
2019-2020

HOUSE
ELECTIONS & ETHICS

LAW

MINUTES





l'l

North Carolina General Assembly

House Blections and Ethics Law

2019-2020 Session

Chairs:
Representative Destin Hall

Representative Holly Grange

Committee Clerks:
David Cobb

Johanna Almquist

'J



a)'

)

)



)

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW

House Standing Committee

Chairs

Rep. Grange

Vice Chair

Rep. Warren

Members

Rep. Adams

Rep. Brockman

Rep. D. Hall

Rep. Ball

Rep. Dahle

Rep, Batch

Rep. Davis

Rep. Blackwell

Rep, Falrcloth

Rep. Fisher Rep. Floyd Rep. Hanig Rep. Hardister





Rep. Harrison Rep. Jackson Rep. Lewis Rep. McNeill

Rep. Riddell Rep. Russell Rep. Speciale Rep. Szoka

Rep.Willingham

pursuantto House Rules 26(e) and 26(f),the Chairofthe Committee on Rules, Calendar and Operations ofthe House, theSpeaker ProTempore,the Majority

Leader, and the Deputy Majority Leader are ex officio members of each standing committee and permanent subcommittee with the riSht to vote' The previous

sentence does not apply to the Standing Committee on Ethics. For the purposes of determining a quorum, when serving only as ex officio members' these members

shall be counted among the membership of the committee or subcommittee only when present.





2019-2020 HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW

ASSISTANT PHONE OFFICE SEATMEMBER

GRANGE, Holly Co-Chair

HALL, Destin Co-Chair

WARREN,HaTT Vice-Chair

ADAMS, Jay

BALL, Cynthia

BATCH, Sydney

BLACKWELL, Hugh

BROCKMAN, Cecil

DAHLE, Allison

DAVIS, Ted

FAIRCLOTH, John

FISHER, Susan

FLOYD, Elmer

HANIG, Bobby

HARDISTER, Jon

HARRISON, Pricey

JACKSON, Darren

T.EWIS, David

MCNEILL, Allen

RIDDELL, Dennis

RUSSELL, RAY

SPECIALE, Michael

SZOKA, John

WILLINGHAM, Shelly

Joanna Almquist

David Cobb

Cristy Yates

Susan Phillips

Patty Williams

Montravias King

Brooke Mason

G.ady O'Brien

Anne Evangelista

Andrew Bowers

Rebecca Bauerband

Cindy Garrison

Mildred Alston

Wes Householder

Jayne Nelson

Mary Lee

Angela McMillan

Grace Rogers

Laura Sullivan

Polly Riddell

Anna Meadows

Hazel Speciale

Beverly Slagle

Johnna Smith

733-5830 526

733-5931 s30

733-5784 611

733-s988 301N

733-s860 1004

733-2962 1209

733-5805 54t

733-5825 2ll9

733-5755 1015

733-5786 4r7B

733-s877 613

7ls-2013 504

733-5959 1325

733-5906 604

733-5t91 638

733-5771 1218

733-5974 506

64

87

t6

75

70

t17

102

58

108

15

28

55

36

111

39

56

43

715-3015 230r

715-5925 411 38

733-5925 4t6A 49

733-7727 602 104

733-5853 1 106

733-9892 2207 30

6

42

715-3024 513 46





ATTENDANCE

Elections and Ethics Law
(Name of Committee)

H

f..

DATES

MEMBERS

o\
aa

ca

o\

$

o\
ra)
c.l
.t

o\
ra1

\o

o\

o\
\o

Hall x X X X X X

x X x x x XGrange

Warren x x X X x x
Adams X X x X x

x x X x XBall

Batch X X X X X x
Blackwell X X x X x x
Brockman X X x x
Dahle x X X X x X

Davis X x x x X

Faircloth x x xx
Fisher X X X x X X

Floyd X x X x x X

Hanig X X x x x x
Hardister X x x X

Harrison X X x X x
Holley X x
Jackson X

Lewis X x
McNeill X x x x x x
Riddell x x X X x X

Russell X x X X X X

Speciale X x X X X

Szoka X x X

Willineham X X x X x





Staff

Erika Churchill X x X x x X

Kara McCraw X X X x x X

Jessica Sammons X x x x x X

Ex Officio Members

Speaker Pro-Tem Stevens

Maiority Leader Bell x
Deputy Leader B. Jones

Rules Chairman Lewrs x



)



Updated #1: Added HB115 & Presentation by Kim Strach

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION

2OL9-2020 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE: Wednesday, March 13,2019
TIME: 1:00 PM
LOCATION: 1228/1327 LB
COMMENTS: Executive Board of Elections Director Kim Strach will present her required

report to the General Assembly on recommended changes to absentee voting by mail.

The following bills will be considered

BILL NO.
HB 18

HB 115

SHORT TITLE
Allow Absentee Ballots/Fire District
Election.
Even-Yr. Elections/Town of Biltmore
Forest.

SPONSOR
Representative Howard
Representative Setzer
Representative B. Turner

Respectfully,

Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 1 1:48 AM on

Wednesday, November 13, 2019.

_ Principal Clerk

_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber

Joanna K. Almquist (Committee Assistant)





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesdayn March l3r20l9 at 1:00 PM

Room 122811327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at I :00 PM on March 13,2019 in Room
122811327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Adams, Ball, Batch, Bell, Blackwell,
Brockman, Dahle, Davis, Faircloth, Fisher, Floyd, Grange, D. Hall, Hanig, Hardister, Harrison,
Holley, Lewis, McNeill, Riddell, Russell, Speciale, and Willingham attended.

Representative Holly Grange, Chair, presided. Representative Grange called the meeting to order

and introduced the Pages and Sg1. at Arms who assisted with the Committee. Copies of the

attendance and visitor registration are attached to these minutes, (Attachment t and2).

The following bills were considered:

HB 18 Allow Absentee BallotslF'ire District Election. (Representatives Howard, Setzer)

HB 115 Even-Yr. Elections/Town of Biltmore Forest. (Representative B. Turner)

Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Howard to explain HB 18. Rep. Howard explained that HB 18 would
authorize qualified voters to vote by absentee ballot in fire district elections. There was no

discussion on the bill. Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Floyd to make a motion. Rep. Floyd asked

the committee for a favorable report on HB 18. HB 18 passed with a serial referral to the

Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

Rep. Grange told members of the Committee that the next item to be heard was HB 115. Rep.

Grange recognized Rep. Fisher to explain the amendment that she put forth. (See attachment 3).

Members voted on the amendment and it passed. Rep. B. Tumer was recognized to present HB
1 15. HB 1 15 would change the regular municipal election cycle from odd-numbered years to even-
numbered years for the Town of Biltmore Forest, extend the terms of the current mayor and

commissioners by one year to implement the new election schedule, and change the date of the
next municipal election in the town to 2020. Rep. Holley was recognized for a question. Rep.

Fisher was recognized for a motion and asked the committee for a favorable report on HB 115.

HB 115 passed with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the
House.

Rep. Grange recognized Executive Board of Elections Director, Kim Strach to present her required
report to the General Assembly on recommended changes to absentee voting by mail. (See

attachment 4). Following the presentation, Ms. Strach was recognized to answer a series on
questions and comments from Reps. Hall, Warren, Harrison, and Russell.

There being no further business, Rep. Grange adjourned the meeting at 1:48 PM.





ve Holly Chair J K. Almquist, Committee Clerk

Presiding





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesday, March 13o 20191 1:00 PM

1228 I 1327 Legislative Bu ildin g

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills

BILL NO.
HB 18

HB 115

SHORT TITLE
Allow Absentee Ballots/Fire District
Election.
Even-Yr. Elections/Town of Biltmore
Forest.

SPONSOR
Representative Howard
Representative Setzer
Representative B. Turner

Presentations

Executive Board of Elections Director Kim Strach will present her required report to the General

Assembly on recommended changes to absentee voting by mail'

Adjournment

I





NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grangeo Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE AND RE-REFERRED

HB 18 Allow Absentee Ballots/Fire District Election.
Draft Number: None

Recommended Refenal:
Long Title Amended:
Floor.Manager:

None
No
Howard

FAVORABLE COM SUB , UNFAVORABLE ORIGINAL BILL AND RE-REFERRED

HB 115 Even-Yr. Elections/Town of Biltmore Forest.
Draft Number: Hl15-PCS40153-BK-1

Recommended Referral
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
B. Tumer

TOTAL REPORTED:2
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

H I
HOUSE BILL 18

Short Title: Allow Absentee Ballots/Fire District Election. (Public)

Sponsors: Representatives Howard and Setzer (Primary Sponsors)

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site'

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House

February 5,20t9

1 A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
2 AN ACT TO ALLOW VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT IN FIRE DISTRICT ELECTIONS.

3 The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

4 SECTION 1. G.S. 163A-1295(c) is repealed.

5 SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to fire district

6 elections held on or after that date.

I ll]il tfl ilil lil lill lill llill lil lil* H 18-V- 1*





HOUSE BILL 18:
Allow Absentee BallotslFire District Election.

2 0 1 9-2 0 2 0 G eneral Assembly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: 'March 13,2019

re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

Introduced by: Reps. Howard, Setzer Prepared by: Jessica Sammons

Analysis of: First Edition Staff Attorney

OVERWEW: House Bitl 18 would allow absentee voting inJire district elections.

CURRENT LAW: Any qualified voter of the State may vote by absentee ballot in a statewide primary,

ggneral, or special electionand any qualified voter of a county is authorized to vote by absentee ballot in

any primary or election conducted by the county board of elections. G.S. 163A-1295.

Absentee voting includes the following:

either at the county board's office or another site approved by the county board.

163A).

163A).

Absentee ballots are currently not permitted in fire district elections. G.S. 163A-1295(c).

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 18 would authorize qualified voters to vote by absentee ballot in fire
district elections.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law, and applies to fire district elections held on or

after that date.

Legislative Analysis
Division

9 I 9-7 3 3-2 578

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director ril ril ilil til ililil llril lil lllil ll llill lil llllil lil lil lllil llll llll lllililil

HiB-sMBK-5 E1 -v-3





GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

1H
HOUSE BILL 115

Short Title: Even-Yr. Elections/Town of Biltmore Forest. (Local)

1
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15

t6
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18

I9
20
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22
23
24
25
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27
28

Sponsors Representative B. Turner.

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: State and Local Government, if favorable, Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable,

Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

February 21,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE TOWN OF

BILTMORE FOREST SHALL BE HELD IN EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS.
The General Assembly ofNorth Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1.(a) Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of Biltmore Forest, being

Chapter 32 of the Session Laws of 1923 , as amended by Town Ordinance adopted on June 21 ,

2011, reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 3. The follewing namedpersens shall fill the offiees of mayor and eommissioners frem

of the three

shall serve vear terms - ln 2020- and thereafter. the vor and three

commissioners shall each be elected for four-year terms."
SECTION 1.(b) Section 7 of the Charter of the Town of Biltmore Forest, being

Chapter 32 of the Session Laws of 1923, as amended by Town Ordinance adopted on June 21,

2011, reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 7. +hartn Z0ZO, and quadrenni an election shall be held in sai*tera*n-on

tlre first Menday in May, nineteen hnndred and fwenty three; *nd quadrennially thereafter rhe

theln
purpose of electing a mayor and three eemmissiener$-rrhieh+ai&commissioners. The election

shall be held under the laws of North Carolina regulating elections in cities and towns."

SECTION 2. No regular municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of
Biltmore Forest in 2019. The mayor and three commissioners whose terms expire in 2019 are

extended until2020. Regular municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Biltmore
Forest in2020.

SECTION 3. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held

on or after that date.

I ililil til ilil ilil rill llll lil llill lil lil*H115-V-1*





HOUSE BILL 115:
Even-Yr. Blections/Town of Biltmore Forest.

20 I 9-2 02 0 General Assembly

Committee: House State and Local Government. If Date:
favorable, re-refer to Elections and Ethics
Law. If favorable, re-refer to Rules, Calendar,
and Operations of the House

Introduced by: Rep. B. Turner
Analysis of: First Edition

March 6,2019

Prepared by: Billy R. Godwin
Staff Attorney

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director

til til lllil lilll til ilililt il|il li lli ll llil lli llllll li li llli lllll llll llliii
H 115-SMBD-9 E 1 -V-3

OVERVIEW: House Bitl 115 woukl change the regular municipal election cycle from odd'numbered
years to even-numbered years for the Town of Biltmore Forest, extend the terms of the current mayor

und commissioners by one yeur to implement the new election schedule, and change the date of the

next municipal election in the town to 2020.

CURRENT LAW: Generally, municipal elections are held in odd-numbered years (G.S. 163A-1585).

In the Town of Biltmore Forest, officers consist of a mayor and three commissioners serving four-year

non-staggered terms. Elections are conducted on a nonpartisan basis and the results are determined using

the plurality method in G.S. l63A-1616. Nonpartisan elections determined by a plurality are held on the

tuesday after the first Monday in November (G.S. 163A-1535). Terms of the current town officers expire

in2019.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 115 would amend the Charter of the Town of Biltmore Forest to require

regular municipal elections to be held in even-numbered ysars. To implement this change, municipal

elJctions would not be conducted in 2019 and the terms of the current mayor and commissioners would

be extended by one year to 2020 when the next municipal election would be held.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The act is effective when the bill becomes law and applies to elections held on or

after that date.

Legislative Analysis
Division

9 I 9-7 33-2578





NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House BilI 115

Hl15-ABK-1 lv.2l

AMENDMENTNO.
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)

Page I ofl

Amends Title [NO]
First Edition

Reoresentative Fishcr
moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 22,by rewriting the line to read:

"shall Ue
AS

Notwi A-1

L

Date t9

I
)
J

4
5

6
7

set

Sponsor

of

TABLED

ilil

I

SIGNED

SIGNED

LlIEL

ADOPTED

Chair if Senate Committee Amendment

FAILED
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NORTI{ CAROLINA
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 27255,
Raleigh, NC 27611

(gtg) sta-ozoo or
(sail szz-qzs

Fax: (9L9) 715-0135
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

VIA EMAIL

Joint Legislative Elections Oversight Committee

clo The Honorable Ralph Hise, Co-Chair
The Honorable David Lewis, Co-Chair

March L,20Lg

Re: Submission under Section 1.2.(h) of Session Law 2018-144.

Dear Joint Elections Oversight Committee Members,

The General Assembly has directed that our agency report to your
Committee by today regarding "recommendations to secure the absentee

voting by mail process." s.L. 201s-144 S 1.2.(h). The below is submitted
informally by agency staff, and the State Board of Elections stands ready to
provide additional information as the Committee may deem helpful.

Recent events highlight vulnerabilities in present absentee by mail
voting processes,l which may be exploited to affect election outcomes, erode
public confidence, and prey on desperate communities within our State. At the
same time, absentee voting opportunities promote participation by the
temporarily displaced, voters with disabilities, and those with inflexible work
or travel schedules. Increasing numbers of North Carolinians are embracing
absentee voting, wlth 72,447 civilian absentee ballots cast in the 2000

Presidential Election as compared to 174,389 cast in the 2016 Presidential
Election-more than double the percentage change of turnout more broadly.

The state Board of Elections has gained increased expertise in
identifying vulnerabilities in the absentee voting process. Appropriations from
the General Assembly enabled our agency to hire an investigative staff whose

work since 2015 has shed new light on practices that undermine the integrity
of the absentee voting process and other components of elections
administration. While absentee voting remains an important option for voters,
agency staff appreciate the Committee's desire to examine reforms in the
following areas:

1As used in this letter, a,bsentee refers generally to civilian absentee by mail voting,
not one-stop absentee voting or military and overseas absentee voting.



Extend protections already in place for voter registration.
The General Assembly has enacted security requirements for the collection and
delivery of Voter Registration Application Forms. payment may }rot be made
on a per-registration basis; third parties may not stockpile completed forms
and must deliver applications timely to the board of elections; and it is
unlawful for third parties to copy and retain sensitive voter information (Social
Security numbers, driver's license numbers, dates of birth, ancl siglaiures).
The Committee should consider whether it is appropriate to extend each
protection to Absentee Ballot Request Forms as well. Should the Committee
have an interest in this area, agency staff is prepared to provide specific
information and logistical consiclerations relevant to that legislation.

Clarify that photocopied ID is not required to request a ballot.
It is presently unclear whether a copy of a voter's photo identification must
accompany both the Absentee BaIIot Request Form and the returned absentee
ballot itself, or just one or the other. Photocopied identification at the request
phase may represent undue risk to a voter's privacy. The agency has ideniified
instances in which third parties have harvested sensitive voter information
submitted during the absentee request process, and the inclusion of still more
voter information may further incentivize this behavior. Additionally, a voter's
near relative is permitted to request a bailot on her behalf, and it may prove
unworkable to require the near relative to secure, photocopy, and enclose the
voter's photo identification merely to request that a ballot be sent to the voter.
Copied photo identification is already required to accompany the returned
ballot if the voter does not provide their N.C. driver,s license or DMV
identification number.

consider witnessing dateline requirements and procedures.
Absentee ballots must be voted in the physical presence of two witnesses or
one notary. Compliance is verified by signatures or a notarial certificate
attesting that the voter marked the ballot in their presence. No statute
requires that witnesses provide a date with their signature, but in 201g our
agency added a date line to help detect inconsistencies and trends that may
waruant further investigation. Variations between witness dates ancl voter
dates may indicate that the ballot was not voted properly, but it may also show
merely that individuals were confused about the date or that they did witness
the voter mark the ballot but failed to sign immediately. We believe the
witness date line has investigative value, but it may be appropriate for the
Committee to consider whether it should be a required fieid and what standard
procedures should be followed when elections officials note a disparity in dates.

2



Deter "harvestind' by funding prepaid postage for ballot returns.
Absentee bailots are returned "at the voter's expense." G.S. 1634-1310(b)(1).
Return envelope size and weight varies across the State, making it difficult for
voters to determine required postage and possibly encouraging certain voters
to acquiesce to door-to-door harvesters offering to deliver their ballot to the
elections office. Should the Committee wish to consider prepaid return postage

or a pilot program, agency staff is able to discuss additional specifics and

logistical fixes to retain current laws allowing Iate returns mailed by Election
Day.

Require Absentee Ballot Request Form logging at elections offices.
Logs maintained by county board of elections offices have proved tremendously
valuable in investigative efforts to identify those delivering stacks of Absentee
BaIIot Request Forms to county boards. While only the voter or a voter's near
relative may complete an Absentee BaIIot Request Form, present law allows
any person to deliver those forms to elections officials. At a minimum, it is
necessary to require that elections offices iog the names and identifying details
of those dropping off Absentee BaIIot Request Forms.

Deter the reuse of photocopied Absentee Ballot Request Forrns.
The agency is growing increasingly aware that certain individuals or

organizations may be working to circumvent the requirement that, under
normal circumstances, a voter or a voter's near relative renew a request for an

absentee ballot every election cycle. That effort may involve photocopying

Absentee Ballot Request Forms en nl.asse bearing the proper signature but
Ieaving the dateline and election blank. A third party would later add the date

and the election to the photocopied form for submission each election cycle so

that a ballot is mailed. This could lead to manipulation of the voting process

and even cause delivery of ballots to an address years after the voter has

moved.. The General Assembly could consider deterring this practice by
requiring the use of the most current version of the Absentee BaIIot Request
Form. The agency could then vary the design or graphics used year to year.

Fund additional investigative and data resourc€s to detect violations.
The Generai Assembly has wisely recognized the value of bringing data and

investigative resoLrrces in-house to help the agency detect and then investigate
irregularities or unlawful conduct. The agency could do so more effectively and

earlier in the process if the Committee is willing to consider advocating for
ad.ditional resources for investigative staff and for additional data staff.
Certain commercial resources are also available and may improve our ability
to detect anomalies, such as an unusually high number of ballots being mailed
to a particular location.

3



Facilitate oversiglt and emergency monitoring of local operations.
Statutes vest overall supervisory authority over elections with the State Board
of Elections, though local offices are funded by county governments. The state
Board has and wili act under its supervisory autho"ity to impose necessary
monitoring of local offices when necessary to secure elections. Emergency
action in Bladen County and elsewhere diverts staff resources performing th"it
ordinary duties. The Committee could empower our reform efforts by providing
temporary appropriations this year that would enable a staff presence in offices
that require monitoring for a fixed period. Additionally, thl Committee may
consider statutory changes that would specify the appropriate process to bL
followed when, as in Bladen County, local golr"*tttttunt failed to secure its
elections office and even collocated non-elections staff in the same space. The
Generai Assembiy has undertaken substantial efforts to secure sensitive
elections systems and equipment, and has promoted vetting of those with
access to them. While the agency is committed to deploying its resources to
properly supervise elections in at-risk counties, additional statutory and
financial aid from the State could amplify the effect of those efforts.

We look forward to providing additional details and information as the
Committee may deem helpful.

Sincerely,

Kim Westbrook Strach
Executive Director

Cc The Honorable Dennis Riddell, Vice Chair
The Honorable Dan Bishop, Member
The Honorable Dan Blue, Member
The Honorable Elmer Floyd, Member
The Honorable Darren Jackson, Member
The Honorable Paul Newton, Member
The Honorable Bill Rabon, Member
The Honorable John Sauls, Member
The Honorable John Szoka, Member
The Honorable Joyce Waddell, Member
The Honorable Mike Woodard, Member

The Honorable Holly Grange, Co-Chair, House Elections & Ethics
The Honorable Destin HaII, Co-Chair, House Elections & Ethics

4
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Eth ics Law
March t3,2OI9
NC State Board of Elections

l(im Strach, Executive Director





No payment per Absentee Ballot Request Form

Third parties may not copy or maintain a copy
of completed Absentee Ballot Request Forms

Absentee Ballot Request Forms must be

delivered timely to the BOE

Penalties for third parties that fail to deliver
Absentee Ballot Request Forms to BOE



Clarify that photocopied lD is not required to
request a ballot

Concerns:

M
-Y

)

W
Misuse or

Misplacement of
ldentification

ldentity Theft

Near Relatives may not have access at the
time of request to secure and to photocopy lD



No reuse of photocopied Absentee
Request Forms completed for a
prior election
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Witnessing "date" line requirements and
procedures

. Not currently required by statute.

'we added "date" line in 2oLB to help detect inconsistencies and
trends warranting further investigation.

Witness writes
wrong date but

did witness voter
vote ballot

Witness didn't
really witness

voter vote ballot

What
could it
,*r-_a^Jrltclltr:

Witness does
witness voter

vote ballot but
doesn't sign on

that date
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Deter "harvesting" by funding prepaid postage
for ballot returns

' G.S. t63A-1310(bX1) provides that absentee ballots are returned "at
the voter's expense."

' Return envelope size and weight varies across the State and makes
determining postage amount difficult.

U nce rta i nty
of postage

a mount

Obta ining
postage
sta m ps

Expe nse

not returning
ballot

lncentive for
ballot

collection or



Educate North Carolina voters

Train

ldentify irregularities at the earliest possible point



Expa nd i ng
i nvestigative / com pl ia nce staff

Expanding data resources

lncrease Election Admin staff to
assist counties in need

Funding for emergency
monitoring

Funding to
ensu re
compliance





Criminal Penalties:

. G.S. 163A-1317(a) False Statements Under Oath for
Absentee Ballots is a Class 2 misdemeanor. (False
witnesses)

. G.S. L63A-865(b)Changing a voter's information on
registration form, coercing someone to complete or
selling a voter registration form are all Class 2
misdemeanors.

. Highest criminal penalty is a Class I felony:
. G.S. 163A-L298(aX5) Possession of a voted absentee

ballot
. G.S. 1534-1298(aX+) Nursing home personnel

assisting patients

. Other absentee related offenses are Class 2
misdemeanors.

&
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Contact Us:

. NC State Board of Elections Office

. Mailing Address: P.O. Box27255, Raleigh, NC 276LL'7255
physicil Address: Third floor,430 N. Salisbury St., Raleigh, NC 27603-5918

. Phone: (919) 8L4-07A0 or (8661522-4723

. Fax: (9L9) 715-0L35

. General Email: electio ns.sb ncsbe.eov

. Campaign Finance Email: carnpajgn repgrting@ncsbg,ggv

. Administrotion Fax- (9L9) 7L5-0L35

. Compaign Reporting Fox- (9L9) 7L5-8047

. lnformation Systems Fqx- (91,9) 7L5-1344
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lJpdated #1: HB 646 added

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION

2019-2020 SESSTON

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows:

Wednesday, April 10, 2019
1:00 PM
1228/1327 LB
Representative Destin Hall presiding.

The following bills will be considered:

DAY & DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:
COMMENTS:

BILL NO.
I]B2I

HB 517

IIB 646

SHORT TITLE
Revise McDowell County Bd of Educ.
Districts.
Stokes Co. Bd. Ed./Requested Election
Changes.
ID Approval/Flex Muni One-Stop.

SPONSOR
Representative Dobson

Representative K. Hall

Representative Lewis
Representative Hawkins
Representative Hardister
Representative Russell

Respectfully,

Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 10:56 AM on
Thursday, November 14, 2019.

_ Principal Clerk
_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber

David L. Cobb (Committee Assistant)
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House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesday, April 10,2019 at 1:00 PM

Room 122811327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at 1:00 PM on April 10, 2019 in Room

122811327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Hall, Grange, Warren, Adams, Ball,
Batch, Blackwell, Brockman, Dahle, Davis, Faircloth, Fisher, Floyd, Hanig, Harrison, Lewis,
McNeill, Riddell, Russell, Speciale, Szoka, and Willingham attended.

Representative Destin Hall, Chair. Representative Grange called the meeting to order and

introduced the Pages, and Sgt. At Arms

The following bills were considered:

HB 21 Revise McDowell County Bd of Educ. Districts. (Representative Dobson)

HB 517 Stokes Co. Bd. Ed./Requested Election Changes. (Representative K. Hall)

HB 646 ID ApprovaUFlex Muni One-Stop. (Representatives Lewis, Hawkinso Hardister,
Russell)

Representative Grange recognized Representative Dobson to introduce House Bill 21.
Representative Dobson announced that there was an amendment to the bill from Representative
Szoka. Committee Staff member Jessica Sammons announced that the amendment was a technical
correction. Representative Hall inquired if there was need for further discussion and
Representative Warren motioned for a favorable report on the amendment to House Bill 21.

Representative Hall called the vote on the amendment for House Bill 21. The amendment to House
Bill2l was adopted.

Representative Hall recognized Representative Dobson to introduce House Bill 21. Representative
Dobson introduced House Bill 21. Representative Warren was recognized for a motion.
Representative Warren moved for a favorable report for House Bill 21 as amended, rolled into a
new PCS and referred to rules. Representative Hall called for a vote on House Bill 21 received a

favorable report with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the
House..

Representative Hall recognized Representative Lewis to introduce House Bill646. Representative
Lewis explained the nature of the bill and inquired if the other bill sponsors would like the make

any comment on House Bill646 to the committee, the other bill sponsors declined to make any
comment. Representative Hall called for any further discussion or debate on the bill.
Representative Floyd asked a question regarding pg.5 - line 48. Representative Lewis responded.
Representative was recognized to make a motion at the appropriate time. Representative Russel





was recognizedfor a comment, in which he thanked the other bill sponsors of House Bill 646 for
their work and effort. Representative Harrison was recognized for comment, in which she also

expressed her gratitude for the bill sponsors work and voiced her approval for the legislation.

Representative Harrison then made a motion for a favorable report on House BiIl646, the motion

carried and House Bill646 passed with a favorable report with a serial referral to the Committee

on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

Representative Destin Hall recognized Representative Kyle Hall to introduce House Bill 517.

Representative Kyle Hall introduced House Bill 517. Representative Destin Hall called for further

discussion, and the called for a motion. Representative Hardister moved that House Bill 517

receive a favorable report with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and

Operations of the House. Representative Hardister motion carried and House Bill 517 received a

favorable report with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House.

With no further business remaining, Representative Hall adjourned the committee meeting at

1:17PM.

Destin Hall, Chair L. Cob Committee





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesdayo April l0r20l9r 1:00 PM

1228 I 1327 Legislative Building

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

BiIls

BILL NO.
HB 2I

HB 517

HB 646

Presentations

Other Business

Adjournment

SHORT TITLE
Revise McDowell County Bd of Educ.
Districts.
Stokes Co. Bd. Ed./Requested Election
Changes.
ID Approval/Flex Muni One-Stop.

SPONSOR
Representative Dobson

Representative K. Hall

Representative Lewis
Representative Hawkins
Representative Hardister
Representative Russell

I





NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATryES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grangeo Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hallo Co-Chair

FAVORABLE AND RE-REFERRED

HB 5I7

HB 646

Stokes Co. Bd. Ed./Requested Election Changes.
Draft Number: None

Recommended Referal
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
K. Hall

ID approval/Flex Muni One-Stop.
Draft Number: None

Recommended Referal
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

No
None

Lewis

TOTAL REPORTED:2
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall' Co-Chair

FAVORABLE COM SUB , UNFAVORABLE ORIGINAL BILL AND RE.REFERRED

HB 2I Revise McDowell County Bd of Educ. Districts.
Draft Number: H21-PCSl04l2-BK-5

Recommended Referal
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None

Dobson
No

TOTAL REPORTED: 1
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

1H
HOUSE BILL 2I

Short Title: Revise McDowell County Bd of Educ. Districts. (Local)

l.
2.

J.

L
5.

6.

1

2
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22
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24
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26
27
28
29
30
31

32
JJ

Sponsors Representative Dobson.
For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site

Referred to: State and Local Government, if favorable, Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable,
Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

February 6,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO REVISE THE RESIDENCY DISTRICTS OF THE MCDOWELL COUNTY

BOARD OF EDUCATION.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Section 3 of S.L. 1987-322 reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 3. Beginning with members elected in 1988, members of the McDowell County Board

of@shallservefour-yeartermS,exceptthatinthe|992election,forthefour
Marion district seats up for election that year, the three highest vote-getters shall be elected for
four-year terms, and the next highest vote-getter shall be elected for a two-year term. In the case
persons receive an equal number of votes for third and fourth place, and both are elected, the
McDowellCountyBoardof@shalldecidethelengthoftermbylot.
Notwithstanding the PLAN FOR MERGER OF MARION CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION

from the
elementary attendance zones to the McDowell County Board of Education as followst

a. One member from each of the six following elementary attendance zones:
Old Fort Elementary School" beginning in 2020.
Pleasant Gardens Elementary School. beginning in 2022.
North Cove Elementary School. beginnins in2020.
Nebo Elementary School" beginning in 2022.
West Marion Elementary School. beginnine in 2020.
Glenwood Elementary School" beginnine in 2022.

b. Two members elected in2020 and one member elected in2022 from either of
the following elementary attendance zones:
1. Eastfield Global Masnet School.
2. Marion Elementary School.

To be eligible for election to the Board from an attendance zone. a candidate must reside in the
attendance zone. Each seat shall appear separatelv on the ballot. but all the qualified voters ofthe
entire county are elieible to vote on all the seats. To be elieible to serve as a member of the Board
representing an attendance zone. a person must reside in the attendance zone: however. a change
in the boundaries of attendance zones shall not affect the ability of any person to complete his or
her term of office. If a vacancy occurs on the board. the person appointed as the replacement
must reside in the attendance zone which was served by the departing member. In the event the
McDowell County Board of Education changes the legal name of an elementarv school. the

Illlrililililllrilrilttililil]til til
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General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2019

1 Board shall reflect. in policy. the corresponding attendance zone of the renamed school to the

2 elementarlz school named in this act.

3 SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.

U

Page2 House Bill 21-First Edition





NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT

House Bill2l

H21-ABK-I1 [v.2]

AMENDMENT NO
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)

Page I of 1

Amends Title [NO]
First Edition

Reoresentative 5zoKa.

moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 5, by rewriting the line to read:

"SECTION 1. Section 3 of Chapter 322 of the 1987 Session Laws reads as

rewritten: ";

and on page 1, lines 28-29, by rewriting those lines to read:

"entire county are eligible to vote on all the seats. A change".

SIGNED
Sponsor

SIGNED
Committee if Senate Committee Amendment

ADOPTED FAILED \ tanLgn

ililililililililil ililill lilll llllil ll lilll lllll llll lllll lllll lllil lil llll*H21-ABK-11-V-?*
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2OT9

IH
HOUSE BILL 517

Short Title: Stokes Co. Bd. Ed./Requested Election Changes. (Local)

I
2
J

4
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34

Sponsors Representative K. Hall.
For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House

April 1,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO CHANGE THE MANNER OF ELECTION OF THE STOKES COUNTY BOARD

OF EDUCATION FROMNONPARTISAN TO PARTISAN AND TO MAKE THE TERMS
OF ALL MEMBERS FOUR YEARS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. Section 1 of Chapter 66 of the 1995 Session Laws reads as rewritten:

"Section l. Netwithstanaing the pr
Beginnins in 2020. the members of the Stokes County Board of Education shall be elected on a

@asisatthetimeseffiforthegeneralelectionineach
even-numbered year as terms expire.

iees

ffiTheorimarvandelectionshallbeheldandconductedinaccordancewith--'J r-- -J

the general laws governing primaries and elections for county officers. except as otherwise
provided herein. Members elected to the Stokes Countv Board of Education shall take office the
first Mondav of December immediatelv s fheir election- and the terms of their
predecessors shall expire at the same time. Members shall serve until a successor has been elected

ud-@lifi9d."
SECTION 2. Section 2 of Chapter 66 of the 1995 Session Laws reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 2. Netwithstanding t n 2020. and biennially
quadrennially thereafter, three members shall be elected to the Stokes County Board of
trdueetien, The twe per

ducation
for four-year terms. In 2022. and quadrennially thereafter" two members shall be elected to the
Stokes Countv Board of Education for forrr-vear terms-

Beginning in 2020. vacancies on the Stokes Countv Board of Education for seats elected on
a partisan basis shall be filled in accordance with G.S. 1 15C-37.1. Appointments to fill vacancies
on the Stokes County Board of Education for seats elected on a nonpartisan basis in 20 I 6 or 20 I 8

shall be filled in accordance with G.S. 115C-37(0.
SECTION 3. This act does not affect the terms of office of any person elected in

2016 or 2018 to the Stokes County Board of Education. Each member of the Stokes County
Board of Education elected in2016 and 2018, or any member appointed to fiIl a vacancy for a

member elected in 2016 or 2018, shall serve until a successor has been elected and qualified.

I ll|l[llffixillll illill ilill]il





General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2019

I SECTION 4. Effective on the first Monday in December of 2020, G.S. I l5C-37.1(d)
2 reads as rewritten:
3 "(d) This section shall apply only in the following counties: Alleghany, Beaufort,
4 Brunswick, Carteret, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Dare, Davie, Graham, Guilford, Harnett, Hyde,
5 Iredell, Lee, Madison, New Hanover, Onslow, Pender, Rutherford, Stanly, Stokes. Vance,

6 Washington, and Yancey."
7 SECTION 5. All laws and clauses of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act

8 are hereby repealed.
9 SECTION 6. This act is effective when it becomes law.

Page2 House Bill 517-First Edition
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

HOUSE BILL 646

Short Title: ID approval/Flex Muni One-Stop. (Public)

I
2
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34

Sponsors: Representatives Lewis, Hawkins, Hardister, and Russell (Primary Sponsors).

