps to protect the environment and provide leadership and technical support to citizens and the business community in 2017, including reforming the Secretaries’ Science Advisory Board (SAB).

“We are grateful for Governor Cooper’s support in expanding the board’s scope from air toxins to new and emerging contaminants like GenX,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan, who co-leads the SAB with Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen. “The deep and diverse knowledge of this board, paired with the technical expertise and dedication of our staff statewide, will help us to make science-based decisions to improve environmental conditions for all North Carolina citizens.”

· While DEQ has focused considerable, cross-agency resources on the impact of GenX in the Cape Fear River since June, divisions achieved several other important environmental milestones this year:

· The Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan was hailed as a model for states facing significant water infrastructure needs

· The combined efforts of the Hazardous Waste and Brownfields programs to clean up and revitalize contaminated sites repurposed the areas to grow jobs

· Industry engagement programs through the Environmental Stewardship Initiative, which celebrates the voluntary commitment of leading manufacturers who prioritize environmental stewardship. 

Other Key Achievements:

Protecting Communities
Secretary Regan renewed emphasis on the importance of ensuring transparency and fairness in all Title VI (nondiscrimination laws and requirements) and environmental justice (EJ) issues within DEQ’s purview. The department worked with the U.S. EPA and diverse EJ stakeholder groups statewide to learn more about and address issues affecting these communities. DEQ has actively supported a variety of listening sessions, individual stakeholder meetings and public hearing on key issues related to coal ash, water and air quality, and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Moreover, DEQ has collaborated with variety of commissions, such as the N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs and the Governor's Advisory Council on Hispanic/Latino Affairs, to address Title VI and EJ challenges.

Cleaner Air
“It’s Our Air,” a new air quality curriculum designed for North Carolina high school students, was introduced on April 26 to mark Earth Day. The free course provides a series of activities and videos designed to help students gain a better understanding of the science and technology used to explain, monitor, predict and protect air quality. The Division of Air Quality (DAQ) provided hands-on training to teachers across the state to help them incorporate “It’s Our Air” into lesson plans, with more workshops planned for 2018.  

In November, Governor Roy Cooper DAQ as the lead agency to manage the state’s $92 million share of the national Volkswagen Settlement. Public input will be received through Sunday, Dec. 31, on how the state should invest in projects that will significantly reduce pollution from diesel sources. Public meetings will follow, with a plan to be finalized and projects chosen later in the year.

Additionally, North Carolina was designated as attaining the strict federal standard for ozone in all 100 counties. Unhealthy ozone levels have declined since the early 2000s through partnerships with industry, local governments and organizations focused on curbing air pollution statewide. This relationship shows how a robust economy and healthy environment can thrive at the same time. 

Protecting Our Coast
The Division of Coastal Management (DCM) awarded more than $1.6 million to 14 local governments to improve public access to coastal beaches and waters for FY2017-18. The awards ranged from $13,000 to $300,000 and included projects such as boardwalks, public restrooms, kayak launches, fishing pier and parking improvements, and repair of the Yaupon Pier in Oak Island.

DCM also developed a Statewide Programmatic Biological Opinion in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that will streamline a portion of the permitting process for beach nourishment projects along North Carolina’s oceanfront, saving local governments time and costs. 

Hurricane Matthew Recovery

The Division of Coastal Management awarded $100,000 in grants was awarded to seven coastal municipalities for local planning and management projects that will help them prepare for hurricanes, storms and growth for the 2017-18 fiscal year. Projects funded include flooding mitigation planning, flooding vulnerability, stormwater drainage and updates to land use plan natural hazard policies. Of note is a grant to Hyde County to assist in the development a watershed restoration plan to address drainage issues and improve water quality in Lake Mattamuskeet. 

The Dam Safety program of the Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources (DEMLR) responded to and inspected more than 400 dams in the two-week period following Hurricane Matthew in October 2016. DEMLR took immediate action on multiple dams that were considered a high threat/danger to the public and key infrastructure to include initiating an enforcement action to obtain a consent order requiring the owners of Woodlake Dam make the required repairs. When the owners failed to comply, DEMLR initiated a breaching of the dam using $1.3 million in Disaster Recovery funds as breaching the dam was critical to protecting the downstream public.

The Division of Water Infrastructure provided over $4.85 million in Disaster Recovery funding to communities whose water infrastructure systems were significantly damaged by Hurricane Matthew. Examples of support include over $1.8 million to the Town of Fair Bluff for Pump Station Flood Resiliency Improvements and moving a drinking water well out of the flood plain, and $1 million to the Town of Wadesboro for the Burns Street Basin Sewer Rehabilitation.

Stormwater Management
DEMLR began implementing new and updated stormwater management rules on Jan.1 following an extensive stakeholder process that included regulators, developers, academia and environmental groups. The new rules simplify the permitting process and provide greater flexibility while maintaining water quality protection measures.

Celebrating Stewardship
The Environmental Stewardship Initiative (ESI) recognized five more Stewards in the program, bringing the total number of participants to 27. ESI’s mission is to assist organizations in reducing their environmental impacts beyond regulatory requirements, thereby serving as role models for other high achieving operations. 



The Recycling and Materials Management Section of the Division of Environmental Assistance and Consumer Services (DEACS) provided more than $1.3 million in recycling grants to local governments that support and grow public and private sector recycling activity. Projects modernized curbside recycling and diverted materials from the waste stream to become raw materials for business and industry, in turn reducing dependence on disposal, saving landfill space and avoiding the cost of disposal. Grants also helped counties to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of recycling services at solid waste convenience centers in rural areas, advance the recovery and recycling of mercury-containing products, and abate abandoned manufactured homes.

The Waste Reduction Partners (WRP) team provided on-site waste reductions and energy efficiency assessments for 164 clients across 45 counties, helping businesses and institutions save $1.54 million in FY2017. The WRP also worked with 75 clients to divert more than 9,421 tons of waste from landfills. The value to these customers, including disposal management savings and material revenues, is estimated at $556,000. WRP also provided water efficiency assessments for large water customers in the City of Asheville, saving customers 15.3 million gallons of water and eliminating $72,235 in operating costs.

Supporting Fisheries
The Artificial Reefs Program worked with local non-governmental organizations to create oyster habitat and enhance fishing opportunities. This includes the Swan Island Oyster Sanctuary near the mouth of the Neuse River, the five-acre Artificial Reef-491 in the Cape Fear River near Carolina Beach State Park, and the Artificial Reef-430 off Oak Island. 

Marine Fisheries processed a significant increase in the number of shellfish lease applications as in previous years. Between 2012 and 2015, the division averaged receiving nine applications; since 2016, it has received more than 100. The increase in applications is due, in part, to development of new, highly efficient culture methods and streamlined regulatory requirements.

[bookmark: _Hlk502234356]Waste Management
During FY2016-17, the Hazardous Waste program’s actions ensured the safe management of an estimated 95,915 gallons and six tons of hazardous waste, 1,810 gallons and 7.36 tons of non-hazardous waste, 1,275 gallons of used oil, and 30,384 pounds of universal waste that otherwise may have been mismanaged. These actions also ensured that more than 1,896 individuals (mostly staff at affected facilities) that could have been adversely affected were protected.   

During the same period, and celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Brownfields Program, the division completed 55 brownfields agreements. These projects represent 1,186 abandoned, idled or underused properties put back into safe reuse, thousands of jobs created, and more than $1.95 billion in estimated capital investment in brownfields redevelopment.

Awards and Recognition

DEQ received the EPA’s Excellence in State Engagement Supporting Reuse award for the agency’s ongoing commitment to support redevelopment and community revitalization. The honor recognizes DEQ’s role in the cleanup and reuse planning processes at the Ecusta Mill Superfund site in Pisgah Forest; for facilitating the redevelopment of the Martin-Marietta, Sodyeco Inc. Superfund site near Charlotte into ReVenture Park; and for promoting redevelopment at contaminated sites through Geographic Information Systems designed to provide information for potential developers on site use limitations.

The Water Finance Research Foundation named “North Carolina's Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan: The Road to Viability” the Best State Level Water Infrastructure Master Plan in the country, helping to manage the aging water infrastructure crisis and sustainable infrastructure management and funding concerns. Also hailed by the EPA for its innovative and strategic approach in dealing with the state’s significant water infrastructure needs, the report has been viewed as a model by other states. Implementation continues through coordination and meetings with local elected officials, regional Councils of Government, and other organizations.

The Public Water Supply section of the Division of Water Resources awarded 49 water treatment plants the prestigious N.C. Area Wide Optimization Award, which is a state effort to enhance the performance of existing surface water treatment facilities. Awards are given each year to water systems that demonstrate outstanding turbidity removal, a key test of drinking water quality. While all drinking water systems must meet strict state and federal drinking water standards, these systems met performance goals that are significantly more stringent. During 2016, nearly 3 million North Carolina residents were served by these award-winning plants. The award winners included Asheville, Charlotte, Morganton, Boone, Cary, Lincolnton and Greenville, among others.

Water Infrastructure

The division funded $8.2 million in asset inventory and assessment grants, helping North Carolina’s utilities proactively assess their water infrastructure and actively plan for replacement and rehabilitation before failure of their systems can occur. This is an important factor in maintaining water quality, protecting public health and the environment, and promoting economic development.

Cleaner Water
DWR’s Water Sciences Laboratory secured a federal grant to expand its research and partnerships to address 1,4 dioxane so the emerging contaminant of concern could be studied in several basins other than the Cape Fear River basin. 

DWR staff secured a grant to conduct additional testing for harmful algal blooms so the state is better equipped to alert the public to avoid the blooms when they are forming. Some naturally occurring algal blooms often grow in fresh water lakes, ponds and canals and use the sun to grow large. Such blooms can be harmful to human health, pets, livestock and aquatic plants. 

# # #
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From: Heyl, Douglas
To: White, Julia W
Subject: RE: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
Date: Monday, December 4, 2017 10:22:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

She is in Wilmington for SAB will check in with here on timing
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: White, Julia W 
Sent: Monday, December 04, 2017 9:52 AM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 
Thanks and would like to know about Sheila’s review and thoughts. 

On Dec 1, 2017, at 6:10 PM, Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov> wrote:

This is in draft form as it is in review
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
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Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Holman, Sheila 
Sent: Friday, December 01, 2017 12:54 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov



Fyi – I will be reviewing this weekend.
 
Sheila Holman
Assistant Secretary for the Environment
NCDEQ
1601 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601
Phone/Fax: 919-707-8619
deq.nc.gov
Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
 

From: Vinson, Toby 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>; Lance, Kathleen C
<kathleen.lance@ncdenr.gov>; Webster, Timothy J <timothy.webster@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 
Our DEMLR Weekly update to follow-up on our previous Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project
update from earlier this week is that our Fayetteville Regional Office has completed
their review of the second revised plan for the portion of the Erosion and Sediment
Control Plan within the Fayetteville Region and has drafted the attached Letter of
Approval with Modifications.  The FRO must complete final action on this review no
later than 12/5/17.
 
The Raleigh Regional Office has not yet received the revised plan from their previous
Disapproval and has no new action to take at this time.  The Central Office SW staff are
still awaiting information from their previous ADI letter.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
William E. Toby Vinson, Jr., PE, CPESC, CPM
Chief of Program Operations
Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources
512 N Salisbury St
1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699
 
Phone:  919-707-9220
Email:  toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
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E-mail correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina
Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: LaBounty, Tim L 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 11:41 AM
To: Vinson, Toby <toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Baker, Chris <chris.baker@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Draft ACP LOA w/ Mod-FRO
 
Hey Toby,
 
Attached is the draft LOA w/ mod(s) for your use.  Just let me know.  Take care.
 
 
 
Timothy L. LaBounty, PE
Regional Engineer
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources
 
910 433 3300    office
tim.labounty@ncdenr.gov
 
225 Green Street
Suite 714
Fayetteville, North Carolina 28301
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Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 
 
 
 

<cumbe-2018-036appmod.doc>
 

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third
parties by an authorized state official.
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From: White, Julia W
To: Heyl, Douglas
Cc: Talley, Noelle S
Subject: Re: release
Date: Friday, December 29, 2017 9:09:54 AM
Attachments: 2017 DEQ Accomplishments-Draft3-12.28.17.docx

Some suggestions, subject to your and the Secretary's approval of course. Happy to discuss.

From: White, Julia W
Sent: Thursday, December 28, 2017 4:05:43 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas
Cc: Talley, Noelle S
Subject: Re: release
 
Thank you. 