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House

April9,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO CLAzuFY THE APPROVAL PROCESS FOR STUDENT AND EMPLOYEE

IDENTIFICATION CARDS FOR VOTING PURPOSES; TO PROVIDE AN
ADDITIONAL WINDOW FOR APPROVAL OF STUDENT AND EMPLOYEE
IDENTIFICATION CARDS FOR THE 2O2O ELECTIONS; AND TO PROVIDE
FLEXIBILITY IN THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF EARLY ONE-STOP VOTING IN
ODD-NUMBERED YEAR ELECTIONS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION f . c.S. 163,{-11a5.1(a)(1)e. is recodified as G.S. 1634-l ru5.1(a)(2)c.
SECTION 2. G.S. 163A-1145.2, as amended by S.L. 2019-4, reads as rewritten:

"$ 163A-1145.2. Approval of student identification cards for voting identification.
(a) The State Board shall approve the use of student identification cards issued by a

constituent institution of The University of North Carolina, a community college, as defined in
G.S. 1l5D-2(2), or eligible private postsecondary institution as defined in G.S. 116-280(3) for
voting identification under G.S. l63A-t 145.1 if the following criteria are met:

(l) The university or college submits a

si he

State Board @at the following @
and will not knowingl)' be violated with regard to student identification cards

issued during the approval period:
a. The identification cards that are issued by the university or college

contain photographs of students take*qbI4ilgi!-by the university or
college or its agents or
photograph obtained (i) is a frontal image that includes the student's

face and (ii) represents a clear. accurate likeness of the student to
whom the identification card is issued. If the photograph is one not
produced by the university or college or its asents. the university or
college shall explain in detail the process used by the university or
college to ensure the photoeraph is that of the student to whom the

identification card is issued.
The identification cards are issued after an enrollment or other process

that includes one or more methods of confirming the identity of the
student using data that may include, but are not limited to, the social
security number, citizenship status, and birthdate of the student.

I til]t tilt tffi ]til tilt ilil ]il til] til rill
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General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2019

+heAggggg-to the-equipment for producing the identification cards is

@ie*restricted throu gh securitv measures.

Misuse of the equipment for producing the identification cards would
be grounds for student discipline or termination of an employee.
University or college officials would report any misuse of student
identification card equipment they have knowledge of to law
enforcement if G.S. 163,4.-1389(19) was potentially violated.
The cards issued by the university or college on or after January l.
2021. contain a date of
202+.expira1lign.
The university or college @copies of standaC
student identihcation cards to the State Board to assist with training
purposes.
The college or university will provide e€epfto stud@iss't*ing

are issued the student identification eara++-*e
deer*ment*ie+card a coov of. or an ic link to. a document

developed by the State Board en-that detaih-the requirements related
to identification for voting; the requirements to vote absenteeo early,
or on election day; a description of voting by provisional ballot; and

the availability of a free North Carolina voter photo identification card

pursuant to G.S. 163A-869.1 to rural, military, veteran, elderly,
underserved, minority, or other communities as determined by local
needs; and the requirements of North Carolina residency to vote,
including applicable intent requirements of North Carolina law, and

the penalty for voting in multiple states.
(2) The university or college complies with any other reasonable security

measures determined by the State Board to be necessary for the protection and

security of the student identification process.
(b) +he-fhe State eoard shall

The State Board shall permit a universit), or college with no changes to the prior election cycle's
aonroval to submit a statement indicatins no chanses have heen made bv the universitv or

c.

d.

e.

f.

()

h.
students who

collese. When the State Board se efl1hg-student identifi cation
cards issued by a constituent institution of The University of North Carolina, a community
college, as defined in G.S. ll5D-2(2), or eligible private postsecondary institution as defined in

G.S. 1634-1145.l- such aooroval shall be id for fhe neriod from .Ianuarv 1 of an

odd-numbered year through December 31 of the next even-numbered year.
(c) The State Board shall produce a list of participating universities and colleges every

feu*1Wq years. The list shall be published on the State Board's Web site and distributed to every
county board of elections.

(d) If a participating college or university with a student identification card approved for
use by the State Board as provided in subsection (b) of this section changes the design of the
student identification card, that college or university shall provide copies of the new design of
the student identification cards to the State Board to assist with training purposes."

SECTION 3. G.S. 1634-1145.3, as amended by S.L. 2019-4, reads as rewritten:
"$ 163A-1145.3. Approval of employee identification cards for voting identification.

(a) The State Board shall approve the use of employee identification eardcaglr issued by
a state or local government entity, including a charter school, for voting identification under
G.S. l63,{-1145.1 if the following criteria are met:

(1) The state or
local government entity or charter school submits a-sigte4-{e+te+-te-th€

Page2 House Bill 646-First Edition
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he State Board under
p€nal+Jreflp€+jur.ithat the fo I I owing arehave been met and wi I lnotknowingly
be violated with resard to emplol/ee identification cards issued during the

approval period:
a. The identification cards that are issued by the @

state or local government entity or charter school contain photographs

of ythe@
or local sovernment or charter school or its agents or

frontal image that includes the employee's face and (ii) represents a

clear" accurate likeness of the employee to whom the identification
card is issued. Ifthe ohotosraoh i one not nroduced bv the state or
local sovernment entitv or school- the state or local
government entity or charter school shall explain in detail the process

used by the state or local government entity or chafter school to ensure

the photograph is that of the employee to whom the identification card

is issued.
b. The identification cards are issued after an employment application or

other process that includes one or more methods of confirming the

identity of the employee using data that include, but are not limited to,
the social security number, citizenship status, and birthdate of the
employee.

c. +heAggggqlqlbg_equipment for producing the identification cards is

d. Misuse of the equipment for producing the identification cards would
be grounds for termination of an employee.

e. State or local or charter school officials would report any misuse of
identification *.4 "quip*ttt 

they have knowledge of to law
enforcement if G.S. 1634.-1389(19) was potentially violated.

f. The cards issued by the state or local government entity or charter
school on or after January 1. 2021. contain a date of expiratieq

s. The state or local government entity
provide copies of -+*d*+9lqplgyrr-id"ntifi"ution 

"utds 
to the State

Board to assist with training purposes.
(2) The state or local government entity complies with any other reasonable

security measures determined by the State Board to be necessary for the
protection and security of the employee identification process.

(b) The-The State goard shall
The State Board shall oermit a State or local government entitv or charter school with no changes

to the prior election c)'cle's approval to submit a statement indicating no changes have been made

by the State or local government entity or charter school. When the State Board slal+ppreve+e
approves for use efllbs employee identification cards issued by a state or local government entity,
includingacharterschool,forvotingidentificationunder
years-.C.S. t 0la-t t+S. I
odd-numbered year through December 31 of the next even-numbered year.

(c) The State Board shall produce a list of participating employing entities every fuurlwo
years. The list shall be published on the State Board's Web site and distributed to every county
board of elections."

SECTION 4. Section 1.2(f) of S.L. 2018-l 44, as amended by S.L. 2019-4, reads as

rewritten:

House Bill 646-First Edition Page 3
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"SECTION 1.2.(D Notwithstanding G.S. 1634.-1145.1, l63A-1145.2, and 163,{-1145.3,
the State Board shall approve (i) tribal enrollment cards issued by a tribe recognized by this State

under Chapter 7lA ofthe General Statutes; (ii) student identification cards issued by a constituent
institution of The University of North Carolina, a community college, as defined in
G.S. 115D-2(2), or eligible private postsecondary institution as defined in G.S. 116-280(3); and

(iii) employee identification cards issued by a state or local government entity, including a charter

school, for use as voting identification under G.S. 1634.-1145.1 no later than MaretslS,-204*
November 1" 2019. for use in primaries and elections held in
than May 15; 2g2l; fer eleetiens held en er after that date, 1020. The State Board shall adopt

temporary rules on reasonable security measures for use of student or employee identification
cards forvoting identification in G.S. 163,{-1l45.2andc.S. 1634.-1145.3 no laterthanFebrtory

heStateBoardshalladoptpermanentrulesonreasonablesecurity
measures for use of student or employee identification cards for voting identification in
G.S. l634-1145.2 and G.S. 163A-1145.3 no later than May 15, 2021. The State Board shall
producetheini+iallistofparticipatinginstitutionsandemployingentities@
?el9.for use in primaries "

SECTION 5. Section 1.2(g of S.L. 2Q18-144, as amended by S.L. 2019-4, reads as

rewritten:
"SECfION 1.2.(g Netwithstandhe G

For elections held in 2020 only. a student identification card issued by a constituent institution
of The University of North Carolina, a community eel+eg€rcollggq as defined in G.S. 1l5D-2(2),
or eligible private postsecondary institution as defined in G.S. 116-280(3) or an employee
identificationcardissuedbystateorlocalgoVernment
including a charter school. may not be denied approval under G.S. 1634,-1145.2 or

ofa
G.S. 1634-1145.1- an aDnroved student cation card or emnlovee identification card

without a printed expiration date shall be eligible for use in any election held before January l,
2021.'

SECTION 6.(a) Any student identification card issued by a constituent institution
of The University of North Carolina, a community college as defined in G.S. ll5D-2(2), or
eligible private postsecondary institution as defined in G.S. 116-280(3), or an employee
identification card issued by a State or local government entity or charter school approved by the
State Board of Elections on or before March 15,2019, for use in elections held on or after January
1,2019, until December 31, 2022, shall continue to be eligible for use in an election prior to
December 31,2022, without further submission by the constituent institution of The University
of North Carolina, community college as defined in G.S. ll5D-2(2), or eligible private
postsecondary institution as defined in G.S. 116-280(3), or State or local government entity or
charter school.

SECTION 6.(b) Any constituent institution of The University of North Carolina, a

community college as defined in G.S. ll5D-2(2), or eligible private postsecondary institution as

defined in G.S. I 16-280(3), or State or local government entity or charter school denied approval
by the State Board of Elections on or before March 15,2019, shall be granted until November
15, 2019, to submit a revised application for approval. The State Board shall approve the
identification cards for use as voting identification under G.S. 1634-1145.l no later than
December 1,2019, for use in primaries and elections held in2020.

SECTION 7. G.S. 1634-1303 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

"(e) Notwithstanding G.S. 1634.-1300 and subdivision (cX3) of this section. a county
board of elections bli unanimous vote of all its members may propose a Plan for Implementation
providing for sites in that county for absentee ballots to be applied for and cast in elections
conducted in odd-numbered years. The proposed Plan for Implementation shall specify the hours
of operation for the county board of elections for all elections conducted in that county for that

Page 4 House Bill 646-First Edition
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I odd-numbered year. If the county board of elections is unable to reach unanimity in favor of a
2 Plan for Implementation for that odd-numbered year" a member or members of the county board

3 of elections may petition the State Board to adopt a Plan for Implementation for the county" and

4 the State Board may adopt a Plan for Implementation for that county. However. any Plan of
5 Implementation approved under this subsection shall provide for uniform location. davs. and

6 hours for all sites throughout the period required by subsection (a) of this section."
7 SECTION 8. This act is effective when it becomes law.

House Bill 646-First Edition Page 5
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Updated #3: Added H}242, HB 328' HB 369

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION

2019-2020 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows

DAY & DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:
COMMENTS:

HB242

HB 369

The following bills will be considered:

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE
HB 502 Voting Machines/Certain Cos.

HB 328

Thursday, April 25, 2019
9:00 AM
544 LOB
Rep. Grange will preside.

Same Reqs/Officials/Early Vote &
Election Day.
Displaced Precinct Offi cialsA.{atural
Disaster.
Election Observer Bill of Rights.

SPONSOR
Representative Riddell
Representative Hardister
Representative Iler
Representative Speciale

Representative Speciale

Representative Speciale

Respectfully,

Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 11:48 AM on

Wednesday, November 73, 2019.

Principal Clerk

_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber

Joanna K. Almquist (Committee Assistant)





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Thursday, April25r20l9 at 9:00 AM

Room 544 of the Legislative Office Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at 9:00 AM on April 25,2019 in Room

544 of the Legislative Office Building. Representatives Hall, Grange, Warren, Ball, Batch,

Blackwell, Dahle, Fisher, Floyd, Hanig, Hardister, Holley, NcNeill, Riddell, Russell, Speciale,

Szoka, Willingham, Bell, and Lewis attended.

Representative Holly Grange, Chair, presided. Representative Grange called the meeting to order

and introduced the Sgt. at Arms who assisted with the Committee. Copies of the attendance and

visitor registration are attached to these minutes, (Attachment I and2).

The following bills were considered:

HB 502 Voting Machines/Certain Cos. (Representatives Riddell, Hardister,Ilero Quick)

HB 328 Same Reqs/Officials/Early Vote & Election Day. (Representative Speciale)

IJ.B 242 Displaced Precinct OfficialsA[atural Disaster. (Representative Speciale)

, HB 369 Election Observer Bill of Rights. (Representative Speciale)

Representative Grange recognized Representative Speciale to put forth his amendment to HB 502.

Rep. Speciale put forth an amendment to change page l,line 11 of the PCS for HB 502. (See

attachment 3) The amendment was adopted without opposition.

Representative Grange stated that aproposed committee substitute for HB 502 "HB 502 Voting
Machines/Certain Cos.", was before the Committee and recognized Representatives Riddell,
Hardister, and Iler to explain the bill. The PCS for House 8il1 502 would authorize the use of direct
record electronic voting systems that do not use paper ballots in elections conducted through
December 1,2021, in Alamance and Guilford counties.

Representative Grange recognized members for questions and comments. Representative
Blackwell was recognized for a comment. Representative Ball was recognized for a question to
which Representative Riddell responded. Representative Russell was recognized for a series of
questions. Kim Strach was recognized to respond. Rep. Speciale was recognized for a motion. Rep.

Speciale moved that the PCS for HB 502 receive a favorable report with a serial referral to the
Committee on State and Local Govemment. The motion carried.

Rep. Grange stated that HB 328had been removed from todayos agenda per request of the bill
sponsor.





Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Speciale to put forth an amendment for HB 242 (See attachment 5).

Rep. Speciale explained that amendment H242-AST-7 [v.1] would amend page l,line 16 of HB
242. The amendment was adopted. Rep. Speciale was recognized to explain HB 242. HB 242

would allow precinct officials who failed to attend required instructional meetings prior to a

primary or general election due to a declared emorgency to be able to work on Election Day as a

precinct official. Rep. Speciale responded to a series of questions and comments from Committee
members, Reps. Willingham, Batch, Holley, and Warren. Rep. Wanen put forth a motion for
Members for a favorable report of HB 242 asamended. The bill passed with a serial referral to the

Committee on House

Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Speciale to explain HB 369. Rep. Speciale explained that HB 369

would establish certain statutory rights for observers of elections. Reps. Willingham, Floyd, Batch,

and Fisher were recognizedfor questions and comments to which Rep. Speciale responded. A roll
call vote was requested for HB 369 (See attachment 4). HB 369 bill passed with a serial referral to
the Committee on Rules, Calendar and Operations of the House.

The meeting adjourned at 9:56 AM.

v K. Almquist, Committee
Presiding





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Thursday, April 25r20191 9:00 AM

544 Legislative Office Building

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills

BILL NO.
HB 502

HB 328

HB 242

HB 369

Presentations

Other Business

Adjournment

SHORT TITLE
Delay Decertif./Voting
Machines/Certain Cos.

Same Reqs/Officials/Early Vote &
Election Day.
Displaced Precinct Offi cialsA{atural
Disaster.
Election Observer Bill of Rights.

SPONSOR
Representative Riddell
Representative Hardister
Representative Iler
Representative Quick
Representative Speciale

Representative Speciale

Representative Speciale
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATWES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair

Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE COM SUB O UNFAVORABLE ORIGINAL BILL AND RE-REFERRED

HB 242 Displaced Precinct OfficialsA{atural Disaster.
Draft Number: H242-PCSI0575-ST-19

HB 502 Delay Decertif./Voting Machines/Certain Cos.

Draft Number: H502-PCS10573-ST-3

Recommended Referral
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

Recommended Refenal:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
Speciale

None
Yes
Riddell

TOTAL REPORTED:2

I ll]il ililililt il til] tilt til ilil ]il ltill llll lil*cMR31a-V-1*
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair

Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE AND RE-REFERRED

HB 369 Election Observer Bill of Rights.
Draft Number: None

Recommended Refenal
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
Speciale

TOTAL REPORTED: I

I il]il ilil |il til lil] ilil il] ilil ]ll llill lill lil*cMR317-V-1*



r:,

:&



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

H
HOUSE BILL 502

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE H5O2-CSST-3 [v.5]
0412412019 06:34:30 PM

Short Title: Voting Machines/Certain Cos.

D

(Local)

Sponsors:

Referred to:

1

2
aJ

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

t2
13

April1,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO ALLOW CERTAIN VOTING MACHINES TO CONTINUE IN USE AFTER

DECEMBER 1,2019, IN CERTAIN COLINTIES ONLY,
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding Sections 30.8 and 30.9 of S.L.20I3-38I, as amended

by Section 6 of S.L. 2015-103 and Section 3.1 1 of S.L. 2018-13, and notwithstanding G.S. 163,{-

1111 and G.S. 1634-1115, direct record electronic (DRE) voting systems that do not use paper

ballots may be used in any election conducted prior to December 1,2021, whether or not the

direct record electronic (DRE) voting system has been certified or decertified by the State Board

of Elections in accordance with law.
SECTION 2. This act applies to Alamance, Brunswick, Burke, Davie, and Guilford

counties only.
SECTION 3. This act is effective when it becomes law.

I fl]il ril ril lllil lil llilil llffi lllil lffi ll llilil lil lil
*H502-CSST-3*





HOUSE BILL 5022

Voting Machines/Certain Cos.

20 1 9-2020 General Assembly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: ApriI25,20I9
re-refer to State and Local Government. If
favorable, re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and

Operations of the House

Introduced by: Reps. Riddell, Hardister, Iler, Quick Prepared by: Kara McCraw

Analysis of: PCS to First Edition Committee Counsel

H502-CSST-3

OVERWEW: HB 502 would uuthorize the use of direct record electronic (DRE) voting systems that

do not use paper ballots in elections conducted through December 1,2021, in Alamance snd Gailford
counties.

The PCS for HB 502 would also apply the authorization to Brunswick, Bturke, and Davie counties, and

would correct citations to refer to cunent statutes related to use of certain voting systems.

CURRENT LAW: Effective December I,2019, G.S. 1634-1115(a) requires that only voting systems

that have been certified by the State Board that meet certain standards and have not been subsequently

decertified may be used in elections. One of the required standards is that the voting system, including

direct record electronic (DRE) voting systems, must generate a paper ballot which provides a backup

means of counting the vote that the voter casts. G.S. 1634-1095(1) defines a ballot as "arr instrument on

which a voter indicates that voter's choice for a ballot item so that it may be recorded as a vote for or

against a certain candidate or referendum proposal, and is evidenced by an individual paper document that

bears marks made by the voter by hand or through electronic means, whether preprinted or printed in the

voting enclosure." DRE voting systems must generate apaper ballot viewable bythe voterbefore the vote

is casi electronically, and permit the voter to correct any discrepancy between the electronic vote and the

paper ballot before the vote is cast to be certified.

G.S. 163A-1111 prohibits the use of a voting system that does not use or produce a ballot in any

referendum, primary, or other election as a means of voting or counting an official ballot.

S.L.2013-381, Sec.30.8 and 30.9, as amendedby Section 6 of S.L.2015-103 and Section 3.11 of S.L.

2018-13, provides that any direct record electronic (DRE) voting systems certified by the State Board of
Elections which do not use paper ballots be decertified and not used in any election held on or after

December I,20I9.

BILL ANALYSIS: Notwithstanding laws to the contrary, the PCS for HB 502 would allow direct record

electronic (DRE) voting systems that do not use paper ballots to be used in any election conducted prior

to Decemb er I,202I, whether or not the direct record electronic (DRE) voting system has been certified

or decertified by the State Board of Elections. The PCS would apply only to Alamance, Brunswick, Burke,

Davie, and Guilford counties.

EFFECTIVE DATE: HB 502 would become effective when it becomes law

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director rflil!ffi ililjll illlu llil lll|| llilil ililuil lll 

llllilru ilu 
ru 
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Legislative Analysis
Division
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NORTII CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House Bill502

H502-ABK-18 [v.1]

Amends Title [NO]
H502-CSST-3 [v.5]

SIGNED

AMENDMENTNO.
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)

Date l't tz5
Page I ofl

Representative Speciale

1 moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 11, by deleting "and Guilford" and substituting "Guilford,
2 and Pamlico".

SIGNED
Committee Chair if Senate Committee Amendment

FAILEDADOPTED TABLED

il]il til lffi llil lil llillil llll lllil ll llllll llll llil llll llll lllll lil lll*H502-ABK-1a-v-1*
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1H
HOUSE BILL 328

Short Title: Same Reqs/Officials/Early Vote & Election Day. (Public)

I
2
J

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

11

t2
13

t4
l5
t6
I7
18

t9
20
2l
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29
30
3l
32

Sponsors: Representative Speciale.

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House

March 12,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT ENSURING THAT REQUIREMENTS FOR PRECINCT OFFICIALS ON

ELECTION DAY ARE THE SAME FOR EARLY ONE-STOP VOTING LOCATIONS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. G.S. 163,4.-1303(a) reads as rewritten:

"(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of G.S. 1634-1300, 1634-1301, 763A-1302'

this section, and G.S. 1634-1304, a county board of elections by unanimous vote of all its
members may provide for one or more sites in that county for absentee ballots to be applied for

and cast undei these sections. Every individual staffing any of those sites shall-Shall-l0lbe a

member or full-time employee of the county board of elections or an employee of the county

board of elections whom the board has given training equivalent to that given a full-time
ll

A-8
are not fo be residents ofa fic nrecinct. Those sites must be approved bY the State

Board as part of a Plan for Implementation approved by both the county board ofelections and

by the State Board which shall also provide adequate security of the ballots and provisions to

avoid allowing persons to vote who have already voted The Plan for Implementation shall

include a prov ision for the presence of political party observers at each one-stop site equivalent

to the provisions in G.S. 163A-821for party observers at voting places on election day. A countY

board of elections may propose in its Plan not to offer one-stop voting at the county board of
elections office;the State Board may approve that proposal in a Plan only if the Plan includes at

least one site reasonably proximate to the county board of elections office and the State Board

finds that the sites in the Plan as a whole provide adequate coverage ofthe county's electorate. If
a county board ofelections has considered a proposed Plan or Plans for Implementation and has

been unable to reach unanimity in favor of a Plan, a member or members of that county board of
elections may petition the State Board to adopt a plan for it. If petitioned, the State Board maY

also receive and consider alternative petitions from another member or members of that countY

board. The State Board may adopt a Plan for that county. The State Board, in that plan, shall take

into consideration factors including geographic, demographic, and parti san interests of that

county."
SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections

conducted on or after that date.

I ll]iltil lffi llll lll llll lil llill lil lil*H328-V-1*





HOUSE BILL 3282

Same Reqs/Officials/Early Vote & Election Day.

20 1 9-2 020 General Assembly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date:
re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

Apnl25,2019

Prepared by: Jessica Sammons
Staff Attorney

Introduced by: Rep. Speciale
Analysis of: First Edition

OVERWEII': House BiA 328 would require ull individaals staffing eatly "one-stop" voting sites to

meet the same qualilicutions and requirements as individuals appointed to seme as a precinct official
at a primary or general election.

CURRENT LAW: Generally, early voting is a term used to describe in-person absentee voting at "one-

stop" voting sites. Currently, any qualified voter of the State may vote by absentee ballot in a statewide

primary, general, or special election and any qualified voter of a county is authorized to vote by absentee

ballot in any primary or election conducted by the county board of elections (CBOE).

Absentee voting may take place at a "one-stop" voting site run by a county board of elections, either at

the county board's office or another site designated by the CBOE. Sites must be approved by the CBOE

and the State Board as part of the Plan for Implementation, which must include plans for providing

adequate security of the ballots and provisions to avoid allowing individuals to vote duplicate ballots.

Each individual staffing one of these sites must be one of the following:

employee.

"Precinct official" includes chief judges, judges, and assistants appointed by the CBOE to staff each

precinct. G.S. 1634-815. Precinct officials must comply with the following requirements:

for a candidate or political partY.

elections prior to each primary and general election.

,-.,/ KarenCochrane-Brown
' Director truuilililuil ilru ilil ililil[] ililliltlil ililruil ffi u] illl ililxl

Legislative Analysis
Division

9 I 9-733-2578



House Bill 328
Page 2

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill328 would require each individual staffing one of the "one-stop" voting
sites to meet the same qualifications and requirements as individuals serving as a precinct official at a
primary or general election. Individuals staffing these sites would not be required 1o be a resident of a
specific precinct.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law, and applies to elections conducted on or after that
date.

I

)
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House Bill328

AMENDMENT NO
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)H328-ABK-17 fv.1l

Amends Title [NO]
First Edition

Page I of 1

Date

1

2
a
J

4

5

moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 5, by deleting "G.S. 1634'-1303(a)" and substituting

"G.S. l634,-1303(a), as amended by S.L. 2018-144,";

and on page 1, line 6, by deleting "G.S. 1634'-1301,".

SIGNED
Sponsor

SIGNED
Committee Chair if Senate Committee Amendment

ADOPTED FAILED TABLED

ilililillililillililllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllillllllllllllllllllllll*H3?8-ABK-17-V-1*
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1H
HOUSE BTLL242

ShortTitle: DisplacedPrecinctOfficialsAlaturalDisaster. (Public)

I
2
J

4
5

6

7

8

9
l0
11

t2
l3
I4
l5
t6
l7
l8
t9
20
21
22

Sponsors Representative Speciale.

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House

March 4,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO ALLOW CERTAIN ELECTION OFFICIALS TO WORK ON ELECTION DAY

WHEN THOSE OFFICIALS WERE TINABLE TO COMPLETE THE REQUIRED
TRAINING DUE TO DISPLACEMENT RESULTING FROM A DECLARATION OF

DISASTER.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. G.S. 163A-822 reads as rewritten:

"$ 163A-822. Compensation of precinct officials and assistants.

The chairman of the county board of elections, along with the director of elections, shall

conduct an instructional meeting prior to each primary and general election which shall be

attended by each chiefjudge and judge of election, unless excused by the chairman, and such

precinct election officials shall be paid the sum of fifteen dollars ($15.00) for attending the

instructional meetings required by this section. When a precinct official required to attend the
has

l1

verified b), the county board of elections.

SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held

on or after that date.

I ll]il til tffi lllil lill llll lil llill lil lil*H242-V-1*
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HOUSE BILL 2422
Displaced Precinct Officials/Natural Disaster.

20 19-2020 General Assembly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: Apnl24,20t9
re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

Introduced by: Rep. Speciale Prepared by: Erika Churchill

Analysis of: First Edition Staff Afforney

OVERWEI(: House BiA 242 would allow precinct officials whofailed to attend required instructional
meetings prior to a primary or general election due to a declared emergency to be sble to work on

election day as a precinct official.

CURRENT LAW:
Meefinss for Elections Officials- - The chairman of the county board of elections, along

with the director of elections, are to conduct an instructional meeting prior to each primary and general

election. Each member of the county board of elections, each chiefjudge, and each judge of election,

unless excused by the chair of the county board, are to attend the instructional meetings. The precinct

election officials are to be paid the sum of $15.00 for attending the instructional meetings

(G.S. 163A-522); a member of the county board of elections is to be paid $25.00 for attending the

instructional meetings (G.S. 1 63A-7 66).

Declarations of Emergency. - A state of emergency may be declared by the Governor or by a resolution

of tne General Assembly, if either of these finds that an emergency exists. G.S. 163,4.-19.20. Governing

bodies of counties and cities are also authorized to declare a state of emergency, if either finds that an

emergency exists. G.S. 1634- 19.22. For this purpose, an "emergency" means "an occurrence or imminent

threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or

man-made accidental, military, paramilitary, terrorism, weather-related, public health, explosion-related,

riot-related cause, or technological failure or accident, including, but not limited to, a cyber incident, an

explosion, a transportation accident, a radiological accident, or a chemical or other hazardous material

incident." G.S. 1664-19.3(6).
The declaration of emergency is to include a definition of the area constituting the emergency area,

and remains in effect until it is rescinded or terminated by the authority that issued it. For a declaration of
emergency issued by the General Assembly or Governor, the Governor is to issue a disaster declaration

declaring the type of disaster that emergency is. The general types are a Type I disaster, Type II disaster,

and Type III disaster. G.S. 1664-19.21.

BILL ANALYSIS: The bill would require a that precinct official who resides in a county that has

received a disaster declaration pursuant to G.S. 166A-192I and was displaced as a result of the disaster

be allowed to work on election day, regardless of whether that precinct official affended the required

instructional meeting. To be allowed to work on election day, that precinct official would need to have

been previously trained and have experience working prior elections, as determined and verified by the

county board of elections.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law.

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director llililililllill ilru ru 

ilu lll|! il ffililllil lllil[lilll lil il] ilil uilil

Legislative Analysis
Division
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NORTH CAROLINA GENBRAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House Bill242

AMENDMENT NO
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)H242-AST-7 [v.1]

Amends Title [NO]
First Edition

Representative 5o uc,)e-
I

moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 16, by deleting "
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
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HOUSE BILL 369

Short Title: Election Observer Bill of Rights (Public)
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Sponsors: Representative Speciale.

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the

House

March 18,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR ELECTION OBSERVERS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. G.S. l634-821(c) reads as rewritten:

"(c) An observer shall do no electioneering at the voting place, and shall in no manner

impede the voting process or interfere or communicate with or observe any voter in casting a

ballot,but,subjecttotheseechiefjudgeandjudgesofelections
shall permit the observer to make such observation and take such notes as the observer may

desire. Election observers shall have the explicit right to:
(]) Begin observation duties from the time the judge enters the polling location

until all ballot containers are officially sealed and the voting enclosure is

secured for the da]'.

Q Hear the name and address of each voter when the voter first announces the

voter's name at the initial check-in table and ask any election official to repeat

the name or address of the voter if the observer was unable to hear the voter's

name or address when it was initially announced.
(3) Observe curbside voting and hear the name or address of the voter as it is

announced and to ask an)' election official to repeat the name or address of the

voter if the observer is unable to hear the voter's name or address when

initially announced.
(D Traverse freel)' between the curbside voting area and the voting enclosure

throughout the curbside voting process.

(l) Observe curbside voting at such a distance as to enable the observer to hear

any instruction or verbal communication between the election assistant and

the curbside voter. However. the election observer shall not stand within five
feet of the curbside voter's vehicle.

(| Keep in view anlr and all ballot boxes until after the ballot boxes are sealed at

the end of the day.

Q Onllr be expelled b)' a chiefjudge for cause. in writing. The written notice of
expulsion shall be signed b), the chiefjudge and at least one otherjudge
assigned to that precinct before the expulsion notice may be lawfully served

on the observer."
SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to observations

for elections held on or after that date.

I til]t ril lffi llll lll lllllil llilllil lil*H369-V-',! *





HOUSE BILL 369:
Election Observer Bilt of Rights.

2 0 1 9-202 0 General Assemhly

Committee:

Introduced by:
Analysis oft

House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: Apnl24,20l9
re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House
Rep. Speciale Prepared by: Erika Chrnchill

First Edition Staff AttorneY

OVERWEII/: House Bitt 369 would establish certain statutory righ* for observers of elections,

effective when it becomes law.

CURRENT LAW: The chair of each political party in each county has the right to designate 2 observers

to attend each voting place at each primary and election. The chair of each political party in the county

also has the right to designate 10 additional at-large observers who are residents of that county who may

attend any voting place in that county, by providing a list to the county director of elections. This right
does not extend to a political party during a primary unless that party is participating in that primary. In

any election in which an unaffiliated candidate is on the ballot, the candidate or the candidate's campaign

manager has the right to appoint 2 observers for each voting place'

Individuals appointed as observers must be a registered voter of the county and have good moral

character. No candidate on the ballot in a primary or election may serve as an observer.

The chair of the county board of elections, or the chiefjudge and judges for each affected precinct,

may for good cause reject any observer and require that another be appointed. Observers may be appointed

at early voting one-stop sites, and at-large observers may serve at any early voting one-stop site. Not more

than 2 observers from the same politi cal pnty are permitted in the voting enclosure at any time, except

that 1 of the at-large observers from each party may also be in the voting enclosure.

Observers may not do any of the following:
o Electioneering at the voting place
. Impede the voting process
o Interfere or communicate with or observe any voter in casting a ballot.

The chiefjudge and judges of elections are required to permit the observer to make such observation

and take such notes as the observer may desire.

Whether or not the observer attends to the polls for at least four hours, observers are entitled to obtain

a list of the persons who have voted in the precinct that election day. This is to occur at times specified by
the State Board, but not less than 3 times each election day with the spacing not less than I hour apart.

Runners may also be sent by the county party chair for this pu{pose, even if an observer has not been

appointed for that precinct. G.S. 1634-821.

'' Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director tilruiluiluil ililu llil lru 
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House BiIl 369
Page 2

BILL ANALYSIS: The bill would establish specified rights of each observer, allowing each observer to

ballot containers are officially sealed and the voting enclosure is secured for the day.

name at the initial check-in table. The observer may ask any election official to repeat
the name or address of the voter if the observer was unable to hear the voter's name or
address when it was initially announced. This also applies to curbside voting.

the curbside voting process.

instruction or verbal communication between the election assistant and the curbside
voter. However, the observer is not permitted to stand within 5 feet of the curbside
voter's vehicle.

day.
The bill would also speciff that an observer county only be expelled for cause, in writing. The written

notice of expulsion would need to be signed by the chief judge and at least one other judge assigned to
that precinct.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law and applies to observations for elections held on
or after that date.
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Updated #I: Added 58138 & 58139

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION

20t9-2020 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE: Wednesday, June 5,2019
TIME: 1:00 PM
LOCATION: 1228/1327 LB
COMMENTS: Newly appointed Board of Elections Director Brinson Bell will be in attendance
to answer questions from the House Elections and Ethics Committee.

Representative Destin Hall will preside.

The following bills will be considered:

BILL NO.
SB 138

SB I39

SHORT TITLE
Even-Yr Municipal Elections/Town of
Black Mtn.
Even-Yr. Municipal Elections/Town of
Montreat.

SPONSOR
Senator Edwards

Senator Edwards

Respectfully,

Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 10:57 AM on
Thursday, November 14, 2019.

_ Principal Clerk

_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber

David L. Cobb (Committee Assistant)





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesdayo June 512019 at 1:00 PM

Room 122811327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at 1:00 PM on June 5,2019 in Room

122811327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Hall, Grange, Warren, Adams, Ball,
Batch, Blackwell, Brockman, Dahle, Davis, Faircloth, Fisher, Floyd, Hanig, Hardister, Harrison,
Holley, Jackson, Riddell, Russell, Speciale, Szoka, and Willingham
Attended.

Representative Destin Hall, Chair, presided. Representative Destin Hall, Chair, presided in the

stead of Representative Hall. Representative Grange called the meeting to order and introduced

the Pages, and Sgt. At Arms

The following bills were considered:
SB 138 Even-Yr Municipal Elections/Town of Black Mtn. (Senator Edwards)
SB 139 Even-Yr. Municipal Elections/Town of Montreat. (Senator Edwards)

Representative Hall announced that there were two bills on the committee agenda and the

announced that the committee would be hearing a presentation from the new director of the

North Carolina Board of Elections Karen Brinson Bell. Representative Hall announced that
SB138 and SB139 would be combined for the purposes of debate and the final vote.

Representative Hall recognized Representative Ager to introduce the bills. Representative

Warren was recognized for a motion. Representative Warren motioned that SB138 and SB139
receive a favorable report with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and

Operations of the House. The motion caried and SB138 and SB139 received a favorable report

with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

Representative Hall announced that NCSBE Director Karen Brinson Bell would be coming to
present to the committee. NCSBE Director Bell made a presentation to the committee and

answered the questions that the committee members directed to her.

Upon the conclusion of NCSBE Director Bell's presentation, Representative Hall thanked her for
her attendance.

With no further business remaining,-Representative Hall adjourned the committee meeting at
1:43PM.

Representative Destin Hall, Chair
Presiding

Cobb, Committee





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesdayo June 5r2019r 1:00 PM

L228 / t327 Legislative Buildin g

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills

BILL NO.
SB I38

SB 139

SHORT TITLE
Even-Yr Municipal Elections/Town of
Black Mtn.
Even-Yr. Municipal Elections/Town of
Montreat.

SPONSOR
Senator Edwards

Senator Edwards

Presentations
Newly appointed Board of Elections Director Brinson Bell will be in attendance
to answer questions from the House Elections and Ethics Committee.

Other Business

Adjournment





NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair

Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE AND RE-REFERRED

sB 138 (CS#l)

sB 13e (CS#l)

Even-Yr Municipal Elections/Town of Black Mtn.
Draft Number: None

Even-Yr. Municipal Elections/Town of Montreat.
Draft Number: None

None
No
Ager

None

Recommended Referral
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

Recommended Referral
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

No
Ager
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TOTAL REPORTED:2
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SESSION 2019

SENATE BILL 138
Redistricting and Elections Committee Substitute Adopted 5/21/19

Short Title: Even-Yr Municipal Elections/Town of Black Mtn.
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February 27,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE TOWNS OF

BLACK MOLINTAIN, BILTMORE FOREST, AND RONDA SHALL BE HELD IN
EVEN.NUMBERED YEARS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1.(a) Section 4 of the Charter of the Town of Black Mountain, being

Chapter 747 of the 1951 Session Laws, as amended by Section 2 of Chapter 1034 of the 1969

Session Laws, and Town Ordinance 0-99-14 passed on August 9, L999, reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 4. Creation, Salary and Composition of Mayor and Board of Aldermen. Except as

otherwise provided in this charter all powers of the town shall be vested in a board of Aldermen
of 5 members and a mayor nominated and elected from the town at large in the manner hereinafter
provided. The mayor and the board of aldermen shall be elected to serve four-year staggered

terms and until their successors are elected and

aldermen shall be elected to serve four-)rear terms. In 2022. and quadrennially thereafter. the
mayor and two aldermen shall be elected to serve four-year terms. If a vacancy occurs in the
office of mayor or alderman, it shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by the

remaining members of the board of aldermen. Each member of the board of aldermen shall
receive a salary the amount of which shall be prescribed by ordinance. Providedo however, that
the present mayor and members of the board of aldermen shall continue to receive the same

salary until the same is changed as herein outlined. No ordinance fixing or changing the salary
of members of the board of aldermen shall become effective during the current term of office of
the members of the board of aldermen enacting such ordinance. Members of the board of
aldermen shall be qualified electors of the town. A member of the board of Aldermen ceasing to
poSSeSSanyofthequalificationsspecifiedinthis
section shal I immediately forfe it hi+'offi ce. "

SECTION 1.(b) Section 12 of the Charter of the Town of Black Mountain, being
Chapter 747 of the 1951 Session Laws, reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 12. Municipal Elections. +heln2Q2QJhe_regular election for the choice of mayor and

members of the board of Aldermen shall be held on Tuesday following the first Monday in N4ay

on a nonpartisan basis and the results determined using the nonpartisan plurality method as

tn S 1 63A-1 61 6. Notwithstand G.S. 16

Elections shall set the time period for candidates seeking municipal office to file notices of
candidac), and shall notif.y the Town of the time period to file such notices of candidacy. The

I llilil u iltil tffi ilt ilil ]il ililt illl ril*s138-v-2*
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General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2019

board of Alderman may by resolution order a special election, fix the time for holding the same,

and provide all means for holding such special election."
SECTION 1.(c) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Black

Mountain in20l9. The terms of the three members of the Board of Aldermen elected in 2015 are

extended until2020, and the mayor and the two members of the Board of Aldermen elected in
2017 are extended until 2022. Regular municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of
Black Mountain in2020.

SECTION 2.(a) Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of Biltmore Forest, being

Chapter 32 of the Session Laws of 1923, as amended by Town Ordinance adopted on June 2 I ,

201 1, reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 3.

trventy-three, end t*ntil their streeesser+re eleeted and qtralified; te rvit: Junius G, Adams;

rnaver; and ehsrles E he

officers of the Town of Biltmore Forest shall consist of amayor and three commissioners who
shall serve four-vear terms. In 2020. and lv thereafter. the mavor and three

tt

SECTION 2.(b) Section 7 of the Charter of the Town of Biltmore Forest, being

Chapter 32 of the Session Laws of 1923, as amended by Town Ordinance adopted on June 21,

2011, reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 7. +ha*In 2020. and quadre an election shall be held in sai#tewn-en

the first lt{enday in May; nineteen hundred and twenty three; and quadrenniall}'thereafter the

purpose of electing a mayor and three eesmissienerh+hieh++i#commissioners. The election
shall be conducted
on a nonpartisan basis and the results determined using the nonpartisan plurality method as

provided in G.S. 1634-1616. Notwithstanding G.S. l634'-1620" the Buncombe County Board of
Elections shall set the time period for candidates seeking municipal office to file notices of
^^^AiA^^,, ^^A shall -^+if.' +h^ -|.^."- 

^f +L- *^ .^^-:^l +^ {?l^ ^,,^L ^^+i^^- ^f ^^-,"1:,{^^.' tr

SECTION 2.(c) No regular municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of
Biltmore Forest in2019. The mayor and three commissioners whose terms expire in 2019 and

are extended until 2020. Regular municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Biltmore
Forest in2020.

SECTION 3.(a) Section I of Chapter 810 of the Session Laws of 1961 reads as

rewritten:
"Section l.AltBeeinning in 2020. lections shall be held in the Town of

Ronda in Wilkes County
regutetiens set fofth
Tuesda), following the first Monday in November in each even-numbered year in accordance
with the uniform municipal election laws of the State. Elections are conducted on a nonpartisan
basis and the results determined using the nonpartisan pluralitv method as provided in
G.S. l634-1616. Notwithstanding G.S. 163,{-1620. the Wilkes County Board of Elections shall
set the time period for candidates seeking municipal office to file notices of candidacy and shall
notif.v the Town of the time period to file such notices of candidacy. Officers for the Town shall
consist of a mayor and five commissioners. The ma)'or shall serve for a term of four vears" exceot
that the mayor whose term expires in 2019 shall continue to serve until 2020. In 2020. and

the shall be elected for a
the mavor's successor is elected and oualified. The two commissioners whose terms exnire in
2019 shall continue to serve until2020. In 2020. and quadrennially thereafter" as their terms of
office expire. two commissioners shall be elected to fill the expired seats and shall serve four-year
terms. The three commissioners whose terms expire in 2021 shall continue to serve until 2022.

Page2 Senate Bill 138-Second Edition
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I In 2022. and quadrennially thereafter. as their terms of office expire" three commissioners shall

2 be elected to fill the expired seats and shall serve four-year terms. Commissioners shall serve

3 until their successors are elected and qualified."
4 SECTION 3.(b) No regular municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of
5 Ronda in2019. Regular municipal elections shall next occur in the Town in2020.
6 SECTION 4. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held

7 on or after that date.

Senate Bill 138-Second Edition Page 3





SENATE BILL 138:
Even-Yr Municipal Elections/Town of Black
Mtn.

2 0 1 9-202 0 General Assembly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: June 5,2019
re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

Introduced by: Sen. Edwards Prepared by: Jessica Sammons
Analysis of: Second Edition Staff Attorney

OYERWEW: Senate Bill 138 woald change the regular municipal election cyclefrom odd-numbered
years to even-numbered years for the Towns of Black Mountain, Biltmore Forest, and Ronda,
extending the terms of the cutent town officers one year to implement the new election schedule, and
would require the county board of elections to set theJiling periodfor notices of candidacy.

CURRENT LAW: Generally, municipal elections are held in odd-numbered years. G.S. 1634-1585.
The Towns of Black Mountain, Biltmore Forest, and Ronda all conduct municipal elections in odd-
numbered years, held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November. Elections for all three towns
are conducted on a nonpartisan basis and the results are determined using the plurality method in G.S.
163A-1616. Newly elected officers take office on the first Monday in December following the election.

The following chart summarizes the current town officers and their terms of office in the Towns of Black
Mountain, Biltmore Forest, and Ronda:

Town Officers Terms of Officers Current Terms of Officers

Black Mountain
(Buncombe Co.)

Mayor
Board of Aldermen

(5 members)

Mayor: Four years
Aldermen: Four
years, staggered

Mayor: Term expires in 2021
Aldermen: Term for 3

members expire in 2019; term
for 2 members expire in202l

Biltmore Forest
(Buncombe Co.)

Mayor
Board of Town

Commissioners
(3 members)

Mayor: Four years
Commissioners:
Four years, non-
staggered

Mayor: Term expires in 2019
Commissioners: Terms expire
in2019

Ronda
(Wilkes Co.)

Mayor
Board of Town

Commissioners
(5 members)

Mayor: Four years
Commissioners:
Four years,
staggered

Mayor: Term expires in 2019
Commissioners: Term for 2
members expire in 2019; term
for 3 members expire in2021

BILL ANALYSIS: Senate Bill 138 would amend the charters forthe Towns of BlackMountain, Biltmore
Forest, and Ronda to require that regular municipal elections be held on the Tuesday following the first
Monday in November in even-numbered years, beginning in2020.

Legislative Analysis
Division

919-733-2578

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director til til iltil tffi til ilililt til til iltil ] ilii ]i ti ltii tf ti tf ii ti ii] tis138-sMBK-69 E2 -V-1





Senate BiIt 138
Page 2

To implement this change, municipal elections would not be conducted in the towns in 2019, and the terms

of current town officers would be extended one year. The next municipal elections in these towns would
be held in2020, and every four years thereafter.

In the Towns of Black Mountain and Biltmore Forest, the Buncombe County Board of Elections would
be required to set the time period for candidates seeking office to file notices of candidacy. In the Town

of Ronda, the Wilkes County Board of Elections would be required to set the time period for candidates

seeking office to file notices of candidacy.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held on or after that date.

BACKGROUND: Regular municipal elections in most municipalities are held in odd-numbered years.

The following municipalities hold regular municipal elections in even-numbered years:

. Albemarle, Badin, Locust, Misenheimer, New London, Norwood, Oakboro, Red Cross,

Richfield, Stanfield (all municipalities in Stanly County) (S.L. 2015-253)
o Archdale (Randolph, Guilfurd Counties) (S.L. 2007-41)
. Asheville (Buncombe County) (S.L. 2018-123)
. Dobson (Surry County) (5.L.2012-47)
o Elkin (Surry, Wilkes Counties) (S.L. 2014-35)
. Jonesville, Boonville, East Bend (Yadkin County) (S.L. 2017-56)
. Lincolnton (Lincoln County) (5.L.2017-62)
r Pilot Mountain (Surry County) (5.L.2012-47)
1 Tro], Star (Montgomery County) (5.L.2017-12)
r Winston-Salem (Forsyth County) (S.L. 2011-141)
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SENATE BILL 139
Redistricting and Elections Committee Substitute Adopted 5/21/19

Short Title: Even-Yr. Municipal Elections/Town of Montreat
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February 27,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE TOWN OF

MONTREAT SHALL BE HELD IN EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1.(a) Article II of the Charter of the Town of Montreat, being Chapter
295 of the 1985 Session Lawso as amended by Chapter 38 of the 1998 Session Laws, Town
Ordinance adopted on July 15, 1985, and Town Ordinance 13-04-0001 adopted on April 11,

2013, reads as rewritten:
''ARTICLE II. MAYOR AND BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS.

"Sec. 2.2. Board of Commissioners; Composition; Terms of Office. The Board shall be

composed of five members elected for four-year staggered terms and until their successors are

elected and qualified. In 2020. and quadrenniallv thereafter. two commissioners shall be elected
to serve four-year terms. In 2022. and quadrennially thereafter. three commissioners shall be

elected to serve four-year terms.
"Sec. 2.3. Mayor; Term of Office; Duties. The Mayor shall be elected by all the qualified

voters of the Town; shall be the official head of the Town government and preside at meetings
of the Board; shall have the right to vote on all matters before the Board, but shall have no right
to break a tie vote in which he participated; and shall exercise the powers and duties conferred
by law. In 2020. and quadrenniall), thereafter" the Mayor shall be elected to serve a four-year
term.

il

SECTION 1.(b) Article III of the Charter of the Town of Montreat, being Chapter
295 of the 1985 Session Lawso reads as rewritten:

''ARTICLE III. ELECTIONS.
"Sec. 3.1. Regular Municipal Elections. R€gu+aFIn 2020-regular municipal elections shall be

held in the Town on Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each even-numbered year
in accordance with the uniform municipal election laws of North Carolina. The Commissioners
shall be elected by the voters ofthe Town on an at large basis, by the nonpartisan plurality method
of
Buncombe Count)'Board of Elections shall set the time oeriod for candidates seeking municipal
office to file notices of candidacy and shall notify the Town of the time period to file such notices
of candidac)r.

n

ir
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+his€,ha*te*

SECTION 2. No municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Montreat in
2019. The Mayor and two commissioners whose terms expire in2019 are extended until 2020,
and the three commissioners whose terms expire in 202I are extended until 2022. Regulat
municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Montreat in2020,

SECTION 3. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held

on or after that date.
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SENATE BILL 139:
Even-Yr. Municipal Elections/Town of Montreat.

2019-2020 General Assembly

Committee:

Introduced try:
Analysis of:

House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: June 5, 2019
re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House
Sen. Edwards Prepared by: Jessica Sammons
Second Edition Staff Attorney

OVERWEW: Senate Bill 139 would change the regular municipal election cyclefrom odd-numbered
years to even-numbered years for the Town of Montreat, extending the terms of the current town
officers one year to implement the new election schedule, and woald require the Buncombe County
Board of Elections to set the filing period for notices of candidacy.

CURRENT LAW: Generally, municipal elections are held in odd-numbered years. G.S. 1634'-1585. In
the Town of Montreat, officers consist of a mayor and five commissioners serving four-year staggered
terms. Elections are held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November in odd-numbered years.

Elections are conducted on a nonpartisan basis and the results are determined using the plurality method
in G.S. 163A-1616. Newly elected officers take office on the first Monday in December following the
election.

Currently, the mayor and two commissioners'terms expire in2019, and three commissioners'terms expire
in202l.

BILL ANALYSIS: Senate Bill 139 would amend the Charter of the Town of Montreat to require regular
municipal elections to be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November in even-numbered
years. The Buncombe County Board of Elections would be required to set the time period for candidates
seeking office to file notices of candidacy.

To implement this change, municipal elections would not be conducted in 2019 and the next municipal
election would be held in2020. The current mayor and commissioners whose terms would expire in20l9
would serve until 2020, and stand for election for a four-year term. The current commissioners whose
terms would expire in202l would serve until 2022, and stand for election for a four-year term. The mayor
and commissioners would be elected every four years thereafter.

EFFECTM DATE: Effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held on or after that date

BACKGROUND: Regular municipal elections in most municipalities are held in odd-numbered years.
The following municipalities hold regular municipal elections in even-numbered years:

o Albemarle, Badin, Locust, Misenheimer, New London, Norwood, Oakboro, Red Cross,
Richfield, Stanfield (all municipalities in Stanly County) (S.L. 2015-253)

o Archdale (Randolph, Guilford Counties) (S.L. 2007-41)
Legislative Analysis

Division
9 t 9-73 3-2578

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director lu llliluiluil []u llil ltililfi] uruiluil lltruilull lil ilil illl uilll
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')
. Asheville (Buncombe County) (S.L. 2018-123)
. Dobson (Surry County) (5.L.2012-47)
o Elkin (Suty, Wilkes Counties) (S.L. 2014-35)
. Jonesville, Boonville, East Bend (Yadkin County) (S.L. 2017-56)
. Lincolnton (Lincoln County) (5.L.2017-62)
o Pilot Mountain (Surry County) (5.L.2012-47)
a Trolo Star (Montgomery County) (5.L.2017-I2)
o Winston-Salem (Forsyth County) (S.L. 201 l-l4l)
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NORTl{ CAIOLINA
STA?E BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 27255,
Raleigh, NC 27611

(grg) ara'ozoo or
@6d b2z-4728

Fax.@Lg) 715-0135

Remarks of Executive Director Karen Brinson Bell
to the House Elections and Ethics Law Committee

June 5,2019

Good afternoon Co-Chairs Hall and Grange and representatives. Thank you for the invitation to
come before you today to introduce myself and share some of the key areas of focus currently for
the State Board of Elections.

I am honored to have been appointed State Elections Director. The importance and responsibility
of public service has been instilled in me literally from the time I was bom since my father was

mayor of Kenansville at that time. He went on to serve as town manager for many years and for
more than 24 yearc, he worked tirelessly as economic development director for Duplin County.

While I did not follow his footsteps into economic development, I did follow his example and

answered the call of public service. I come before you today as the first executive director of the

State Board of Elections to have worked at both the state agency and as a county elections
director. Uniquely, I know firsthand the charge given to all 100 county elections directors from
Dare County to Cherokee County.

1n2006,I was hired at the State Board of Elections for a regional position to assist with the roll
out of new voting equipment. My region was the 12 westem most counties ofNorth Carolina,
including one of our stateos largest counties, Buncombe, and one of the smallest, Graham. In four
months, the voting systems team, which I was a part of, implemented and readied the state for
the 2006 May primary. This included acceptance testing, staff training, poll worker training, new
logic and accuracy testing procedures, Help America Vote Act (HAVA) complianceo and more.
We rose to the challenge then, and that prepared me to rise to the challenge now. My role
expanded over the five years I worked in this position. I ensured National Voter Registration Act
(NVRA) compliance with public agencies. I conducted audits and wellness checks for both
preparedness and uniformity measures. I supported county staff in emergency situations and in
the absences ofcounty directors. I presented at l4 state conferences, including providing
instruction for core courses for the state certification program. I led special projects and pilot
programs, including the use of instant runoff voting by the city of Hendersonville in2007 and
2009 as a cost saving measure to combine two elections into just one. I was also part of the
statewide implementation committee when North Carolina implemented instant runoff voting in
just 86 days because of a Court of Appeals vacancy in 20 I 0. It was also in this time period that I
jointly led the development of the agency's online Election Resource Center, a repository of
tools and documents for county election offices still in use today. This diverse and robust
position prepared me for the role of Transylvania County elections director beginning in 201 1 . I
proudly served Transylvania County for four years and made considerable strides to improve
processes and the overall service to the voters. I'reorganized the office staff, which saved the
taxpayers approximately $24,000 per year. We relocated polling places from private facilities to





public facilities by partnering with our fellow county agencies, fire and resque, and local law
enforcement for space. We also addressed the need for precinct consolidation, something many

counties are challenged with due to limited facilities, the need for accessible voting sites, and

difficulties in securing sufficient numbers of precinct officials. We redesigned our chain of
custody procedures, precinct management and training materials, and supply distribution.
Additionally, I served on the certification panel which recommended the use of the DS200

voting equipment and a committee charged with developing the requirements for the
modernization of our SEIMS system. I could fuither enumerate the tasks and roles that the work
entailed, but the key takeaway is that I stand before you today with more hands-on experience in
the conduct ofelections than any predecessoro and I'm ready to bring that experience to this
position.

You now know the set of goggles I wear as I work with the very talented and capable staff at the

State Board and in the 100 counties. We have much to address to be prepared for any and all
elections. Here are the things at the forefront:

o Voting Systems Certification
o The staff and I are preparing to present a recommendation to the State Board next

week to certify additional voting systems for our state.

o The counties need this to comply with ADA compliant voting equipment and to
address the statute which decertifies current direct record equipment.

o *"'1""t*'l{i,i,=?'illJilt"#H::i#;re 
decertincation orthe ivotronics to ensure

counties have ample time for implementation and because of the
advancement of new VVSG and EAC standards for voting systems.

. Additionally, I would ask you to amend 163-165.9 to allow counties to
either test new voting equipment in a precinct for a new election OR to
conduct a simulated election to meet this requirement.

o Voter ID implementation

"-i':"}*iif*,#i;h{::{#dH#;:J:";;:"'a"n
voterlD.ncsbe.gov are live.
Posters for each voting site and flyers have been distributed to the
counties.
Two seminars in each county have been set and are under way, with more
than 80 scheduled for August alone.
And steps are in place to ensure the two mailings in2019 and2020 take
place.

. Municipal Elections
o Counties will begin filing candidates for municipal elections in July with

Charlotte and Sanford set to conduct primaries in September, approximately 24
other municipal elections in October, before all others are conducted in
November.

o The time frame of these elections creates an overlap in canvass dates because of
the changes in the one-stop period. In2017, the legislature allowed the executive
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director to reduce the canvass period, but that was only for 2017. A change is

necessary to avoid the situation in 2019 where the municipal canvass happens

after the start of early voting for the next election.

Special Elections
o Three special elections are scheduled.

' July 9:2nd primary for Congressional District 3

' July 23:Lumberton Ward 2
. September 10: General Election for Congressional Districts 3 and 9

Congressional District 9

o The State Board unanimously called for a new election.
o The case is now with the prosecutors and our investigations team is assisting.

o Administrative steps are under way to remedy issues in election administration.
o We appreciate the changes made based upon the recommendations to the Joint

Elections Committee in March. We appreciate further legislative action identified
in the CD9 investigation.

Uniform Procedures and proactive measures
o CD9 highlights the necessity for exemplary election administration.
o Processes and procedures must be uniform in every way possible throughout our

state.

o Analogy: Our role is a corporation with franchises. Deliver the same service.
o The Board has charged me, the state staff, and in many respects, the counties, to

put emphasis now and going forward on election administration practices to
ensure uniformity and to be proactive in procedures and processes to reduce or
eliminate the need for investigation.

Cybersecurity
o We are working with the state's chief risk officer to hire a chief information

security officer, or CISO, for our agency.
o Other steps are being taken through a Cyber Advisory Panel and in partnership

with the Department of Homeland Security and other state and federal agencies.

Campaign Finance Software and Reporting Modernization
o This project is in the design phase.

o One piece of legislation related to Campaign Finance is H700. A section of this
bill would require the State Board to house on a website copies of digital
communications and disclosure information submitted by those making a

qualified digital communication.
. We ask that a fiscal note be attached to this bill, since digital media

requires considerable storageo software development for the website and

submission process, and also the need to address any virus or malware
issues that might occur.

Support to the Counties
o A primary responsibility of the State Board is to support the counties in their

conduct of elections. They are on the frontline.
o We try to be mindful of our rules and procedures and the demands they may place

on county staffand budgets.





o Changes in voting equipment and the expansion of the size of county boards

create budgetary concerns that the counties will need to address. Please give

consideration as to how the lbgislature may lessen this burden.

Thank you for the time you have provided me. Thank you also for your service to the people of
North Carolina. And thank you for the commitment you share with the state board members, the

agency staff, the county board members and staff, and me to ensure North Carolina has fair
elections and provides the best voting experience possible for the voters we all serve.
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Updated #2tHB 700 Added.

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION

2019-2020 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows

DAY & DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:
COMMENTS:

Wednesday, June 19, 2019
1:00 PM
122811327 LB
Rep. Grange will preside.

The following bills will be considered

BILL NO.
IB 477

SB 220

SHORT TITLE
Four-Year Terms/Town of Bethel.
Removal of Political Signs by Citizens

Surry Co./Mt. Airy/Elkin City/Bd. Ed
Partisan.
Digital Campaign Finance Disclosure
Changes.

SPONSOR
Representative K. Smith
Senator D. Davis
Senator Tillman
Senator Hise
Senator Berger
Senator Ballard
Representative Grange
Representative Harrison
Representative Lewis
Representative Hawkins

SB 674

HB 7OO

Respectfully,

Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 10:26 AM on

Wednesdayo November 13, 2019.

_ Principal Clerk

_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber

Joanna K. Almquist (Committee Assistant)





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesday, June l9r20l9 at 1:00 PM

Room 122811327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at 1:00 PM on June 19,2019 in Room

122811327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Hall, Grange, Warren, Adams, Ball,

Batch, Blackwell, Brockman, Dahle, Davis, Faircloth, Fisher, Floyd, Hanig, Hardister, Harrison,

McNiell, Riddell, Russell, Speciale, Willingham, Bel|, and Lewis attended.

Representative Holly Grange, Chair, presided.

The following bills were considered

HB 477 Four-Year Terms/Town of Bethel. (Representative K. Smith)

SB 220 Removal of Political Signs by Citizens. (Senators D. Davis, Tillman, Hise)

SB 674 Surry Co./lMt. Airy/Elkin City/Bd. Ed Partisan. (Senators Berger, Ballard)

HB 700 Digital Campaign Finance Disclosure Changes. (Representatives Grange, Harrison,
Lewis, Hawkins)

Rep. Grange stated that SB 674 would be heard first. Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Hall to put

forth an amendment on the bill (See Attachment 1). The amendment passed without discussion.

Rep. Grange recognized Sen. Ballard to present the bill. Reps. Russell, Fisher, and McNeill asked

questions about the bill. Sen. Ballard responded. Rep. Warren was recognized to make a motion
that the bill receive a favorable report to the PCS, unfavorable to the original bill. A show of hands

was requested. The bill passed 10-8.

Rep. Grange recognized Rep. K. Smith to present the PCS for HB 477. Rep. K. Smith presented

the PCS. There was no questions or comments. The PCS passed.

Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Floyd to present his amendment (See attachment 2) for SB 220.

After much discussion on the amendment, it was tabled. Sen. D. Davis was recognizedto present

SB 220. Questions were asked by Reps. Floyd, Warren, Speciale, Ball, Adams, and Hanig. Sen.

D. Davis responded. A motion was put forth by Rep. Warren for the bill to receive a favorable
report. The bill passed.

Rep. Hall recognized Rep. Grange to present HB 700. Rep. Grange stated that HB 700 is only up
for discussion and will not be voted on. Questions and comments were put forth by members about



.,1:
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1 the bill. Melissa Kromm of NC Voters for Clean Elections was recognizedto speak in support of
the bill.

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM.

VE J K. Almquist, Committee Clerk

(
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House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesday, June l9r20l9r L:00 PM

1228 I 1327 Legislative Building

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills

BILL NO.
HB 477
SB 220

SHORT TITLE
Four-Year Terms/Town of Bethel.
Removal of Political Signs by Citizens.

SPONSOR
Representative K. Smith
Senator D. Davis
Senator Tillman
Senator Hise
Senator Berger
Senator Ballard
Representative Grange
Representative Harrison
Representative Lewis
Representative Hawkins

SB 674

HB 7OO

Adjournment

Suny Co./Mt. Airy/Elkin City/Bd. Ed
Partisan.
Digital Campaign Finance Disclosure
Changes.

J
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall' Co-Chair

FAVORABLE AND RE-REFERRED

sB 220 (CS#l) Removal of Political Signs by Citizens.
Draft Number: None

FAVORABLE COM SUB , UNFAVORABLE ORIGINAL BILL AND RE-REFERRED

HB 477 Four-Year Terms/Town of Bethel.
Draft Number: H477-PCS10667-BK-4

Recommended Refenal:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

Recommended Referral:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

Recommended Referral:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
Floyd

None
No
K. Smith

None
No
K. Hall

FAVORABLE HOUSE COM SUB, UNFAVORABLE ORIGINAL BILL AND RE-REFDRRED

SB 674 Surry Co./Mt. Airy/Elkin CitylBd. Ed Partisan.
Draft Number: S674-PCS35297-TC-36

TOTAL REPORTED:3

I ll]il ililil ilillililll lil lll ilil ill llill lill lill*cMR600-V-',1 *





GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

H
HOUSE BILL 477

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE H47 7 -CSBK-a [v.31
04110/2019 03:19:35 PM

Short Title: Four-Year Terms/Town of Bethel.

D

(Local)

Sponsors:

Referred to

1

2
aJ

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

l2
13

14

15

I6
T7

March 28,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT EXTENDING THE TERMS OF OFFICE FROM TWO TO FOUR YEARS FOR

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE TOWN OF BETHEL BEGINNING IN 2021.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Sections 3 and 4 of the Charter of the Town of Bethel, being Chapter

20 of the Private Laws of 1873-1874, as amended by Chapter 97 of the Private Laws of 1927,

and Chapter 609 of the 1953 Session Laws reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 2. The Charter of the Town of Bethel is amended so as to provide that the officers of

@shall consist of a mayor and five
Beginning in 2021" regular municipal elections shall be held in the Town every four years and

shall be conducted in accordance with the general laws governing municipal elections. In 2021.

and quadrenniallv thereafter. a mayor and five commissioners shall @for
terms of @ each an#ghallservq until
duly elected and qualifisd. On the first I\4enday in May; 1953; and biennially thereafter; there

s&kl{g'g*tt
SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.

I Iilil til ]ril llil lill llilil llilil lil lllil ll lllil lil lil
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HOUSE BILL 4772

Four-Year Terms/Town of Bethel.

20 1 9-2020 General AssemblY

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: June 19,2019

re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

Introduced by: Rep. K. Smith Prepared by: Jessica Sammons

Analysis ofi PCS to First Edition Staff Attorney

H477-CSBK- 

OWRWEW: The proposed committee substitutefor House Bill477 would extend the Town of Bethel's

term of ofJice for mayor and commissioners from two-year terms to four-year terms, beginning in 2021.

[As introduced, this bill was identical to 5198, as introduced by Sen. D. Davis, which is currently in

Senate Rules and Operations of the Senate.]

CURRENT LAW: The Charter of the Town of Bethel provides that officers for the Town consist of a

mayor and five commissioners, elected at-large for two-year terms.

Municipal elections in the Town are conducted in odd-numbered years on a nonpartisan basis, and the

results are determined using the plurality method in G.S. 163A-1616. Election for mayor and

commissioners are held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November. G'S. 163A-1585. Terms of
office for both the mayor and commissioners begin on the first Monday in December following their

election.

BILL ANALYSIS: The proposed committee substitute to House Bill477 would amend the Charter of
the Town of Bethel to extend the term of office for the mayor and commissioners from two years to four

years, effective with the 202I election. Municipal elections in the Town would be held every four years.

EFFECTM DATE: Effective when it becomes law'

BACKGROUND: The Town of Bethel is located in Pitt County, and has a population of 1,577

-,) KarenCochrane-Brown
Director -H-4-ii -snBR-26 csBK-4 -v-2

Legislative Analysis
Division

9t 9-7 3 3-2578
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2019

SENATE BILLZ?O
Transportation Committee Substitute Adop ted 3 127 I 19

Third Edition Engrossed 4l2ll9

Short Title: Removal of Political Signs by Citizens. (Public)

Sponsors

Referred to

1

2
aJ

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

I2
13

I4
15

r6
t7
18

t9
20
2t
22
ZJ
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

March 12,2019

AN ACr ro ALLow ANy clr#ftltttJR""*"&Xf;lH,r,.Ar. sIGN rHAr REMAINS

IN A PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE TIME WITHIN WHICH
POLITICAL SIGNS ARE TO BE REMOVED.

The General Assembly ofNorth Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. G.S. 136-32 reads as rewritten:

"$ 136-32. Regulation of signs.

(b) Compliant Political Signs Permitted. - During the period beginning on the 30th day

before the beginning date of "one-stop" early voting under G.S. 163A-1300 and ending on the

10th day after the primary or election day, persons may place political signs in the right-of-way

of the State highway system as provided in this section. Signs must be placed in compliance with
subsection (d) of this section and must be removed by the end of the period prescribed in this

-wa
end of in this

without penalty.

(0 Application
General Statutes, a city
rights-of-way of streets

within Municipalities. - Pursuant to Article 8 of chapter 1604 of the

may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the placement of political signs on

located within the corporate limits of a municipality and maintained by

the municipality. that

f and

end of in the
remove

such political sien without penaltli. In the absence of an ordinance prohibiting or regulating the

placement of political signs on the rights-of-way of streets located within a municipality and

maintained by the municipality, the provisions of subsections (b) through (e) of this section shall

apply."
SECTION 2. This act becomes effective December 1,2019, and applies to offenses

committed on or after that date.

r ilrffi til lilfl rffi illl lllll lil llilil lil lil*s220-v-3*





SENATE BILL 2202
Removal of Political Signs by Citizens.

2019-2020 General Assembly

Committee:

Introduced by:
Analysis of:

House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: June 17,2019

re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House
Sens. D. Davis, Tillman, Hise Prepared by: Erika Churchill and

Third Edition Jessica Sammons,
Committee Counsel

OVERVIEII/: Senate BiA 220 would deem abandoned any political sign remaining in the public right-
of-way more than 40 days after the primary or election day, and would authorize a citizen to temove

and dispose of the sbandoned sign without penalty.

CURRENT LAW: G.S. 136-32 prevents the placement of signs on highways except as authorized in
that statute. The statute allows for compliant political signs to be placed in the right-of-way of the State

highway system during the period beginning on the 30th day before one-stop early voting begins and

ending on the 10th day after the primary or election day. A "political sign" is any sign that advocates for
political action.

To be complaint, a permittee must obtain permission from the property owner fronting the right-of-way

where the sign would be erected. Signs must be placed according to the following requirements:

o No sign can be in the righrof-way of a fully controlled access highway.

o No sign can be closer than 3 feet from the edge of the pavement of the road.

o No sign can obstruct motorist visibility at an intersection.

o No sign can be higher than 42 inches above the edge of the pavement of the road.

o No sign can be larger than 864 square inches.

o No sign can obscure of replace another sign.

G.S. 136-32(f) allows a city to enact an ordinance prohibiting or regulating the placement of political signs

on rights-of-way of streets located within the corporate limits of a municipality and maintained by the

municipality. If a city does not have such an ordinance, the provisions of G.S. 136-32 for placement of
signs in the right-of-way of the State highway system apply.

It is a Class 3 misdemeanor for a person to steal, deface, vandalize, or unlawfully remove a lawfully placed

political sign. The Department of Transportation (DOT) is authorized to remove any sign erected without

authority or that remains beyond the established deadline.

BILL ANALYSIS: The bill would provide that any political sign remaining in the public right-of-way
more than 30 days after the 1Oth day after primary or election day, or 40 days from the primary or election,

,, Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director tl[ llullunilil uru ru ru 
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is abandoned property. Any citizen would be authorized to remove the abandoned political sign, and
dispose of it without penalty.

EFFECTM DATE: Effective December I,2019, and would apply to offenses committed on or after
that date.
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AMENDMENT NO.
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Principal Clerk)S220-ABK-12 lv.4)

Amends Title [NO]
Third Edition

Date

Page 1 of 1

u /ve. loi .2019

Representative Floyd

moves to amend the bill on page 1, lines 29-30, by inserting between those lines the fbllowing

"SECTION 1.5.(a) G.S. 1634.-1046 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

"(d) The countv board of elections shall that each nrecinct votins nlace nrovides
candidates all of the following:

cl) At least 72 hours prior to the ins of votins at the votins olace. as

provided in G.S. 163A-l 130 . for candidates to place po cal advertisins fbr
the duration of the voting hours,

a) A reasonable amount of time fbllowins the closins of nolls at the votins olace.

1

2

J

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

t4
15

16

17

18

19

20
21

22
23

read

A-1130 for candidates to co

before discardins anv rem irrins nol itical advertisins. "

SECTION 1.5.(b) G.S. 163,{-113a(c) is amended by adding a new subdivision to

That the owners or manasers of the nonnublic buildins asree to orovide"(4)

a.

b.

candidates all of the following:
to the

votins nlace. as orovided in G.S, I 63A-1.l30. for candidates to olace
the duration of

A reasonable amount of time once the hours for votins at the votins
163A-l 130" have ended for all candidates

to collect political advertisins before discardins anv remainins
place. as provided in G.S

p.e!li.sa!-adv-er!!i u& " ;

and onpage l,line 30 by inserting "Section 1" before "

SIGNED
Amendment Sponso

SIGNED
Committee Chair if Senate Committee Amendment

FAILED
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SENATE BILL 674

Short Title: Sury Co.AvIt. Airy/Elkin City/Bd. Ed Partisan.