On Dec 28, 2017, at 4:01 PM, Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov> wrote:

Yes goal now is tomorrow
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
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From: White, Julia W 
Sent: Thursday, December 28, 2017 3:39 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>; Talley, Noelle S
<Noelle.Talley@nc.gov>
Subject: RE: release
 
Can I review later this evening? I am in transit right now.
 

From: Heyl, Douglas 
Sent: Thursday, December 28, 2017 3:37 PM
To: Talley, Noelle S <Noelle.Talley@nc.gov>; White, Julia W <Julia.white@nc.gov>
Subject: release
 
Let me know what you think
 

mailto:Julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Noelle.Talley@nc.gov
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Release: IMMEDIATE	                                            Contact: Jill Warren Lucas

Date:	 Dec. 28, 2017 	                    	                    Phone: 919-707-8446



Year in reivew: DEQ works to protect the environment, public health of all North Carolinians



RALEIGH – The N.C. Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) took significant steps to protect the environment and provide leadership and technical support to North Carolina in its year-end review while laying groundwork for the work ahead.

Among the accomplishments of 2017 were  citizens and the business community in 2017, including chartering reforming the Secretaries’ Science Advisory Board (SAB) to examine the science behind unregulated compounds, a thorough review of the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline, opposition to a federal plan to open North Carolina’s coast to oil drilling and encouraging use of renewable energy for the state’s future.

“Keeping North Carolina’s environment clean is vital to our continued growth and competitiveness, and we all have a stake in a healthy North Carolina,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan. “An example is We are grateful for Governor Cooper’s support in expanding the board’s scope from air toxins to new and emerging contaminants like GenX,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan, who co-leads the SAB with Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen. “The deep and diverse knowledge of this board, paired with the technical expertise and dedication of our staff statewide, will help us to make science-based decisions to improve environmental conditions for all North Carolina residentscitizens.”

While DEQ has focused considerable, cross-agency resources on the impact of GenX in the Cape Fear River since June, divisions achieved several other important environmental milestones this year:

· The Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan was hailed as a model for states facing significant water infrastructure needs;

· The combined efforts of the Hazardous Waste and Brownfields programs to clean up and revitalize contaminated sites repurposed the areas to encourage grow economic developmentjobs; and

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Strong iIndustry engagement programs through the Environmental Stewardship Initiative, that celebrate which celebrates the voluntary commitment of leading manufacturers that who prioritize environmental stewardship. 

Other Key Achievements:

Protecting Communities
Secretary Regan renewed emphasis on the importance of ensuring transparency and fairness in all Title VI (nondiscrimination laws and requirements) and environmental justice (EJ) issues within DEQ’s purview. The department worked with the U.S. EPA and diverse EJ stakeholder groups statewide to learn more about and address issues affecting these communities. DEQ has actively supported a variety of listening sessions, individual stakeholder meetings and public hearings on key issues related to coal ash, water and air quality, and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Moreover, DEQ has collaborated with variety of commissions, such as the N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs and the Governor's Advisory Council on Hispanic/Latino Affairs, to address Title VI and EJ challenges.

Cleaner Air
“It’s Our Air,” a new air quality curriculum designed for North Carolina high school students, was introduced on April 26 to mark Earth Day. The free course provides a series of activities and videos designed to help students gain a better understanding of the science and technology used to explain, monitor, predict and protect air quality. The Division of Air Quality (DAQ) provided hands-on training to teachers across the state to help them incorporate “It’s Our Air” into lesson plans, with more workshops planned for 2018.  

In November, Governor Roy Cooper named DAQ as the lead agency to manage the state’s $92 million share of the national Volkswagen Settlement. Public input will be received through Sunday, Dec. 31, on how the state should invest in projects that will significantly reduce pollution from diesel sources. Public meetings will follow, with a mitigation plan to be finalized and projects chosen later in the year.

Additionally, North Carolina was designated as attaining the strict federal standard for ozone in all 100 counties. Unhealthy ozone levels have declined since the early 2000s through partnerships with industry, local governments and organizations focused on curbing air pollution statewide. This relationship shows how a robust economy and healthy environment can thrive at the same time, Regan said. 

Protecting Our Coast
The Division of Coastal Management (DCM) awarded more than $1.6 million to 14 local governments to improve public access to coastal beaches and waters for FY2017-18. The awards ranged from $13,000 to $300,000 and included projects such as boardwalks, public restrooms, kayak launches, fishing pier and parking improvements, and repair of the Yaupon Pier in Oak Island.

DCM also developed a Statewide Programmatic Biological Opinion in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that will streamline a portion of the permitting process for beach nourishment projects along North Carolina’s oceanfront, saving local governments time and costs. 

Hurricane Matthew Recovery

The Division of Coastal Management awarded $100,000 in grants was awarded to seven coastal municipalities for local planning and management projects that will help them prepare for hurricanes, storms and growth for the 2017-18 fiscal year. Projects funded include flooding mitigation planning, flooding vulnerability, stormwater drainage and updates to land use plan natural hazard policies. Of note is a grant to Hyde County to assist in the development a watershed restoration plan to address drainage issues and improve water quality in Lake Mattamuskeet. 

The Dam Safety program of the Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources (DEMLR) responded to and inspected more than 400 dams in the two-week period following Hurricane Matthew in October 2016. DEMLR took immediate action on multiple dams that were considered a high threat or /danger to the public and key infrastructure, including  to include initiating an enforcement action to obtain a consent order requiring the owners of Woodlake Dam make the required repairs. When the owners failed to comply, DEMLR initiated a breaching of the dam using $1.3 million in Disaster Recovery funds as breaching the dam was critical to protecting the public downstream public.

The Division of Water Infrastructure provided over $4.85 million in Disaster Recovery funding to communities whose water infrastructure systems were significantly damaged by Hurricane Matthew. Examples of support include over $1.8 million to the Town of Fair Bluff for pPump sStation fFlood rResiliency iImprovements and moving a drinking water well out of the flood plain, and $1 million to the Town of Wadesboro for the Burns Street Basin sSewer rRehabilitation.

Stormwater Management
DEMLR began implementing new and updated stormwater management rules on Jan.1 following an extensive stakeholder process that included regulators, developers, academia and environmental groups. The new rules simplify the permitting process and provide greater flexibility while maintaining water quality protection measures.

Celebrating Stewardship
The Environmental Stewardship Initiative (ESI) recognized five more Stewards in the program, bringing the total number of participants to 27. ESI’s mission is to assist organizations in reducing their environmental impacts beyond regulatory requirements, and thereby serving as role models for other high achieving operations. 



The Recycling and Materials Management Section of the Division of Environmental Assistance and Consumer Services (DEACS) provided more than $1.3 million in recycling grants to local governments that support and grow public and private sector recycling activity. Projects modernized curbside recycling and diverted materials from the waste stream to become raw materials for business and industry, in turn reducing dependence on disposal, saving landfill space and avoiding the cost of disposal. Grants also helped counties to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of recycling services at solid waste convenience centers in rural areas, advance the recovery and recycling of mercury-containing products, and abate abandoned manufactured homes.

The Waste Reduction Partners (WRP) team provided on-site waste reductions and energy efficiency assessments for 164 clients across 45 counties, helping businesses and institutions save $1.54 million in FY2017. The WRP also worked with 75 clients to divert more than 9,421 tons of waste from landfills. The value to these customers, including disposal management savings and material revenues, is estimated at $556,000. WRP also provided water efficiency assessments for large water customers in the City of Asheville, saving customers 15.3 million gallons of water and eliminating $72,235 in operating costs.

Supporting Fisheries
The Artificial Reefs Program worked with local non-governmental organizations to create oyster habitat and enhance fishing opportunities. This includes the Swan Island Oyster Sanctuary near the mouth of the Neuse River, the five-acre Artificial Reef-491 in the Cape Fear River near Carolina Beach State Park, and the Artificial Reef-430 off Oak Island. 

Marine Fisheries processed a significant increase in the number of shellfish lease applications as in previous years. Between 2012 and 2015, the division averaged receiving nine applications; since 2016, it has received more than 100. The increase in applications is due, in part, to development of new, highly efficient culture methods and streamlined regulatory requirements.

[bookmark: _Hlk502234356]Waste Management
During FY2016-17, the Hazardous Waste program’s actions ensured the safe management of an estimated 95,915 gallons and six tons of hazardous waste, 1,810 gallons and 7.36 tons of non-hazardous waste, 1,275 gallons of used oil, and 30,384 pounds of universal waste that otherwise may have been mismanaged. These actions also ensured that more than 1,896 individuals (mostly staff at affected facilities) that could have been adversely affected were protected.   

During the same period, and celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Brownfields Program, the division completed 55 brownfields agreements. These projects represent 1,186 abandoned, idled or underused properties put back into safe reuse, thousands of jobs created, and more than $1.95 billion in estimated capital investment in brownfields redevelopment.

Awards and Recognition

DEQ received the EPA’s Excellence in State Engagement Supporting Reuse award for the agency’s ongoing commitment to support redevelopment and community revitalization. The honor recognizes DEQ’s role in the cleanup and reuse planning processes at the Ecusta Mill Superfund site in Pisgah Forest; for facilitating the redevelopment of the Martin-Marietta, Sodyeco Inc. Superfund site near Charlotte into ReVenture Park; and for promoting redevelopment at contaminated sites through Geographic Information Systems designed to provide information for potential developers on site use limitations.

The Water Finance Research Foundation named “North Carolina's Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan: The Road to Viability” the Best State Level Water Infrastructure Master Plan in the country, helping to manage the aging water infrastructure crisis and sustainable infrastructure management and funding concerns. Also hailed by the EPA for its innovative and strategic approach in dealing with the state’s significant water infrastructure needs, the report has been viewed as a model by other states. Implementation continues through coordination and meetings with local elected officials, regional Councils of Government, and other organizations.

The Public Water Supply section of the Division of Water Resources awarded 49 water treatment plants the prestigious N.C. Area Wide Optimization Award, which is a state effort to enhance the performance of existing surface water treatment facilities. Awards are given each year to water systems that demonstrate outstanding turbidity removal, a key test of drinking water quality. While all drinking water systems must meet strict state and federal drinking water standards, these systems met performance goals that are significantly more stringent. During 2016, nearly 3 million North Carolina residents were served by these award-winning plants. The award winners included Asheville, Charlotte, Morganton, Boone, Cary, Lincolnton and Greenville, among others.

Water Infrastructure

The division funded $8.2 million in asset inventory and assessment grants, helping North Carolina’s utilities proactively assess their water infrastructure and actively plan for replacement and rehabilitation before failure of their systems can occur. This is an important factor in maintaining water quality, protecting public health and the environment, and promoting economic development.

Cleaner Water
DWR’s Water Sciences Laboratory secured a federal grant to expand its research and partnerships to address 1,4 dioxane so the emerging contaminant of concern could be studied in several basins other than the Cape Fear River basin. 

DWR staff secured a grant to conduct additional testing for harmful algal blooms so the state is better equipped to alert the public to avoid the blooms when they are forming. Some naturally occurring algal blooms often grow in fresh water lakes, ponds and canals and use the sun to grow large. Such blooms can be harmful to human health, pets, livestock and aquatic plants. 

# # #
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From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov); Noelle S Talley (Noelle.Talley@nc.gov)
Subject: year end final
Date: Friday, December 29, 2017 10:41:00 AM
Attachments: 2017 DEQ Accomplishments-Draft3-12.28.17.docx
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So we are all good here to send. No edits from here from the last one.
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cd9f3882421746bcb5a60cbe82cdff89-nstalley

[image: https://us.vocuspr.com/Publish/2559318/vcsPRAsset_2559318_72537_8d869947-1e1e-4c8c-937c-3bc65a0b7380_0.png]Roy Cooper, Governor		                                          Michael S. Regan, Secretary









       









Release: IMMEDIATE	                                            Contact: Jill Warren Lucas

Date:	 Dec. 28, 2017 	                    	                    Phone: 919-707-8446



Year in review: DEQ works to protect the environment, public health of North Carolinians



RALEIGH – The N.C. Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) took significant steps to protect the environment and provide leadership and technical support to North Carolina in its year-end review while laying groundwork for the work ahead.

Among the accomplishments of 2017 were  chartering the Secretaries’ Science Advisory Board (SAB) to examine the science behind unregulated compounds, a thorough review of the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline, opposition to a federal plan to open North Carolina’s coast to oil drilling and encouraging use of renewable energy for the state’s future.

“Keeping North Carolina’s environment clean is vital to our continued growth and competitiveness, and we all have a stake in a healthy North Carolina,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan. “An example is expanding the board’s scope from air toxins to new and emerging contaminants like GenX,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan, who co-leads the SAB with Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen. “The deep and diverse knowledge of this board, paired with the technical expertise and dedication of our staff, will help us to make science-based decisions to improve environmental conditions for all North Carolina residents.”

While DEQ has focused considerable, cross-agency resources on the impact of GenX in the Cape Fear River since June, divisions achieved several other important environmental milestones this year:

· The Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan was hailed as a model for states facing significant water infrastructure needs;

· The combined efforts of the Hazardous Waste and Brownfields programs to clean up and revitalize contaminated sites repurposed the areas to encourage economic development; and

· Strong industry engagement programs through the Environmental Stewardship Initiative, that celebrate the voluntary commitment of leading manufacturers that prioritize environmental stewardship. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other Key Achievements:

Protecting Communities
Secretary Regan renewed emphasis on the importance of ensuring transparency and fairness in all Title VI (nondiscrimination laws and requirements) and environmental justice (EJ) issues within DEQ’s purview. The department worked with the U.S. EPA and EJ stakeholder groups statewide to learn more about and address issues affecting these communities. DEQ has supported listening sessions, individual stakeholder meetings and public hearings on key issues related to coal ash, water and air quality, and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Moreover, DEQ has collaborated with variety of commissions, such as the N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs and the Governor's Advisory Council on Hispanic/Latino Affairs, to address Title VI and EJ challenges.

Cleaner Air
“It’s Our Air,” a new air quality curriculum designed for North Carolina high school students, was introduced on April 26 to mark Earth Day. The free course provides a series of activities and videos designed to help students gain a better understanding of the science and technology used to explain, monitor, predict and protect air quality. The Division of Air Quality (DAQ) provided hands-on training to teachers across the state to help them incorporate “It’s Our Air” into lesson plans, with more workshops planned for 2018.  

In November, Governor Roy Cooper named DAQ as the lead agency to manage the state’s $92 million share of the national Volkswagen Settlement. Public input will be received through Sunday, Dec. 31, on how the state should invest in projects that will significantly reduce pollution from diesel sources. Public meetings will follow, with a mitigation plan to be finalized and projects chosen later in the year.

Additionally, North Carolina was designated as attaining the strict federal standard for ozone in all 100 counties. Unhealthy ozone levels have declined since the early 2000s through partnerships with industry, local governments and organizations focused on curbing air pollution statewide. This relationship shows how a robust economy and healthy environment can thrive at the same time, Regan said. 

Protecting Our Coast
The Division of Coastal Management (DCM) awarded more than $1.6 million to 14 local governments to improve public access to coastal beaches and waters for FY2017-18. The awards ranged from $13,000 to $300,000 and included projects such as boardwalks, public restrooms, kayak launches, fishing pier and parking improvements, and repair of the Yaupon Pier in Oak Island.

DCM also developed a Statewide Programmatic Biological Opinion in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that will streamline a portion of the permitting process for beach nourishment projects along North Carolina’s oceanfront, saving local governments time and costs. 

Hurricane Matthew Recovery

The Division of Coastal Management awarded $100,000 in grants to seven coastal municipalities for local planning and management projects that will help them prepare for hurricanes, storms and growth for the 2017-18 fiscal year. Projects funded include flooding mitigation planning, flooding vulnerability, stormwater drainage and updates to land use plan natural hazard policies. Of note is a grant to Hyde County to assist in the development a watershed restoration plan to address drainage issues and improve water quality in Lake Mattamuskeet. 

The Dam Safety program of the Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources (DEMLR) responded to and inspected more than 400 dams in the two-week period following Hurricane Matthew in October 2016. DEMLR took immediate action on multiple dams that were considered a high threat or danger to the public and key infrastructure, including an enforcement action requiring the owners of Woodlake Dam make required repairs. When the owners failed to comply, DEMLR initiated a breaching of the dam using $1.3 million in Disaster Recovery funds to protect the public downstream.

The Division of Water Infrastructure provided over $4.85 million in Disaster Recovery funding to communities whose water infrastructure systems were significantly damaged by Hurricane Matthew. Examples of support include over $1.8 million to the Town of Fair Bluff for pump station flood resiliency improvements and moving a drinking water well out of the flood plain, and $1 million to the Town of Wadesboro for the Burns Street Basin sewer rehabilitation.

Stormwater Management
DEMLR began implementing new and updated stormwater management rules on Jan.1 following an extensive stakeholder process that included regulators, developers, academia and environmental groups. The new rules simplify the permitting process and provide greater flexibility while maintaining water quality protection measures.

Celebrating Stewardship
The Environmental Stewardship Initiative (ESI) recognized five more Stewards in the program, bringing the total number of participants to 27. ESI’s mission is to assist organizations in reducing their environmental impacts beyond regulatory requirements, and serving as role models for other high achieving operations. 



The Recycling and Materials Management Section of the Division of Environmental Assistance and Consumer Services (DEACS) provided more than $1.3 million in recycling grants to local governments that support public and private sector recycling activity. Projects modernized curbside recycling and diverted materials from the waste stream to become raw materials for business and industry, in turn reducing dependence on disposal, saving landfill space and avoiding the cost of disposal. Grants also helped counties to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of recycling services at solid waste convenience centers in rural areas, advance the recovery and recycling of mercury-containing products, and abate abandoned manufactured homes.

The Waste Reduction Partners (WRP) team provided on-site waste reductions and energy efficiency assessments for 164 clients across 45 counties, helping businesses and institutions save $1.54 million in FY2017. The WRP also worked with 75 clients to divert more than 9,421 tons of waste from landfills. The value to these customers, including disposal management savings and material revenues, is estimated at $556,000. WRP also provided water efficiency assessments for large water customers in the City of Asheville, saving customers 15.3 million gallons of water and eliminating $72,235 in operating costs.

Supporting Fisheries
The Artificial Reefs Program worked with local non-governmental organizations to create oyster habitat and enhance fishing opportunities. This includes the Swan Island Oyster Sanctuary near the mouth of the Neuse River, the five-acre Artificial Reef-491 in the Cape Fear River near Carolina Beach State Park, and the Artificial Reef-430 off Oak Island. 

Marine Fisheries processed a significant increase in the number of shellfish lease applications as in previous years. Between 2012 and 2015, the division averaged receiving nine applications; since 2016, it has received more than 100. The increase in applications is due, in part, to development of new, highly efficient culture methods and streamlined regulatory requirements.

[bookmark: _Hlk502234356]Waste Management
During FY2016-17, the Hazardous Waste program’s actions ensured the safe management of an estimated 95,915 gallons and six tons of hazardous waste, 1,810 gallons and 7.36 tons of non-hazardous waste, 1,275 gallons of used oil, and 30,384 pounds of universal waste that otherwise may have been mismanaged. These actions also ensured that more than 1,896 individuals (mostly staff at affected facilities) that could have been adversely affected were protected.   

During the same period, and celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Brownfields Program, the division completed 55 brownfields agreements. These projects represent 1,186 abandoned, idled or underused properties put back into safe reuse, thousands of jobs created, and more than $1.95 billion in estimated capital investment in brownfields redevelopment.

Awards and Recognition

DEQ received the EPA’s Excellence in State Engagement Supporting Reuse award for the agency’s ongoing commitment to support redevelopment and community revitalization. The honor recognizes DEQ’s role in the cleanup and reuse planning processes at the Ecusta Mill Superfund site in Pisgah Forest; for facilitating the redevelopment of the Martin-Marietta, Sodyeco Inc. Superfund site near Charlotte into ReVenture Park; and for promoting redevelopment at contaminated sites through Geographic Information Systems designed to provide information for potential developers on site use limitations.

The Water Finance Research Foundation named “North Carolina's Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan: The Road to Viability” the Best State Level Water Infrastructure Master Plan in the country, helping to manage the aging water infrastructure crisis and sustainable infrastructure management and funding concerns. Also hailed by the EPA for its innovative and strategic approach in dealing with the state’s significant water infrastructure needs, the report has been viewed as a model by other states. Implementation continues through coordination and meetings with local elected officials, regional Councils of Government, and other organizations.

The Public Water Supply section of the Division of Water Resources awarded 49 water treatment plants the prestigious N.C. Area Wide Optimization Award, which is a state effort to enhance the performance of existing surface water treatment facilities. Awards are given each year to water systems that demonstrate outstanding turbidity removal, a key test of drinking water quality. While all drinking water systems must meet strict state and federal drinking water standards, these systems met performance goals that are significantly more stringent. During 2016, nearly 3 million North Carolina residents were served by these award-winning plants. The award winners included Asheville, Charlotte, Morganton, Boone, Cary, Lincolnton and Greenville, among others.

Water Infrastructure

The division funded $8.2 million in asset inventory and assessment grants, helping North Carolina’s utilities proactively assess their water infrastructure and actively plan for replacement and rehabilitation before failure of their systems can occur. This is an important factor in maintaining water quality, protecting public health and the environment, and promoting economic development.

Cleaner Water
DWR’s Water Sciences Laboratory secured a federal grant to expand its research and partnerships to address 1,4 dioxane so the emerging contaminant of concern could be studied in several basins other than the Cape Fear River basin. 

DWR staff secured a grant to conduct additional testing for harmful algal blooms so the state is better equipped to alert the public to avoid the blooms when they are forming. Some naturally occurring algal blooms often grow in fresh water lakes, ponds and canals and use the sun to grow large. Such blooms can be harmful to human health, pets, livestock and aquatic plants. 

# # #

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ncdenr: Twitter: http://twitter.com/NCDENR

1601 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC  27699-1601	          

RSS feed: http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/opa/news-releases-rss: 
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From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: ACP Letter of Disapproval
Date: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 5:04:00 PM
Attachments: NORTH-2018-004 LOD3 20180103 DRAFT.doc
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This is scheduled to go out tomorrow
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Holman, Sheila 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2018 5:00 PM
To: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>; Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: ACP Letter of Disapproval
 
Sorry,
 
The correct version is attached.  The letter will go out tomorrow.
 
Sheila
 
Sheila Holman
Assistant Secretary for the Environment
NCDEQ
1601 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601
Phone/Fax: 919-707-8619
deq.nc.gov
Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
 

From: Denton, Bill 
Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 3:03 PM
To: Vinson, Toby <toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>; Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Coco, Julie <julie.coco@ncdenr.gov>; Castle, Sally Y <sally.castle@ncdenr.gov>; Valentine, Thad

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
http://www.ncair.org/
mailto:Sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
mailto:toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julie.coco@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sally.castle@ncdenr.gov
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Letter of Disapproval


Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC

January 4, 2018
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January 4, 2018

LETTER OF DISAPPROVAL

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

7017 0190 0000 9562 5172

Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC 

ATTN:  Leslie N. Hartz, VP Pipeline Construction

707 East Main St


Richmond, VA 23219


RE:
Project Name:  Dominion Energy Transmission Inc. on behalf of Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

Project ID:  NORTH-2018-004


County:  Northampton, City:  Various, Address:  Linear – Multiple Roads





Submitted By:  ERM

Date Received by LQS:  December 20, 2017

Plan Type:  Utilities


Dear Sir or Madam:


The erosion and sedimentation control plan submitted for the subject project has been reviewed and is disapproved for the reasons listed on the attached sheet.


You may submit a revised erosion and sedimentation control plan for approval addressing those items outlined on the enclosed form.  Under the authority of NCGS 113A-54.1(a), this office has 15 days from the date of receipt to approve or disapprove your revised plan.  However, if you wish to contest the disapproval of this plan, you must request an administrative hearing within 60 days of your receipt of this Letter of Disapproval.  This request must be in the form of a written petition, conforming to Chapter 150B of the North Carolina General Statutes, and filed with the Office of Administrative Hearings, 6714 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-6714.  A copy of the petition must be served on this Department as follows:


Office of General Counsel


Department of Environmental Quality

1601 Mail Service Center


Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1601


Pending approval of a revised plan or a decision on an appeal, commencement of any land-disturbing activity associated with this project shall constitute a violation of the Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973 (NCGS 113A-51 through 66).


Please feel free to contact this office at your convenience if you have any questions or if we can provide any assistance in resolving this matter.