Sponsors: Senators Berger and Ballard (Primary Sponsors).

Referred to: Rules and Operations of the Senate

May2l,20I9

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD OF ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

OF SURRY COUNTY, THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE MOLINT AIRY CITY
SCHOOLS ADMINISTRATIVE LINIT, AND THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
ELKIN CITY ADMINISTRATIVE LINIT FROM NONPARTISAN TO PARTISAN.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1.(a) Section 1 of Chapter 549 of the 1969 Session Laws reads as

rewritten:
"section 1. +he-Beginning in 2020, ft embers of the Board of Education of Surry County

shall be elected on a @asis
Mfor four-vear at the time of the seneral election in each

even-numbered year as terms expire. The primar)' and election shall be held and conducted in
accordance with the qeneral laws governing primaries and elections for county officers. except

herein. of office

1

2
aJ

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

I4
15

I6
I7
18

T9

20
2I
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
JJ

34
35

election
tnthetime

SETVE been

qualified. There shall be elected by the qualified voters of the county one member from each of
the Districts hereinafter set forth, as follows:

(1) One member who shall be a resident of District No. 1, consisting of so much

of Mount Airy Township as does not lie within the boundaries of the Mount Airy City School

Adminishative Unit.
(2) One member who shall be a resident of District No. 2, consisting of Westfield,

Pilot Mountain, Long Hill and Eldora Townships'
(3) One member who shall be a resident of District No. 3, consisting of Shoals,

Siloam and Rockford Townships.
(4) One member who shall be a resident of District No. 4, consisting of Dobson,

Marsh and Stewart's Creek Townships.
(5) One member who shall be a resident of District No. 5, consisting of Franklin

and Bryan Townships.
Elkin Township and that portion of Mount Airy Township lying within the boundaries

of Mount Airy City School Administrative Unit are excluded from the above described districts

because they are contained in city administrative units with their own separate boards of
education."

SECTION 1.(b) Chapter 308 of the 1991 Session Laws is repealed.

I rililil til tffi til ]] lilll lil llill lil lil*s674-V-1*
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SECTION 1.(c) Beginning in 2020, vacancies on the Surry County Board of
Education for seats elected on a paftisan basis shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining
members ofthe Board in accordance with G.S. I l5C-37 .1. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy
shall be a resident of the district for which he or she is appointed at the time of appointment and
shall remain a resident for the remainder of the term. Appointments to fill vacancies on the Suny
County Board of Education for seats elected on a nonpartisan basis rn2016 or 2018 shall be filled
in accordance with G.S. 115C-37(0.

SECTION 1.(d) This act does not affect the terms of office of any person elected in
2016 or 2018 to the Suny County Board of Education. Each member of the Surry County Board
of Education elected in20l6 and 2018, or any member appointed to fill a vacancy for a member
elected in2016 or 2018, shall serve until a successor has been elected and qualified.

SECTION 2.(a) Section 6 of the Private Laws of 1895, as rewritten by Chapter 475
of the 1955 Session Laws and Chapter 672 of the 1995 Session Laws, reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 6. (a) Beginning with the general election to be held in November *996)020-the
Board of Education of the Mount Airy City Schools Administrative Unit shall be elected on a

even-numbered year as terms expire with all candidates being elected by vote of all the qualified
voters within the Mount Airy City Schools Administrative Unit. The orimarv election shall

and with
county officers. except as otherwise provided herein.

(b) The Board of Education shall consist of seven members who shall reside within the
Mount Airy City Schools Administrative Unit, elected as follows:

(1) Two members from District A, which consists of Mount Airy #1.
(2) Two members from District B, which consists of Mount Airy #2.
(3) One member from District C, which consists of Mount Airy #4 and Mount

Airy #5.
(4) One member from District D, which consists of Mount Airy #6 and Mount

Airy #7.
(5) One member at-large.

(c) Atthe initial election inNovember 1996, one member shall be elected from each
district and one at-large as provided in this subsection. These five elected members shall take
office at the first regular meeting of the Board of Education in December 1996. The terms of
office of the five current members of the Board of Education whose terms expire on or before
June 30, 1997, shall instead terminate at the commencement of that meeting, except that as to
those current Board of Education members whose terms expire on June 30,1996, the Board of
Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy may appoint successors to serve from July l,1996,
until the first regular meeting in December 1996, or it may allow either or both of those members
to hold over until their successors are elected and qualify. One member each shall be elected in
1996 and quadrennially thereafter from Districts A, B, C, and D for four-year terms. The member
elected in 1996 on an at-large basis shall be elected for a two-year term, and a successor shall be
elected in 1998 and quadrennially thereafter for a four-year term.

(d) One member each shall be elected in 1998 and quadrennially thereafter from District
A and B for four-year terms to replace the members whose terms currently expire in 1998. The
Board of Commissioners of the City of Mount Airy may appoint successors to serve from July
1, 1998, until the first regular meeting in December 1998 or it may allow either or both of those
members to hold over until their successors are elected and qualify.

(e)

terms
at the same Members shall take the oath office orescribed in Article VT Section 7 of the
Constitution. Each member shall serve until a successor has been elected and qualified.

Page2 Senate Bill 674-First Edition
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At the first regular meeting in December after each election, the Board of Education shall

elect from its membership a gnaima*-chgilto serve a two-year term.
(0 Any vacancies on the Board of Education shall be filled for the remainder of the

unexpired term by majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of Education. Beginning

with members ected to the Board of in2020. if the vacatins was elected as

executive committee of that partv and appoint the person recommended by that party executive

committee. if the partls executive committee (i) makes a recommendation within 30 days of the

and ll
members who nrecincts all or oart which were within the of the citv
administrative unit. Anlz person appointed to fill a vacancy for a district seat shall be a resident

of the district which he or she is aooointed at the time of aooointment shall remain a

resident for the remainder of the term.

@
ln Juty (exeeptthat i

tt

SECTION 2.(b) This act does not affect the terms of office of any person elected in

2016 or 2018 to the Board of Education of the Mount Airy City Schools Administrative Unit.

Each member of the Board of Education of the Mount Airy City Schools Administrative Unit
elected in 2016 and 2018, or any member appointed to fill a vacancy for a member elected in

2016 or 2018, shall serve until a successor has been elected and qualified.

SECTION 3.(a) Section 4 of Chapter 455 of the 1947 Session Laws, as rewritten by

Section 3 of Chapte r 284 of the 1973 Session Laws and Section 1 of Chapter 1258 of the I 973

Session Laws, reads as rewritten:
"(a) +he-geginning in 2020" ft embers of the Board of Education of the Elkin City

Unit shall be elected on a asis in even-numbered

27
28
29
30
31

32
JJ

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
4l
42
43
44
45
46

48
49
50
51

be
elections for
&) The first election under this act shall be held in November of 1974 a

members of the Board shall be elected. Of the three at-large members elected in 1

t which time all
974 frominside

41

the corporate limits of the City of Elkin, the two receiving the highest number of votes shall serve

a four-year term and the person receiving the next highest number of votes shall serve a two-year

term. The person elected in 1974 from the area within the Elkin School District to the west of
Interstate 77 andoutside the corporate limits of the City of Elkin shall serve for a four-year tetm.

The person elected inI974 from the area within the Elkin School District to the east of Interstate

77 andoutside the corporate limits of the City of Elkin shall serve a two-year term. Thereafter as

the terms expire, successors shall be elected for terms of four years. Those persons who shall be

elected to the Board must qualify by taking the oath of office on or before the first Monday in

December next succeeding their
at the same time. Each member shall serve until a successor has been elected and qualified.

O Those persons appointed to the Board to fill a vacancy shall qualify within thirty days

of notification. At the first meeting of the Board following the taking the oath of office by Board

members, a €haiman-qhailshall be chosen by and from the membership of the Board. Any
vacancy occurring in the membership of the Board for any reason shall be filled by a majority

vote of the remaining members of the Reard withirrthi*y days oard.

Begiming with members elected to the Board in 2020. if the vacating member was elected as the

nominee of a political partlr. then the Board shall consult with the county executive committee
the

Senate Bill 674-First Edition Page 3
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1
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executive (i) makes a within 30 davs of the of the
vacancy and (ii) the county executive committee restricted voting to committee members who

were
for a within

School District pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall be a resident of the designated area
for which he or she is appointed at the time of appointment and shall remain a resident for the
remainder of the term."

SECTION 3.(b) This act does not affect the terms of office of any person elected in
2016 or 201 8 to the Board of Education of the Elkin City Administrative Unit. Each member of
the Board of Education of the Elkin City Administrative Unit elected in2016 and 2018, or any
member appointed to fill a vacancy for a member elected in 2016 or 2018, shall serve until a
successor has been elected and qualified.

SECTION 4. Effective the first Monday in December of 2020, G.S. 115C-37.1(d)
reads as rewritten:

"(d) This section shall apply only in the following counties: Alleghany, Beaufort,
Brunswick, Carteret, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Dare, Davie, Graham, Guilford, Harnett, Hyde,
Iredell, Lee, Madison, New Hanover, Onslow, Pender, Rutherford, Stanly, Surry, Vance,
Washington, and Yancey."

SECTION 5. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held
on or after that date.

Page 4 Senate Bill 674-First Edition



SENATE BILL 6742

Surry Co./Mt. Airy/Elkin City/Bd. Ed Partisan.

2 0 1 9-202 0 General Assembly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: June 19,2019

re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

Introduced by: Sens. Berger, Ballard Prepared by: Kara McCraw*

Analysis of: First Edition Committee Counsel

OWRWEW: Senate Bitl 674 would change the method of election of the Bourd,s of Education of
Surry County, Mount Airy City Schools Administrative (Jnit, and Elkin City Administrative Unitfrom
nonparfisan to partisan and would alter the process for Jilling vacancies on the Boards, beginning in
2020.

CURRENT LAW:

The Boards of Education of Surry County, the Mount Airy City Schools Administrative Unit, and the

Elkin City Administrative Unit are currently all elected in nonpartisan elections, and the results are

determined using the plurality method. The following chart sets out the current law governing each Board

of Education:

BILL ANALYSIS: Senate Bill674 would change the method of election for the Board members from

nonpartisan to partisan, beginning in2020. Elections would be conducted using the partisan primary and

Legislative Analysis
Division

9 19-733-2578

Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director ffi iltiltiltilililillllillffi lillillillllillllillilillllllillillllllilillil-E-644 -sMTc-s3 E1 -v-1

Board of
Education

Number of
Membersl

Term of Office

Districts vs. At-
large Members

Date of
Election

Date New
Members

Take Office

How Vacancies
Are Filled

Surry County 5 members;
staggered four-

year terms

Elected school
unit-wide from
single-member

residency
districts

Primary
election

July Majority vote of
remaining Board

members for
remainder of

unexpired term

Mount Airy
City Schools

7 members;
staggered four-

year terms

One member
elected at-large;

six members
elected school
unit-wide from
four residency

districts

General
election

First Monday
in December

Majority vote of
remaining Board

members for
remainder of

unexpired term

Elkin City
Administrative

Unit

5 members;
staggered four-

year terms

Elected school
unit-wide from
three residency

districts

General
election

First Monday
in December

Majority vote of
remaining Board

members within 30
davs ofvacancy
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election method, and candidates would be nominated at the same time and manner as other county officers.
Newly-elected members would take office the first Monday in December following their election.

Vacancies for positions elected on a partisan basis beginning in 2020 would be filled by the remaining
members of the Board, provided that the remaining members of the Board must consult with the county
executive committee of the relevant political party before filling avacancy and must appoint that executive
commiffee's nominee, if the recommendation is made within 30 days after the seat becomes vacant.

In selecting a nominee to fill the vacancy, the county executive committee must restrict voting to those
committee members who represent precincts wholly or partially within the county or city administrative
unit.

Terms of office or vacancy procedures for members elected in2014 or 2016 would not be affected.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held on or after that date.
*This committee summory was substantially contributed to by Jessica Sammons, Committee Counsel.
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AMENDMENT NO
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Amends Title [NO]
First Edition

Date

Page I of 1

01

1
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t7
18

D. Hall

moves to amend the bill on page l, line 18, by inserting immediately after the word "county" the

phrase "school administrative unit";

and on page2,Iine24,by rewriting that line to read:

"(2)TwomembersfromDistrictB,whichconsistsof@iry
#2 and Airv #3."

and on page 3,line 27, by inserting immediately after the word "held." the following sentence:

"All
Administrative Unit.";

and on page 3, lines 36 and 38, by striking on each line that it appears the phrase "School

District" and substituting the phrase "City Administrative Unit";

and on page 4,line 5, by deleting the phrase "School District" and substituting the phrase:

"@tt.

SIGNED
Sponsor

SIGNED
Chair if Senate Committee Amendment

FAILED
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April 11,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO DEFINE AND REGULATE DIGITAL COMMUNICATION IN

ELECTIONEERING COMMUNICATIONS AND ADVERTISING DISCLOSURES.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. G.S. 163A-1411 is amended by adding a new subdivision to read:

"(81) The term "qualified digital communication" means any communication placed

or promoted on a public-facing Web site. Web application" or digital
application. including a social network. advertising network. or search engine"

when a fee is required to be paid for such placement or promotion."

SECTION 2. G.S. 1634-1411, as amended by S.L. 2018-144 and S.L. 2018-146,

reads as rewritten:
"$ 163.4.-1411. Definitions.

When used in this Article:

(41) The term "electioneering communication" means any broadcast, cable, or

satellite communication, or mass mailing, or telephone bankban!'orga!fiecl
digital communication that has all the following characteristics:

a. Refers to a clearly identified candidate for elected office.

b. In the case of the general election in November of the even-numbered

year is aired or transmitted within 30 days of the election for that

office.
c. @n tht tut" thut tht to'o-utt'tut'on' -utt

mailing. or telephone bank is not a qualified digital communication.
may be received by the following:
1. 50,000 or more individuals in the State in an election for

statewide office or 7,500 or more individuals in any other

election if in the form of broadcast, cable, or satellite
communication.

2. 20,000 or more households, cumulative per election, in a

statewide election or 2,500 households, cumulative per

election, in any other election if in the form of mass mailing or

telephone bank.
(43) The term "electioneering communication" does not include any of the

following:
a. A communication appearing in a news story, commentary, or editorial

distributed through the facilities of any broadcasting station, unless

r ffiil til til ril lll llilil llffi lllll lffi ll llil] lllil lil lil*H700-cssT-'l 6*
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b.

c.

those facilities are owned or controlled by any political party, affiliated
party committee, political committee, or candidate.
A communication that constitutes an expenditure or independent
expenditure under this Article.
A communication that constitutes a candidate debate or forum
conducted pursuant to rules adopted by the Board or that solely
promotes that debate or forum and is made by or on behalf of the
person sponsoring the debate or forum.
A communication made while the General Assembly is in session
which, incidental to advocacy for or against a specific piece of
legislation pending before the General Assembly, urges the audience
to communicate with a member or members of the General Assembly
concerning that piece of legislation or a solicitation of others as
defined in G.S. l63A-250(a)(36) properly reported under Article 8 of
this Chapter.
A oommunication that meets all of the following criteria:
1. Does not mention any election, candidacy, political party,

opposing candidate, or voting by the general public.
2. Does not take a position on the candidate's character or

qualifications and fitness for office.
3. Proposes a commercial transaction.
A public opinion poll conducted by a news medium, as defined in
G.S.8-53.11(a)(3), conducted by an organization whose primary
purpose is to conduct or publish public opinion polls, or contracted for
by a person to be conducted by anorganization whose primary purpose
is to conduct or publish public opinion polls. This sub-subdivision
shall not apply to a push poll. For the purpose of this sub-subdivision,
"push poll" shall mean the political campaign technique in which an
individual or organization attempts to influence or alter the view of
respondents under the guise of conducting a public opinion poll.
A communication made by a news medium, as defined in

d.

f.

e.

ob.

prin+.G.s.!-s3J@XO.

SECTION 3. G.S. 163A-1475(1) reads as rewritten:
"(1) "Advertisement" means any message appearing in the print media, on

communication that constitutes
following under this A*iele-.Atiqle:.
a. A contribution.
b. An expenditure.
c. An independent expenditure."

SECTION 4. G.S. 163A-1476 reads as rewritten:
"S 1634-1476. Basic disclosure requirements for all political advertisements.

(a) Basic Requirements. - It shall be unlawful for any sponsor to sponsor an
advertisement or an electioneerin in the print mediacrygfu;(!!) on radio or

such advertisement or electioneering communication complies with reqr*ired-+e-be-disebsed
und€r this AdieteArticle. The sponso
with G.S. 163,{-1478.

Page2 House Bill 700 H700-CSST-16 [v.8]
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I (a1) Legend Requirements. - All advertisements and electioneering communications

2 described in subsection (a) of this section u+lessshall comply with all the following eendi+ie+s

f areme+.gonditiaqs:
4 (1) It bears the legend or includes the statement: "Paid for by 

- 
[Name of

5 candidate, candidate campaign committee, political party organization,

6 political action committee, referendum committee, individual, or other

7 sponsor]." In television advetrisementsr advertisements or qualified digital

8 communications" this disclosure shall be made by visual legend.
g (2) The name used in the labeling required in subdivision (1) of this subsection is

10 the name that appears on the statement of organization as required in

11 G.S. 163A-1412(b)(1) or G.S. I63A-r424(a).
12 (3) In a print media advertisement or a qualified digita
13 supporting or opposing the nomination or election of one or more clearly

14 identified candidates, the sponsor sta*es-ghA[ stdLq whether it is authorizedby

15 a candidate. The visual legend in the advertisement or qualified digital

16 communication shall state either "Authorized by [name of candidate],

17 candidate for [name of office]" or "Not authorized by a candidate." This

18 subdivision does not apply if the sponsor of the advertisement--gt

D electioneerinq communication is the candidate the advertisement or qualified

Z0 digital communication supports or that candidate's campaign commiffee.

2l (4) In a print media
22 communications that identifies-iclendffa candidate the sponsor is opposing,

23 the sponsor straU_eiselesesdiSglose in the advertisement or qualified digital

24 communication the name of the candidate who is intended to benefit from the

25 electioneerine communication or advertisement. This subdivision applies only

26 when the sponsor coordinates or consults about the advertisement or the

27 ith the candidate who is

28 intended to benefit.
29 @) If an advertisement or electioneering described in subsection (a) of
30 this section is jointly sponsored, the disclosure statement shall name all the sponsors.

31 (b) Size Requirements. - The followine shall apply to all advertisements and

32 electioneerine communications described in subsection (a) of this section:

33 (]) In rprint
34 media. the height of all @ required by that

35 subsection_1@!)gfthls sgq[on shall constitute at least five percent (5%) of the

36 height of the printed space of the

37 electioneering communication. provided that the type shall in no event be less

38 than 12 points in size. In an advertisement or electioneering communication

39 in a newspaper or a newspaper insert, the total height of the disel.esure

40 s+atementleeend required by subsection (a1) ofthis section need not constitute

4I five percent of the printed space of the advertisement or electioneerins

42 communication if the type of the @ is at least 28

43 points in size. If a single advertisement or electioneering c

44consistsofmultiplepageS,folds,orfaces,the@
45 required by subsection (a1) of this section applies only to one page, fold, or

46 face.

47 (A fn a tetevisien adveft
48 television" the visual disclosure legend shall constitute four percent (%) of
49 vertical picture height in size, and where the television advertisement or

50 electioneerinq communication that appears is paid for by a candidate or

51 candidate campaign committee, the visual disclosure legend shall appear

H700-CSST-16 [v.8] House Bill700 Page 3
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stmultaneously with an easily identifiable photograph of the candidate for at
least two seconds.

(3)io
the disclosure statement shall last at least two seconds, provided the statement
is spoken so that its contents may be easily understood.

(4) In a qualified digital communication. the legend required by subsection (al)
of this section shall appear (i) in letters at least as large as the smallest text in
the qualified dieital communication or (ii) in a heading or similar section of
text displayed above or within the qualified digital communication that is
visually distinct from the text of the qualified digital communication and shall
have a reasonable degree of color contrast between the background and the
legend.

(c) Misrepresentation of Authorization. - Notwithstanding G.S. 163A-1445(a), any
candidate, candidate campaign committee, political party organization, political action
committee, referendum committee, individual, or other sponsor making an advertisement or
electioneerine communication described in subsection (a) of this section (i) in the-print media-er
media" (ii) on radio or
bearinganylegendrequiredbv@ofthissectionthatmisrepresents
the sponsorship or authorization of the advertisement or electioneering communication is guilty
of a Class I misdemeanor."

SECTION 5. G.S. 163A-1477 reads as rewritten:
"$ 163A-1477. Scope of disclosure requirements.

The disclosure requirements of this Part apply to any sponsor of an advertisement in-+heprin+

described in G.S. 1634-1476(a)" except that the disclosure requirements of this Part:
(l) Do not apply to an individual who makes uncoordinated independent

expenditures aggregating less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) in a political
campaign;and

(2) Do not apply to an individual who incurs expenses with respect to a
referendum.

tt

SECTION 6. Part2 ofArticle 23 of Chapter 163,4. ofthe General Statutes is amended
by adding a new section to read:
",Q 1634-1478. State Board to maintain records of qualified disital communications for

political advertisements.
(g) Any sponsor making an advertisement or electioneering communication described bv

G.S. 163A-1476(a) through a qualified disital communication shall submit an informational
statement to the State Board. in the form reouired bv the State Roard, a minimum. the State

communication:

0)
(2)
(1)
g)
6)
(o

The name of the sponsor.
The cit)'and state where the sponsor is located.
The amount snent bv the snonsor for the oualified communication.
A description of the qualified dieital communication.
The dates or date range on which the qualified digital communication runs.
The candidate or candidates intended to benefit from the qualified digital
communication" if the sponsor is not the candidate or the candidate's campaign
committee.

Page 4 House Bill700 H700-CSST-16 [v.8]
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ft)

Q) The audience tarseted by the qualified digital communication" if less than the

entire district in which the identified candidate or candidates are seekin9

election.

1g) The manner in which the qualified digital communication was distributed.

191 Which Web site. Web application. or digital application. including any social

network. advertising network. or search engine" was paid the fee to place or

promote the qualified digital communication.
All statements submitted to the State Board under this section are a

record eb

glp.b."
SECTION 7. This act becomes effective January I, 2020, and applies to elections

conducted on or after that date.

H700-CSST-16 [v.8] House Bill700 Page 5





HOUSE BILL 7OO:

Digital Campaign Finance Disclosure Changes.

20 1 9-2 020 General Assembly

Committee:

Introduced by: Reps. Grange, Harrison, Lewis, Hawkins
Analysis of: PCS to First Edition

HTOO-CSST-16

House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date:
re-refer to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of
the House

June 17,2019

Prepared by: Erika Churchill, Jessica

Sammons, and Kara
McCraw,
Commiffee Counsel

' -; Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director -ii"7-o-o-:-S M S r - o r c s s r - 1 6 - v - 3

OWRWEW: The proposed committee substitute would require quaffied digital communications to

be subject to the disclosure reqairements for campaign advertisements, effective January 1, 2020.

CURRENT LAW: G.S. 163A- l41I(4I) defines an electioneering communication as a broadcast, cable,

or satellite communication, mass mailing, or telephone bank that includes all of the following

characteristics:

1. Refers to a clearly identified candidate for elected office.

Z. In an even-numbered general election in November, is aired or transmitted within 30 days of the

time set for early voting.

3. May be received by the following:
o For a broadcast, cable, or satellite communication: 50,000 or more individuals in a

statewide election or 7,500 or more individuals in any other election.

o For a mass mailing or telephone bank: 20,000 or more households, cumulative, in a

statewide election, or 2,500 households, cumulative, in any other election.

Some communications are specifically excluded as electioneering communications, including news

stories, commentaries, or editorials distributed through the facilities of certain broadcasting stations;

expenditures or independent expenditures; certain candidate debates or forums; certain communications

made while the General Assembly is in session related to advocacy for or against a specific piece of
legislation; certain commercial transactions; certain public opinion polls; and communications made in

certain print news media.

G.S. 1634- 1424 requires every individual or person incurring an expense for the direct cost of producing

or airing electioneering communications aggregating in excess of $5,000 to report certain information to

the appiopriate board of elections, including identifying those incurring the expense, the amount of the

"*p4i"r 
-during 

the period of the statement, to whom the expense was incurred, the elections to which it
pertains, if any, the names of candidates identified, if known, and the names and addresses of those

donating an aggregate of more than $ 1 ,000 during the reporting period.

G.S. 1634- I476 makesit unlawful to sponsor an advertisement in the print media, television, or radio that

constitutes an expenditure, independent expendifure, electioneering communication, or contribution

required to be disclosed under the campaign finance laws without including the following:

Legislative Analysis
Division

9 19-733-2578
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1. A legend or statement indicating the sponsor that paid for the advertisement.
2' If the advertisement in print media supports or opposes the nomination or election of a clearly

identified candidate, whether the advertisement was authorizedby the candidate.
3. If the advertisement in print media oppose the nomination or election of a clearly identified

candidate, the candidate the advertisement is intended to benefit.
Dependent on the type of media, certain specific size requirements for the disclosure statements are
required by law. Misrepresentation of the sponsorship or authorization of the advertisement is a Class I
misdemeanor. The disclosure requirements do not apply to an individual making uncoordinated
independent expenditures aggregating less than $1000 in a political campaign, or to individuals incurring
expenses with respect to a referendum.

BILL ANALYSIS: The PCS would add a definition of "qualified digital communications" to the
campaign finance laws, and include that term as a means by which an electioneering communication could
be communicated. A qualified digital communication would be "any communication placed or promoted
on a public-facing Web site, Web application, or digital application, including a social network,
advertising network, or search engine, when a fee is required to be paid for such placement or promotion."

The PCS would also impose the basic disclosure requirements upon advertisements appearing through a
qualified digital communication. Specific to the size requirements, in a qualified digital communication,
the legends are to appear either:

communication that is visually distinct from the text ofthe qualified digital communication
with a reasonable degree of color contrast between the background and legend.

Additionally, for qualified digital communications, the sponsor is to file a report with the State Board of
Elections containing all of the following:

sponsor is not the candidate or the candidate's campaign committee.

in which the identified candidate(s) are seeking election.

advertising network, or search engine, was paid the fee to place or promote the qualified
digital communication.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1,2020.
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House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesdayo July L0r20l9r 1:00 PM

1228 / 1327 Legislative Bu ilding

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills

BILL NO.
HB 48I
HB 863

SHORT TITLE
Voter Initiative for Beaufort County.

Qual ifi cations for Sheriff/Expunctions

Delay Decertification/Certain Voting
Machines.
Small Town Mixed Beverage Election
Reqs.

SPONSOR
Representative Kidwell
Representative McNeill
Representative C. Smith
Representative Howard

Senator J. Alexander

HB 85I

SB I24

Other Business

Adjournment





r! Updated #3: Removed H8700

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION

2019-2020 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:
COMMENTS:

Wednesday, July 10, 20t9
1:00 PM
1228/1327 LB
Representative Destin Hall will preside.

The following bills will be considered:

SHORT TITLE
Voter Initiative for Beaufort County.

Qualifi cations for SherifVExpunctions.

HB 85I Delay Decertifi cation/Certain Voting
Machines.
Small Town Mixed Beverage Election
Reqs.

BILL NO.
HB 48I
HB 863

SB 124

SPONSOR
Representative Kidwell
Representative McNeill
Representative C. Smith
Representative Howard

Senator J. Alexander

Respectfully,

Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 1057 AM on
Thursday, November 14, 2019.

_ Principal Clerk

_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber

David L. Cobb (Committee Assistant)





House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesday, July l0r20l9 at 1:00 PM

Room 122811327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at 1:00 PM on July 10,2019 in Room
122811327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Hall, Grange, Warren, Adams, Batch,
Blackwell, Dahle, Davis, Faircloth, Fisher, Floyd, Hanig, Hardister, Harrison, McNeill, Riddell,
Russell, Speciale, and Szoka attended.

Representative Destin Hall, Chair, presided.

The following bills were considered:

HB 481 Voter Initiative for Beaufort County. (Representative Kidwell)
HB 863 Qualifications for Sheriff/Expunctions. (Representatives McNeill, C. Smith
HB 851 Delay Decertification/Certain Voting Machines. (Representative Howard)
SB 124 Small Town Mixed Beverage Election Reqs. (Senator J. Alexander)

Chairman Hall recognized Representative Barnes to introduce SB124. Representative Warren
motioned for a favorable report for 58124. The motion carried and SB124 received a favorable
report with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

Representative Hall recognized Representative Kidwell to introduce HB481. Representative
Warren moved that a PCS for H8481 be brought before the committee, and without objection
Representative Hall placed the PCS before the committee. Representative Kidwell to introduce
the PCS of HB481. Representative Hanig moved for a favorable report to the PCS and
unfavorable to the original for HB481, ffid that the PCS be referred to rules. Chairman Hall
called for a vote on HB481, which received a favorable report with a serial referral to the
Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

Chairman Hall recognized Representative McNeil & Representative Smith to introduce HB863.
The bill sponsors were asked multiple questions about the bill by Representatives Blackwell,
Warren, Speciale, Batch, and Hanig. A consistent pattern in the questions concerned the felonies
committed my minors who had their records expunged, and if those felonies committed as

minors would be held against them later in life. Representative Warren motioned for a favorable
report for HB863. The motion carried and HB863 received a favorable report with a serial
referral to the House Committee on Finance.

Chairman Hall recognized Representative Howard to introduce HB851. Representative Hardister
called for a motion at the appropriate time. Representative Harrison requested that there be time
allotted for public comment on HB851. Chairman Hall stated that since there was a limited
amount of time for committee to meet, there would not be any general public comment allowed
in the committee. Chairman Hall then invited Representative Harrison to call any audience
member to the public microphone that Representative Harrison had planned to speak. NCSBE





Director Karen Brinson Bell came up the microphone to address the guestion of Representative

Harrison. Chairman Hall called for any further discussion or debate. Representative Hardister
motioned for a favorable report for HB851. The motion carried and HB85l received a favorable

report with a serial referral to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

With no further business remaining, Representative Hall adjourned the committee meeting at

1:20PMb* lz
Representative Destin Hall, Chair
Presiding

L. Co ttee
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HOUSE BILL 481
Committee Substitute Favorable 4ll0ll9

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE H481.PCS10695.TC.44

Short Title: Voter Initiative for Beaufort County

D

(Local)

Sponsors:
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March 28,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE THE VOTERS OF BEAUFORT COUNTY A RIGHT TO PETITION

FOR CHANGES TO THE STRUCTURE OF THE BEAUFORT COLINTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. Part 4 of Article 4 of Chapter 153,4. of the General Statutes is amended

by adding a new section to read:
tt

(4) The people may initiate a referendum on proposed alterations authorized by this Part.
An initiative petition shall bear the signatures and resident addresses of a number of qualified
voters of the county equal to at least fifteen percent (15olo) of the whole number of voters who
are registered to vote in the county according to the most recent figures certified by the State
Board of Elections or 5.000" whichever is less. The petition shall. with reference to the pertinent

of 153A contain the
proposed changes. The petition mav not propose changes in the alternative. or more than one
integrated set of alterations. Upon receipt of a valid initiative petition. the county board of

of the alterations
and shall eive public notice of the special in accordance with G.S. 1634-1 592.The date
of the special election shall be the date of the next countlrwide election. whetherprimary. eeneral.

held more than 90 after rec of the tion. If
the special election are in favor of the proposed chanqes. the resolution is adopted. Alterations
adopted under this section shall continue in force for at least two years after the beginning of the
term of office of the officers elected under the new manner of election. No initiative petition may

P within one and six
election on alterations that were defeated bv the voters.

The restrictions imposed blz this section on filing initiative petitions shall apply onlv to
petitions concerning the same subject matter.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to orohibit the submission of more than one
for alterations on the same ballot so as no

under the same option as another proposition on the same ballot."
SECTION 2. This act applies to Beaufort County only.
SECTION 3. This act is effective when it becomes law

I il]il til ]il ilil tit ti]i ti rif t] iri ii tf ii ti titf ti ti iii tf ti il*H4a 1-PC S 10695-TC - 44*
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HOUSE BILL 863

ShortTitle: Qualifications forSheriff/Expunctions
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34

Sponsors Representatives McNeill and C. Smith (Primary Sponsors).

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Finance, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and

Operations of the House

Apfil22,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO REQUIRE A CANDIDATE OR APPOINTEE FOR THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF

TO DISCLOSE ALL FELONY CONVICTIONS, INCLUDING ANY EXPUNGED
CONVICTIONS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 162-2reads as rewritten:

"S 162-2. Disqualifications for the office.
(4) No person shall be eligible for the office of sheriff wneivif any of tne fottowiru

apply:
(]) The person is not of the age of2l yea#F, g.
Q The person has been convicted of a felony in this State" the United States" or

anv other state. w er or not that nerson has been to the rishts of
citizenship or granted an expunction. This subdivision shall not include an

unconditional pardon of innocence.
(]) erhasfhe peIggn ifnot resiCe*a quaUfigd voler in the county in which h€-!hq

candidate is ie*chosen'
(b) Notwithstanding Article 5 of Chapter l5A of the General Statutes" any person filing

a notice of candidacv" anv annointee selected to fill a vacancv" to office of sheriff shall
provide a statement of disclosure prepared by the North Carolina Sheriffs' Education and

Trainins Standards mission in accordance with Article 3 of l7E of the General

Statutes.
(g) No person shall engage in the practice of law or serve as a member of the General

Assembly while serving as sheriff."
SECTION 2. G.S. 163A-972 reads as rewritten:

"$ 163A-972. Notices of candidacy; pledge; with whom filed; date for filing.

(e) Disclosure of Felony Conviction. - ++except for candidates
as provided in subsection (fl of this section. at the same time the candidate files notice of
candidacy under this section and G.S. 1634-973, 163A-974, 163A-975, 163A-977, and

163A-978, the candidate shall file with the same office a statement answering the following
question: "Have you ever been convicted of a felony?" The State Board shall adapt the notice of
candidacy form to include the statement required by this subsection. The form shall make clear

that a felony conviction need not be disclosed if the conviction was dismissed as a result of
reversal on appeal or resulted in a pardon of innocence or expungement. The form shall require

I ll]il til lltil tffi rilr ilil ril lllill lil lll*H863-V-1*
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a candidate who answers "yes" to the question to provide the name of the offense, the date of
conviction, the date of the restoration of citizenship rights, and the county and state of conviction.
The form shall require the candidate to swear or affirm that the statements on the form are true,
correct, and complete to the best of the candidate's knowledge or belief. The form shall be

available as a public record in the office of the board of elections where the candidate files notice

of candidacy and shall contain an explanation that a prior felony conviction does not preclude

holding elective office if the candidate's rights of citizenship have been restored. This subsection
shall also apply to individuals who become candidates for election by the people under
G.S. 1634-987, 163A-1005, 1634-1006, 163A-953, Il5C-37,1304-50, Part2 of Article 27 of
this Chapter, or any other statute or local act. Those individuals shall complete the question at

the time the documents are filed initiating their candidacy. The State Board shall adapt those

documents to include the statement required by this subsection. If an individual does not
complete the statement required by this subsection, the board of elections accepting the filing
shall notify the individual of the omission, and the individual shall have 48 hours after notice to
complete the statement. If the individual does not complete the statement at the time of filing or
within 48 hours after the notice, the individual's filing is not complete, the individual's name shall
not appear on the ballot as a candidate, and votes for the-lhaL-individual shall not be counted. It
is a Class I felony to complete the form knowing that information as to felony conviction or
restoration of citizenship is untrue. This subsection shall not apply to candidates required by
G.S. l63,4.-187(0 to file Statements of Economic Interest.

O Disclosure of Felon), Convictions and Expungements for the Office of Sheriff. - At
the time of filing the notice of candidac), each candidate to the office of sheriff shall file a valid
disclosure statement prepared in accordance with G.S. 17E-20 verif.ving that individual has no

prior felony convictions or expungements of felony convictions. If a candidate does not file such

valid disclosure statement required by this subsection. that individual's filing is not complete" the
individual's name shall not appear on the ballot as a candidate" and votes for that individual shall
not be counted in accordance with Section 2 of Article VII of the North Carolina Constitution."

SECTION 3.(a) G.S. l7B-l through G.S. l7E-6 and G.S. l7E-10 are recodified as

Article I of Chapter 17E of the General Statutes as follows:
"Arti.qLe-!.
rrGeneralrr

SECTION 3.(b) G.S. 17E-7 through G.S. 17E-19, with the exception of
G.S. 17E-10, are recodified as Article 2 of Chapter 17E of the General Statutes as follows:

"Article 2.

"JUS!i!e lffigcrt"
SECTION 3.(c) When recodifying pursuant to this section, the Revisor may separate

subsections of existing statutory sections into new sections and, when necessary to organize
relevant law into its proper place in Chapter 17E of the General Statutes, as amended by this act,

may rearrange sentences that currently appear within subsections. The Revisor may modify
statutory citations throughout the General Statutes, as appropriate, and may modify any
references to statutory divisions, such as "Chapter," "Subchapter," "Article," "Part," "section,"
and "subsectiono" adjust the order of lists of multiple statutes to maintain statutory order, correct
terms and conform names and titles changed by this act, and make conforming changes to catch
lines and references to catch lines. The Revisor may also adjust subject and verb agreement and
the placement of conjunctions. The Revisor shall consult with the North Carolina Sheriffs'
Education and Training Standards Commission on this recodification.

SECTION 4. G.S. l7E-4(b), as recodified by Section 3 of this act, is amended by
adding a new subdivision to read:

"(13) Prepare disclosure statements for candidates and potential appointees for the
f and

Page2 House Bill 863-First Edition
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applicant to cover the cost of any criminal history check."
SECTION 5. G.S. l7B-ll, as recodified by Section 3 of this act, reads as rewritten:

"$ 178-11. Application and construction of Chapter-.$gilglg
(a) Nothing in this e*p+e*AAicte_shall apply to the sheriff elected by the people.
(b) Nothing in this ehape+aflligle shall be construed as modifying the character of a

sheriff from an elective office, or as modifying the character of the office of deputy sheriff from
an appointive office.

(c) If a justice officer, or a criminal justice officer as defined in G.S. 17C-2(c), becomes

sheriff, the justice officer is not required to maintain certification for the period served as sheriff.
The Commission shall reinstate certification upon the conclusion of the period of service as

sheriff and in conformance with the rules of the Commission for the application for certification."
SECTION 6. Chapter 17E of the General Statutes is amended by adding a new

Article to read:
".Article3.
"Sheriffs.

tt

(q) Each individual filing. or intending to file" a notice of candidacy for election" or any
individual orior to aooointment to fill a to the office of sheriff shall reouest the

Commission to prepare a disclosure statement veriffing that individual has no prior felonv
convictions or expungements of felony convictions. The individual shall provide such

information as reouired bv the Commisston the comoletion of the disclosure statement.

including anly evidence that the individual has been granted an unconditional pardon of innocence

for a felony crime in this State. any other state. or the United States. and any fee to cover the cost

of the criminal backqround check.

ft) Upon the reguest of an individual filing" or intending to file. a notice of candidacv for
election as sheriff, or an), individual prior to appointment to fill a vacancy to the office of sheriff"

28 the Commission shall Drenare a disclosure verifvins that the individual has no orior
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felony convictions or expuneements for felony convictions. The disclosure statement shall be in

a format as determined by the Commission. but shall include at least all of the following;
Name of the individual.
Date the disclosure statement was prepared.

County of residence of the individual.
A statement that individual has no prior felony convictions or expungements
for felonv convictions. if in fact the drral has no nrior felonv convictions
or expungements for felony convictions.

In preparing the disclosure statement. the Commission shall do at least all of the
following:

(]) Conduct a criminal history record check of state and national databases to
determine if the individual has a record of a felony sonviction.

Q Contact the Administrative Office of the Courts and req confirmation of
whether or not the individual has previously received an expunction of a

felony record.
(3) Determine if the individual has ever been convicted of a felony in violation of

Section 2 of Article VII of the North Carolina Constitution.
(!) Any request for a disclosure statement" any supporting documentation used in the

preparation of any disclosure statement. and any disclosure statement prepared by the
Commission in accordance with this section is confidential and not a public record under Chapter
132 of the General Statutes.
"@Reserved.
tt

0)
Q)
G)
g)

(9)

House Bill 863-First Edition Page 3
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Notwithstanding G.S. l5A-145.4 or G.S. l5A-145.5. the Commission may eain access to an

individual's felony conviction records" including those maintained by the Administrative Office
of the Courts in its confidential files containine the names of persons granted expunctions for the

purposes of this Article.
"@Reserved.
"Q 17E-30. Expiration of disclosure of convictions and expungements for the office of

sheriff.
Any disclosure statement prepared bv the Commission shall be valid for the purpose of filing

in accordance with G.S. I 63A-972" 162--5. or 1 62-5.1 for 90 davs after issuance."
SECTION 7. G.S. 15A-151(a) reads as rewritten:

"(a) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall maintain a confidential file for
expungements containing the petitions granted under this Article and the names of those people

for whom it received a notice under G.S. 15A.-150. The information contained in the file may be

disclosed only as follows:
(1) Upon request of a judge of the General Court of Justice of North Carolina for

the purpose of ascertaining whether a person charged with an offense has been

previously granted a discharge or an expunction.
(2) Upon request of a person requesting confirmation of the person's own

discharge or expunction.
(3) To the General Court of Justice of North Carolina in response to a subpoena

or other court order issued pursuant to a civil action under G.S. 15,{-152.
(4) Upon request of State or local law enforcement, if the criminal record was

expunged pursuant te G'S, l under this
Chapter for employment purposes only.

(5) Upon the request of the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and

Training Standards Commission, if the criminal record was expunged
ptrrsuant te G,S, 154 for
certifi cation purposes only.

(6) Upon request of the North Carolina Sheriffs Standards Commission, if the

criminal record was expunged purstrant te G,S, 15l\ I
@for certification purposes only.

(7) To the district attorney in accordance with G.S. 15A-151.5.
(!) Upon request of the North Carolina Sheriffs' Education and Trainine

if the criminal
Chaoter for nurooses of orenarins a disclosure statement in accordance with
Article 3 of Chapter l7E of the GenejalStatutes."

SECTION 8.(a) G.S. 15A-153 reads as rewritten:
"$ 154-153. Effect of expunction; prohibited practices by employerso educational

institutions, agencies of State and local governments.

(e) [Exceptions. -] The provisions of subsection (d) of this section do not apply to any

applicant or licensee seeking or holding any certification issued by the North Carolina Criminal
Justice Education and Training Standards Commission pursuant to Article I of Chapter l7C of
the General Statutes or the North Carolina Sheriffs Education and Training Standards

Commission pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter l7E of the General Statutes:
(1) Convictions expunged pursuant to G.S. 15A-145.4. - Persons pursuing

certification under the provisions of Article 1 of Chapter 17C or Article 2 of
Chapter l7E of the General Statutes shall disclose any and all felony
convictions to the certifying Commission regardless of whether or not the
felony convictions were expunged pursuant to the provisions of
G.S. l5A-145.4.
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Gl)

(2) Convictions expunged pursuant to G.S. l5A-145.5. - Persons pursuing

certification under the provisions of Article 1 of Chapter l7C or Article 2 of
Chapter l7E of the General Statutes shall disclose any and all convictions to

the certifying Commission regardless of whether or not the convictions were

expunged pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 15,A-145.5

The orovisions of (d) of this section do not to anv individual

1

2
aJ

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
13

t4
15

t6
l7
18

l9
20
2l
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
JZ
JJ
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
4l
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

I of
lt

SECTION S.(b) G.S. l5A-145.4 reads as rewritten:

"S 154-145.4. Expunction of records for first offenders who are under 18 years of age at
the time of the commission of a nonviolent felony.

(0 No person as to whom an order has been entered pursuant to subsection (e) of this

section shall be held thereafter under any provision of any laws to be guilty of perjury or

otherwise giving a false statement by reason of that person's failure to recite or acknowledge the

arrest, indictment, information, trial, or conviction. Persens purstling e

feteny eenvietiens his subsection shall

not apply to a sentencing hearing when the person has been convicted of a subsequent criminal
offense.

(fl) Persons required by State law to obtain a uiminal history record check on a
prospective employee shall not be deemed to have knowledge of any convictions expunged under

this section.

@) C

2 an

conv the

were expunged pursuant to the provisions of this section.
(f3) Persons requesting a disclosure statement be prepared by the North Carolina Sheriffs'

Sheriffs'Education and Training Standards Commission regardless of whether or not the felony

SECTION 8.(c) G.S. 154-145.5 reads as rewritten:
"$ 15A-145.5. Expunction of certain misdemeanors and felonies; no age limitation.

(dl) Persons pursuing certification under the provisions of Article 1 of Chapter l7C or

Article 2 of Chaoter 17E of the General Statutes , however, shall disclose any and all convictions
to the certifying Commission, regardless of whether or not the convictions were expunged

pursuant to the provisions of this section.

@ Persons requesting a disclosure statement be prepared by the North Carolina Sheriffs'

Education and Training Standards Commission pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter l7E of the

General Statutes. however. shall disclose anv and all felony convictions to the North Carolina

Sheriffs' Education and Training Standards Commission regardless of whether or not the felony
convictions were expunged pursuant to the provisions of this section.

G]) Persons required by State law to obtain a criminal history record check on a
prospective employee shall not be deemed to have knowledge of any convictions expunged under

this section.
il
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SECTION S.(d) G.S. l5A-145.6 reads as rewritten:

"$ 15A-145.6. Expunctions for certain defendants convicted of prostitution.

(g1) Persons pursuing certification under the provisions of Article 1 of Chapter 17C ot
Article 2 of I7E of the General Statutes, however, shall disclose any and all prostitution

convictions to the certifying Commission regardless of whether or not the prostitution

convictions were expunged pursuant to the provisions of this section.

GD Persons requesting a disclosure statement be prepared by the North Carolina Sheriffs'

Education and Training Standards Commission pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter l7E of the

General Statutes. however. shall disclose an)' and all felony convictions to the North Carolina

Sheriffs' Education and Training Standards Commission resardless of whether or not the felony

convictions were expunged pursuant to the provisions of this section.
(g]) Persons required by State law to obtain a criminal history record check on a

prospective employee shall not be deemed to have knowledge of any convictions expunged under

this section
il

SECTION 9.(a) G.S. 162-5 reads as rewritten:

"$ 162-5. Vacancy filled; duties performed by coroner or chief deputy.
(4) Ifany vacancy occurs in the office ofsheriff, the coroner ofthe county shall execute

all process directed to the sheriff until the first meeting of the board of county commissioners

next succeeding such vacancy, when the board of county commissioners shall eleet-app.ill!-a
sheriff to supply the vacancy for the residue of the term, who shall possess the same

qualifications, enter into the same bond, and be subject to removal, as the sheriff regularly

elected.

ft) If the board of county commissioners should fail to fill such vacancy, the coroner

shall continue to discharge the duties of sheriff until it shall be filled. In those counties where the

office of coroner has been abolished, the chief deputy sheriff, or if there is no chief deputy, then

the senior deputy in years of service, shall perform all the duties of the sheriff until the board of
county commissioners appoint some person to fill the unexpired term. In all counties the regular

deputy sheriffs shall, during the interim of the vacancy, continue to perform their duties with full
authority.

(s)
section without first being presented with a valid disclosure statement of no felony convictions
or expungements. issued within 90 days prior to the appointment" prepared by the North Carolina

Sheriffs' Education and Trainine Standards Commission pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 17E of
the General Statutes with resnect to the individual beins annointed."

SECTION 9.(b) G.S. 162-5.1reads as rewritten:

"$ 1"62-5.1. Vacancy filled in certain counties; duties performed by coroner or chief deputy.
(4) If any vacancy occurs in the office of sheriff, the coroner of the county shall execute

all process directed to the sheriff until the board of county commissioners shall eleet-4pfu1a
sheriff to supply the vacancy for the residue of the term, who shall possess the same

qualifications, enter into the same bond, and be subject to removal, as the sheriff regularly
elected.

ft) If the sheriff were elected as a nominee of a political party, the board of county

commissioners shall consult the county executive committee of that political party before filling
the vacancy, and shall etee+gppqiql_the person recommended by the county executive committee

of that party, if the party makes a recommendation within 30 days of the occurrence of the

vacancy.

G) If the board should fail to fill such vacancy, the coroner shall continue to discharge

the duties of sheriff until it shall be filled. In those counties where the office of coroner has been

abolished, the chief deputy sheriff, or if there is no chief deputy, then the senior deputy in years

Page 6 House Bill 863-First Edition
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of service, shall perform all the duties of the sheriff until the board of county commissioners

appoint some person to fill the unexpired term. In all counties the regular deputy sheriffs shall,

during the interim of the vacancy, continue to perform their duties with full authority.

GL) The board of count), commissioners shall not make any appointment under this

section without first being presented with a valid disclosure statement of no felony convictions
or expungements" issued within 90 da),s orior to the appointment. prepared by the North Carolina

Sheriffs'Education and Training Standards Commission pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 17E of
the General Statutes with respect to the individual being appointed.

(9) This section shall apply only in the following counties: Alamance, Alexander,
Alleghany, Avery, Beaufort, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Carteret,

Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Davidson, Davie, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Gaston, Graham, Guilford,
Haywood, Henderson, Hyde, Jackson, Lee, Lincoln, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Moore,
New Hanover, Onslow, Pender, Polk, Randolph, Richmond, Rockingham, Rutherford, Sampson,

Stokes, Surry, Transylvania, Wake, Washington, Wayneo and Yancey."
SECTION 10. Article 13 of Chapter l43B of the General Statutes is amended by

adding a new section to read:
tt

(a) The Department of Public Safety malz provide to the North Carolina Sheriffs'
Education and Training Standards Commission a criminal history from the State and National
Repositories of Criminal Histories for any person filing a notice of candidacy" or any potential

appointee to fill a vacanc)," to the office of sheriff. The North Carolina Sheriffs' Education and

Training Standards Commission shall provide to the Department of Public Safety. along with the

request. the fingerprints of the person filing a notice of candidacy" or any potential appointee to
the office of to

record check and use offinserorints and other fvins information reouired bv the State and

National Repositories. and an)' additional information required by the Department of Public
Safety. The fingerprints of the individual shall be forwarded to the State Bureau of Investisation
for a search of the State's criminal historli record file" and the State Bureau of Investigation shall

forward a set of fineerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national criminal historv
record check.

(b) The criminal historlu report shall be provided to the North Carolina Sheriffs'Education
and Trainins Standards Commission- who shall keeo all information obtained oursuant to this
section confidential to the North Carolina Sheriffs' Education and Training Standards

Commission. A criminal history report obtained as provided in this section is not a public record
tt

SECTION 11. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections and

appointments to the office of sheriff on or after that date.
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HOUSE BILL 851

Short Title: Delay Decertification/Certain Voting Machines. (Public)
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Sponsors: Representative Howard.

For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina Generql Assembly web site.

Referred to: Elections and Ethics Law, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the
House

April 18,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO DELAY THE REQUIRED DECERTIFICATION OF VOTING MACHINES.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Section 3.11 of S.L.2018-13 reads as rewritten:
''SECTIoN3.11.(a)Section30.8ofasamendedbySection

6(a) of S.L.2015-103, reads as rewritten:
"SECTION 30.8. Any direct record electronic (DRE) voting systems currently certified by

theStateBoardofElectionsffihichdonotusepaperballotsshallbe
decertifiedandshallnotbeusedinanyelectionheldonorafter
202l.Decertification of a DRE voting system that does not use paper ballots may not be appealed

to the Superior Court of Wake County pursuant to G.S. 163A-l I l5(d)."
SEcTIoN3.11.(b)Section30.9ofsamendedbySection

6(b) of S.L.2015-103, reads as rewritten:
"SECTION 30.9. This Part becomes effective for

counties that use direct record electronic voting machines.""
SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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SENATE BTLL I24

Short Title: Small Town Mixed Beverage Election Reqs. (Public)

Sponsors: Senator J. Alexander (Primary Sponsor).
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Referred to: Rules and Operations of the Senate

February 26,2019

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO AMEND THE REQUIREMENTS THAT MUST BE MET BEFORE CERTAIN

SMALL TOWNS MAY HOLD A MIXED BEVERAGE ELECTION.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. G.S. 18B-600(e3) reads as rewritten:
"(e3) Small Town Mixed Beverage Elections. - A town may hold a mixed beverage election

if the town (j)has at least 200 registered veters.an+yg19l&-is located in a county bordering the

NeuseRiverandPamlicoSoundthathasnotapprovedthesaleofmixed@
andthatcountyhasonlyonecitythathasapprovedthesaleofmixed@
(ii) has at least 200 registered voters. has a total area of less than one square mile" operates an

ABC store. and is located in a county that has at least three cities that have approved the sale of
mixed beverases. Provided, that if a town that qualifies for an election under this subsection

approves the sale of mixed beverages, mixed beverages permittees in the town may purchase

liquor from the ABC store designated by any local ABC board in any other city that has approved

the sale of mixed beverages."
SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSD OF REPRESENTATIVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

F'AVORABLE AND RE-REFERRED

HB 851 Delay Decertification/Certain Voting Machines.
Draft Number: None

Recommended Refenal:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
Howard

HB 863

SB I24

Qualifi cations for Sheriff/Expunctions.
Draft Number: None

Recommended Referal:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
McNeill

Small Town Mixed Beverage Election Reqs.

Draft Number: None

Recommended Referal:
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

None
No
Barnes

TOTAL REPORTED:3
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF' REPRESENTATIVES

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS LAW COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Holly Grange, Co-Chair
Representative Destin Hall, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE COM SUB NO. 2, UNFAVORABLE COM SUB NO. 1 AND RE-REFERRED

HB 481 (CS#l) Voter Initiative for Beaufort County.
DraftNumber: H48I-PCS10695-TC-44

Recommended Refenal
Long Title Amended:
Floor Manager:

No
None

Kidwell

TOTAL REPORTED: I
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Rep. Fisher Rep. Floyd Rep. Hanig Rep. Hardister

Rep. Harrison Rep. Holley Rep. Jackson Rep. Lewis

Rep. McNeill Rep. Riddell Rep. Russell Rep. Speciale

Rep. Szoka Rep.Willingham

Pursuant to House Rules 26(e) and 25(f), the Chair of the Committee on Rules, Calendar and Operations of the House, the

Speaker Pro Tempore, the Majority Leader, and the Deputy Majority Leader are ex officio members of each standing committee

and permanent subcommittee with the right to vote. The previous sentence does not apply to the Standing Committee on Ethics'

For the purposes of determining a quorum, when serving only as ex officio members, these members shall be counted among the

membership of the committee or subcommittee only when present.
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Updated #1: Time Change to 9 AM

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIF'ICATION

2OT9.2O2O SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows

DAY & DATE: Wednesday, May 27,2020
TIME: 9:00 AM
LOCATION: 1228/1327 LB
COMMENTS: Rep. Grange presiding - Virtual Meeting
In accordance with the latest guidance from the Center for Disease Control and the North
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, and the building rules of the North Carolina
General Assembly, the House Committee Name, members will have the option to attend remotely
to minimize the gathering of Members and staff. Members of the public are requested to comply
with the guidance from the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services and the
Centers for Disease Control by complying with social distancing guidelines and seating for 50

percent of room capacity or listening to a live stream audio via the NCGA committee website link
by using committee room number 1228 of the Legislative Building. Additional video links are
posted at ncleg.gov.

The following bills will be considered

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE
HB I 169 Bipartisan Elections Act of 2020.

SPONSOR
Representative Grange
Representative Dahle
Representative D. Hall
Representative Harrison





NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF' REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIF'ICATION

2019-2020 sEssIoN

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:
COMMENTS:
preside.

BILL NO.
HB 1169

Wednesday, May 27,2020
11:30 AM
1228/1327 LB
House Elections and Ethics Law will reconvene at L1:30 AM. Rep. Grange will

In accordance with the latest guidance from the Center for Disease Control and the North
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, and the building rules of the North Carolina
General Assembly, the Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House will meet remotelyo not in
person, to minimize the gathering of Members and staff. Members of the public are requested to
comply with the guidance from the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services

and the Centers for Disease Control by listening or watching remotely. The public will be able to
listen to a live stream audio via the NCGA committee website link by using committee room
number 1228 of the Legislative Building. Additional video links are posted at ncleg.gov.

The following bills will be considered:

SHORT TITLE
Bipartisan Elections Act of 2020.

SPONSOR
Representative Grange
Representative Dahle
Representative D. Hall
Representative Harrison
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House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law
Wednesday, May 2712020 at 9:00 AM

Room 122811327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Elections and Ethics Law met at 9:00 AM on May 27,2020 in Room

122811327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Grange, Hall, Warren, Adams, Ball,
Batch, Blackwell, Brockman, Dahle, Davis, Faircloth, Fisher, Floyd, Hanig, Hardister, Harrison,

Holley, Jackson, Lewis, McNeill, Riddell, Russell, Speciale, Szoka, and Willingham attended.

Representative Holly Grange, Chair, presided.

Introduction of Sergeant-at-Arms and House pages.

The following bills were considered

HB 1169 Bipartisan Elections Act of 2020. (Representatives Grange, I)ahle, D. Hall'
Harrison)

Rep. Grange explained House Bill 1169, Elections2020 to Members of the Committee.

Rep. Grange stated that an estimated distribution of HB 1169 funds by county would be

distributed to members (see attachment 1.)

Karen Hammons Blanks was recognizedto explain the appropriations portion of the Bill.

Rep. Dahle was recognized to comment on HB 1169 and spoke in support of the Bill and stated

that the Bill is an effort to make sure that everyone in North Carolina who wants to vote, can

vote.

Rep. Hanison was recognized to speak on the Bill. She stated the Bill addressed many of the

concerns that the State Board of Elections sent to them and the Bill would provide for a safer

election and protect the health of citizens.

Rep. Warren was recognized to ask a question about the Bill to which Erika Churchill responded.

Rep. McNeill was recognized to speak and asked how Members listening in remotely would
obtain the amendments that would be heard in the second meeting. Rep. Hall responded that they
would receive them by e-mail.

Rep. Floyd was recognizedto speak on the Bill. He stated he has a concem that the bill does not
require enough witnesses during the voting process. Rep. Grange responded that the number of
witnesses the Bill requires only applies to the 2020 Election due to health concerns because of
the Pandemic.



)



:_

Rep. Lewis was recognized to speak. He wanted to remind Members that HB 1169 is atrue
bipartisan bill and there are a lot of important policies in the Bill. Rep. Lewis continued to

explain parts of the Bill.

Rep. Adams was recognized to speak on the Bill and expressed his concern that the bill does not

require enough witnesses during the voting process.

Rep. Brockman was recognized to speak and asked a question with Section 8A. Rep. Lewis

responded.

Rep. Warren was recognized to make a comment about Section 8A.

Rep. Harrison was recognized. Rep. Harrison made a comment about the witness requirement

and stated that with the Pandemic it may be nearly impossible to require two witnesses in
November.

The Committee adjourned at 9:37 AM.

Committee convened at 1l AM.

Rep. Grange recognized Rep. Lewis to explain Amendment H1169-ABK-59 [v.4] (see

attachmert2.)

There was no discussion on the Amendment.

The Amendment was adopted.

Rep. Dahle was recognized for a motion on HB 1169.

HB 1169 was adopted.

The meeting adjourned at l1:40 AM.

VE Chair J K. Almquist, Committee Clerk
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May22,2020

1 A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
2 AN ACT TO MAKE VARIOUS CHANGES TO THE LAWS RELATED TO ELECTIONS

3 AND TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS IN
4 RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC.
5 The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

6 SECTION 1.(a) For an election held in z\zo,notwithstanding G.S. 163-229(b) and

7 G.S. I63-231(a), and provided all other requirements for absentee ballots are met, a voter's

8 returned absentee ballot shall be accepted and processed accordingly by the county board of
9 elections if the voter marked the ballot in the presence of at least onq person who is at least 18

10 years of age and is not disqualified by G.S, 163-226.3(aXa) or G.S. 163-237(c),provided that the

11 person signed the application and certificate as a witness and printed that person's name and

12 uddt.ss on the container-return envelope. For an election held in 2020, notwithstanding

13 G.S. 163-229(b), the State Board of Elections may prepare applications for each container-return

14 envelope providing for a space for the identification of one person witnessing the casting of the

15 absentee ballot in accordance with G.S. 163-231, that person's signatures, and that person's

16 printed name and address.

17 SECTION 1.(b) For an election held in 2020, notwithstanding G.S. 163-42(b), in
18 making appointments of the precinct assistants for each precinct in a county, the county board of
lg elections shall ensure thatatleast one precinct assistant is a registered voter ofthe precinct, but

20 may appoint registered voters from other precincts of the same county as precinct assistants for
2I the remaining positions if there are aninsufficient number of precinct assistants who reside within
22 the precinct to fill all positions for the precinct, provided that the registered voter meets all

23 qualifications to be a precinct assistant other than residence. For an election held in 2020,

24 notwithstanding G.S. 163-41(c), the county board of elections shall ensure that at least one

25 position of chiefjudge or judge is a registered voter of the precinct, but may appoint a registered

26 voter from other precincts of the same county to filI the other two positions of chief judge or

27 judge in a precinct.
28 SECTION 1.(c) For an election held in 2020, any individual working as part of a
29 multipartisan team trained and authorized by the county board of elections pursuant to
30 G.S. 163-226.3 may assist any voter in the completion of a request form for absentee ballots or

31 in delivering a completed request form for absentee ballots to the county board of elections.

32 SECTION 1.(d) This section becomes effective July 1, 2020, and expires December

33 31,2020.

I il]il til lilll ililrilil ril ilil lil llill lil lil*H1169-V-1*



\



1

2
J

4
5

6

7
8

9

10

11

t2
13

14

15

16

L7

18

t9
20
2l
22
23

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
JJ

34
35
36
37

39
40
4L

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

38

General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2019

SECTION 2.(a) For an election held in 2020, notwithstanding G.S. 163-230.2, a

completed written request for absentee ballots may be delivered either in person or by mail,
e-mail, or fax, to the county board of elections by the voter, the voter's near relative or verifiable
legal guardian, or any individual working as part of a multipartisan team trained and authorized

Uy ttre county board of elections pursuant to G.S. 163-226.3. A request for absentee ballots shall

be valid if it is returned to the county board of elections through one of the following methods:

(i) hand-delivered to the county board of elections by a person listed in G.S. 163-230.2(c), (ii)
mailed to the county board by the United States Postal Service, or a designated delivery service

authorizedpursuant to 26 U.S.C. $ 7502(0(2),by a person listed in G.S. 163-230.2(c), or (iii)
e-mailed or faxed to the county board of elections by a person listed in G.S. 163-230.2(c).

SECTION 2.(b) No later than August 1,2020, the Department of Health and Human

Services and the State Board of Elections shall develop and submit a report to the Joint
Legislative Oversight Committee on General Government, the Joint Legislative Elections

Oversight Committee, and the Governor detailing how to safely allow any individual working as

part of a multipartisan team trained and authorized by the county board of elections pursuant to

G.S. 163-226.3 to access a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or rest home in this State that is under
quarantine in order to assist voters within those facilities in requesting, voting, or returning the

voter's absentee ballot.
SECTION 3.(a) G.S. I63-229(b), as amended by S.L. 20t9-239, reads as rewritten:

"(b) Application on Container-Return Envelope. - In time for use not later than 60 days

before a statewide general election in an even-numbered year, and not later than 50 days before

a statewide primary, other general election or county bond election, the county board of elections

shall print a sufficient number of envelopes in which persons casting absentee ballots may

transmit their marked ballots to the county board of elections. Howevero in the case of municipal
elections, sufficient container-return envelopes shall be made available no later than 30 days

before an election. Each container-return envelope shall have printed on it an application which
shall be designed and prescribed by the State Board, providing for all of the following:

(1) The voter's certification of eligibility to vote the enclosed ballot and of having
voted the enclosed ballot in accordance with this Part.

(2) A space for identification of the envelope with the voter and the voter's
signature.

(3) A space for the identification of the two persons witnessing the casting of the

absentee ballot in accordance with G.S. 163-231, those persons' signatures,
and those petsons' addresses.

(4) A space for the name and address of any person who, as permitted under
G.S. I63-226.3(a), assisted the voter if the voter is unable to complete and
sign the certification and that individual's signature.

(5) A space for approval by the county board ofelections.
(6) A space to allow reporting of a change of name as provided by

G.S. 163-82.16.
(7) A prominent display of the unlawful acts under G.S.I63-226.3 and

G.S.163-275, except if there is not room on the envelope, the State Board
may provide for that disclosure to be made on a separate piece of paper to be

included along with the container-retum envelope.
(8) An area to attach additional documentation necessary to comply with the

identification requirements in accordance with State Board rules, as provided
in G.S. 163-230.1.

P) A bar code or other unique identifier to allow both the county board of
elections and the voter to track the ballot following return of the voted ballot
to the county board of elections by the voter.
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1 The container-return envelope shall be printed in accordance with the instructions of the State

2 Board, which shall prohibit the display of the voter's party affiliation on the outside of the

3 container-refurnenvelope."
4 SECTION 3.(b) This section becomes effective September l,2020, and applies to

5 elections held on or after that date.

6 SECTION 4. G.S. 163-230.1(0, as amended by S.L. 2019-239, reads as rewritten:

7 "(f) Required Meeting of County Board of Elections. - During the period commencing on

8 the tmfifth Tuesday before an election, in which absentee ballots are authorrzed, the county

9 board of elections shall hold one or more public meetings each Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. for the

10 purpose of action on applications for absentee ballots. At these meetings, the county board of
1 1 elections shall pass upon applications for absentee ballots.
12 If the county board of elections changes the time of holding its meetings or provides for
t3 additional meetings in accordance with the terms of this subsection, notice of the change in hour

14 and notice of the schedule of additional meetings, if any, shall be published in a newspaper

15 circulated in the county at least 30 days prior to the election.

16 At the time the county board of elections makes its decision on an application for absentee

17 ballots, the board shall enter in the appropriate column in the register of absentee requests,

18 applications, and ballots issued opposite the name of the applicant a notation of whether the

19 applicant's application was "Approved" or "Disapproved".
20 The decision of the board on the validity of an application for absentee ballots shall be final
2l subject only to such review as may be necessary in the event of an election contest. The county

22 board of elections shall constitute the proper official body to pass upon the validity of all
23 applications for absentee ballots received in the county; this function shall not be performed by
24 the chair or any other member of the board individually."
25 SECTION 5. G.S. I63-230.2(a), as amended by S.L. 2019-239, reads as rewritten:
26 "(a) Valid Types of Written Requests. - A completed written request form for absentee

27 ballots as required by G.S. L63-230.1 is valid only if it is on a form created by the State Board
28 and signed by the voter requesting absentee ballots or that voter's near relative or verifiable legal
29 guardian. The State Board shall make the blank request form available at its offices, online, and

30 in each county board of elections office, andthatblank request form may be reproduced. A voter
31 malz call a count.'r board of elections office and request that the blank request form be sent to the

32 voter b.'l mail" e-mail" or fax. The request form created by the State Board shall require at least

33 the following information:
34 (1) The name and address of the residence of the voter.
35 (2) The name and address of the voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian

36 if that individual is making the request.

37 (3) The address of the voter to which the application and absentee ballots are to
38 be mailed if different from the residence address of the voter.
39 (4) One of the following:
40 a. The number of the applicant's North Carolina drivers license issued

4I under Article 2 of Chapter 20 of the General Statutes, including a.

42 learner's permit or a provisional license.
43 b. The number of the applicant's special identification card for
44 nonoperators issued under G.5.20-37.7.
45 c. The last four digits of the applicant's social security number.
46 (5) The voter's date of birth.
47 (6) The signature of the voter or of the voter's near relative or verifiable legal
48 guardian if that individual is making the request.

49 (7) A clear indicator of the date the election generating the request is to be held,

50 except for annual calendar year requests in accordance with G.S. 163-226(b)."
51 SECTION 6. G.S. 163-27.1 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
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"(0 Under no circumstances shall the Executive Director or the State Board of Elections

have the authority to do any of the following:

0) Deliver absentee ballots to an eligible voter who did not submit a valid written
a inG

G.S. 1 230.2.

@ Order an election to be conducted using all mail-in absentee ballots."
SECTION 7.(g Article 20 of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes is amended by

adding a new section to read:
tt

(a) Notwithstanding G.S. 163-230. 1 and G.S. 163-230.2. a qualified voter who is eligible
s. 1

section in lieu of the completed written request on a form established bg the State Board. All
nfhe.r' ntnrricinnc in li Q 1A?-r?n onA G.S 161-) ?A ,) clrall onnlrr

G) The State Board shall establish a secure Internet Web site to permit individuals
described in subsection (a) of this section to submit an online request for absentee ballots. The
Tnfpmct \tr/ph site must ko ohlo ln ltqnlz +ho ID o.{ ,{-^.. 

^f 
ttrh^ o^^ooooo ^ \I/^L ^:+^ 'l'L^

Web site must require that the voter or the voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian orovide
all of the following information:

(1) All information required for a valid written request for absentee ballots in
G.S. 163-230.2.

(D An elechonic signature. as defined in G.S. 66-312 of the Uniform Electronic
Transaction Act. of the voter. or the near relative or verifiable lesal
guardian. if requesting on the voter's behalf.

(q) Uoon receipt of an online request for absentee ballots. the State Board shall submit
the request to the board of elections in which the voter The countv board of
elections shall process the online request in the same manner as processing a completed written
request for absentee ballots submitted under G.S. 163-230.1."

SECTION 7.(b) Notwithstanding Article 3 of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes,

the State Board of Elections is not required to comply with initial purchase and contract
requirements for establishing or securing the Internet Web site for online requests for absentee

ballots as required by subsection (a) of this section. This exemption expires December 31,2020,
SECTION 7.(c) This section is effective when it becomes law. The State Board of

Elections shall have the secure Internet Web site available to voters to submit an online request
for absentee ballots by September 1,2020.

SECTION 8.(a) G.S. 163-237 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

"(d7) Sending of Unrequested Absentee Ballot. - Any person serving on the State Board or
on anlz countv board of elections" or any employee of the State Board or a county board of
elections. who knowingly sends or delivers an absentee ballot to any person who has not
requested an absentee ballot in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 163 shall be guiltv
ofaClasslfelony."

SECTION 8.(b) This section becomes effective July 1, 2020, and applies to offenses
committed on or after that date.

SECTION 9. G.S. 20-37.7(d) reads as rewritten:
"(d) Expiration and Fee. - A special identification card issued to a person for the first time

under this section expires when a drivers license issued on the same day to that person would
expire. A special identification card renewed under this section expires when a drivers license
renewed by the card holder on the same day would expire. The Division shall offer renewal of a
special identification card in person and online on the Division's Web site.