Sincerely,


William H. Denton, IV, PE

Regional Engineer


DEMLR

Enclosure:  Reasons for Disapproval


Cc:
Scott Robinson, PE, ERM NC, Inc. – Electronic Copy



Danny Smith, DWR Field and Operations Supervisor 




DEMLR – Raleigh Regional Office File


REASONS FOR DISAPPROVAL


Project Name:  Dominion Energy Transmission Inc. on behalf of Atlantic Coast Pipeline LLC 

Project ID:  NORTH-2018-004


County:  Northampton


1. Provide a copy of the USACE 404 permit and DWR 401 certifications for the office file.  Provide a copy of the DWR Buffer Authorization.  Submit documentation with maps showing location and extent of impacts to streams and wetlands with any special conditions pertaining to erosion and sediment control and restoration of affected areas.  Identify the streams, wetlands, and buffers on the plan sheets to correspond with the above referenced permits and certifications. (GS 113A-54.1(a)) 

2. Provide a detailed/specific construction sequence that coordinates the timing of land-disturbing activities and the installation and removal of all proposed erosion and sedimentation control measures.  Provide a construction sequence for the USFWS stream crossing.    (GS113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0105, 15A NCAC 04B .0106(5)) 

3. Provide a legend with symbols/icons to identify all sediment and erosion control measures.  Measures are to be to scale. Properly align measures on the plan sheets   Provide a symbol for the wood mats and the hatching used to identify areas requiring 7-day ground stabilization.  Provide a symbol for the water impoundment structures and identify where these structures will be installed. (GS113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0105, 15A NCAC 04B .0106(5)) 

4. Clearly show the limits of disturbance throughout the project, and include all proposed erosion and sedimentation control measures and land disturbing within the defined limits. Adequate space must be provided in the access roads for truck turnaround and two-way traffic.  Adequate space is to be determined for the water impoundment structures.  A revised Financial Responsibility/Ownership Form and additional fee may be necessary, if the total disturbed acreage exceeds the original submittal.   (GS113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0105, 15A NCAC 04B .0106(5)) 

5. Identify the type of road cross section that applies to each of the access roads (referencing Detail 4/2-10). Provide a method of stabilization based upon the existing or modified road cross section. Provide road side ditch calculations to determine which measures are needed to stabilize the ditch.   Include appropriate permissible velocity and/or shear stress data.  Provide liners/matting where indicated.   The existing roads which are to be used as access roads are described as “farm roads/paths”.  The description provided for the minor and major road upgrades Response to Letter of Disapproval dated November 6, 2017, states that minor and major road upgrades include “clearing of roadside growth (brush, etc.), addition of stone to improve the travel surface, removal of overhead obstructions (tree limbs, etc.) and road widening.” The Access Road sequence provided refers the contractor to sheet 8/10, which provides construction specifications for vegetation stabilization.  There is no directive regarding grading the slopes (no less than 3:1 as requested by Stormwater Project No. SWG040095), the installation of matting, the installation of check dams.   Additionally, there is no space or design provided for areas of turn out and there is no space provided for two-way traffic on these existing farm roads and paths. (GS 113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0113) 

6. Provide the acreage for the compressor station.  The acreage of each of the project areas is needed to determine the adequacy of the sediment and erosion control measures. Identify the location of these structures on the plan sheets. (GS 113A-57(3))

7. Provide the drainage area and disturbed area, runoff coefficient and rainfall intensity for the basin design.  Include the installation of the basins and temporary diversions in the construction sequence.  GS 113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0113)  


8. Provide anti-flotation calculations for the riser structures.  Provide the inside and outside length and width of the riser and height of the riser used in the calculation. (GS 113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0113)

9. Provide stable conveyance of the runoff entering each of the proposed basins.  (15A NCAC 04B.0106(4))

10. Provide design calculations for the existing and proposed outlet stabilization structures on the plan sheets. Provide design calculations for the associated culverts and pipes.  (GS 113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0113) 

11. Provide additional erosion and sedimentation control measures as required to protect all public and private property from damage.  Concentrated flow must be diffused using some type of erosion control measures to prevent streambank erosion.  Provide a silt fence outlet or other measures at low points along the silt fence, including at skimmer basin outlets.    (113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0105) 

12. Provide a specific plan detail, specific construction specifications, and specific maintenance requirements for USFWS stream crossing, vegetative stream bank stabilization, and armored stream bank stabilization.  Provide a plan detail for the HDD and bore pits to include the associated erosion and sedimentation control measures.  Provide a plan detail, construction specifications, and maintenance requirements for the water impoundment structure. (GS 113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0113)

13. Provide a plan detail and construction specifications for the standard silt fence and silt fence outlet that complies with the skirt trench requirements per the Erosion and Sediment Control Planning and Design Manual.  The skirt is to be trenched in at least 8 inches vertically and 4 inches horizontally.  Specify under which conditions the various silt fence and BSRF types are to be installed. (GS 113A-57(3), 15A NCAC 04B .0113)  

14. Provide two copies of the plan set (one full-size and one half-size), showing the modifications required for approval.  To facilitate DEMLR review, bubble, highlight, or otherwise identify the changes to your resubmittal.  Provide one copy of additional items (such as design calculations).  Provide a cover letter referencing the project name, project ID number, and purpose of submittal.     (G.S. 113A-57(4)) 


State of North Carolina  |  Environmental Quality | Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources


Raleigh Regional Office  |  1628 Mail Service Center  |  Raleigh, NC 27609 


919 791 4200   


Revised 01062009








<thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: RE: ACP Letter of Disapproval
 
My apologies.  I grabbed the wrong document and attached to my previous e-mail.  The attached is
correct.   Shout out to Julie Coco for bringing that to my attention.
 
- Bill
 
William H. Denton, IV, PE
Regional Engineer – RRO
Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources – Land Quality Section
Department of Environmental Quality
 
919 791 4200    office
bill.denton@ncdenr.gov
 
1628 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and
may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Denton, Bill 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2018 2:06 PM
To: Vinson, Toby <toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov>; Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Coco, Julie <julie.coco@ncdenr.gov>; Castle, Sally Y <sally.castle@ncdenr.gov>; Valentine, Thad
<thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: FW: ACP Letter of Disapproval
 
All:
 
Per previous instruction, I am sending the attached draft Letter of Disapproval for the ACP project to
you for review and the okay to proceed with mailing it out to the applicant.  Sally was able to
consolidate some of the comments, so we ended up with 14 instead of the 19 previously reported.
 
We’ll be standing by until we hear back, but to meet our 15 calendar day deadline it should be put in
mail by COB tomorrow (Thursday Jan. 4).  Thank you.
 
- Bill
 
William H. Denton, IV, PE
Regional Engineer – RRO
Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources – Land Quality Section
Department of Environmental Quality
 

mailto:thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov
mailto:bill.denton@ncdenr.gov
mailto:toby.vinson@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julie.coco@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sally.castle@ncdenr.gov
mailto:thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov


919 791 4200    office
bill.denton@ncdenr.gov
 
1628 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and
may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Castle, Sally Y 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2018 9:20 AM
To: Denton, Bill <bill.denton@ncdenr.gov>; Valentine, Thad <thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: ACP Letter of Disapproval
 
 
 
Sally Y. Castle, E.I.
Regional Engineering Associate
Raleigh Regional Office
Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources – Land Quality Section
Department of Environmental Quality
 
919 791-4215   direct
919 791-4200   main
Email: sally.castle@ncdenr.gov
DEMLR website:   http://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources
Physical: 3800 Barrett Drive,
                Raleigh NC 27609
 
Mailing:  1628 Mail Service Center
                Raleigh NC, 27699-1628
 

mailto:bill.denton@ncdenr.gov
mailto:bill.denton@ncdenr.gov
mailto:thad.valentine@ncdenr.gov
mailto:sally.castle@ncdenr.gov
http://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: ACP Update Notes - Jan. 3, 2018
Date: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 1:36:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Munger, Bridget 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2018 1:04 PM
To: Holman, Sheila <sheila.holman@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>; Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: ACP Update Notes - Jan. 3, 2018
 
ACP Weekly Update Notes
Jan. 3, 2018
 

DAQ: No written response has been received from Dominion following DAQ’s
request for additional information on the air quality permit application for the
Northampton compressor station facility. Mike A. has reviewed draft hearing officer’s
report; it is in good shape. 

 
DWR: In response to the fifth add-info request, Dominion submitted a revised
cumulative analysis report on Dec. 20. Information submitted is under review to
ensure that all the requested information has been provided. Final edits are being
made to the hearing officer’s report. Staff is meeting with Linda Culpepper tomorrow
to discuss further.

 
DEMLR - E&SC: Staff will issue another letter of disapproval to Dominion by Jan. 4,
which is the 15-day deadline date. The letter will include about 19 comments/items,
which is down from 34 on the last letter of disapproval. There is no set deadline for
Dominion to respond once the letter of disapproval is issued. Staff said the timeline is
working out that we may be ready to issue an approval for the E&SC and
construction stormwater permit application when the 401 certification issues are

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov



resolved. Per standard procedures, DEMLR will not issue the E&SC or construction
stormwater permit approval prior to 401/404 approvals. 

 
DEMLR - Stormwater: No information has been received from Dominion in response
to the DEMLR’s requests for more information on the stormwater general permit and
stormwater individual permit. Options for a public comment period are under
discussion.
 

 
 
 
Bridget Munger
Public Information Officer
N.C. Department of Environmental Quality
 

919-807-6363   office
919-207-7786   mobile
bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
 

1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC  27699-1612
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 
 

mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: White, Julia W
Cc: Weiner, Sadie; Talley, Noelle S
Subject: ACP
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2018 11:27:00 AM
Attachments: ACP Additional Requirements.docx
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This just covers the 401 will collect mitigation from other permits.
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: White, Julia W 
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 10:08 AM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Weiner, Sadie <sadie.weiner@nc.gov>; Talley, Noelle S <Noelle.Talley@nc.gov>
Subject: Re: Permitting
 
Thank you.

On Jan 9, 2018, at 10:06 AM, Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov> wrote:

ACP coming shortly as well
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 
<image001.png>
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

<DEQ Efforts to Improve Disclosure Processes for NPDES Permit
Applications.docx>

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:sadie.weiner@nc.gov
mailto:Noelle.Talley@nc.gov
mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov

ACP – 401 Certification

Staff are currently drafting individual 401 certification which will have conditions beyond those required by the national certification.  These are similar to other individual certifications issued by DEQ.

Due to NCDEQ requiring an individual certification, the company had to address impacts on fish and mussels, including relocation plans as part of the individual 401 process.  This would not have been required if we had simply gone with the federal 401 certification.

Pre- and post- well testing:

The company proposed to conduct well testing prior to construction within 150 feet of the pipeline and within 500 feet of any blasting, and to conduct post construction well testing only if there are complaints.  The DEQ staff recommend that both pre- and post- well testing be required.

Ground Cover:

The company agreed to comply with NCG01 construction storm water permit conditions, even though a storm water permit is not normally required for utility lines.  This will result in ground cover established within 7-14 days instead of the normal 21 day period.

The company will be required to monitor temporary impacts as part of the individual 401 certification.

The company is being required to supply data for drilling fluid additives which will be reviewed by DEQ for a toxicity evaluation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The entire length of the pipeline in North Carolina is underground to minimize disruption to the natural environment that would have not been required under national certification. 
















From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Sadie Weiner (sadie.weiner@nc.gov); Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov); Noelle S Talley (Noelle.Talley@nc.gov)
Subject: Permitting
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2018 10:06:00 AM
Attachments: DEQ Efforts to Improve Disclosure Processes for NPDES Permit Applications.docx
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ACP coming shortly as well
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=df98bd64929043eeaab54e589dd7d1b2-asweiner
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cd9f3882421746bcb5a60cbe82cdff89-nstalley

DEQ Efforts to Improve Disclosure Processes for NPDES Permit Applications 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Even without new statutes and rules being established yet staff have identified several areas where the disclosure process can be improved that are being referenced with current permitting applications, including:

· Disclose by-products, intermediates and compounds or any other compounds known to be formed upon release to water. 

· Cross reference TRI and SARA Title III data on chemicals used at facilities as staff review NPDES applications. 

· Wastewater schematics outlining chemicals and concentrations. 

· Require disclosure of effluent limits/Consent Orders in other states/countries 

· Provide health data available for chemicals 

Staff are also in the process of evaluating disclosure requirements used by other states.

A meeting with industrial stakeholders was held in late November to discuss improved disclosure process ideas.  Staff are in the process of scheduling a meeting with environmental groups and a separate one with municipal wastewater treatment plant operators to gather their ideas on improving the disclosure process.

An enhancement to the existing ambient monitoring strategy is underway to better characterize emerging compounds in the watersheds across the state.  This data will help inform the agency in determining necessary monitoring requirements that need to be included in NPDES permits.