SECTION 10. G.S. 163-166.16(a) reads as rewritten:

House Bill 1169*-First EditionPage 4

il





General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2019

"(a) Photo Identification Required to Vote. - When a registered voter presents to vote in
person, the registered voter shall produce any ofthe following forms of identification that contain

a photograph ofthe registered voter:

(2) Any of the following, regardless of whether the identification contains a

printed expiration or issuance date:

a. A military identification card issued by the United States government.

b. A Veterans Identification Card issued by the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs for use at Veterans Administration medical

facilities.
c. A tribal enrollment card issued by a State or federal recognized tribe.

d. An identification card issued by a department. agencv. or entitlr of the

United States government or this State for a government program of
public assistance.

il

SECTION 11.1.(a) There is appropriated the sum of ten million nine hundred

eighty-seven thousand two hundred ninety-five dollars ($10,987,295) in federal Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, P.L. 116-136, funds and the sum of two million
one hundred twenty thousand four hundred ninety-seven dollars (52,120,497) as the required
match from the State General Fund to the State Board of Elections, Budget Code 28025, for the

2020-2021fiscal year to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus pandemic during
the 2020 federal election cycle. Of the funds appropriated under this section, the State Board of
Elections shall use four hundred twenty-four thousand dollars ($424,000) to establish an online
portal for absentee ballot requests.

SECTION 11.1.(b) The State Board of Elections shall allocate the remaining funds

appropriated under subsection (a) of this section to counties for county boards of elections as

follows:
(1) A base grant of$30,000 to tier one counties.
(2) A base grant of $25,000 to tier two counties.
(3) A base grant of$20,000 to tier three counties.
(4) $400,000 to be allocated on a per registered voter basis for counties in which

2020 second primary elections were conducted after March 10,2020.
(5) $6,000,000 for early one-stop voting-related expenses to counties based on

the number of registered voters as of May 8, 2020, on a per registered voter
basis, that adopt uniform early one-stop voting plans that include satellite
location operations with weekday hours from 8:00 A.M. to 7:30 P.M. If no
satellite voting locations are available, the funds may be used to support early
one-stop voting operations at county boards ofelections or alternate sites as

follows:
a. $2,000,000 to tier one counties.
b. $2,000,000 to tier two counties.
c. $2,000,000 to tier three counties.

For purposes of this section, tier one, tier two, and tier three counties shall have the same

designations as those established by the N.C. Department of Commerce's 2020 County Tier
Designations pursuant to G.S. L43B-437.08.

SECTION 11.1.(c) After funding the required allocations under subsections (a) and
(b) of this section, the State Board of Elections shall allocate any remaining funds to counties on
a per registered voter basis for expenses eligible under the CARES Act.

SECTION 11.1.(d) Base grants allocated to county boards of elections under
subdivisions (bxl) through (bX3) of this section shall be used to address the coronavirus
pandemic, including, but not limited to, the following:
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(1)

(2)

Providing for increased postage costs for mail-in absentee ballots sent out by
the county board of elections.
Ensuring an adequate number of poll workers bV (i) use of advertising or
public awareness campaigns or (ii) offering incentive compensation and other
pay increases.

(3) Recruiting members and promoting the use of multipartisan assistance teams.

SECTION 11.1.(e) Funds appropriated under this section shall be used in accordance

with this section and the requirements and limitations set forth in the federal CARES Act.

SECTION 11.2.(a) There is appropriated the sum of eleven million six hundred

seventy-seven thousand four hundred forty-one dollars (81I,677 ,441) from federal Help America

Vote Act (HAVA) funds and the sum of two million three hundred thirty-five thousand four
hundred eighty-eight dollars ($2,335,488) as the required match from the State General Fund to

the State Board of Elections, Budget Code 28025, for the 2020-202I fiscal year. There is created

within Budget Code 28025 a new fund code to be titled "County Reimbursement Account" to
reimburse counties for eligible HAVA expenses. The State Board of Elections shall ensure timely
reimbursement to counties for election costs related to eligible HAVA expenses. In reimbursing
the counties, no county shall receive more than two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) in
reimbursement for eligible HAVA expenses, and each county shall be entitled to ten thousand

dollars ($10,000) in reimbursements for eligible HAVA expenses. As a condition of receiving
reimbursement under this subsection, the State Board of Elections shall require counties to certify
that HAVA funds will not be used to supplant county funds. The State Board of Elections may
make bulk purchases from the "County Reimbursement Account" for items on the counties'

collective behalf.
SECTION 11.2.(b) The State Board of Elections may use a portion of the funds

appropriated under subsection (a) of this section as follows:
(1) $138,000 to acquire a more secure system for the delivery and return of

uniformed and overseas citizen absentee ballots.
(2) $868,000 to fund security improvements at the State Board of Elections.
(3) $100,000 to assemble Attack Response Kits to be deployed to county boards

of elections, as needed, for continuity of operations following cyber attacks.

(4) $300,000 for bar code scanners used in polling locations statewide to ensure

acctrate ballot style distribution during elections.
(5) $629,000 to purchase multiple high-speed ballot tabulators to be deployed to

county boards ofelections, as needed, for disaster recovery or continuity of
operations.

(6) $605,000 to invest in increased ballot-on-demand capacity for county boards
of elections for disaster recovery or continuity of operations.

(7) $456,000 to acquire software to modernize the State Board of Elections help
desk and add a chatbot feature to its Web site and train staff on the use ofboth.

(8) $250,000 for statewide advertising to inform the public of election law
changes and other procedures in response to the coronavirus pandemic.

SECTION 11.2.(c) Any federal HAVA funds unspent on June 30,2021, shall revert
to Budget Code 28025 and shall remain until appropriated by the General Assembly. Any
remaining State match funds appropriated in this section shall revert in accordance with
G.S. 143C-1-2.

SECTION 11.3.(a) Counties shall coordinate with local political parties within their
jurisdictions to enhance or maintain the partisan balance of election day workers.

SECTION 11.3.(b) The State Board of Elections, in collaboration with counties,
shall coordinate with the Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management, on
the purchase and distribution of personal protective equipment to be deployed to counties for
their county boards of elections pursuant to Sections 11.1 through 11.3 of this act.
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SECTION 11.3.(c) The State Board of Elections, after consultation with the U.S'

Election Assistance Commission, shall provide counties with lists of example expenses eligible

under HAVA and the CARES Act.
SECTION 11.3.(d) The State Board of Elections shall submit a report to the Joint

Legislative Elections Oversight Committee and the Fiscal Research Division on the use of the

funds appropriated under Sections I I .1 through 1 1.3 of this act no later than February I, 2027 '

Counties receiving funds pursuant to Sections 1 1.1 through 1 1.3 of this act shall provide the State

Board of Elections the following information to include in its report:

(1) Funding used to expand early one-stop voting and mail-in absentee ballots.

(2) Funding used to address the coronavirus pandemic, including personal

protective equipment, social distancing tools, and cleaning and sanitizing

suPPlies.
(3) Funding used to ensure adequate staffing and volunteers through use of

advertising or public awareness campaigns or by offering incentive

compensation and other pay increases.

(4) Funding used to deploy and support multipartisan assistance teams.

(5) Other items deemed necessary by the State Board of Elections to ensure that

counties used funds in accordance with the U.S. Election Assistance

Commission and other federal requirements'
SECTION 12. Except as otherwise provided, this act is effective when it becomes

law.
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HOUSE BILL 11692
Elections 2020.

20 I 9-2020 General Assemhly

Committee: House Elections and Ethics Law. If favorable, Date: May 27,2020
re-refer to Rules, Calendat, and Operations of
the House

Introduced by: Reps. Grange, Dahle, D. Hall, Harrison Prepared by: Erika Churchill &
Analysis of: First Edition Jessica Sammons,

Staff Attorneys

OWRWEIA: House Bill 1169 would do thefollowing:

o For the 2020 general election, allow for one witness for the casting of absentee hallots, provide

flexibility in the fitting of positions for precinct officials, provide for votet assistance by

individuals working as part of multipartisan teams, and allow for completed absentee request

forms to be e-mailed orfoxed to county boards of elections.

o Require the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the State Board of
Elections (State Board) to develop a report on how to safely allow individuals working as part
of multipartisan teams to assist voters residing in a quarantined care facility in requesting,

voting, or returning an absentee ballol

. Require applicutions for absentee ballots to have a bar code sllowing the co,unty board of
elections and the voter to track a voted ballot following its return to the county board.

t Provide an additional two weeks for county board.s of elections to approve applications for
absentee ballots.

o Clarif! that voters may call a county board of elections and request a blank absentee ballot
request form be sent to the voter by mail, e-mail, or fax-

o Provide that the State Board or its Executive Director cannot deliver absentee ballots to a voter

who did not submit a valid requestform or order an election using all mail-in ubsentee ballots.

o Reqaire the State Board to create an online portal for voters to submit online reqaests for
absentee ballots by September 1' 2020.

o Create a Class I felony for any person serving on or employed by the State Board or a counV
board of elections to knowingly send or deliver an unrequested absentee ballot,

o Allowfor special identijication cards for nonoperators issued by the Division of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) to be renewed online,

o Allow for government-issued public ussistance cards to be uccepted for photo identiJication for
voting idenffication.

. Appropriatefunds to the State Board of Elections to respond to COWD-I9.

' Karen Cochrane-Brown
Director tililruiluiluil[|tl[fiilililil[]ililltililruilililtillil||ilil||il]uil|il

Legislative Analysis
Division
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CURRENT LAW & BILL ANALYSIS:

Section 1(a): G.S. 163-231 requires voters voting by absentee ballot to mark the ballot in the presence of
tt"o q*tned witnesses. The two witnesses must sign and indicate their address on the absentee

application and certifi cate.

For the 2020 general election only, Section 1(a) would allow for mail-in absentee ballots to be marked in

the presenc" of on. qualified witness. That witness would be required to sign and print his or name and

addiess on the absentee application and certificate. The State Board may prepare applications for the

container-refurn envelope in accordance with the requirement for only one witness.

Section 1(b): Each county board of elections must appoint one person to act as chiefjudge and two other

p*r"nr t" *t as judges of election for each precinct in that county. In its discretion, each county board

is authorized to appoint two or more assistants for each precinct to aid the chiefjudge and judges. G.S.

163-141(c) requires that, when making appointments for chiefjudge and judge for each precinct, residents

of the precinct must be appointed to at least two of the three positions. G.S. 163-42(b) requires that, in
making appointments for precinct assistants, residents of the precinct must be appointed to a majority of
the positions.

For the 2020 general election only, Section 1(b) would require only one of the three positions of chief
judge andjudge ofa precinct to be a resident ofthe precinct, and only one ofthe precinct assistants to be

a resident of the precinct. All other positions may be filled by nonresidents of the precinct who meet all

other qualifications.

Section L(c): For the 2020 general election only, Section 1(c) would allow any individual working as part

of a multipartisan team trained and authorizedby a county board of elections team to assist any voter in

completing a request form for mail-in absentee ballots or in delivering the completed request form to the

county board.

Section 2(a): G.S. 163-230.2 requires that a completed written request for mail-in absentee ballots must

be returned to the county board of elections by only the voter, the voter's near relative or verifiable legal

guardian, or a member of a multipartisan team trained and authorized by the county board, or via the

United States Postal Service or other designated delivery service.

For any election held in 2020, including June second primary elections, Section 2(a) would allow for
completed written request for absentee ballots to be returned to the county board by hand-delivery, mail,

e-mail, or fax by the voter, the voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian, or a member of a
multipartisan team.

Section 2(b): Would require DHSS and the State Board to submit a report, by August I, 2020, to the

Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on General Government, the Joint Legislative Elections Oversight
Committee, and the Governor on how to safely allow any individual working as part of a multipartisan
team to access a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or rest home that is under quarantine to assist voters within
those facilities in requesting, voting, and returning an absentee ballot.

Section 3: Would require the State Board to include on each container-return envelope for mail-in
absentee ballots a bar code or other unique identifier allowing the voted ballot to be tracked upon return

by the voter by both the county board of elections and the voter, effective for all elections held on or after

September I,2020.

Section 4: G.S. 163-230.1(0 requires a county board of elections to hold one or more public meetings

each Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. for the purpose of acting on applications for absentee ballots, beginning on the
third Tuesday before the election. At these meetings, the county board must determine whether the
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container-return envelope has been properly executed. If so, the county board must approve the

application and allow for the envelope to be opened and the ballot to be counted at the designated time.

Section 4 would change the time period for these public meetings to be held to begin on the fifth Tuesday

before the election, giving an additional two weeks for the county board to approve or disapprove the

applications for absentee ballots.

Section 5: G.S. 163-230.2 requires the written request forms for mail-in absentee ballots to be available

to voters at the State Board, each county board of elections, and online.

Section 5 would clarify that the request form available online and in offices is a blank request form, and

would allow for a voter to call a county board and request that the blank request form be sent to the voter

by mail, e-mail, or fax.

Section 6: Would provide that the State Board, or its Executive Director, has no authority to deliver mail-

i" uUr.ttt"" ballots to any eligible voter who did not submit a valid request form or to order an all mail-in
absentee ballot election.

Would require the State Board to establish, by September 1, 2020, a secure online portal fors 7z

qualified voters to submit the request for mail-in absentee ballots. This online portal would be required

to comply with the following;

that is required for a valid written request for absentee ballots.

signature.

The State Board would not be required to comply with initial purchase and contract requirements for
establishing this online portal. This exemption would expire December 3I,2020.

Section 8: G.S. 163-237 contains various felony criminal offenses regarding absentee ballot law.

o Selling or attempting to sell, or purchasing or agreeing to purchase, a completed written
request, a completed application for absentee ballots, or voted absentee ballots.

o Compensating another, or accepting compensation, based on the number of returned

written requests for absentee ballots.

o Attempting to vote by fraudulently signing the name of a qualified voter.

o Intentionally failing to deliver or intentionally destroying a completed written request,

completed application for absentee ballots, or voted absentee ballots.

o Copying or otherwise retaining a request for absentee ballots, a completed application for
absentee ballots, or any identifying information disclosed in a request or application, by
any person other than the voter or near relative or verifiable legal guardian of that voter.

o Stealing, releasing, or possessing the official register of mail-in requests for absentee

ballots prior to the opening of the polls on election day, for any purpose other than the

conduct ofbusiness at the county board.
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Section 8 would create a new Class I felony for any person serving on the State Board or on any county

board of elections, or an employee of the State Board or any county board, to knowingly send or deliver

an absentee ballot to any person who has not validly requested an absentee ballot, effective July I,2020.

Section 9: lndividuals may obtain a special identification card for nonoperators from the DMV which

."quit"r ttte same documentation of identity and residence as a NC drivers license. A special identification

caid expires at the same time a drivers license issued to the individual would expire, and can be renewed

by the Card holder at the DMV. The fee for a special identification card is waived for applicants who are

at least 17 years old.

A special identification card issued by the DMV that contains a photograph of the voter and that is valid

and unexpired is an acceptable form of photo identification for voting identification. (See Background.)

Section 9 would require the DMV to offer online renewal for special identification cards on the DMV's

Web site.

Section 10: G.S. 163-166.16 contains a list of acceptable forms of photo identification for voting

identification. (See B ackground.)

been expired for one year or less:

o NC drivers license.

o NC special identification card or other form of non-temporary ID issued by the DMV.

o U.S. passport.

o NC voter photo identification card'

o Tribal enrollment card issued by a state or federal recognized tribe.

o Student identification card issued by a constituent institution of The University of North
Carolina, a community college, or eligible private postsecondary institutions, if approved

by the State Board.

o Employee identification card issued by a state or local government entity, including a

charter school, if approved by the State Board.

o Drivers license or special identification card issued by another state, D.C., or a territory or

commonwealth of the US, only if the voter's voter registration was within 90 days of the

election.

. an expiration or issuance date:

o U.S. military identification card.

o Veterans Identification Card issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for use at

Veterans Administration medical facilities.

that was not expired on the day that the voter reached the age of 65'

Generally, if a voter fails to present appropriate photographic identification prior to voting, that voter
would be permitted to vote a provisional ballot, and provide the photographic identification prior to
canvass for that ballot to be counted. Three exceptions were established, each allowing the voter to vote a
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provisional ballot after completing the appropriate affidavit under penalty of perjury: (i) religious

objection; (ii) reasonable impediment; and (iii) natural disaster'

Voters voting mail-in absentee ballots are required to submit photo identification, or an affidavit for the

lack thereof, with the returned application and voted ballot.

Section 10 would add to the list of acceptable photo identifications for voting an identification card issued

by a department, agency, or entity of the federal government or NC for a government program of public

assistance, whether or not the identification contains a printed expiration or issuance date.

Section L1.L: Would appropriate federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act

frrds ,"d th" required State match to the State Board for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. Of the funds

appropriated, $424,000 would be required to be used by the State Board for establishing an online portal

foi absentee ballot requests, and the rest would be allocated to counties according to the counties'

designation as established by the NC Department of Comrnerce's 2020 County Tier Designations. Funds

would be required to be used to address the coronavirus pandemic, including the following:

elections.

or offering incentive compensation or other pay increases.

Section 11.2: Would appropriate federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA) funds and the required State

match to the State Board for the 2020-202I fiscal year. The State Board would be required to reimburse

counties for eligible HAVA expenses, up to $250,000 and no less than $10,000 in reimbursements' The

State Board would also be able to use a portion of these funds for various updates and improvements.

Section 1L.3: Would require the following:

election day workers.

CARES Act.

Research Division no later than February 1,2021, on the use of the funds appropriated in Sections

11.1through 11.3.

EFFECTM DATE: Except as otherwise provided, effective when it becomes law.

BACKGROUND: On December 31, 2019,inNAACP v. Cooper, the federal dishict court issued a
preliminary injunction, restraining the State Board from implementing any voter identification
requirements for the March 3 primary election. On February 18,2020,in Holmes v. Moore, a three-judge
panel of the North Carolina Court of Appeals issued a preliminary injunction, temporarily blocking North
Carolina's voter identification law from taking effect.





AtInrhme,l.IEstimated Distribution of HB 1169, Elections 2020 Funds by County

2020 Legislative Session

Counties

CARES Act
Totals

HAVA

Minimum
Sec. 11.2(a)

County Grand

Totals

I ANSON 63,242 10,000 73,242

2 BEAUFORT 90,385 10,000 100,385

3 BERTIE 53,756 1"0,000 63,756

4 BLADEN 75,640 10,000 85,640

5 CALDWELL 124,781 10,000 134,781

6 CASWELL 57,338 10,000 67,338

7 CHOWAN 48,272 10,000 58,272

8 CLEVELAND r47,278 10,000 157,278

9 COLUMBUS 95,029 L0,000 LO5,O29

10 CUMBERLAND 466,307 10,000 476,307

TL DUPLIN 84,393 10,000 94,393

L2 EDGECOMBE 93,909 10,000 103,909

13 GRAHAM 4I,97t 10,000 51,971

t4 GREENE 50,309 10,000 60,309

15 HALIFAX 97,265 10,000 r07,265

t6 HERTFORD 56,918 10,000 65,918

t7 HYDE 35,664 10,000 45,664

18 JONES 43,201 10,000 53,201

19 LENOIR 98,490 10,000 108,490

20 MARTIN 59,597 10,000 69,597

2t MITCHELL 51,430 10,000 67,430

22 NASH r52,206 10,000 162,206

23 NORTHAMPTON 55,047 10,000 65,047

24 ONSLOW 229,583 10,000 239,583

25 PASQUOTANK 80,465 L0,000 90,455

26 PERQUIMANS 46,505 10,000 56,505

27 PITT 252,739 10,000 262,739

28 POLK 61,908 10,000 71,908

29 ROBESON 183,L43 10,000 193,L43

30 ROCKINGHAM r38,t29 10,000 148,729

31 RUTHERFORD 120,108 10,000 130,108

32 SAMPSON 96,743 10,000 106,743

33 SCOTLAND 69,L04 10,000 79,104

34 TRANSYLVANIA 82,005 10,000 92,005

35 TYRRELL 34,168 10,000 44,168

36 VANCE 82,7L9 10,000 92,7L9

37 WARREN 54,066 L0,000 64,066

38 WASHINGTON 44,942 10,000 54,942

39 WAYNE 164,366 10,000 t74,366
40 WILKES to6,444 10,000 116,444

4t WILSON !32,146 10,000 1,42,146

Tier 1 Subtotal 4,t21,708 410,000 4,53t,7O8

Fiscal Research Division 0s/26/2020





Estimated Distribution of HB 1169, Elections 2020 Funds by County

2020 tegislative Session

Counties

CARES Act

Totals

HAVA

Minimum
Sec. 11.2(a)

County Grand

Totals

42 ALAMANCE 176,507 10,000 785,507

43 ALEXANDER 59,804 10,000 69,804

44 ALLEGHANY 35,519 10,000 45,519

45 ASHE 52,052 10,000 62,052

46 AVERY 44,406 10,000 54,406

47 BURKE !05,441 10,000 175,44L

48 CAMDEN 36,319 10,000 46,3t9

49 CARTERET 107,427 10,000 t71,427

50 CATAWBA 775,629 10,000 185,629

51 CHEROKEE 56,r79 10,000 66,179

52 CLAY 39,491 10,000 49,491

53 CRAVEN 126,533 10,000 136,533

54 DARE 66,436 10,000 76,436

55 DAVIDSON 182,052 10,000 t92,052

55 FORSYTH 403,384 10,000 413,384

57 FRANKLIN 89,798 10,000 99,798

58 GASTON 23L,676 10,000 241,676

59 GATES 36,608 10,000 46,608

60 GRANVILLE 80,369 10,000 90,369

6L GUILFORD 560,890 10,000 570,890

62 HARNETT 136,44L 10,000 146,44L

63 HOKE 70,077 10,000 80,o77

64 JACKSON 71,800 10,000 81,800

65 LEE 78,463 10,000 88,463

66 MACON 68,004 10,000 78,004

67 MADISON 52,330 10,000 62,330

68 MCDOWELL 7L,827 L0,000 9L,827

69 MONTGOMERY 48,549 10,000 58,549

70 PAMLICO 38,473 10,000 48,473

7L PERSON 63,172 10,000 73,172

72 RANDOLPH 155,756 10,000 165,756

73 RICHMOND 72,656 10,000 82,656

74 ROWAN 160,A24 10,000 t7a,o24
75 STANLY 85,191 10,000 95,191

76 STOKES 68,990 10,000 78,990

77 SURRY 90,184 10,000 100,L84

78 SWAIN 40,977 10,000 50,977

79 YADKIN 59,372 10,000 69,372

80 YANCEY 47,580 10,000 57,580

Tier 2 Subtotal 4,L40,386 390,000 4,530,386

81 BRUNSWICK 14L,020 10,000 151,020

82 BUNCOMBE 283,436 10,000 293,436

Fiscal Research Division os/26/2020





Estimated Distribution of HB IL69, Elections 2020 Funds by County

2020 Legislative Session

Counties

CARES ACt

Totals

HAVA

Minimum
Sec. 11.2(a)

County Grand

Totals

83 CABARRUS 178,889 10,00o 188,889

84 CHATHAM 8!,796 10,000 91,796

85 CURRITUCK 43,221 L0,000 53,221

86 DAVIE 53,760 10,000 63,760

87 DURHAM 279,235 10,000 289,235

88 HAYWOOD 78,326 10,000 88,326

89 HENDERSON t30,796 10,000 14a,796

90 IREDELL 158,328 L0,000 168,328

9L JOHNSTON 170,66t L0,000 180,661

92 LINCOLN 95,686 10,000 95,686

93 MECKLENBURG L,033,226 10,000 L,043,226

94 MOORE 98,429 10,000 r08,429

95 NEW HANOVER 210,810 10,000 220,810

96 ORANGE 144,756 10,000 154,756

97 PENDER 67,762 1.0,000 77,!62

98 UNION 234,750 10,000 244,750

99 WAKE 875,927 10,000 885,927

100 WATAUGA 7t,tL4 10,000 8!,114

Tier 3 subtotal 4,42L,33t 200,000 4,62L,33t

Subtotal, Funds to Counties* 12,683,426 1,000,000 13,683,426

Bo I a n ce to Di stri bute/ Rei m b u rse Co u nti e s 
* 366 9,666,929 9,667,295

Funds to State Board of Elections 424,OOO 3,346,000

subtotal t3,to7,792 14,ot2,929 23,35O,72L

Grand Total Funds Available in HB 1169 27,120,721

Notes/Source:

May 8, 2020 Voter Registrations; State Board of Elections website

2020 State Tier Rankings; Department of Commerce

Fiscal Research Division os/2612020
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House Bill 1169*

IAMENDMENTNO
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)H1169-ABK-59 [v.4]

Amends Title [NO]
First Edition

Date

Page 1 of3
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1
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9
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I2
I3
T4

15
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18

t9
20
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31

32

Representative Lewis

moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 15, by deleting "signatures" and substituting "signature";

and on page 1, line27, by deleting "precinct." and substituting "precinct, provided that the
registered voter meets all other qualifications to be a chiefjudge or judge other than residence.";

and onpage l, line 31, by deleting "elections." and substituting "elections, and may serve as a
witness for the casting of absentee ballots.";

and on page2,lines 11-18, by rewriting the lines to read:

"SECTION 2.(b) The Department of Health and Human Services and the State

Board of Elections shall develop aprogram to safely allow multipartisan teams to assist registered
voters within hospital, clinic, nursing homes, assisted living or other congregate living situations
in the 2020 elections during the COVID-l9 pandemic in accordance with law, as amended by
this act. Multipartisan teams, as used in this section, are those appointed and trained by the

county board of elections in accordance with this act and G.S. 163-226.3 and implementing
rules. No later than August I,2020, the Department and the State Board shall jointly submit a
report to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on General Government, the Joint
Legislative Elections Oversight Committee, and the Governor as to the details of the joint
program.

SECTION 2.(c) G.S. 163-2263 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

"(c) For the purposes of this section. a "multipartisan team" shall consist of at least two
resistered voters of the county. The two political parties having the highest number of affiliated
voters in the State" as reflected by the registration statistics published by the State Board on
Januar)' 1 of the current year. shall each be represented bv at least one team member of the party's
affiliation. If the team consists of more than two members- voters who are unaffiliated or

ilil]l]] til] il]ililil]ilrilil iln ilil l llllillffi lll lill lllll lillll lll llll*H1169-ABK-59-V-4*
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House Bill 1169*

H1169-ABK-59 [v.4]

AMENDMENTNO
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)

Page2 of3

affiliated with other political parties recognized by the State may be team members. If a county
board of elections finds an insufficient number of voters available to meet this requrirement. the
county board of elections. upon a unanimous vote of all of its sworn members. may aopoint an

unaffiliated team member to serve instead of a team member representing one of the two political
tttt;

and on page 3, line 31, by inserting "the State Board of Elections or" in between "9411" and "a
county";

and on page  ,line 37, by deleting rr@rr and substituting "member";

and on page 5, lines 28, 29, and 30, by deleting "grant" and substituting "allocation";

and on page 5, line 35, by rewriting the line to read:

"basis, that adopt uniform early one-stop voting plans in accordance with
G.S. 163-227 .6, inclttding satellite";

and on page 5, line 49, by deleting "grants allocated" and substituting "allocations";

and on page 6,lines 8-9, by inserting between those lines the following:

"SECTION 11.1.(0 As used in this section, a registered voter is a voter registered in
accordance with Article 7A of Chapter 1 63 of the General Statutes as of May 8, 2020 ." ;





NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
House Bill 1169*

H1169-ABK-59 [v.4]

AMENDMENT NO
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)

Page 3 of3

and on page 6,lines 45-46, by inserting between those lines the following:

"SECTION 11.2(d) The State Board of Elections shall report on any funds spent in
accordance with subsection (b) of this section in a confidential report to the chairs of the Joint
Legislative Oversight Committee on General Govemment and the Joint Legislative Elections
Oversight Committee. An initial report of expenditures shall be due no later than August 15,

2020, and a follow up on any additional expenditures shall be due no later than December 1,

2020. This report shall be confidential and shall not be a public record under Chapter 132 of the
General Statutes.";

and on pageT ,line 5, by deleting "Committee" and substituting "Committee, the Joint Legislative
Oversight Committee on General Government,".

1

2
J

4
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8
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10
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)\
Jul'tDSIGNED

SIGNED

ADOPTED

Amendment Sponsor

Committee Chair if Senate Committee Amendment

FAILED TABLED





House Bill 1169 Elections 2020 Public Comments for May 27th rrections and Ethics Law Committee Public Comments Report - LINC

CommentsAnswer to QuestionAddressDate Submitted Name

01:00 PM

05/26/2020 0'l:03 PM

05/2612020 01:03 PM

05/2612020 01:03 PM

1957 PATRICIA CLARK

Ms. Jan Sturgis

Dr. David Sices

Pamela Frome

5812 N BEAVER LANE, RALEIGH, NC
27604

True

1 Sunset Lane, Asheville, NC 28804 True

750 Weaver Dairy Rd. Apl. 140, chapel Hill, True
NC 27514

5417 Whisperwood Drive, Durham, NC True
27713

Voting is the foundation of our
democracy. we must do everything we
can to ensure access for all voters. I urge
you to expand HB1 1 69 with measures
thal:

allow more access to voter registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broaden access points for maiFin voting
requests by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank slatement or paycheck), and
expand safe irperson voting and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Early Voting plans that
best serve their communities.

Thank you.

Experts say record numbers of North
Carolina voters will lry to take advantage
of mail-in voling this year. Still more North
Carolinians will use in-person voting and
need sanitary, safe voting options that
allow for social distancing. Financial
assistance and changes to current rules
are needed for slate and local election
officials to begin the hard work of
planning for both.

But to get these reforms implemented in

time for the upcoming eleclion, our
lawmakers must immediately pass
legislation that provides for safe in-person
voting, expands access to voting-by-mail,
and provides a financial malch to release
critical, federal election funds to our
counties.

I feel very strongly that this bill should
pass!

To the House Elections and Ethics
Committee Members:

The House Elections and Ethics
commifiee needs to make amendments
.to HB 1169. There are so many unknowns
about what impact the pandemic will have
on our election, so HBl l 69 must provide

additional measures to make sure that
voters do not have to risk their health to
vote. ln addition to relaxing some poll
worker recruilment requirements, reducing
voteby-mail requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release crilical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB 1 1 69 musl do more to
protect voters, such as:

- remove the confusing photo voter lD
language that has already been blocked
by two separate courts, we should nol
have any requirements for photo lDs lo
vote in 2020;
-allow more access to vote registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines;



CommentsAnswer to QuestionAddressDate Submitted Name

05/26/2020 01:03 PM

05/26/2020 01:03 PM

05/26/2020 01:04 PM

Mrs Laurie Goldwasset

Ms Elizabeth Guy

Mrs. Edith Tugman

2204 Wilson St. Durham. NC 27705

216 Cherry Drive, Boone NC 28607

210 Old Franklin Grove Dr . Chapel Hill, NC True
27514

-broaden access points for mail-in voting
requests by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank stalement or paycheck or other
government-issued lD);
-expand safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibllity
back to the counties to make Eady Voting
plans that best serve their communilies;
-require the one-witness requirement to be
clearly indicated on the Absentee Ballot
Container Envelope; and
-allow the option of contactless drop box
returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes.

These additions would give NC a better
chance to avoid the mistakes of other
states that have unnecessarily exposed
voters to the deadly coronavirus. Cilizens
should not have to risk their lives in order
to vote.

As a North Carolina voters, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for NC
voters this month?

Thank you.

Voters should be able to request an
absenlee ballot by phone, email or fax.
Since over 70% of NC households have
fewer than 3 residents and we may be in
the midst of another surge in Covid cases,
only I witness should be required on the
ballot. Younger poll workers should be
recruited, trained and assigned according
to local needs. Voter regislration should
be offered online to all volers, notjust
those wilh driver's licenses. Postage
should be paid for the return of the
ballols. MAT volunteers should be offered
1o long term care facilities to enable their
residents voting. Polling places should
set aside times for at risk voters and
those thal may need more lime. Early
voting should be expanded to reduce the
lines and exposure to others.
Our older citizens have been hit hard by
the Coronavirus. They view voting not just
as a right, but an obligation. Everyeffort
should be made to accommodale them.

Please take aclion and pass the reforms
we need now lwant mail in voting.

As an elderly voter in a rural counry it
feels imperative thal we have the
resources lo guarantee our righl to vote. lt
is only 5 months to the general election
and for those of us that are vulnerable,
need to know we can vote safely.

I have just read HB 1 1 69. I applaud the
changes to requesting and returning the
requests for absentee ballots. I also
support the use of the bar code to track
returned ballots and the approval of the
matching state funds to receive the

True

True

05/26/2020 01:05 PM Ms. Caren Kessler 'I 14 Rusty Lane, Hendersonville, NC
28791

True
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05/26/2020 O1:08 PM

05/26/2020 01:08 PM

05/2612020 01:09 PM

Ms Dale Mendoza

Mr Joe Detaranto

Ms Juliette Pahl

ll6WhiteHorse Run, Bahama, NC27503 True

federal monies.

I think having places for lwo witness
signatures on the container return
envelope is misleading since the proposed
law requires only one witness signature. I

would requestlhatthe envelope clearly
indicate that ONE witness signature is
sufficient. I live alone and getting one
witness signature will be extremely
difflcult. I do not want people to be
confused and think lhey need two.

Also I object strongly to the inclusion of
the voter lD requirement for in-person
voting. Current court decisions have
halted the ability to require voter lD when
voting. I do not think the NC legislature
should flout the decisions of the courts.
Let lhe court process be completed.

I appreciate the generous amount oftime
that North Carolinians have for One Stop
voting, but I think counts BOES having
some flexibility to adjust hours to meet
local demands would be useful.

Finally, I am very concerned about the
limited options lhat people have to
register to vote before the general election
in the fall. what additional provisions can
you suggest so that people have access
to voter registration opportunities? we
need more publicity for the option
available online at lhe DOT.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Please keep NC a democracy and get as
many citizens voting as possiblel

Safe, remote voting measures should be
in place for this fall's elections.

I was widowed within months of retiring to
Raleigh. I am very active in both
nonpartisan and Democratic Aroupq and I

have been aghast at the shenanigans of
Republican lawmakers gerrymandering
lhis State like a prize on the Wheel of
Fortune.
Because of the chaos this year, I fully
support absentee ballols and I would like
to see them easier to access and
complete. Two witnesses - okay, you can
ask your neighbors if, like me, you have no
living relatives. The big hang-up is the
requirement of a notary. Banks and
notaries charge for their services, and it
isnt right lhat people have to PAY TO
VOTE!
I would like to see a lemporary mandate
that no notary will charge for sealing a
mail-in ballot. I would also like clergy to be
an acceplable stand-in for a notary.
And that mail-in ballots should be postage
free, available early, and accepted and
counted as a vote a full two weeks after
the election date.
One of the groups I am an ardent member

712.1 Barefoot Forest Drive, Charlotte, NC
28269

4604 Pleasant Grove Church Rd, Raleigh,
NC 2761 3

True

True
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05/26/2020 01:10 PM

05/2612020 01:10 PM

05126/2020 01:1O PM

05/26/20?0 01:12 PM

Reverend Willard Bass

mrs Carolyn Fehsenfeld

Mr. David Thomas

Mrs. Erin lsgeu

2479 Briar Chapel Parkway, Chapel Hilll,
NC 2751 6

8405 Old Ponderosa Circle, Raleigh, NC
27ffi3

603 Peters Creek Parkway, Winston
Salam, NC 271 03

True

208 Cumberland Ave, Asheville, NC 28801 True

of is Tuesdays with Tillis, and since the
quarantinq we havenl lost sight of the
senator, but we have expanded our service
reach-out enormously. I am on the Food
lmpoverished committee, and I bring this
up because there are many that we are
trying to help who don'l have the means to
purchase a stamp, or pay a notary fee.
We must make this and all elections
possible for everyone to participate in. lt is
the right of citizenship, the right for which
boih my father and my husband risked
their lives in battlefields.

ln times of hardship we must continue as
a state to provide accessible and
reasonable means for NC volers to cast
their onevote oneritizen! ln addition to
the HB 1 1 69 criterion our legislature
should include the following:. Extending voter registration deadlines. Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options. Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters

We tried lo vote by mail in lhe last election
and found it very cumbersome. Allowing
people to ask for a ballot by email and
getting rid of the witnesses would be a
great start. During the pandemic,
allowances really should be made to the
methods and time allowed for voting. We
all need to care and be aware. And voters
will react in their voting to
how our leaders treat us.