From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project Update: Jan. 10, 2018
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2018 6:21:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: Munger, Bridget 
Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2018 6:14 PM
To: Munger, Bridget <bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project Update: Jan. 10, 2018
 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline Project Update
Jan. 10, 2018
 

On Dec. 14, the Division of Water Resources issued a fifth request for additional information as
part of the project's 401 water quality certification application. 
DWR Dec. 14 Request for Additional Information

 
On Dec. 20, the Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources issued requests for additional
information for the two general stormwater permit applications submitted by Atlantic Coast
Pipeline, LLC. In addition, staff has determined that an individual stormwater permit will be
required for a proposed contractor's yard that would be located in Cumberland County. No
application has been received for the individual stormwater permit.
Request for Additional Information - Nash Co. General Stormwater Permit
Request for Additional Information - Cumberland Co. General Stormwater Permit

 
Also on Dec. 20, Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC submitted additional information in response to
DWR’s Dec. 14 request. The response is currently under review by staff.
Additional Information from Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC 

 
On Jan. 4, the Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources issued a letter of disapproval for
the erosion and sediment control plan for the northern portion of the pipeline route proposed for
North Carolina. 

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:julia.white@nc.gov
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Energy%20Mineral%20and%20Land%20Resources/DEMLR/Atlantic-Coast-Pipeline/ACP-DWR%20401%20Cert%20Add-Info%20Req-5%20Dec.%2014%202017.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Energy%20Mineral%20and%20Land%20Resources/DEMLR/Atlantic-Coast-Pipeline/AddInfoRequest2_RRO.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Energy%20Mineral%20and%20Land%20Resources/DEMLR/Atlantic-Coast-Pipeline/AddInfoRequest2_FRO.pdf
http://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WaterResources/0/doc/618012/Page1.aspx



Letter of Disapproval
 

On Jan. 9, the Division of Air Quality received an air quality modeling report in response to the
Dec. 4 request for additional information from the applicant. The report is currently under review by
air permitting staff. By law, once it is determined that all the required information has been
submitted, the division director has 10 days to take a final permitting action. 
Air Quality Modeling Report

 
 
More Information
Information on the pipeline project’s environmental review process is regularly updated on the DEQ
website: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp. Please feel free to share
this update with other interested parties who may wish to have more information on the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline project.
 
 
 
Bridget Munger
Public Information Officer
N.C. Department of Environmental Quality
 

919-807-6363   office
919-207-7786   mobile
bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
 

1612 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC  27699-1612
 

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Energy%20Mineral%20and%20Land%20Resources/DEMLR/Atlantic-Coast-Pipeline/NORTH-2018-004%20LOD3%2020180103%20FINAL.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Energy%20Mineral%20and%20Land%20Resources/DEMLR/Atlantic-Coast-Pipeline/Northampton%20Air%20Quality%20Modeling%20Report%201-2018.pdf
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Julia White (julia.white@nc.gov)
Subject: FW: [External] Report Released on Failure of the ACP to Demonstrate Economic Development Benefit
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 4:01:00 PM
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The Failure of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline to Demonstrate 


Economic Development Benefit to the NC Department of Environmental Quality 


and the Public of North Carolina 
 


Compiled by Nancy LaPlaca, Energy Consultant 
 


This report provides strong evidence to contravene the Atlantic Coast Pipeline’s (ACP’s) 


assertion that the ACP will provide jobs and economic development to Johnston, Cumberland 


and Robeson Counties, while doing little damage in terms of cumulative impacts. These 


statements by the ACP are plainly false, as discussed below. 


 


1. The likelihood that the ACP will bring economic development to Johnston, Cumberland 


and Robeson Counties in North Carolina is not true, as demonstrated by the facts below;  


2. ACP asserts that the cumulative impacts of the ACP in Johnston, Cumberland and 


Robeson Counties will be minor, whereas the real cumulative impacts will be substantial 


and the damage will be irreversible. 


 


In response to the Request for Additional Information from the NC Department of 


Environmental Quality to the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (dated December 14, 2017), Mr. Richard 


Gangle of Dominion Energy submitted a Revised “Cumulative Impacts Assessment for Johnston, 


Cumberland, and Robeson Counties, North Carolina.” (dated December 20, 2017).  This ACP 


report concludes that the proposed pipeline will encourage economic development and that its 


cumulative impacts are minor.  


 


Contrary to its economic development claims and submissions to the NC DEQ,  the ACP report 


fails to make a valid or reliable case to support such claims. This critique is based on the 


following 22 findings: 


 


1.The analysis in the 12/20/17 filing is supposed to be “qualitative”, but actually 


includes no additional concrete data, only a recitation of demographics; 


 


2.The report states that the ACP will increase population, but doesn’t say specifically 


how or why, and its answers imply that simply because these three counties have an 


ample supply of undeveloped land, this alone will create economic development. A 


much more reliable assessment is that the (so-called) “positive” effects of having more 


natural gas available will be outweighed by the negative effects from pollution, noise 


and increased fire and safety hazards, and loss of revenue due to major decreases in 
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property values that are well researched and documented and have already begun 


along the proposed ACP route.  


 


3.The ACP response states that increased availability of natural gas will create economic 


development, yet the vast majority of gas will be utilized by Dominion and Duke Energy, 


its owners, for private, electric generation. Simply stating how much gas is used by 


different end-users (i.e. power plants, residential or industrial use) does not 


automatically result in economic development. Since the vast majority of gas is going to 


power plants that Dominion and Duke Energy already own, issues of self-dealing and 


misrepresentation of development claims are valid.  


 


4.The ACP response implies that the pipeline will increase economic development in 


Johnston County, while acknowledging that the real driver of economic development in 


that county is its proximity to the Research Triangle Park. There is no reason to believe 


that the ACP in and of itself will drive economic development in Johnston County. If that 


were the case, the ACP would have provided the names of companies, as requested by 


NC DEQ,  that would open up new businesses due to the increased availability of gas 


(page 7). 


 


5. The ACP response implies that the pipeline will increase economic development in 


Cumberland County, while acknowledging that the military bases (Fort Bragg and Pope 


Air Force Base) are the primary drivers of economic development in Cumberland. The 


report provides no evidence to support the assertion that the proposed pipeline will 


provide any direct economic development value in Cumberland County. The response 


names existing companies in the county, but doesn’t mention any new ones that would 


build businesses in Cumberland County as a result of the ACP. 


 


6. The ACP response admits that the economic development effects in Robeson County 


will be limited, while Robeson will be burdened with major additional infrastructure, 


that is disclosed for the first time. In spite of new disclosures of specific development 


projects, there are absolutely no details or analysis of the purpose, use, and impact of 


this new, proposed infrastructure provided by the ACP as requested by the DEQ. Also, 


there is no acknowledgement of the additional risks to the public and environment, 


including water sources and resources, from these newly disclosed, proposed 


developments.  In addition, there is no acknowledgment of the increased pollution, 


noise, and visual obstruction that will occur as a result of placing a Metering and 


Regulating Station and 350 ft. t0wer in a well-populated area and major intersection in 
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the heart of the Native American community that leads to Pembroke and the University 


of NC – Pembroke from the north side of town.  


 


The report also references the placement of two taps along the pipeline route in 


Robeson County as well as a railroad yard with gas infrastructure. It also makes 


references to the former coal-fired Weatherspoon Plant in Lumberton with no specifics. 


In relation to all three of these additional developments that are disclosed for the first 


time,  there is no explanation of their purpose, use, and scale. Unanswered questions 


include the following. Attachment 1 mentions “line taps”, but fails to give even a single 


detail about what these taps are, where they will be located, and how they operate. 


Similarly, descriptions such as “piping modifications” are glossed over and never 


explained, including “install tap for solar facility.” Why would a solar facility need a 


natural gas tap? Perhaps they are referring to the confusingingly-named “Solar Centaur” 


compressor, which is actually powered by natural gas? If so, this borders on fraudulently 


misleading.  What will these taps be used for? What additional infrastructure will these 


taps and railroad yard require in order to fulfill their undisclosed purpose? What are the 


plans for the former coal-fired Weatherspoon Plant in Lumberton? Why aren’t the 


details requested by DEQ to identify and document specific, development and impact 


projects within each county provided? Given these additional and extensive 


developments of the proposed infrastructure in Robeson County, why is there no 


reference to the positive or negative impact of these newly disclosed projects on 


economic development? There is a significant disjuncture between the statement that 


the development effects on Robeson County will be limited when the details of new 


development in the county are much more significant relative to developments in the 


other counties referenced in the report.  


 


This disjuncture between the stated pattern of major development and the claim of 


limited impact is of major concern given that Robeson County is the most racially 


diverse, rural county in North Carolina and the United States, and one of the nation’s 


poorest. It is also home to the Lumbee Tribe, the largest Native American population 


East of the Mississippi River. Why has the ACP consistently avoided providing the 


requested information from the NC Department of Environmental Quality.  


 


A major question and concern in Robeson County as why the additional pipeline to carry 


ACP gas from Pembroke to Duke Energy’s gas-powered plant in Hamlaet was segmented 


out of the ACP. It is the same gas and this pipeline utilizes the Pembroke M&R station’s 


capacities. Even though Hamlet is presently the real terminus of the ACP gas and 


pipeline, not Pembroke, why has this pipeline been allowed to be segmented out of the 
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ACP? Is it because this pipeline crosses the Lumber River that is has both state and 


federal designation as a Natural and Scenic River? Aren’t there NEPA regulations that 


govern the crossing of rivers with these federal designations? Have these regulations, if 


applicable, been met? If so, under what regulatory power? What amount and 


percentage  of the total ACP gas will be utilized at the Hamlet plant? Will this gas totally 


replace the gas from Transco that presently feeds the Hamlet Plant. Will ACP gas be fully 


utilized along the complete Charlotte to Wilmington gas line and connect at Pembroke? 


If so, what percentage of the total gas in N.C. will be utilized by this pipeline?   


 


The lack of detail and description of the proposed developments in Robeson County 


further indicate the ACP’s avoidance to responsibly provide the specificity of 


development information and its economic impact, if any, on county-by-county basis 


that includes every proposed development in all eight impacted counties.  Such detail 


has been repeatedly requested by NC DEQ from September through December 2017.   


 


This pattern of consistently side stepping DEQ requests for development details at 


specific locations within each county make the need for an additional and more 


emphatic request for such information from the NC DEQ in 2018 inevitable. It also is 


grounds for the requests being made for the NC DEQ to hold  three public hearings to 


receive public input and review of the ACP’s economic development claims and 


submissions prior to DEQ’s request for further information in early 2018.. 


 


7. Recent statements and reports by Dominion executives have said that the pipeline 


would be extended to South Carolina, following a year of denying such assertions. 


Officials have acknowledged that to continue the pipeline into South Carolina will 


require further infrastructure development in North Carolina, implying the construction 


of a compressor station would be necessary. The ACP report makes no mention of these 


official statements.   


 


Dominion’s misleading and false statements on whether the ACP will be extended into 


South Carolina are egregious, and constitute a serious breach of faith. Its documented 


denial of such plans, even after Dominion’s leading pipeline official acknowledged them, 


is evidence of the fraudulent representation of the pipeline by the ACP’s owners 


throughout the entire application process until January 2018.  Under mounting pressure 


and the announcement of Dominion’s interest in expanding its business in South 


Carolina, Dominion officials confirmed these plans. How can the public and our state’s 


public servants trust other Dominion statements on the ACP when Dominion 


fraudulently misrepresented this extension? In addition, it is not known whether there 
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are and have been plans, even since the beginning of the ACP design, for the final 


destination of its gas to be the export station at Elba Island in GA. Perhaps the ACP gas 


will actually will be used primarily by power plants and industries in South Carolina, or 


some combination. Dominion owes the ratepayers of North Carolina an explanation. 


The NC Department of Environmental Quality has specifically asked the ACP these 


questions and documents state that there were no plans to take the ACP beyond its 


terminus in Pembroke at the present time.  


 


In September 2017, Dan Weekley, Dominion executive,  stated that that the ACP will 


extend into South Carolina.  http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/south-


carolina/2017/09/29/disputed-natural-gas-pipeline-likely-expand-sc/716174001/ . In 


addition, Dominion’s recent bid to purchase South Carolina utility SCANA, means that 


the ACP would “encourage” extension into South Carolina 


https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/2018/01/08/scana-deal-should-


encourage-extension-of-the.html and https://www.utilitydive.com/news/report-


dominion-to-consider-expanding-atlantic-coast-pipeline-into-south-c/506216/  


 


ACP’s continued assertion that the pipeline would not be extended past Robeson 


County is disingenuous at best, and simple fraud at worst. 


 


 


 


An extension of the pipeline into South Carolina -- and possible Georgia -- requires 


further analysis of the impacts on water bodies. Recent statements from China that they 


will purchase $83 billion worth of natural gas from WV support the claim that the gas is 


intended for export. https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/china-energy-and-


west-virginia-announce-framework-to-invest-83-billion-in-shale-gas-and-chemical-


manufacturing-projects-300552702.html The negative impacts of the pipeline on water 


bodies in NC, SC, and GA will likely not be outweighed by any economic benefits to 


ratepayers. States will suffer a degradation of its natural resources and major risks to 


public health and safety while the ACP’s shareholders reap all the benefits. 


 


The fact that the plans to consider taking the ACP into South Carolina are now public, 


the -entire scope and scale of the ACP application has significantly changed. For these 


reasons alone, North Carolina public officials and lawyers need to consider denying 


the ACP application on these grounds alone and mandating that the ACP re-apply to 


both the State and the Federal Government for the ACP that includes its expanded 


scope and scale. In reality, the present ACP federal and state applications are no 



http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/south-carolina/2017/09/29/disputed-natural-gas-pipeline-likely-expand-sc/716174001/

http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/south-carolina/2017/09/29/disputed-natural-gas-pipeline-likely-expand-sc/716174001/

https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/2018/01/08/scana-deal-should-encourage-extension-of-the.html

https://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/news/2018/01/08/scana-deal-should-encourage-extension-of-the.html

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/report-dominion-to-consider-expanding-atlantic-coast-pipeline-into-south-c/506216/

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/report-dominion-to-consider-expanding-atlantic-coast-pipeline-into-south-c/506216/

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/china-energy-and-west-virginia-announce-framework-to-invest-83-billion-in-shale-gas-and-chemical-manufacturing-projects-300552702.html

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/china-energy-and-west-virginia-announce-framework-to-invest-83-billion-in-shale-gas-and-chemical-manufacturing-projects-300552702.html

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/china-energy-and-west-virginia-announce-framework-to-invest-83-billion-in-shale-gas-and-chemical-manufacturing-projects-300552702.html
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longer valid because they do not adequately and completely describe the full, 


intended scope and scale of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline and the needed infrastructure 


to support its new and expanded scope and scale. 


 


The public, particularly consumers of Duke Energy and consumer protection officials 


within the public and private sector, need to be informed and understand what the 


exportation of natural gas will mean to the price of gas to all consumers. The more 


demand that is created for natural gas, the more the price of gas will rise and the amount 


of available gas will decrease. There is significant risk to our State and all consumers 


that it is most likely that natural gas will, in perhaps as little as a few years, produce 


significant “stranded assets”, similar to those now being experienced with nuclear power 


plants that were partially constructed but never completed and brought online.   


 


8. The ACP response goes into detail on the land use plans in each of the 3 counties, 


although this is a red herring. Unless the ACP can give concrete examples of how the 


ACP is going to increase economic development, with the names of companies and the 


type of facilities that the ACP would bring, it’s simply verbiage with no meaning.  


 


9.  The ACP response goes into great detail on the current demographics of each of the 


three counties, but again, this provides zero information on how the ACP will add to 


economic development. Reciting statistics doesn’t mean that ACP has answered the 


question, but merely evaded the fact that it has nothing substantive to report.   


 


10. The ACP response discusses the fact that each county has electricity, which is 


obvious; and that some counties already have gas pipelines. Such a statement is 


irrelevant.   


 


11. The ACP response discusses the fact that these three counties have ample water; 


again, this is stating the obvious, and doesn’t answer the question about how the ACP 


will increase economic development.   


 


12. The ACP response admits that growth and development would continue in these 


three counties regardless of whether the ACP is built or not, and that the vast majority 


of the gas (~80%) would be used for electricity generation, while ~9% would be used by 


industry, and 9% by residential users. The response states the obvious: that natural gas 


use has grown by leaps and bounds in NC due to the rapid increase in natural gas fired 


electricity generation, which grew 417% from 2009-2014. Natural gas-powered 


electricity is expected to continue to grow in NC, and is displacing much of the coal 


that’s being shut down. (page 15)   
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13. The ACP response states that the EIA (Energy Information Administration) expects 


clean energy to grow only 2% per year in NC from 2013 to 2040. That is not acceptable, 


as natural gas is polluting, and it is known that the carbon of natural gas is now more 


responsible for global warming than the carbon produced by the burning of coal.  Also, 


it is anticipated that the supplies will  be limited in a much shorter timeframe than 


anticipated or projected, thus raising the cost and risk to consumers   


 


14. The ACP response mentions possible users of gas in Eastern NC, but merely 


regurgitates a rote list of the types of companies that might use gas, such as tire, 


automotive, paper, chemical, etc (page 16). This is not the detail that is requested by the 


NC DEQ.    


 


15. The 3 M&R (Metering & Regulating) stations in each of the 3 counties are barely 


discussed, with very little substantive information given: 


 


○ Johnston County: Smithfield M&R 


○ Cumberland County: Fayetteville M&R 


○ Robeson County: Pembroke M&R 


 


Information about the M&R stations simply recites the amount of acreage required, 


with very little information about how the M&R station will actually work, how much 


fuel it will use, how often it will run, and details about the M&R stations themselves. 


 


ACP response assumes that the M&R stations will, in and of themselves, somehow 


increase economic development, rather than scare it away through noise, pollution and 


the huge footprint associated with the station (300-600 acres each) (page 4) 


 


The explanation of the impact of the M&R facilities is wholly inadequate, and only states 


that it would “provide a connection to an existing power plant.” (page 24) What will the 


M&R stations run on, natural gas or electricity? How much noise and pollution will each 


M&R station generate, and how many hours per day, per week and per year will each 


station run? What are the emissions associated with M&R stations? Why is the M&R 


Station at Pembroke being proposed and potentially allowed to be placed in a well-


populated community in the heart of the Native American community of Prospect? 


 


Two lawsuits have been filed by landowners in Robeson and Cumberland Counties 


claiming that the Conditional and Special Use Permitting Procedures utilized in these 
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counties by County Commissioners did not comply with state law. Said counties 


provided permits to the ACP for M&R Stations while violating the rights of citizens and 


providing ACP permits when the proposed Stations did not and can not meet all 


necessary, state permit criteria.   


 


16. The ACP response mentions that stormwater regulations are not uniform in NC, 


which adds to the confusion in determining whether stormwater plans are adequate.  


 


17.  A letter dated 11/28/17 from DEQ (Karen Higgins) to ACP (Ms. Hartz) states that the 


Indirect and Cumulative Effects (ICE) Screening lacked an analysis of the ACP’s ability to 


stimulate economic growth (page 2, paragraph 1).  


 


18.  DEQ’s conclusion that the analysis provided by ACP lacked specificity (11/28/17 DEQ 


letter, page 2), as well as a discussion of the framework needed to protect water quality 


(11/28/17 letter, page 2) are valid and reliable criticisms of the significant lack in the 


ACP’s response to DEQ’s questions.   


 


19. DEQ’s guidance says that the ACP’s analysis must include a forecast for the affected 


areas with and without the ACP project; this was not provided (11/28/17 letter, page 2)  


 


20.The ACP does not identify specific industries that need additional gas capacity as 


requested by the DEQ.    


 


21. The ACP’s route through southern and southeastern NC is unjust in its impact on low 


income and racially diverse communities.   


 


22. The 12/20/17 ACP Response Brings Up More Questions Than It Answers  


 


(a) More information about storage tanks at gas facilities is needed:  


o How many tanks will be at each compressor station? Please answer for EACH 


compressor station. 


o What will be stored in each tank? 


o What are the rules governing storage of hazardous materials in these tanks? 


o What are the hazards of this type of storage, leaking, explosion, etc.?   


 


(b) More information about “taps” is needed:  


o Explain what a tap does, how it works 


o Detail how many taps will be in each county and their purpose and use. 
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o What will be the impact of additional infrastructure developed in the 


utilization of each tap on water sources, resources, and quality? 


o What taps will supply existing gas powered plants and what percentage of 


the total gas be utilized by each energy center? 


o What taps will supply newly constructed gas-powered plants? Where are 


these to be located? What will the impact of such plants be on water quality 


and air quality, particularly their impact on the agriculture industry?   


 


16. In addition, a 13-page report dated December 5, 2017 by Applied Economics Clinic, 


and commissioned by the Natural Resources Defense Council found the following:  


 


(a) The 2015 ICF International report commissioned by the ACP to justify the building of 


both the Mountain Valley Pipeline and the ACP, as well as a report by Chmura, each 


have serious flaws, detailed below.   


 


(b) The Applied Economics study found the underlying assumptions used by both ICF 


and Chmura to be unsupported by facts.   


 


(c) The substantial “savings” that ICF/Chmura assert will benefit ratepayers by using the 


ACP rather than the current Transco pipeline is based on a large price differential 


between gas provided by the ACP versus gas provided by the Transco pipeline. This is 


simply not true. Using Dominion’s own data, Dominion customers may actually pay 


$1.61 to $2.36 billion more for gas delivered via the ACP over 20 years.  ICF forecasts a 


price differential of $1.61/MMBtu on average, whereas EIA data shows that the price 


differential between Henry Hub and the Dominion South hub was only 49 


cents/MMBtu, a reduction of 73% of ICF’s claim.   


 


(d) The increase in future demand for electricity is far lower than the ICF/Chmura 


reports claim, i.e. both Dominion and Duke Energy are reducing future demand 


forecasts in most recent Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs) to 0.4% and 0.6%, as well as 


reducing the total amount of natural gas power plants expected to be built.   


 


(e) Job growth claims resulting from the ACP are neither valid nor reliable as is also 


acknowledged by the 12/20/17 letter from the ACP to the NC DEQ.   


 


(f)ICF/Chmura’s claim that the ACP would lead to more manufacturing jobs is utterly 


unsupported by data. ICF says that the ACP will reduce the cost of electricity, whereas, 


in fact, no one knows this since the cost of natural gas fired electricity is largely 
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determined by the cost of the natural gas fuel. The Applied Economics Clinic shows that 


there is no relationship between ICF’s thin claim that ACP-induced falling electricity 


prices will increase jobs. 


 


CONCLUSION 


 


By its own admission, Dominion and Duke are placing unprecedented political pressure state 


officials and agencies to approve the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP).  As a part of its review of the 


ACP’s 401 Water Quality Permit Application, the NC Department of Environmental Quality 


(DEQ) has repeatedly asked Dominion and Duke Energy to provide detailed information on their 


claims that the ACP will provide economic development to poverty-stricken Eastern North 


Carolina. This claim of economic benefit has been the major rationale and justification used by 


the ACP and its supporters in marketing, lobbying, and advocating for the proposed pipeline. In 


spite of DEQ’s continuous requests for detailed proof of the pipeline’s economic value in 


proposed host counties, Dominion and Duke have provided no substantial information to 


support their assertions. The ACP’s documented responses to our State’s repeated requests 


have been met with avoidance, evasion, and side stepping all of DEQ’s requests since 


September 2017.  


 


Governor Cooper has publicly expressed and reiterated his strong opposition to oil drilling off 


the North Carolina shore. His strong commitment to protect our coastal communities of wealth 


and favor has not been equaled by a commitment to protect our state’s most vulnerable 


environment and populations from an even greater threat to human health and safety – the 


proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline. 


  


In light of DEQ’s requests and the ACP’s multiple submissions that have not provided direct and 


detailed evidence of its economic benefit, public hearings in the three most impacted counties 


are needed and necessary. Public hearings will provide broad public exposure to the ACP’s 


claims of economic development and offer the public opportunities to respond with questions, 


concerns, support, opposition, and suggestions. Public input on these critical issues will assist 


the NC DEQ in framing its final questions regarding economic development and an additional 


attempt to access the details needed to make an informed and fair assessment of the economic 


development impact, or lack thereof, of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.  


 


Along with DEQ staff, public hearings in Robeson, Cumberland, and Johnston Counties will 


provide opportunities for NC Governor Cooper, his staff, and the staff of the NC Attorney 


General to attend three public hearings and hear the local, regional, and statewide concerns 


regarding the economic development claims and official documents of the ACP that have been 
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submitted to the NC Department of Environmental Quality. These hearings, along with the filing 


of public comments such as this report, will assist the NC Department of Environmental Quality 


in developing and submitting a request for additional information from the ACP in early 2018. It 


is hoped that as a result of such a request, the NC DEQ will finally receive details to the stated, 


unanswered questions regarding the specific economic development plans of the Atlantic Coast 


Pipeline. With public and expert input on these critical questions and concerns and, if the ACP 


will be forthcoming with needed detail, the NC DEQ will finally be able to make an informed 


decision on the 401 Water Quality Application of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.   