Support safe voting!!!

I am 39 y€ars old and need a way to safely
vote by mail from home. I don't have two
other adults living in my housq and we
need a bipartisan billto make mail voting
easier, safe and secure.

I suggest making early voling more
flexible and allowing counties to decide
what they want to offer. ln order to be
socially distant and convenient to more
voters ifl my county, I wafit to see more
sites open for fewer/highest-use hours-
We need to make sure lhat county BOES
have flexibility to make a schedulL that
works for more voters means that we can
have more voters use EV but more evenly
distributed and not standing in long lines.

I suggest that NCGA add poslagepaid
envelopes to ensure that all ballots make
it back to BOE making sure that voles are
counled.

I wanl to see dropbox sites set up so that
voters can securely drop off a completed
ballot in case the mail systems are
overwhelmed or not able to timely deliver
ballots to BOE by election day. Dropbox
sites have worked well in other states, and

True

True
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Chris Pfitzer

Mrs.iudith barton

Ms. Nicole Hensley

l604EvergreenAve, Raleigh,NC27603 True

1 18 Wolf's Trail, Chapel Hill, NC 27516

I believe it is time for NC to use this tool to
expand the ways for voters to use
absentee ballots successfully.

I want to see the online portal to request
an absentee ballot completed much
quicker and available to all voters. I also
want a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my request beyond
just calling the BOE offce.

Thank you for your time and
consideration.

I am 50 years old and need a wayto safely
vote by mailfrom home. I also don't have
tvvo other adults living in my house. l'm
glad 10 see a bipartisan billthat will make
mail voting easier, safe and secure.

ln these virus times, make it as easy as
possible for people to vote!

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal eleclion funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 musl do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registralion
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mailin
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs 10 access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
governmenl-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans thal best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our states voters safe during the fasl-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments thal would
expand HBl l 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

Democracy depends on candidates and

True

True415 Monticello Ave Apt Suite, Bldg.
(optional), DURHAM, North Carolina
27707

05/?6/2020 O1:15 PM Erin Hammeke 6'13 Pleasant Dr., Durham, NC 27103 True
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citizens trusting in the integrity of the
democratic electoral process. lt is up to all
election officials to conduct evidence
based elections and the state should
require a lransparent, trackable and
publicly verified process.
News stories questioning the voting
process and highlighting afiempted
election fraud by voters, officials, and
foreign entities are a daily occurrence.
Our lawmakers understood the necessity
for public oversighl, which is clearly and
purposefully written into NC law. cS
1 63-1 82.2(aX3)
?ny member of the public wishing to
witness the vote count at any level shall
be allowed to do so."
The ten recommended changes to NC
election law are in response to continued
illadvised practices that NC counties
engage in - most recently during the 2020
Primary Election. Many of the Election
Assistance Commission (EAC) and
National Conference of State Legislators
(NCSL) recommended best practices are
nol followed by counties and should be
explicitly mandated by NC law. A failure to
mandate adherence puts the state and
counties in legal jeopardy - as candidates
could convincingly claim that lhere was
ample opportunity for fraud.
These nollow cost recommendations
would help protect counties, secure the
chain of custody of critical election
materials, and assure citizens that their
votes will be counted as intended.
1 0 Recommended Changes
feel free to cuvpaste,/reword as you see
fir
1. All counly Board of Elections shall post
meeting minutes on their county boe
website so thal the public may stay
informed of public business.
2. Public shall be notified ofthe date/time
of all pre-election acceptance and logic &
accuracy testing of voting equipmenl.
Public shall be allowed to observe testing
and receive copies of test plans, test
reports and log frles of all pr+election
testing.
3. All boxes of ballots and precinct
scanner (usb) removable media picked up
by the chiefjudqe prior to the election
shall have serial numbered tamper evident
seals affixed to them. Serial numbered
tamper evidenl seals shall be verified and
recorded by a bi-partisan precinct team at
pr*election pick-up of election materials,
again at lhe precinct on the morning oflhe
election prior to polls opening, and again
as part of poll closing procedures.
4. Precinct chiefjudges shall boot up
precinct scanners and print zero tapes no
earlier than 30 minutes prior to the start of
the polls opening. Boot up and zero tape
printing procedures shall be conducted in
the presence of a bi-partisan team of
precincl judges.
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5. When ballots are removed from the
precinct scanner bin, they shall be
immediately placed in a conlainer and a
serial numbered tamper evident seal shall
be signed, affrxed to the container; the
serial number logged inlo chain-of-
cuslody records by a bi-partisan team
consisting ofthe chiefjudge and two
precinct judges.
6. The chiefjudge shall post a precinct
poll tape at the close of polls (currenlly
this is optional). The entire poll tape(s)
shall be publicly viewable from outside of
the precinct polling location for at least 24
hours (outarard facing window). At the
county BoE on election night the public
shall be allowed lo view and documenl
totals of any precinct poll tapes that were
not posted al the close of potls at a
precinct.
7. Early voting tape lotals and absentee
ballot tape totals shall not be totaled and
printed until the close of polls on election
night.
8. There shall be bi-partisan chain of
cuslody of all election materials
transported back to the county on eleclion
night. For counties that bring election
materials to transporl vans throughout the
county, they must sign over materials to
another bi-partisan team who will
transport the materials to the BOE.
9. The public shall be allowed to observe
election malerials being returned and
inventoried at the BOE. Comparison of
uploaded precinci totals to poll tapes shall
be conducted on election night in full view
ofrhe public. This is a critical step in the
vote counting/aggregation process.
1 0. Absentee, provisional, overseas
absentee, military ballots, and replicated
absentee email ballots shall be approved/
not approved by the board in public view
at which time the approved ballot
envelopes are to be opened, and ballots
scanned in a continually observable
process within full view ofthe board and
public.

' I am 66 years old and need a way to
safely vote by mail from home. l'm glad to
see a bipartisan bill will make mail voting
easier, safe and secure.
' I suggest making Early Voting more
flexible and allowing counties to decide
what they want to offer. ln order to be
socially distant and convenient to more
voters in my county, I wanl to see more
sites open for fewer/highesl-use hours. I

know my county is under budget
constraints so making sure that my
county BOE has flexibilityto make a

schedule that works for more voters
means that we can have more voters use
EV but more evenly distributed and not
standing in long lines.. I suggest that NCGA add postage-paid
envelopes to ensure that all ballots make
it back to BOE making sure that votes are
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Mr. Harrell Chotas

Mrs. Cynthia Wertz

Good first steps Shahpour Akhavi

Dr. Richard Hester

Sarah Ladd

4003 KismetDrive, Durham. NC27705 True

425OldeOaksLane, Pittsboro, NC27312 True

122 Hillcrest Road 7, Raleiqh, NC
27605-1769

True

1548 Moonstone Drive, Matthews, NC
28-t05

True

708 Guilford Ave, Greensboro, NC 27401 True

counted.

I urge you to expand HBl 1 69 with
measures that:

- Allow more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
- Broaden access points for mail-in voling
requests by allowing voters to use HAVA
los to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank slatemenl or paycheck), and
- Expand safe in-person voting and avoid
Iong lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Early Voting plans that
besl serve their communilies.

Please support this bill. I am 77 and do
not want to take the risk of getting the
coronavirus by going to my polling place
to vote. Nor do I want to be a risk to the
poll workers. I am a long time voter and
want to feel safe to exercise my right to
vote. Also, I do not think I should have 10
be exposed to people coming to my house
to witness by ballot selection. Please
allow me to vote safely by mail.

I support ihe easing of burdens on voiing
especially during this time of pandemic. I

hope the provisions of this till removing
the burden of finding witnesses for one's
vote, easing the steps to request an
absentee ballot and providing for
increased sanitation at polls become law.

I strongly support this legislation. I think it
is imperilave that we have a safe way for
people to vote by mail in the climate of
uncertainty about the pandemic and its
ongoing threat in the months ahead. Also,
I believe that voting by mail is the fairest
way for everyone to have a reasonable
chance to cast their ballot in the months
and years to come beyond the danger of
the pandemic. I am counting on the
General Assembly to pass this legislation.

Please support this bill to make absentee
voting more accessible and efficient by
reducing lhe need can vote from home
without having to find lwo witnesses to
sign their absentee ballot
By requesting an absentee ballot easier by
providing the option 10 request an
absentee ballot by fax, email or phone and
creating an onlin€ portal to request ballots
as well,
By providing flexibility to counties when it
comes to assigning poll workers so we
can better address potential poll worker
shortages
By providing resources so precincts can
be sanilized, poll workers can be
protected and voters can casi a ballot
safely
I would also support extending voler
registration deadlines,
Giving flexibitity back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting oplions
Thank you for supporting the voling rights
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Kathleen Roney

Mrs Margaret Clemen

Dr- Sonia Archer-Capuzzo

At risk voter safe voting Oleg Nepliouev

Dr. Amanda Matson

3804 Echo Farms Blvd, Wilmington, Nc
28412

True

3805 Westcresl St 2419, Durham, NC
27707

True

3505ParkHillDr, Greensboro,NC27410 True

3725 Knollwood dr, Durham, North
Carolina27712

2809 Barmettler St., Raleigh, Nc 27607

True

True

of North Carolina citizens

Please pass this bill to make things equal
and safe for North Carolinans during
elections

with hospitalized cases of CoVID on the
rise we must make it safe and easy for all
North Carolinians to vote. We must make
voting possible for citizens with asthma or
other underlying conditions, or in high risk
groups. These Volers exist in all political
parties. I think the bill should be amended
in the following ways:
1. lt should make online voter
registration easier and not restrict it to NC
Drivers Licenses or lD s-

2. Deadlines for Voter registration Need to
be extended.
3. Counties need flexibility to create longer
and safer early voting possible.
4. Contactless drop boxes need to be
provided for drop off of absenlee ballots.
5.Mail-in ballots need to be prepaid.
6. Currenl voter lD requirements are
reasonable and satisfaclory - the added
requirement for a photo lD is an
unnecessary and costly burden for voters
7. Thank you for the provisions in the bill
that would: relax some poll worker
recruitment req0irements, reduce voteby-
mail witnesses to one, enable online
requesls for absentee ballols and provide
a 20% funding match to release Federal
CARES Acl election funds to NC. Please
ke€p these.

This bill is an excellent first step to
ensuring thal this fall's election is fair and
accessible to all eligible voters in NC.
Especially considering that risks posed by
the COvID-1 9 virus, these measures are
essential.

I am a voter who has at risk family and
this bill is needed to protecl them.

House Eleclions and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common-
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitmenl requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB I'l69 must do more to
prolect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mailin
voting requests by allowing voters 10 use
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Mr Eric Thomas

Cynthia Whiteside

Ms. Carolyn cuckert

Mr Bob Hunter

Mr Gordon Livermore

Dr. Paul Koptak

2738 Sevier St, Durham, NC 27705 True

231 Nortwick Road, Rolesville, NC 27571 True

2815MayviewRoad, Raleigh,NC27607 True

127 Chapel Dr, LakeJunaluska, Nc 28745 True

201 VanderbillCourt, Durham, NC27705 True

1 267 WALKER Rq WAYNESVILLE, NC
28786-7858

True

l0606WhittershamDrive, Charlotte,NC True

HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a ulility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a befter shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our siates voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 eleclions.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand H81 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

Amanda Matson

I am writing to let yiou know that I am in
favor ofthe provisions of HB-1 1 69.
Anything we can do that makes voting
easier and safer in this time of pandemic
disease is a good idea. I urgethe
members of the North Carolina legislature
to pass this bill as soon as possible and to
fully implemem its provisions in time for
this year's elections.

I am in favor of allowing Voting by mail in
order to protecl the precinct workers and
the voters, especially if there is no vaccine
available to protect againsl COVID{ 9.

Please pass lhis bill to make elections
safer and accessible to all voters in these
uncertain times. Allow us ALL to vote!

Please support House Bill 1 1 69. lt is ihe
right thing to do. We do not need to use
ways 1o suppress individuals the right to
voie. Do what is righl and vote for House
Bill 1 1 69! Thank you

My wife and I are 76 and 77 years old,
respectively, and would very much benefit
by having a mail-in ballot option during a
time when we would like to minimize our
possible exposure to people who migtrt be
infected with COVI D-l 9.

Please give your attention to protecting
citizens' right to vote in the following
ways: allowing more access to voter
regislration by exlending maiFin and
onlinedeadlines, broadeningaccess
points for mailjn voting requests by
allowinq voters to use HAVA lDs to access
ballols (like a utility bill, bank statement or
paycheck, or other governmenl-issued lD),
and expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communilies.
Thank you.

With consideration to limitations imposedMsJosephine Schulz
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Dr. Victor Hoffman

Support for H.R. 1 1 69 Richard Sanders

Ms Chelsea Earles

Mr Thomas Taylor

Ms Mary Lucas

Mt Steve Roberts

Mt Steve Roberts

mr ethan lindley

Mr. Andrew Silver

28262

646 Huntingdon Street, Elon, North True
Carclina27244

3l Silver Darter Lane, Candler, NC 2871 5 True

1709GlendaleAve., Durham,NC27701 True

4209 Cape Landing Road, Castle Hayne, True
NC22A429

3000 Galloway Rdg G303, Pittsboro,
North Carolina 2731 2-8639

202 s 3 rd st apt 10, Wilmington, 28401

202 s 3 rd st apt 10, Wilmington, 28401

375 s allen rd, wake forest, NC 27587

6 Sedley Pl, Durham, NC 27705

True

True

True

True

True

True

bythe untimely coronavirus, North
Carolina need additional approved voting
mechanisms to include SEcURELY online
and/or vote by mail. With added laws and
checks and balances measures that these
mechanisms "will not" be "tampered wilh'
or "altered" or'dropped".

This bill contains much that will making
voling safer and heahhier for everyone.

Please do your utmost to make it possible
for all those eligible to vote are given the
greatest opportunity to register and then
to vote, including by mail or even online.

We need protections and funding do that
we can safely exercise our democratic
right to vote in NC!

Let's do somethinq in lhe best interest for
the people of North carolina. Why would
you want us to choose between voting
or expose yourselfto COVID -1 9.

Please allow more access to voter
registration by extending mail-in and
online deadlines,
Allow using HAVA ids for mail in ballot
requests to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck)
Allow out of county poll workers
Do not require uniform hours at all polling
sites

We need paper ballots!

we need paper ballots!

include extended early voting,allow
couniies to extend polling places

This is an important bill for the safety of
North Carolinians. lt takes some
important steps to proiect the eleclorate,
like lowering the signature requirement
making it easier to request absentee
ballots (online oplion!), offering fl exibility
to counties for assigning poll workers
(who are usually our mosl at-risk elderly
neighbors), and providing resources for
sanitizing polling locations. ll would be
great to expand the protections even
further to include extended voter
registration deadlines, allowing counties
to create/customize their own early voting
plans, and providing secure absentee
ballot drop boxes for voters.

Thank you!

Please support house bill 1 169 to expand
early and absentee voting in elections to
allow voters safety in a time of pandemic.
It is a good bill but can be improved in
many wayg including Providing secure
absentee ballot drop boxes for voters.
Also I suggest that, as in many states like
Oregon, which have all maiFin elections
without problems, no witness should be
required for absentee ballots. Many
voters will still want to cast votes in
person, and for them sufficient parking
space and staff should be available for
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Rev Para Drake

Dr Michael Norman

Susan Preston

Patty Courtright

Chris Mitchell

1007VickersAve, Durham,NC27707 True

213 Summermore Drive, Charlotte NC
2827s-6013

True

221 EAvondale Dr, Greensboro, NC 27403 True

GreenWillowChdpelHill,NC2T5l4 True

'174 Beacon Ridge Blvd, Chapel Hilt, NC True
27516

2120CamroseStreel, Raleigh,NC27608 True

much expanded voting.

I support house bill 1169. Our state
needs to protect citizens as we exercise
our righl to vote.

Please support this legislation in order to
keep the vote available to all registered
North Carolinians,. independent of race, or
socioeconomic status!

Please vote yes on House Bill I 1 69
Elections2o20. ft is vital to our democracy
to give everyone easy access to voting.

I am writing about HB 1 169. While I very
much appreciate the effort to expand
opportunities for North carolinians to vote
safely this year I have several concerns
about the way the bill is currently written.
Most concerning is the addition of a
requirement for a photo lD in 2020. This is
totally unnecessary, so please remove this
condition from the bill. h addition, please
add the following to increase voting
access for all our voiers:
*Expand voter registration opportunities
by extending the 2$day limil and allowing
online voter registration;
*Give flexibility back to the counties to
allow early voting sites to vary hours of
operalion in lheir county;
*Require that the onewilness requirement
be clearly indicated on the Absenlee Ballot
Container Envelope; and
*Allow an option for contactless drop-box
returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes.

Thank you very much.

I am in support of creating the safest
environment for voting in elections in
2020. lt is unfair to ask ihe citizens of
North Carolina to risk their health and their
lives for in-person only voling. Cilizens
should be allowed to vote in a manner that
does not require they come in close
contact with others to either vote in
person, or certify their vole (via witnesses
or some other requirement for close
proximity to others). lt seems logical that
voting can take place either by mail or
even via the internet. Olher private sector
entities (banks etc.) have figured out how
to secure our information without the
need for human interaction. lt is my belief
that our government could and should
determine how to do the same.

I am proud to be a citizen ofthis great
state. Please do your bestto insure you
are letting our voices be heard while
protecting the safety oflhe constituents
you took an oath to represenl and protect.

Kind Regards,
Chris Mitchell

Please provide resources to precincls so
that the polls can be sanitized to protect
poll workers and voters who choose to

Ms Ann Fawcett
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Amy Weiss Friedman

Laura Tanzini

Dr. Joseph Woolley

221 Landsbury Dr, Durham, NC 27707 True

2901 Sap Ln, Raleigh, NC 27603 True

1509BlountSt., Durham,NC27707 True

vote in person. Also il is important to all
voters, especially seniors, that volers have
the right to request an absentee ballot for
elections and for the process to be as
easy and efficient as possible to request a
ballot and to mail in/drop off the ballol.
The cornerstone ofthis country is free and
fair elections. This will only happen if
everyone is given a choice of how they
choose to vote - in person or by absentee
ballot.

I believe that requirement for a photo lD is
unnecessary given current lD
requirements. This bill should address
barriers lo voter registration and allow for
greater participation in the process by
extending early voting oplions and
allowing safe options including mail-in
ballots with postage paid relurn
envelopes.

I want to see the online portal lo request
an absentee ballot compleled much
quicker and available to all voters- I also
want a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my request beyond
just calling the BOE office.

House Elections and Elhics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the covlD-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruilment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds lo
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

-allowing more access 10 voter
regislration by extending mail-in and
online deadlines,

-broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and

-expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back 1o counlies to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed addilions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of olher states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our states volers safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 eleclions.

As a North Carolina voier, can I counl on
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Ms Betty Byron

Dr Mary Monroekolek

Ms nancy moore

Gerry Cohen

Mrs Debra Walker

Ms. Sonna Loewenthal

Ms. Betty Gunz

Tami von lsakovics

PO Box 621 pop, Asheville, NC 28802

8909 Taymouth Ct, Raleigh, NC 27613

319 Elam Avenue, Ramseur, NC 2731 6

1 04 Porter Place, Chapel Hill, NC 27514

20 Wheelwright CL Greensboro, NC 27455 True

54 Milton Ct, Pitlsboro , NC 27315 True

you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic prolections for
Norlh Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

Joe Woolley

Every chizen should be encouraged to
vote. We needto respond tothis by
providing the opportunityto participate be
it in person or absentee ballot. Requiring
lwo witnesses or a notary to be presenl is
truly a hardship for many. lnclude all
citizens, it's your duty.

Protect our right to vote safely expand
HBl 1 67

Voting should be easify avaibble to All.

I urge the General Assembly to take swift
action on any election law legislation.
Mail ballols go out beginning just 1 00
days from the May 27 committee meeting
which means quick action will be needed
to allow instructions and ballot envelopes
to be printed - with perhaps well over a
million mail ballots likelyto be apptied for,
and an application portal to be
implemented. Time is of the essence to
allow a well run election to be conducted.
lf more changes are made in the bill,
please make sure they can be
administered properly and work together
with olher election processes.

Please protect our vote

I am 75 years old and want to be able o
vote by mail. I ask you to provide for poll
workers from outside the precinct for
secure drop-off boxes for completed
ballots, for funding for NCBOE to use
postage paid envelopes for absentee
ballots, and to give county Boards of
Eleclions some flexibility in scheduling
and locating early voting polling places.
We cant allow the corona virus to destroy
our democracy!!

Protect our right to vote.

Hello leaders,

Please pass this bill and make it as easy
as possible for all citizens 10 cast their
ballots remotely. Democracy depends on
itl

Thank you,
Tami

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns sffrling around
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at hom€ or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

True

True

True

True

1409 Maryland Ave, Charlotte, NC 2&209 True

710 ETth St.407, Charlotte, NC 28202 True

True
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ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail whness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release crilical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voler registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voling requests by allowing voters lo use
HAVA lDs to access ballols (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North carolina a better shot al avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HBI 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this monlh?

Thank you.

ln this lime when going to the grocery
store is dangerous, NC musl make vote-
by-mail or absent ballots easy to obtain
and to return. Each ofthese steps is
needed: mail every voter an application to
vote absentee, reduce the number of
witnesses 1o one since few households
havetwo other adults, cover postage for
an absentee ballot to be mailed. Every
County BOE should have a designated
phone number to answer questions and
check status of volers who are applying to
vote absenlee.

Retired Helen Compton

Mrtim STRIJTTMANN

1206 N Elizabeth St, Durham, NC27701 True

2903 Laws Store Road, Hurdle Mills, NC True
275/-1

1 503 Fairmont Street, Greensboro, NC
27403

Hi there, No voter lD should be
Further, please extend mail-in

required.
and online

deadlines for voler registration.

Give authority and flexibility back to the
counties to make early voting schedules
that best serve their communilies to
insure safe in-person voting.

Build mail in ballot processes, and provide
prepaid postage for mail in ballots.

Don\ hesitate, do the right thingl
Tim

Please support HB 1 1 69 to Lower the
signalure requirement on absentee ballots
so voters can vote from home wilhout
having 10 find two witnesses to sign their
absentee ballot. Make requesting an
absentee ballot easier by providing the

05126/2020 01 :52 PM Gail Barger True
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Ann Bruffy

Select... Mary Palmer

Dr. A. Bakarr Kanu

frederick lane

Ms. Susan Usher

64 Canvasback Ct, Brevard, NC 2871 2

2 Treetop Rd, Asheville, North Carolina
2880+6202

True

True

option to request an absentee ballot by
fax, email or phone and creating an online
portal to request ballots as well
Offer flexibility to counties when it comes
to assigning poll workers so we can befier
address potential poll worker shortages
and
provides resources so precincls can be
sanitized, poll workers can be protected
and voters can cast a ballot safely

We need a few more items included in the
bill, that are not in the bill, such as:

Extention of voter registration deadlines,
Give flexibility back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
And to provide secure absentee ballot
drop boxes for voters

I have a right to SAFE voTtNG options
Voting is a right not a privilege. There is
absolutely no valid reason not to allow
mail in voting available to everyone.

Every voter must have access to vote in
2020 by mail, early voting, or in person;
however, they choose to do it. Every
American has the righl to participate in
our democracy during a health crisis. lt is
undemocratic to create a barrier that
prevents people from voting. Let us design
a bipartisan process that will make mail
voting easier, safe, and secure. I also
suggest that NCGA add postagepaid
envelopes lo ensure that all ballots make
it back to BOE making sure we count
every vote.

Lel us vote and throughout the
republicans.
Of Course republicans are fascist at heart.
An honest vote will stop them now.

I believe very strongly in making voteby-
mail available to ALL regislered voters. lf
people who CHOOSE to live abroad can
vote by mail,lhen people who CHOOSE to
stay in America should have the same
privilege. I have family members in other
states, including an elderly aunt, who vote
only by mail. They love it. For working
people, it means not waiting in long lines
at the beginning or end ofthe day to
vote... or missing it altogether because
you worktwo jobs or share a vehicle, or
have to work late. ln the past I have taken
advantage of Early Voting every time it has
been available at hours I could participate.
Wouldn't be appropriate to let each Board
of Elections figure out its own plan since
they know the area they serve?

I also believe we need to improve access
1o voter registration, especially during
these uncertain times. We can do that by
extending mail-in and online deadlines.
And why couldnt we use a variety of lD
docummts to requesvregister for maiFin

4588 Silo Ridge Ct., Clemmons, NC 27012 True

2456 Lorraine Ct S, PONTEVEDRA
BEACH, FL 32082

False

1 597-4 Denlon S( Ocean lsle Beach, NC
28469

True
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Susan Koesters

Ms. christine Hale

Mrs Amee Stewart

Ms. Julia Welch

Mary Heath

MS Eileen Howe

37 Lakeshore Dr, weaverville, NC 28787 True

309 OId Farm School Rd., Asheville, NC
28805

True

5l4JayShambleyRd,Pittsboro,NC True
27312

405 N. Elliott Rd., Chapel Hill, Nc 27514 True

450PebbleCreekDr, Cary, NC27511 True

'13031 Meadowmere Road, Hunlersville, True
NC 28078

voting, iterns like a paycheck,
we need tobank statement or utility bill

make voting . . . which is a right, as well
as a privilege and a responsibility. ..
easier for those eligible to do so, not
harder. I would love to see everyone in
America who is eligible to vote care
enough to do it, and lo be able to do il
conveniently. Thank you for allowing me
to comment.

I urge the legislature to expand HB 1 1 69
so that more cilizens can vote safely by
allowing more access to voting
registration, extending early voting,
improving safely at personal voting sites
and removing barriers 1o voting by mail.

Please pass House Bill 1 1 69 to relax
some poll worker recruitment
requiremen.ts, reduce vote-by-rnail witness
requiremenls to one, and provide a
financial match to release critical, federal
election funds to our counties. During
pandemic times, North Carolinians need
safe, effective ways to exercise our
FREEDOM to vote! Please also look
closely at bipartisan recommendations
not addressed in this bill that could
protect even more voters.

Take out the photo lD requirement enlirely
and please provide a stamped envelope to
return the absentee ballot.
Also need all counties to have paper
backup system.

I support this bill. I also support a flexible
system for spreading information on how
to vote by mail. The process is simplifred
by this bill, BUT voting by mail is still hard
to understand, and I fear many voters
need verbal and visual guidance on howto
fill out the outside of the envelope
properly.

Please consider: extending voter
reqistration deadlinq providing secure
absentee ballot drop boxes, flexibility to
counties when creating early voting.
Thanks for this effort on this bill.

A recent email requesting input on Vote By

Mail options for the November election
provided several options:
1. Requesl absentee ballol and mail it in
during the mail in period.
2. Request absentee ballot and lake it
directly to post ofJice or poling place on
national election day.
3. Or, if you want to casl your ballot at a
poling place "throw mail in ballot away"
and vote at your designated poling place.

Number 3 is not a good idea because it
could cause a voting fraud situation
should someone frnd a blank discarded
ballot and decide to mark it and send it in.
BIG PROBLEM FOR EITHER PARTY.
suggestion: tell them to bring their mail in
ballot to the poling place, turn it in, and
proceed to use the voting machines.
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Mrs Joan Eastman

Ms. Sherry Casuccio

Ms. Phyllis Nunn

Dr Kerry Bullockozkan

2 Heath Place, Durham, nc 27705 True

4201 Castlewood Rd., Charlotte, NC True
28209

233BuckJonesRd, Raleigh,NC27606 True

104Pine Hill Dr, Carrboro, ORANGE 27510 True

Ptease make this correction for the safety
and smooth operation of November
voting. Lets make sure there are no hick
ups as we had during the last election.
Respectfully,
Eileen Howe

My husband is 69 years old and his
medical status is compromised. I am 66
years old. We both need a wayto safely
vote by mailfrom home because we risk
our health by exposure at the polls. l'm
glad to see a bipartisan billwill make mail
voting easier, safe and secure. Please
support voting by mail!

Every eligible voter deserves to safely and
securely vote. I take my civic duty
seriously and vote in every local and
national election.
Voting by mail eliminates the potential
health risk that could be present at polling
places when we vote this November.
Please make this oplion available to the
residents of NC and send out applications
for maiFin ballots.

WE WANT FAIR ELECTIONS!! WE WANT
OUR RIGHT TO VOTE PROTECTED! WE
WANTTO VOTE BY MAIL DURING THIS
PANDEMIC!!

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

In addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vot+
by-mailwitness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 l 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That ineludes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paychech or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans thal best serve their communilies.

These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mislakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our stale's voters safe during the fasl-
approaching 2020 elections.
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Jack Campbell

Mrs. Holly Wood

mr Jan Johnson

Nancy Glenz

Stacia Cooper

Mr. Geoffrey Tuson

418 N. Trade St., Winston-Salem, NC
27't0't-2830

True

1 144 Linganore Place, Charlotte NC
28203

True

'i 3911 warwick castle way, Charlotte, NC True
28277

925 New carden RD. #31 1, Greensboro,
NC 2741 0

True

91 DarkForestDr, ChapelHill,NC27516 True

30TMcKinleyStreet, Durham,NC27705 True

4930 Montclair Avenue, Charlotte,
282't22912

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to suppofi amendments that would
expand HBI 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

HB 1 169 goes a long way toward
improving voting procedures, but lhere
have been bi-partisan proposals for other
provisions that will make voting more
accessible for those most affected by the
pandemic. Please consider extending
deadlines, expanding the list of lD oplions
for online registration, and giving counties
more authority to adopt procedures that
best fit their needs.

Please protect our democracy. Do not
force North Carolinians to choose
between their health and their right to
vote. Takethis opportunityto improve on
HB 1'l 69 and show North Carolinians lhat
their votes count.

Thank you.

lf the united states is to remain a
democracy, voters must have the ability to
vole without fear of intimidation, harm or
risk. There is zero evidence of voters
committing fraud when voling by mail. To
protect our at risk popslations at this time,
we must allow vote by mail state wide as
well as taking awaythe barriers lo do so
(i.e. requiring witnesses).

I am AGAINST mail in voting. Fraud is very
easy with mail in voting ballots. Absentee
voting should only be for Military and
Civilians deployed overseas and for the
elderly that are of SOUND MIND but are
unable to get to lhe polls. I also believe
that Voting Day should be a Nationa{
Holiday to facilitate maximum voter
turnout at lhe polls.

please support this bill. We need to make
the right to vote as accessible as possible
and remove as many obstacles as
possible and this is a good first step.

with the covlD-19 pandemic, please
make it easier for NC voters to cast their
ballot safely. Many of us live with or are
responsible for lhose who are in a high
risk group. Please support all NC voters
during this unprecedented 2020 election
season.

I support this bill and its biparlisan origin.
Having the option of requesting and using
a mail-in ballol is likely to be important
this fall given the presence of the GOVID
and the heahh risk it would bring to voters
and poll workers, I lhank the legislature
for this improvement.

I am 72 years old, a two-time breast
cancer survivor and live alone. lt's
importanl that I am able to safely vote by
mail from home. l'm glad to see a
bipartisan bill will make mail voting easier,

safe and secure.

05126/2020 02:02PM Ms Evelyn Neel Siallings True
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Mrs Mary P Kelly

Susan Sunger

Laurie Childres

Ms. Dawn Cogger

Patrick Barnes

Mrs Anne Hauser

MR Richard Prust

RaspberryLn, Raleigh,NC27614 True

516 N Bloodworth, Raleigh, NC 27604 True

1745 4TH STREET CT NE HICKORY, NC
28601

True

202Poplar U., Elizabeth City, NC 27909 True

27 Maple Ridge Ln, Asheville, NC
288062905

True

140 Hearthstone Road, Pinehurst, NC
28374

True

750WeaverDairyRoad,apt.120, Chapel True
Hill, North Carolina 27514

Voting is pivotal to our Federal & State
constitutions. As elected offrcials I expect
the NC General Assembly to help voters.
While HB 1 169 could do more to help
citizens vote, it is an acceptable first step.
As a constituent, I urge you to support the
bilr.

One person. One vote. Thal's how
democracy works. Please make nail in-
voting more available.

House Bill 11 69 is ex$emely importam
and is a step in the right direction for our
upcoming election in November, but it
ignores some key bipartisan
recommendations provided months ago
and adds unnecessary and potentially-
confusing photo voter lD language already
blocked by two separate courts.
Amendmenls to HBl 169 are immediately
needed in the House Elections and Ethics
Committee to expand voter protections,
and ensure this vital legislalion does more
to keep all of our state's voters safe during
the 2020 election. This bill MUST allow
more access to voter registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broaden access points for mail-in voting
requests by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utitity bill,
bank statement or paycheck) and expand
SAFE in-person voting and avoid long lines
by giving flexibility back to counties 10
make Early Voting plans that besl serve
their communities. It's your responsibility
to make these importart changes to keep
our election fair, safe and available for ALL
to vote. Thank you.

Everyone's vote is needed. Our people
who have served our country in the armed
forces have voted by mail. We need and
appreciate all voles within the state of NC.
During this time of an extremely infectious
and life threatening virus brings this
matterto the lop. Thank you Dawn
Cogger

I am a 71 man with a wife who has MS.
She works as a poll worker.lt is extremely
importanl that she not only have a safe
workplace but that as many ofihose who
are potential victims of this illness have an
alternative to voting in person rather than
not voting at all

During this difficult lime in our counlry
please vote to make sure this legislation
comes to pass. We do not have any idea
what summer and fall hold for us, so
please make voting easier and safer for all
registered voters. Thank you!

I urge you to pass legislation to streamline
absentee voting. I d like to see postage
free return ballots so people who don't
have a stamp wont be deterred.

I am a 63 yr old and have just mailed in my
request for my Absentee Ballot. I would
like to see online request made available

Mrs. Pamela Robbins 3613 Willow Bluff Dr, Raleigh, NC27604 True
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MS Kathleen Aitken

7047931 434 Melissa Young

Mr. Dan Robbins

1953 Patricia Stowe
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True

1263 Boswell Ct., Concord, NC 28027

3613 WILLOW BLUFF DR, RALEIGH, NC
27604

517 Merrie Rd, Raleigh, NC 27606

4l Dorchester Ave, Asheville, North
Carolina 28806

True

True

verses mail in. Again the on file DMV
signature should make this possible. I

feel one witness should be sufftcient
verses 2 that is now required. I am not
sure how the processing of absentee
ballots have been handled in the past but I

am hopeful there will be a system in place
to handle the larger volume & lhat the
ballols are processed as they arrive so
there is no bottle neck along the way in

counting these ballols prior to election
day. NO ELECTION WINNERS SHOULD BE

DECLARED UNTIL ALL VOTES ARE

CoUNTED. I am all for having Drop Boxes
available for my absentee ballot. This
would save money forthe voter and/or
the state. Voting should be easy, available
10 ALL and SECURE.

I support this timely bill that will help
sadeguard lhe public as well as poll
workers in the November eleclion.
Additionally, it makes sense to add these
provisions: extend voter registration
deadlines, allow counties greater fl€xibility
in sefting early voting plans to help ensure
safe in person voting, and provide secure
absenlee ballot drop boxes for voters who
choose this form of voting.

Protect our vote!