 


ADDITIONAL ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 


RLLATED TO THE ATLANTIC COAST PIPELINE 


 


Increasing the use of natural gas in North Carolina will only add to our long-term energy 


vulnerability, since all gas comes in from hundreds of miles away via pipeline: 


 


● Pipelines leak dangerous, climate-wrecking methane; and can crack, explode, or be 


damaged by natural disasters such as hurricanes.  


 


● The ACP will only serve to increase our dependence on a finite, polluting fossil fuel 


that North Carolinians spent $1.3 billion on in 2015 for natural gas fired electricity 


alone.1 


 


● Duke Energy and Dominion Would Be Both Buyers and Sellers of Gas From the ACP, 


Locking Out Competition. It’s clear that Duke Energy and Dominion have financial 


incentives to prioritize its affiliate-owned pipeline that will carry fracked gas to overbuilt 


new gas power plants. This harms both ratepayers and investors by locking in higher-


priced, polluting natural gas for the next thirty years, rather than investing in clean 


energy or efficiency. The fact that the same utilities are on each side of the buy-sell 


equation is recognized by former FERC Chair Norman Bay, and he notes that when 


“need” is established by parties that are both buyer and seller, there’s a question of 


whether “need” actually exists. 


 


● Glut of Power in North Carolina and the Southeast. The ACP would facilitate the 


overbuilding of natural gas power plants, shutting out clean energy alternatives, while 


ignoring the abundant supply already available. 


 


                                                
1 https://www.eia.gov/state/seds/data.php?incfile=/state/seds/sep_sum/html/sum_ex_eu.html&sid=US  



https://www.eia.gov/state/seds/data.php?incfile=/state/seds/sep_sum/html/sum_ex_eu.html&sid=US
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● Building the $5.5 Billion ACP Could Result in Stranded Assets. In an era of rapidly 


changing markets, the ACP is a poorly thought-out, $5.5 billion boondoggle that could 


easily become a stranded asset. Three of the largest utilities in the U.S. and Southeast -- 


Duke Energy, Dominion and Southern Company -- are pushing through a pipeline and 


associated power plants that are expected to run -- and be paid for by ratepayers -- for 


the next 30 years. 


 


● Shale Gas Is In Serious Decline, With Many Plays Already Peaking. The decline rate for 


U.S. shale is 75-85% over the first three years of the play. The EIA’s magical thinking that 


U.S. shale gas production will continue to increase for the next 3 decades, with prices 


staying at $5/MMBtu from 2025 until 2040 is not just foolish, but dangerous. 


 


● Shale Gas Is Being Sold for Less Than The Cost of Production, Resulting in Many Oil and 


Gas Bankruptcies. The increasing number of oil and gas bankruptcies bear out Art 


Berman’s assertion that gas is being sold for less than the cost of production, and that 


the current glut in cheap shale gas is temporary. 


 


● Life-Cycle Emissions of the ACP are Equal to the Emissions of 20 Coal Plants. The ACP 


would be a climate disaster, and an exhaustive study by Oil Change International shows 


that the life-cycle emissions of the ACP would be 68 million metric tons per year, equal 


to 20 coal plants. The applicants and FERC refuse to recognize that methane’s effect on 


the climate is 86-100 times worse than CO2. Methane leakage from the production of 


natural gas could be as high as 12%, according to Cornell University’s Dr. Robert 


Howarth. 


 


● Duke Energy and Dominion have actively worked to limit clean energy by lobbying at 


the state and federal levels for laws and rules that stifle clean energy rather than foster 


competition, and provide North Carolinians with cleaner air and water, as well as put off 


addressing the serious problem of climate change.  


 


The Southeastern U.S. is Overbuilding Pipelines 


 


The ACP appears to ignore solid evidence that pipeline capacity from the Marcellus and Utica 


shale plays are overbuilt, in other words, there are “too many straws in the milkshake.” 


Approval of the ACP depends on 20-year affiliate-backed contracts to support the new pipeline 


capacity. A September 2016  study by Synapse Energy Economics shows existing pipeline 


capacity, gas storage, along with the expected reversal of flow of gas will provide more than 
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enough gas to cover needs in the Carolinas.2 (The Transco pipeline in North Carolina is expected 


to change the flow of direction, from the current south-to-north, i.e. from the Gulf to New York 


and beyond, to north-to-south, i.e. Marcellus shale gas from WV, PA to flow south.)  


 


The Synapse study points out the huge market distortion due to Duke Energy’s massive build-


out of natural gas power plants, increasing the current 10,000 MW of gas plants in Duke Energy 


Carolinas (DEC) and Duke Energy Progress (DEP) territory by another 7,900 MW from 2017 


through 2031.3  These behemoth gas plants will lock ratepayers into paying for these plants for 


30 years or more -- unless, of course, the cost of natural gas is prohibitively expensive, or it 


simply isn’t available.  


 


Even industry insiders like Kelcy Warren, CEO of Energy Transfer Partners, recognizes that 


pipeline builders are likely to overbuild.4 Other industry leaders, such as natural gas consultant 


Rusty Braziel, recognize and acknowledge that current expansion plans will likely result in 


overbuilding, as evidenced by this graph from Bloomberg New Energy Finance. Braziel reports 


that gas pipeline capacity will exceed the gas production in Appalachia starting in late 2017.5 


 


                                                
2  https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/words_docs/2016_09_12_Synapse_Report_-
_Are_the_ACP_and_MVP_Necessary__FINAL.PDF  
3 See Direct Testimony of Swati V. Daji in North Carolina Utilities Commission Docket No. E-100, Sub 147, 
filed February 16, 2017, www.ncuc.net  
4 http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Risks-Associated-With-Natural-Gas-Pipeline-Expansion-
in-Appalachia-_April-2016.pdf , page 1. 
5  https://about.bgov.com/blog/new-barrier-pipelines-path-brutal-economics/  



https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/words_docs/2016_09_12_Synapse_Report_-_Are_the_ACP_and_MVP_Necessary__FINAL.PDF

https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/words_docs/2016_09_12_Synapse_Report_-_Are_the_ACP_and_MVP_Necessary__FINAL.PDF

http://www.ncuc.net/

http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Risks-Associated-With-Natural-Gas-Pipeline-Expansion-in-Appalachia-_April-2016.pdf

http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Risks-Associated-With-Natural-Gas-Pipeline-Expansion-in-Appalachia-_April-2016.pdf

https://about.bgov.com/blog/new-barrier-pipelines-path-brutal-economics/
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The nearly $6 billion ACP will not be worth much if there isn’t enough gas to ship to the power 


plants, or if the gas is so expensive that customers flee to cheaper renewable energy, which has 


zero fuel costs and zero risk of fuel cost increases. Many billions of dollars worth of pipelines 


and power plants could become stranded assets. A recent report shows this could easily 


happen in the Northeastern U.S., where overbuilt pipelines could cost ratepayers an additional 


$277 million over its lifetime.6 


 


The Utilization of Existing Pipelines in North Carolina is 37%; U.S. Pipelines: 54%   


 


There is a lot of room to utilize existing pipelines more efficiently. Jonathan Peress of the 


Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) points out that there are signs that a gas pipeline bubble is 


forming. This bubble would impose unnecessary costs on consumers, and constrain the 


development of cleaner, cheaper sources of electricity such as wind and solar. IEEFA also 


reports that current utilization of pipelines for gas flowing into North Carolina is 37%.7 


                                                
6 http://www.utilitydive.com/news/new-report-questions-need-cost-of-access-northeast-gas-pipeline-
project/436228/  
7 http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Risks-Associated-With-Natural-Gas-Pipeline-Expansion-
in-Appalachia-_April-2016.pdf, page 13, and U.S. EIA, “International & Interstate Movements of Natural 
Gas By State,” 2016 online at http://www.eia.gov/dnav/ng/ng_move_ist_a2dcu_nus_a.htm ; U.S. EIA, 
“U.S. State to State Capacity,” online at http://www.eia.gov/naturalgas/pipelines/EIA- 
StatetoStateCapacity.xls, and http://southeastenergynews.com/2016/11/14/advocates-ratepayers-will-
be-on-the-hook-for-unnecessary-pipelines/  



http://www.utilitydive.com/news/new-report-questions-need-cost-of-access-northeast-gas-pipeline-project/436228/

http://www.utilitydive.com/news/new-report-questions-need-cost-of-access-northeast-gas-pipeline-project/436228/

http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Risks-Associated-With-Natural-Gas-Pipeline-Expansion-in-Appalachia-_April-2016.pdf

http://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Risks-Associated-With-Natural-Gas-Pipeline-Expansion-in-Appalachia-_April-2016.pdf

http://www.eia.gov/dnav/ng/ng_move_ist_a2dcu_nus_a.htm

http://southeastenergynews.com/2016/11/14/advocates-ratepayers-will-be-on-the-hook-for-unnecessary-pipelines/

http://southeastenergynews.com/2016/11/14/advocates-ratepayers-will-be-on-the-hook-for-unnecessary-pipelines/
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According to the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), average capacity utilization for gas 


interstate pipelines from 1998 to 2013 was only 54%.8     


 


Peress also points out that there is a big difference between market participants and captive 


ratepayers financing these huge, expensive projects. When market participants finance 


expensive pipelines, they understand the risk, whereas ratepayers have no choice but to pay. 


The environmental damages from drilling and shipping fracked gas are also borne by citizens, 


and are not even considered by pipeline builders Duke Energy and Dominion.  


 


                                                
8 Natural Gas Infrastructure Implications of Increased Demand from the Electric Power Sector, February 
2015, http://wp.vasierraclub.org/LetterInFull.pdf page 2 of testimony of N. Jonathan Peress, June 14, 
2016, Before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
 



http://wp.vasierraclub.org/LetterInFull.pdf






CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to report.spam@nc.gov.

 
Media Representatives:
 
A major report has been released today and attached to this release on the failure of
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) to demonstrate economic development benefit to
the State of North Carolina. The Report is entitled: “The Failure of the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline to Demonstrate Economic Development Benefit to the NC Department of
Environmental Quality and the Public of North Carolina.
 
With data compiled by Ms. Nancy LaPlaca, national Energy Consultant from Boone,
NC, and released by the Alliance to Protect our People and the Places We Live
(APPPL) documents the response of the ACP to repeated attempts by the NC
Department of Environmental Quality to receive concrete, detailed information on
economic development impact along the pipeline route, focusing on the three most
impacted counties where the pipeline has proposed to construct three Metering and
Regulating (M&R Stations).
 
The report documents, in detail, how the ACP has avoided answering official
questions and has sidestepped every attempt of DEQ to acquire this information.
Lawsuits by landowners are also pending in both Robeson and Cumberland Counties
two of the three counties in question. Both lawsuits are based on similar charges that
the Robeson County Board of Commissioners, the Cumberland County Board of
Adjustment failed to follow regulatory standards for public hearings in which
landowners and citizens sought answers to some of the very same questions that the
NC DEQ has asked.
 
In its conclusion, the attached and extensive, 14-page report calls for the NC
Department of Environmental Quality to hold three public hearings in Robeson,
Cumberland, and Johnston Counties in order to:
 
“provide broad public exposure to the ACP’s claims of economic development and
offer the public opportunities to respond with questions, concerns, support,
opposition, and suggestions. Public input on these critical issues will assist the NC
DEQ in framing its final questions regarding economic development and an additional
attempt to access the details needed to make an informed and fair assessment of the
economic development impact, or lack thereof, of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline” (p. 10).
 
The report raises serious questions about the proposed pipeline and the danger of
committing our state to a new level of dependency on a highly volatile and financially
unstable fossil fuel, energy source at the same time we as a state are moving toward
a significant commitment to renewable energy sources.
 
The report also raises concerns about how the scope and the scale of the Atlantic
Coast Pipeline has changed after the announcement of interests, that were
adamantly denied, that there were plans to expand the pipeline into South Carolina.

mailto:report.spam@nc.gov


The report suggests that the scope and scale are significant enough for North
Carolina to consider disapproval of the pipeline and requiring it to re-apply based on
infrastructure plans that reflect this intent and plan.
 
The report recognizes Governor Cooper’s advocacy to protect our coastal
communities and State from off-shore drilling and asks for the same protection for
NC’s most vulnerable environment and populations against a more serious threat to
human health and safety:
 
“His strong commitment to protect our coastal communities of wealth and favor has
not been equaled by a commitment to protect our state’s most vulnerable
environment and populations from an even greater threat to human health and safety
– the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline” (p. 10).
 
Media are free to post the report online. APPPL will distribute a second Media
Release this afternoon with quotes from landowners impacted by the proposed
Atlantic Coast Pipeline, including litigants in the Robeson and Cumberland County
lawsuits.
 
APPPL asks that reporters forward this release and the report to members of your
Editorial Staffs for further review, analysis, and public discourse.
 
For more information and inquiries, please contact:
 
Greg Yost, Media Coordinator, Alliance to Protect our People and the Places We Live
(APPPL) at gregorybyost@gmail.com

mailto:gregorybyost@gmail.com


From: Heyl, Douglas
To: White, Julia W
Cc: Weiner, Sadie; Talley, Noelle S; Munger, Bridget
Subject: RE: Draft ACP release
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 6:05:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 

 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

From: White, Julia W 
Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 6:05 PM
To: Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov>
Cc: Weiner, Sadie <sadie.weiner@nc.gov>; Talley, Noelle S <Noelle.Talley@nc.gov>; Munger, Bridget
<bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft ACP release
 
Looks good on first read. Will share any additional thoughts later on. 

On Jan 24, 2018, at 5:59 PM, Heyl, Douglas <Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov> wrote:

Here is a draft and just know erosion and sediment might have to be pulled out if they
are not ready.
 
Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (Office)
919.812.3415 (Mobile)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
 
<image001.png>
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
 

<ACP permits release DRAFT 012418.docx>
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From: Heyl, Douglas
To: White, Julia W; Weiner, Sadie; Talley, Noelle S
Cc: Munger, Bridget
Subject: For review
Date: Thursday, January 25, 2018 10:11:26 PM
Attachments: ACP permits release DRAFT 012518.docx

ACP permits release with quote DRAFT 012518.docx

One with quote and one without. Talk in the am. 

Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (O)
919.812.3415 (M)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov

mailto:Douglas.Heyl@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Julia.white@nc.gov
mailto:sadie.weiner@nc.gov
mailto:Noelle.Talley@nc.gov
mailto:bridget.munger@ncdenr.gov
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Release: IMMEDIATE	                                  Contact: Bridget Munger

Date:	Jan. 26, 2018                                                                                    Phone: 919-807-6363; 919-207-7786



State issues approval for Atlantic Coast Pipeline project 



The state Department of Environmental Quality on Friday issued a 401 water quality certification that is required for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline project to move forward in North Carolina. Projects that will impact wetlands, buffers or waterways must obtain the certification. 



Since Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC applied for the 401 certification in May 2017, staff with DEQ’s Division of Water Resources have conducted an exhaustive review of the project plans, requiring the company to submit additional application information on five occasions. As part of the review process, DEQ held a public comment period June 16−Aug. 19, 2017 and public hearings in Fayetteville and Rocky Mount. 



Based on information obtained through the review process and public comment period, water resources staff drafted the final 401 water quality certification to include numerous more stringent requirements, including but not limited to:



· Stream and Wetland Monitoring: Upon restoration of temporary impacts, restored areas must be monitored for three years with photo documentation. DEQ may extend monitoring requirements.

· Work in the Dry: Unless an exemption is granted for a specific location, all stream-crossing construction activities must be conducted using best practices to divert water and limit potential sediment pollution in streams.

· Horizontal Directional Drill: To better protect the Neuse River and its riparian buffers, the project must use a horizontal directional drill for crossing the waterway. 

· Documentation of Drilling Components: The composition and properties of drilling fluids and additives for each horizontal directional drilling crossing must be submitted to DEQ and will be available online for public access.

· Well Testing: Private well testing will be required before and after construction within 150 feet of the disturbed area or 500 feet from blasting areas. Testing after impacts must be conducted by an independent qualified groundwater specialist. 

· Regular Inspections: DEQ water resources and erosion control staff will conduct monthly onsite inspections of pipeline construction activities.

· Construction Stormwater Protections: Though not required by state or federal regulations, the project will obtain coverage of and meet the requirements of the state’s construction stormwater permit for the entire construction corridor in North Carolina.

− MORE −



Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC must still obtain from DEQ an air quality permit for a compressor station in Northampton County, two general stormwater permits for impacts in Nash and Cumberland counties, an individual stormwater permit for a contractors’ work yard in Cumberland County and approval of the erosion and sediment control plan for the northern segment of the pipeline’s North Carolina route. The erosion and sediment control plan for the southern segment was approved in December. At the federal level, the project must also obtain a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for stream and wetland impacts.



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is the lead regulatory agency for natural gas pipeline projects. That agency approved the Atlantic Coast Pipeline October 13, 2017 following a public review of the project’s environmental impact statement and a public comment period. 



The Atlantic Coast Pipeline project will include 604 miles of new natural gas pipeline and related facilities as it runs from West Virginia to southeastern regions of Virginia and North Carolina. For more information on the pipeline project or to review the 401 permit and approved erosion plans, please visit: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp.





###
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Release: IMMEDIATE	                                  Contact: Bridget Munger

Date:	Jan. 26, 2018                                                                                    Phone: 919-807-6363; 919-207-7786



State issues approval for Atlantic Coast Pipeline project 



The state Department of Environmental Quality on Friday issued a 401 water quality certification that is required for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline project to move forward in North Carolina. Projects that will impact wetlands, buffers or waterways must obtain this certification. 



Since Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC applied for the 401 certification in May 2017, staff with DEQ’s Division of Water Resources have conducted an exhaustive review of the project plans, requiring the company to submit additional application information on five occasions. As part of the review process, DEQ held a public comment period June 16−Aug. 19, 2017 and public hearings in Fayetteville and Rocky Mount. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]“I am proud of the DEQ staff that have worked diligently for eight months reviewing and analyzing every aspect of the 401 application,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan on Friday. “Their excellent work has resulted in a carefully crafted a permit that includes increased environmental protections, while giving us the tools we need to continue close oversight of this project as it moves forward.” 



Based on information obtained through the review process and public comment period, water resources staff drafted the final 401 water quality certification to include numerous more stringent requirements, including but not limited to:



· Stream and Wetland Monitoring: Upon restoration of temporary impacts, restored areas must be monitored for three years with photo documentation. DEQ may extend monitoring requirements.

· Work in the Dry: Unless an exemption is granted for a specific location, all stream-crossing construction activities must be conducted using best practices to divert water and limit potential sediment pollution in streams.

· Horizontal Directional Drill: To better protect the Neuse River and its riparian buffers, the project must use a horizontal directional drill for crossing the waterway. 

· Documentation of Drilling Components: The composition and properties of drilling fluids and additives for each horizontal directional drilling crossing must be submitted to DEQ and will be available online for public access.

· Well Testing: Private well testing will be required before and after construction within 150 feet of the disturbed area or 500 feet from blasting areas. Testing after impacts must be conducted by an independent qualified groundwater specialist. 

· Regular Inspections: DEQ water resources and erosion control staff will conduct monthly onsite inspections of pipeline construction activities.

− MORE −



· Construction Stormwater Protections: Though not required by state or federal regulations, the project will obtain coverage of and meet the requirements of the state’s construction stormwater permit for the entire construction corridor in North Carolina.

Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC must still obtain from DEQ an air quality permit for a compressor station in Northampton County, two general stormwater permits for impacts in Nash and Cumberland counties, an individual stormwater permit for a contractors’ work yard in Cumberland County and approval of the erosion and sediment control plan for the northern segment of the pipeline’s North Carolina route. The erosion and sediment control plan for the southern segment was approved in December. At the federal level, the project must also obtain a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for stream and wetland impacts.



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is the lead regulatory agency for natural gas pipeline projects. That agency approved the Atlantic Coast Pipeline October 13, 2017 following a public review of the project’s environmental impact statement and a public comment period. 



The Atlantic Coast Pipeline project will include 604 miles of new natural gas pipeline and related facilities as it runs from West Virginia to southeastern regions of Virginia and North Carolina. For more information on the pipeline project or to review the 401 permit and approved erosion plans, please visit: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp.
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From: Heyl, Douglas
To: White, Julia W; Talley, Noelle S; Weiner, Sadie
Cc: Munger, Bridget
Subject: For review
Date: Friday, January 26, 2018 8:09:02 AM
Attachments: ACP permits release with quote DRAFT 012518.docx

with attachment Secretary made some edits this morning 

Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (O)
919.812.3415 (M)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov
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Release: IMMEDIATE	                                  Contact: Bridget Munger

Date:	Jan. 26, 2018                                                                                    Phone: 919-807-6363; 919-207-7786



State issues approval for Atlantic Coast Pipeline project 



The state Department of Environmental Quality on Friday issued a 401 water quality certification that is required for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline project to move forward in North Carolina. Projects that will impact wetlands, buffers or waterways must obtain this certification. 



Since Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC applied for the 401 certification in May 2017, staff with DEQ’s Division of Water Resources have conducted an exhaustive review of the project plans, requiring the company to submit additional application information on five occasions. As part of the review process, DEQ held a public comment period June 16−Aug. 19, 2017 and public hearings in Fayetteville and Rocky Mount. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

“I am proud of the DEQ staff that left no stone unturned as they worked diligently in their exhaustive eight month review of every aspect of the 401 application,” said DEQ Secretary Michael Regan on Friday. “We also know our job doesn’t end with the granting of the permit but continues as we hold the company accountable to live up to their commitments. Our efforts have resulted in a carefully crafted permit that includes increased environmental protections, while giving us the tools we need to continue close oversight of this project as it moves forward.” 



Based on information obtained through the review process and public comment period, water resources staff drafted the final 401 water quality certification to include numerous more stringent requirements, including but not limited to:



· Stream and Wetland Monitoring: Upon restoration of temporary impacts, restored areas must be monitored for three years with photo documentation. DEQ may extend monitoring requirements.

· Work in the Dry: Unless an exemption is granted for a specific location, all stream-crossing construction activities must be conducted using best practices to divert water and limit potential sediment pollution in streams.

· Horizontal Directional Drill: To better protect the Neuse River and its riparian buffers, the project must use a horizontal directional drill for crossing the waterway. 

· Documentation of Drilling Components: The composition and properties of drilling fluids and additives for each horizontal directional drilling crossing must be submitted to DEQ and will be available online for public access.

· Well Testing: Private well testing will be required before and after construction within 150 feet of the disturbed area or 500 feet from blasting areas. Testing after impacts must be conducted by an independent qualified groundwater specialist. 

· Regular Inspections: DEQ water resources and erosion control staff will conduct monthly onsite inspections of pipeline construction activities.

− MORE −



· Construction Stormwater Protections: Though not required by state or federal regulations, the project will obtain coverage of and meet the requirements of the state’s construction stormwater permit for the entire construction corridor in North Carolina.

Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC must still obtain from DEQ an air quality permit for a compressor station in Northampton County, two general stormwater permits for impacts in Nash and Cumberland counties, an individual stormwater permit for a contractors’ work yard in Cumberland County and approval of the erosion and sediment control plan for the northern segment of the pipeline’s North Carolina route. The erosion and sediment control plan for the southern segment was approved in December. At the federal level, the project must also obtain a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for stream and wetland impacts.



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is the lead regulatory agency for natural gas pipeline projects. That agency approved the Atlantic Coast Pipeline October 13, 2017 following a public review of the project’s environmental impact statement and a public comment period. 



The Atlantic Coast Pipeline project will include 604 miles of new natural gas pipeline and related facilities as it runs from West Virginia to southeastern regions of Virginia and North Carolina. For more information on the pipeline project or to review the 401 permit and approved erosion plans, please visit: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/acp.
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From: Heyl, Douglas
To: Talley, Noelle S
Cc: White, Julia W; Weiner, Sadie
Subject: Re: ACP permits release with quote DRAFT 2 012618_revised_clean.docx
Date: Friday, January 26, 2018 9:36:39 AM

thanks will send final with live link before we send. Sending at noon. 

Doug Heyl
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
919.707.9034 (O)
919.812.3415 (M)
douglas.heyl@ncdenr.gov

From: Talley, Noelle S
Sent: Friday, January 26, 2018 9:19 AM
To: Heyl, Douglas
Cc: White, Julia W; Weiner, Sadie
Subject: ACP permits release with quote DRAFT 2 012618_revised_clean.docx
 
Doug, please see attached approved final. Thanks.

________________________________

Email correspondence to and from this address may be subject to the North Carolina Public Records
Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an authorized state official.
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