I am a 68-year€ld NC voter and need a
wayto safely vote by mail from home. I

do nol have two other adults living in my
household.
I want to see drop box sites set up so thal
voters can secorely drop off a completed
ballot in case the mail systems are
overwhelmed or not able to timely deliver
ballots to the Board of Elections by
election day. Dropbox sites have worked
well in other states, and I b€fieve it is time
for NC to use this tool to expand the ways
for voters to use absenlee ballots .

I would also like to see the online portal to
request an absentee ballot completed
much quicker and available to all voters. I

also want an online mechanism to check
that my counly Board of Elections
received my request.
ft is thetwentyfirsl century. we should
have simple and effeciive ways to make
mail voting easiet safe, and secure.

,As a member of a high risk group I would
like to request that you make voting safe
for the voters of North Carolina. I have
voted in every election since I turned 1 I
except when I was on bedrest when
pregnant. I take voting as an importanl
aspecl of my duties as a citizen. Please
extend early voting hours and reduce lhe
requirements for absentee voting.Thank
you for your consideration.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our

True

05/26/2020 02:14 PM Edward Peters True
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Mr Joseph Harper

Margery Gates

1 070 Christmas Place , Greensboro , NC
27410

True

elections, election relief bill House Bitl
1 169 musl provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to casl a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote
by-mail witness requitements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voler registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank slatement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voling and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HBl 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters lhis monlh?

Thank you.

To not support this bill is un -American.
Do everything you can to make it safe for
everyone to vote.

As a 70 year old, I would like to be able to
vole safely, I would liketo see an easy
request for absentee ballot if I do not feel
safe going to the poll. I stood inside in
line for an hour for the primary vote.
There was not room for social distancing.
I expect the lines to be longer on election
day. More early voting places and times
would help to alleviate some of this
problem and morevoting places. lthink
the poll workers also need to feel safe.
Behind plexiglass would be a starl but not
enough. Shorter hours for each poll
worker would also lessen the exposure to
poll workers. ls there a place at the poll
to drop off an absentee ballot? I have
always voted in person before, but with
this coronavirus, I will have to consider an
absentee ballot.

Dear Members of the NC General
Assembly,

Thank you for your work on moving North
Carolina to a safer voting environment this

12455 US 15 501 N, Chapel Hill, NC True
27517-6023

l3FridayLane, ChapelHill,NC27514 TrueMrs. Barbara Hapgood
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True

fall. While I appreciate the firsl steps that
are being proposed, I urge you to include
addilional measures lhat will keep North
Carolinians safe and expand access to
democracy. We should be a model state,
avoiding lhe mislakes of other states lhat
have unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus

It is great that HB1 1 69 is responding to
the current crisis by relaxing some poll
worker recruitment requirements, reducing
vote-by-mail witness requirements to one,
and providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties. However, more is need 10
protect our community. As such, I

encourage you 1o expand that House Bill
1 1 69 to include provisions that:

1. Allow more access 10 voler registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,

2. Broaden access points for maiFin
voling requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck), and,

3. Expand safe in-person voling and avoid
long [ines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Early Voting plans that
best serve lheir communities.

As we alltruly care about democracy in

this country, let us together make it safe
and accessible. May I counton youto
support and promote these amendments
ihat would expand HB1 1 69's basic
protections for North Carolina voters this
month? I hope so.

Thank you,

Barbara Hapgood

Please expand HB1 169: Citizens of our
state must be given maximum access to
any and all registration and voting
mechanisms. Mail-in and online deadlines
should be extended. Broaden access
points for mailin voting requests by
allowing voters to use HAVA lDs to access
ballots. Early-voting syslems and
mechanisms should be exlended,
enforced, and broadened to the fullest
practicable extent. The rigtrt and the ease
of voting should be extended, not
restricted.

I support HB 1'169. We need to have a
safe way for all of us to vote during this
pandemic. I believe that you should also
consider including the following in House
Bill 1169.
-Eltending voler regislration deadlines.
- Giving flexibilily back to counlies when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options.
-Providing secure absentee ballot drop

05/26/202002:'17 PM Ms. Catherine Marie 3612MorningsideDr., Raleigh,NC27607 True
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27705-9302

True

5005 Boulder Creek Lane, Raleigh, NC True
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526 Clarion Dr, Durham, Nc 27705 True

boxes for voters.

Thank you for reading my comments.

Please work quickly and thoroughly lo
make voting in North Carolina easy and
safe. ln view of theCorona Virus
epidemic, voting will take more time as
people line up six feet apart with masks
so that poll workers will remain protected,
trained properly and safe. More absentee
ballots need to be easy to use with plenty
of time for them to be certified, filled in,
received and counted. Workto simpliff
the forms and necessary instructions.
Thank you for your work to see that all
who choose to participate in the election
this coming November can do so promptly
and safely.

Thank you for considering public
comments on this important bill. As a non-
partisan voting advocate and voter
registration volunteer, I am extremely
supportive of measures that will allow all
eligible North Carolinians to cast ballots
safely and appropriately. Our democracy is
vitally important to protect during this
pandemic - and our citizens' health is just
as importarn.
I fully support measures to make
absentee balloting easy, such as lowering
the signature requiremenl on absentee
ballots, making requesting an absenlee
ballot easier, and providing for flexibility so
poll workers can be assigned and
protected appropriately.
I would request additional measures be
included as well in order to protect our
democracy: extending voter registration
deadlines, giving flexibility back to
counties when creating early voting plans
to ensure we have safe in-person voting
options, and providing secure absenlee
ballol drop boxes for voters.
Thank you so much for your
consideration. We are in unprecedented
times, and protecting our voters and our
voting process is vitally important.

Eligibility to vote in the United Staies is
established both through the United
Slates Constitution and by state law. lt's
imperative that North Carolina voters,
including but not limited to senior citizens,
can vote without jeapardizing lheir health.
With the advent ofthe coronavirus
pandemic, absentee voting is essential
and should be as made as easy as
possible encouraging and supporting
voler participation.

I am 67 years old with underlying medical
conditions and at risk of serious
coronavirus complications. I am glad to
see a bipartisan bill to make voting by mail
easier. I will use thal option this fall.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

05/26/2920 O2:2O PM Dr Jane Clark 314CenterDr., Davidson,NC28036 True
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Mr Lee Harrison

Dr John Barnwell

Mrs Mercedes Garrett

8601 CarriageTourLn, Raleigh, NC

27615

3322 Fairhill Dr, Raleigh, NC 27612 True

with so many unknowns
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our
electiong election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to casl a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requiremenls, reducing vole-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HBl 1 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes lhings
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed addilions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our stale's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

Jane Clark

lwould suggest making Early Voting more
flexible and allowing counties lo decide
what they wanl to offer. ln order lo be
socially distant and convenient to more
voters in my county, I want to see more
sites open for fewer/highest-use hours.

Please allow counties to increase early
voting sites and extend the days for early
voling so as to avoid long lines and avoid
close personal contact, which puts
persons in my age group (over 70) al
greater risk from Covid 1 9.

We must protect lhe election by giving all

voters in all states the accessibility to cast
their ballot safely and convenienlly. Voter
suppression is unamerican.

Hi NC Legislature,

My name is Joe (Joseph) English and I am
registered to vote in Durham, Nc. Early
Voting needs more flexible, and because
NC (i.e. now all 1 00 counties have COVID

True

608 pine ridge dr, Greensboro, NC 27406 True

l414PennsylvaniaAvenue, Durham,NC True051?612020 02:23 PM Mr. Joseph English
27705
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Carol Brainard

Mr Charles [Jnderwood

Robert McGee

Linda Duda

406 s. Cliffdale dr., Winslon Salem, Nc
27104

5005 Boulder Creek Lane, Raleigh, NC
27613

439 N Serenity Hill Circle, Chapel Hill, NC True
27516

cases) is such a diverse place in certain
ways geographically and with various
population centers, large and small,
growing and shrinking. Counties should
be able to decide the how of they can
maximize voler participation in the
elections. want to offel

Also its really critical, and it's a
nonpartisan budget item, NCGA I request
add postagspaid envelopes to ensure
thar all ballots make it back to BoE,
making sure that votes are counted. This
is done in states with various parties in
power-

A true way to ensure timely, safely and
even more effrciently obtaining election
results, I would suggest dropbox sites set
up so that voters can securely drop off a
completed ballot in case the mail systems
are overwhelmed or not able to timely
deliver ballots to BOE by election day.
Again, this is a nonpartisan req0est.
Regarding technology improvements,
having an online simple portal to request
absentee ballots thai could be connected
to the DMV software system registration
is a no-brainer. And my ideal tech request
would be that a voter could ctleck online if
their absentee had received and approved
as valid.

And please, please, please, do not forget
the rights voters that happen to be in jail
but maybe awailing trial or in prison
because of misdemeanor convictions.
This may be challenging to address, but
thal not disenfranchise them.

Thank you and most humbly,
Joe English, 1414 Pennsylvania Avenue
Durham, NC 27705

We musl be able to vote by mail-in ballot
without needing a notarized or witness
signalure. EVERY VOTER SHOULD
RECEIVE A BALLOT IN THE MAIN
WITHOUT EVEN HAVING TO SEND IN AN
APPLICATION OR ONE.

I strongly, urgently support this vitally-
needed bill.

Every effort should be made to insure that
everyone has an opportunity to exercise
their rightlo vote. Vote by mail is an
essential option, particularly in light of the
current pandemic

I really want to be able to request an
absentee ballot online and to have a
simple way lo make sure that the BOE
received my request. Alsq I would like to
see drop boxes set up around the county.
I have an underlying medical condition
and feel strongly about staying safe and
heallhy. lt is also VERY important lo me
that I am able to casl my ballot as I have
done for my ernire adult life. Thank you

True

True

4210TyndrumDr, Durham,NC27705 True
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Mrs. Elizabeth Miller

Mrs Lee Sisk

Mrs Sandra Vermillion

6l0SasserSt, Raleigh,Nc27604-1920 True I am in supporl of this bill as a necessary
step to ensure we have safe access to
voting this November, given the
uncertainty regarding our current
Pandemic. Every eligible voter should
have the option to vote by absentee ballot
and not risk their heallh in order to vote.

This would be a good start!

The Nc legislature needs to pass laws
taking into account the situation of this
pandemic!Allow mail in votes as well as
polling slations.

Surely this is one of the more important
and common sense items of legislation
before this cA. This is the minimum we
should do to support voler access and
public heahh safety. This bill would be
better were it to provide secure absentee
drop boxes. allow counties some flexibility
in early voting processes (as long as
variations increase, do not decrease,
access) and extend voter registration
deadlines in lhese exceptional times.
Please do all you can to ensure this
legislation passes and has as many of the
aforementioned features as possible.
Thank you.

I fully support expanding access to
absentee voting, including but not limited
to the lowering of witness signature
requiremenl, and offering additional
options to request absentee ballols (via
the internel, fax or phone in addition to
mail or in person). I also think poll workers
deserve safe conditions and proper
equipment and access to sanitation
products to keep themselves and in-
person voters safe. I think early voting
periods/deadlines should be extended to
increase flexibility, and I also think secure
ballot drop boxes for early voting are a
good idea. lt should not be danqerous or
difficult to vote in our country.

This yeat more than ever before, it is SO
important ihat as many people who want
to vote are able to voiel Any and all
obstacles, perceived or real, need lo be
removed so that NC has the largest
turnout ever. This way, elected offtcials
can be assured that they are representing
a majority oflheir constituenls and that
the majority of constituents can be
assured that they have elected offtcials
who represent them.
Please expand HB 1 1 69 so that everyone
has a vote. Thank you!

Please ensure that eleclions will be safe.
As a senior citizen with underlying
conditions I want to be able to vote
without exposing myself to the virus.
Voting by mail and having extended eady
voting will help. Thanks

I encourage you to pass this legislation. I

do nol want to risk my life to vote. The
need to make voting absentee easier is

21 Oakwood Dr, MARION, NC 28752

2625Cica Dr, Matthews, Nc28105

True

True

7o36294770williarn R. & Meg B. Clontz 141 Lambeth Dr, Asheville, NC 28803 True

Ms. Emily Pelka 510 N. Wilmington Street 321, Raleigh, NC True
27604

Mrs Jeanne Powell 10867 NCHighway 18 North, Ennice, NC True
28623

Ms Pam Peterson 446 Granite Mill Blvd, Chapel Hill, NC True
27516

05/26/20?002:37 PM Ms. Roberta Waddle 3941 Gainey Rd, Fayetteville NC 28306 True
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Ms. Marian Olson

Carole Selkirk

Ms. Pamela Harmon

Ms Barbara Clarke

Mr. Bruce Bickham

Laura Holley

Mr. Martin Ericson

287 Whispering Wind Drive, Chapel Hill,
Norlh Dakota 2751 6

True

30119Settle,ChapelHill,NC27517 True

805 Mccowan Rd., Shelby, North Carolina

2667 Bill Collins Road, Tryon, North

True

True

281 50

Carclina28782

45RiverRockWay, Franklinton,North True
Carolina27525

critical. ll is also critical thatlhere bethe
funding needed to accommodate greater
voting by mail. lt is also critical thal
Boards of Elections have the funding
needed to make voting in person safe for
both voters and election workers. Our
elections must be safe and secure to
prot€ct our democracy.

Most voters want to be able to vole for
their representatives. They are not
interested in perpetrating federal crimes.
Many more people are prohibited from
voting because they did nol know ALL the
rules and follow them. Voter educalion
would be much more helpful lhan adding
more rules and hoops for voters to jump
through. Funding for voter education
should be included-

Please make it easier for North
Carolinians to vote by mail. ln the age of
coronavirus, we should not have to stand
in long lines or crowded public rooms!

The bill under consideration is 'tN
RESPONSE TO THE CORONA VIRUS
PANDEMIC'and should not include Voter
ldentification since this has nothing to do
with the current Pandemic. The bill should
be bipartisan and passed with the
greatest haste, considering only its inlent,
so all legal voters may vote safely witholrt
fear of the coronavirus, either at the poles
AND/OR by mail-
Sincerely,
Carole Selkirk

Omit Voter lD requirement from this billl

I have grave concerns about the
consistency ofthe message - first, in mail
in ballots there is only one whness
required BUTthe envelope has not been
changed to reflect only one witness. AIso
voter lD is required and that negates the
state legislature changes that ruled that
NC voter lD laws are unconstitutional -
therefore this parl of the bill should be
eliminated.

I will shortly be 76 yrs. old plus my wife is
a poll worker. There is no reason to put us
in harms way to vote in case this virus
persists in the fall. Please make voling by
mail easier and postagefree.

Please do support this reasonable,
pragmatic bill. Thank you.

The measures suggesled will ease the
burden on voters and voting
adminislralion during the currenl
situation. However, one item suggested by
the State Board of Elections not
addressed was flexibility in setting the
days, times, and locations for Onestop
Absentee voting siles. Coumies have
vastly diverse needs for and abilities to
run these sites which are only
exacerbated by COVID-1 9. Martin Ericson,

925 Branch Line Ln, Apex, NC 27502

788 Courtney St SE, Concord, NC 28025

True

True
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Mr Samuel Todd

Mrs. Elizabeth Conroy

8801 BrigadierLane, MintHill, NC28227 True

2811 WELCOMEDR., DURHAM, NC27705 TTUE

member of Cabarrus County Board of
Elections.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-l9 pandemic's impacl on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
prot€ct more voters. That includes things
like:

1. allowing more access to voter
registration by extending mail-in and
online deadlines

2. broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots ( utility bill,
bank statement, paycheck, or other
qovernment-issued lD)

3. expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities

These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mislakes of other stales that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our stalers voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voler, can I counl on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.
Samuel Todd

I ask you to make November voting easier
by requiring only one witness for absentee
ballots, allowing counties to extend early
voting, and, if possible, including a return
envelope with prepaid postage for
absentee ballots. I am 74 years old, and I

only see my husband so it will be difficult
to have two witnesses for an absentee
ballot-no olher family is nearby. I may go
to early voting if I can be be 6 ft. apart
from everyone the entire time.

Please make voting by mail as easy as
possible by eliminating the need for
witnesses on the mail in ballot envelope.
This is an unnecessary requirement baltot

05126/2020 02:49 PM Mr Gerald Meyer 180 Rock Garden DL Can7on,287168767 True
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Ms Jo Schultz

Mrs. Eileen Hanson-Kelly

Mrs. Joni Hohmeier

Mary Sewell

l20SStrangeCourt, MoreheadCity,NC True
28557

ll09TimberSpringLane Salisbury,NC True
28147

3219 Waterbury Dr., Durham, NC 27707 True

2904 LEGION AVE, DURHAM, NC 27707 True

via a number and signature
verification is adequate security. Ohio has
had no witness or notary requiremenl for
years an never had any security or fraud
problem (Election fraud is not a real
problem anywhere in the US). Make
voting at early voting flexible in each
county so they can establish safe and
accessible procedures for each individual
county.

I am disabled and voting by mail is crilical
for me. There is no evidence of
widespread voter mail fraud so that
cannot be an excuse. I also have trouble
getting two wiinesses in person. Steps
must be taken so I can exercise my voting
rights.

I am 79 years old and my husband is 88.
We want to vote in the Nov. elections by
absenlee ballot, but we do not have
another person to witness our signatures.
Alsq we need prepaid envelopes so
seniors and others can vote without
having to go outto get postage. I think
drop boxes in secure locations would help
assure our votes get there in time. This
works well in Washington state and has
for several years. tt would keep us away
from other people and potential covidel 9
exposure. Thankyou.

Current voter lD requirements are
reasonable and satisfactory - the added
requirement for a pholo lD is an
unnecessary and coslly burden for voters.
See https://journalistsresource.orgl
sludies/politics/eleclions/voter-photo-id-
law-research/

' The bill does not address barriers to
voter registration. lt should extend mail-in
and online deadlines for voter registration,
and provide for online regislration more
generally, and not just limit it lo drivers'
license and state lD holders.

' The bill needs to give flexibility back
to the counties lo make early voting
schedules that ensure safe in-person
voting.

' The bill should allow the option of
conlactless drop box returns for Absenlee
Ballot Container Envelopes.

' The bill should provide prepaid
postage for maiFin ballots

I am 67 years old and will be voting by
mail for the first time this fall due to
Covid-1 9. I have attended some Board of
Election meetings when they have
reviewed vole by mail ballots. Many of
them were not counted due to voter not
properly completing the outside oflhe
envelope. I am worried it will be too
complex and difficult for me. I want to
make sure my vote will count so I want a
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05126/2020 02:.53 PM Ms Bessie l205PulitzerLane, Durham,NC27703 True

ll14FrontGateLane, wakeForestNC True

simple process with clear instructions that
have been tested.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:
You must immediately pass legislation
that provides for safe in-person voting,
expands access to voling-by-mail, and
provides a frnancial match to release
crilical, federal election funds to North
Carolina counties.

House Bill 1169 must provide additional
common sense-solutions to make it easier
for all voters to cast a ballot al home-just
as did Donald Trump, with his enlourage
of medical staff and drivers-or in-person
in the upcoming 2020 election.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requiremenls, reducing vote-
by-mail wilness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release crilical, federal election funds to
our counties, HBl 1 69 must do more lo
protect more voters. That includes things
like:
' allowing more access to voter
registration by exending maiFin and
online deadlines,. broadening access poin'ts for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statemenl or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and. expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voling
plans thal best serve their communities.

No one knows what the future holds, but
you all should agree: NC musl not repeat
the mistakes of states that unnecessarily
exposed their voters to the deadly
coronavirus. Your actions now-today, this
monlh-tg include these much-needed
additions would keep even more of our
state's voters safe during the fasl-
approaching 2020 elections, and ensure
no voter - regardless of party - is left
behind this fall.

As my representative in the North Carolina
General Assembly, you need to support
amendments that would expand HB1 1 69's
basic protections for North Carolina
volers this month so I can exercise my
right to vole -safely.
House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solulions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

05126/202002:55PM Linda Bossert
27587
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True

9212 Fairchild Ln, Charlotte, NC
28277-7825

3955 NC 66 Hwy N, Westfield, NC 27053

610 Sasser St, Raleigh, NC 27604 True

1512 Kennon Road, Garner, NC27529 True

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitmenl requirements, reducinq vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more io
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.

These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of oiher states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 169's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

I support the easing of burdens on voting
especially during this time of pandemic. I

hope the provisions of this bill removing
the burden of finding witnesses for one's
vote, making it easier to request an
absenlee ballot, and providing sanitation
at polls become law.

Make it easy for eligible voters to vote.

I have a very vulnerable mother in law for
whom Covid-l9 would most likely be a
death sentence. I would like to be able to
vote in such a way that it does not put my
mother in law at risk - nor do I particularly
wanl to have to risk Covid-1 9 myself to
vote.

Given the current Covid-1 9 pandemic,
everyone in the state should be allowed to
vote by mail. There should be no need to
risk your heatth or life to vote in the
upcoming elections.

I strongly recommend the support of
HB1 1 69 because our basic right 1o vote
shouldn't be a referendum to chosing
between a right and personal heallh. As
with all laws they are for the benefit of the
citizens & not a polilican personal whim.

I strongly recommend the support of
HBl 1 69 because our basic right to vote
shouldnt be a referendum to chosing

Tom E Bowers

Stan Converse

Todd Miller

MT. GEORGE REED

True

True

MT. GEORGE REED l512KennonRoad, Garner,NC27529 True
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Mrs Betsy Webster

Ms- Melanie Bassett

Timothy Whiteside

Mrs. Sandra Purdy

14230 Nc Highway 801 , Mt Ulla, NC
28'125-7721

True

between a right and personal health. As
with all laws they are for the benefit of the
citizens & not a politican personal whim.

Please make this election safe and secure
for volers and poll workers. lnclude easy
vote by mail access lo ALL

I am an older disabled voter. I am not
absent. I would like the righl to vote:
independently, safely, at a lime convenient
for me. I would like to vote at home, as
many other States allow. My Mail Carrier
is a trusted and lrained Federal employee,
who will deliver my vote.

As a past and most current County Board
of Elections official, I am concerned about
my safety and heallh as well as the health
of other officials and voters alike. Further
outbreaks of this virus that has wrecked
havoc on our sociely, nation and global
world need lo be avoided al all costs. I

believe that increased ability to enable
voteby-mail options be pursued in

whatever means possible that would not
jeopardize the election in any manner that
is unfair to any party involved.

I believe that this House Bill 1 1 69
Elections 2020 is an important bill to be
passed. ltcontains a number of
provisions that will be helpful to me as a
senior voter. The Covid 19 crisiswill not
be solved by election time; in facl,
numbers of deaths, especially for seniors,
could be even worse by that time.
I have always voted, but in November lwill
be reluctant to vote in person because of
the virus. ln addition, I can\ get around as
easily as I could during the lasl election to
ihe point of even having a disability
sticker, so I donl need to walk too far, but
even so I still have trouble walking. The bill
lowers'the signature rdquirement on
absentee ballots so voters can vole from
home without having to find two
witnesses to sign their absentee ballot
and
makes requesting an absentee ballol
easier by providing the option to request
an absentee ballot by fax, email or phone

and creating an online portal to request
ballots as well. This would be extremely
helpful for me, so I could stay at home
vote, yet remain a healthY citizen.
ln addition it offers flexibility to counties
when it comes to assiqning poll workers
so we can better address potential poll
worker shortages,
provides resources so precincts can be
sanitized, poll workers can be protected
and voters can cast a ballot safely. This is
extremely important for those people who
do decide lo vote in person.

Some other items would be e)'Rremely

helpful to make sure that everyone has a
fair, equal chance to cast their votes, the
right of every citizen. These include the

81 5 Sprinq Garden Streel, Greensboro,
North Carolina 27403

True

231 Nortwick Rd, Rolesville, NC27571 True

60 Gaston Mountain Rd., Asheville, NC
28806

True
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Mt Ed Hoefle

hardee klitzman

Bonnie McCarthy

Ms Marty Brown

Dr. Leslie Webster

3912 Sunningdale Way, Durham, Nc
27707

301 5 wade road, dulham, nc 27705

True

73 Tyner Loop Circle, Chapel Hill, NC True
27516

3213 Red Beny Dr, wilmington, NC 28409 True

3035 Brookmont Place, Charlotte, NC
28219

L
I rue

following:
Extending voter registration deadlines
Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
Providing secure absefiee ballot drop
boxes for voters

I strongly urge the General Assembly to
consider these options and vote for this
bill. This is a unique time in our history
every voter has the ilght to register to vote
and to cast a vote in the November
election. Politics do not have a place in
this decision. Every voter has the right to
do this in the safest way each one can,
whether by going to the polls safely or
staying home so they can do their utmost
to keep the virus from spreading.
Sincerely, Sandra Purdy

This is the right thing to do at this time
with the pandemic looming. Thank you

As you are considering bills to modify
voting procedures in light of COVID-I 9,
please consider these things:
1. Not requiring voter lD;
2. Extending the mail-in and online
deadlines for voter registration;
3. Allowing the coufiies to make early
voting schedules that best serve their
communilies to insure safe in-person
votinq.;
4. Allowing the option of contactless drop
box returns for Absentee Ballol container
Envelopes and
5. Providing pre-paid postage for mail in
ballots.

I urge you to make the following changes
during this pandemic:

1. A,llow more access to voter registration
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
2. Broaden access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank slatement or paycheck), and
3. Expand safe in-person voting and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counlies 1o make Early Voting plans that
best serve lheir communities.

Thank you.

Everyone should be allowed to vote by
mail because of the danger of gathering in
person at polling places. Any other choice
is a strike against democracy.

I support an expansion of HB 1 
'l 69 which

will allow more access to voter
registration by extending mail-in and
online deadlines,
broaden access points for mail-in voting
requests by allowinq voiers to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank slatement or paycheck), and expand
safe in-person voting and avoid long lines
by giving flexibility back to counties to

True
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Mrs. Mary Ellen Tyrrell

Mrs. Sandy Murray

Bernard lngram

Mr. Mark Taylor

Ms Frances Golden

William Graham

30SBayviewDrive, Chocowinity,NC True
27817

33823 Westchester Rd., Durham, NC
27707

True

1715 Hedgelawn Dr. 105, Charlotte, Nc True
28262

6523 Kentdale Court, charlotte, NC28270 True

361 The Greens Circle Apt 224, Raleigh,
NC 27606

True

9304BrooktonCT, Raleigh,NC27615 True

make Early Voling plans that best serue.
I want to make sure the ALL North
Carolina citizens can safely exercise their
right to vote without compromising their
health or safety.
Thank you

As a resident and registered voter of North
Carolina, plus being a senior citizen,
protecting my abilily to vote safely is
paramount to my sense of civic duty and
care for my well being. Extending mail in
and online deadlines,as well as safe
polling places will help secure my right to
vote as a citizen of these United States.
This pandemic poses special concerns for
seniors, and I would hope and expect our
legislalors to protect our voting rights.
Thank you?

Voting should be easy, safe and
accessible for all NC citizens even those
who move frequenlly or who are
homeless. I have a bad hens tremor and
can hardly write or sign my name. Please
donl make it impofianl to match an old
signature . We need vote by mail. Election
Day should be a holiday from work, too.

One person, one vote. lt should be made
easier for each and every citizen exercise
their constilutionally granted right
regardless of political persuasion. Some
are protesting forlheir "right" to get a
haircut, go to church, etc., but seem not to
care about the systernalic efforts to
remove people from voter rolls,

Because voter fraud is minuscule and
because the pandemic may still be
affecting cilizen safety, my wife and I urge
the passing of HB 1 1 69 to promole safe,
healthy, lavvful and effective voting and to
enhance our democratic( small d)
process.

This bill is critical for senior citizens, the
disabled and others who cannot come to
the polls to vote in order to vote safely and
effectively in all elections. Please consider
and pass lhe provisions in lhis bill. Thank
you.

I am a 75 year old blind veteran. I would
like to be able to vole by absenlee ballot
or other electronic means, such as email
or on a website. the current application
form for Absentee Ballot on the state's
web site is not readable by a screen
reader nor can a blind person fill out the
form. I feel fairly confidenl that the
Absentee Ballot itself will also not be
accessible to a blind person.

I would like to be able to request an
Absentee Ballot myself and to fill the
Absentee Ballol out myself.

the are many ways this could be
accomplished. one way would belo have
an editable pdf that can be read and filled
oul using a screen reader for both the
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3209DunaireDr., Charlotte,NC28205 True

1205 Cypress Rd, Chapel Hill, NC 27517 True

301 Fortress Court, Winston Salem, NC
27127

4809metcalf drive, Raleigh,NC 27612 True

Sl4WhiteOakRoad, Vilas,NC28692 True

4227 Lindbergh Abe, Kitty Hawk, NC
27949

True

4305 Southwind Drive, Raleigh, NC 27613 True

True

application form and the Absentee Ballot
itself. The forms could be filled out by the
person who is blind using a screen reader
and printed, signed and mailed in just as
someone who had filled it out manually
with a pen. Some people who are blind
may not have printers at their home, so
having it done all by electronic means
would be preferable. I believe this option
is curently available for military service
members serving overseas.

Please allow everyone in the state to have
a maiFin ballot for November! We musl
protect the integrity of our democracy and
election.

Please expand the bill to allow more
access to voter registration by extending
mail-in and online deadlines, broaden
access points for mail-in voting requesls
by allowing voters to use HAVA lDs to
access ballots (like a utility bill, bank
stalement or paycheck), and expand safe
in-person voting and avoid long lines by
giving flexibility back to counties to make
Early Voting plans that best serve lheir
communities.

The changes seem to be a good idea, lt
should not be made hard to gel ballots to
vote in an election by requirements that
actually return nothing.

Please ensure safe and accessible
elections in November. As Covid will
almost certainly be an issue in the fall, I

believe all voters should have an absentee
ballot mailed to them. Thank you.

I think it is important that every citizen is
able to vote and mail-in voting is essential
for older and/or disabled citizens at all
times with appropriate assistance as
needed. During this uncertain time of
COVlDl9 mail-in voting is essential for
ALL citizens to feel safe and still be able
to casl our votes. I believe with today's
technology that a computer voter program
should be sufficient 1o eliminate any fraud
and if it's not then it needs to be upgraded
to accommodate this need. Those who
yell the loudest about voter fraud are
usually those trying to comment said
fraud because the majorily of citizens are
honest and law abiding!

Yes! We need to make bring safe and
easy.. Please read this article: https://
www.brennancenter.orglour-work/
research-reports,/dirty-tricks-ei g ht-
fa lsehoods-could-undermine-2020-
election

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 169's basic proteclions for
North Carolina voters this month?

I fully support HB 1 1 69 to provide for a
safe and fair election on November 3. I

would also encourage you to include:
extending voter registration deadlines;

John Lewis 3620 Poseidon Street, Kitty hawk, NC
27949

True
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giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options; and
providing secure absenlee ballot drop
boxes for voters.

Thank you.
John Lewis

I urge you to support the above bill as a
way of making access to the right to vote
a reasonable prospect for all citizens.
Thank you!
David Kaylor

I am 79 yrs old and I live alone with
mulliple health issues. I want to vote but
dont want to put myself or anyone at risk
by standing in line to vote. Voting by mail
would remove my worry Of course, I have
no idea how I can get 2 people to witness
my ballot. There should be a way for my
ballot lo be witnessed.

I am blind, and due to transportation
issues would frnd it a challenge to find
witnesses or a notary 10 validate my
absentee ballot. ln order to complete the
ballot I would find it necessary to rely on a
friend to complete the ballot for me, so my
ballot would not be private. lf I submit my
non private absentee ballot, I would want
a means ofvaifying that the Board of
Elections had in fact received my ballot. ln
conclusion, the currefi syslem is far from
ideal for me- I wanl an online portal for
voting lo be put into place ASAP so that I

and for that matter anyone who would
prefer to complete their ballot online, can
vote independently, and securely. This
technology is available; it just needs to be
implemented.

I suggest that NCGA add postage-paid
envelopes to ensure that all ballots make
il back to BOE making sure that votes are
counled.

I am writing in favor of passage HB 1 1 69.
While not perfect this sets North Carolina
voters up to be able to vole and stay
healthy during these trying times of
pandemic. I believe we need to move lo an
elections model similar to Oregon and
other states that have been using vote by
mail successfully for two decades or
more. ln the meantime, our current mode
of absentee voting is putting at least three
people at risk with the wilnessing
requirements. l, for one, do not have
access to two people who are not at risk
or would put their family at risk. My wife
would be able to witness me mark up the
ballot, but if I were to have my sister
witness, she would endanger her husband
who is recovering from a double lung
transplant.

Dear committee members:
Thank you all for supporting this bill to
secure our elections. I also support
extending voler regislration deadlines,

05/26/2020 03:3'l PM True
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431 I Swarthmore Road, Durham, NC
27707

True

county flexibilily to expand early voting,
and expanding documents suitable for
identification also include municipal and
lown issued utility bill in voters name.
Thanks again for your work and please
remain safe.

Please pass HB 1 1 69 including the
following provisions:
Making it easier for voters to vote by mail
-requesl of absentee ballots on line,
secure drop boxes for returning ballots,
and the reduction of the witness
requirement to one.
Making sure that in-person voting is
readily available, safe and staffed
adequately.

Greetings: As a poll worker in Pender
county, l'm very concerned about the
effects of Covid on voting this fall. Please
do everything possible to make voting
safe and accessible. Provide some
needed funds io individual counties and
let us use them as needed since we are
the ones who know where to focus the
funds. Allow for a large number of
absentee voting making sure that the
USPS can return them or we have drop off
boxes stationed around the counties.
ldeally, the federal government would
allocate necessary funds to create a
robusl voteby-mail option in order to keep
America a democracy. This virus is not
going away by Election Day 2020 and you
need to take this seriously.

Partisan politics is the only explanation
for limiting the participation of every
eligible citizen in our elections. We need to
know that our voices matter. that we are
heard and that lawmakers and other
govefnment ofjicials are chosen by a
majority vote. Citizens musl not be asked
to give up their vote or risk their health and
life, nor should lhey have to give up work
or stand in long lines, especially now.
Whalever measures need to be taken, a
true democracy cannot suppress the vote
in any way.

The feds, trump in particular, are rigging
up to steal the election. Don't let them!
Make voling as easy as possible,

As a registered voter, I am very inlerested
in assuring voting rights for all eligible
citizens. Accordingly, I urge you to enact
legislation that will:
-Ensure that no voter lD should be required
-Extend mail-in and online deadlines for
voler registralion
-Give flexibility back to lhe counties to
make early voting schedules that best
serve their communities to ensure safe in-
person voting
-Allowthe option of contactless drop box
returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes.
-Provide prepaid postaqe for mail in
ballots
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2745$1362

636 Weathergreen Drive, Raleigh, NC True
27615

508 Colony Woods Drive, Chapel Hill, NC True

Thank you.

Fear of the coronavirus should not be a
obstacle to voting. Neither should
employmenl or living alone. Every
registered voter in NC should be able to
vole by an absentee ballot wilhout barriers
and without requiring witnesses. That I

vote and who I vole for is a private,
individual right. A nonpartisan
registration process is the gale keeper to
a safe, fair and secure ballol box.

I am 67 years old and I have asthma. I am
at high risk for Covid 19 complications.
Therefore I need a way to safely vote by
mail from home. I also donl have two
other adults living in my house. l'm glad lo
see a bipartisan bill will make mailvoting
easier, safe and secure.

I AM A VUNERABLE VOTER TO COVID-g
BECAUSE I AM 75 YEARS OLD AND HAVE
DIABETES. I NEED A SAFE WAY TO VOTE
THAT PROTECTS ME THE VIRUS. VOTING
IN PERSON IS RISKY. FINDING TWO
PEOPLE TO VERIFY MY SIGNATURE IS

ALSO RISKY. HOUSE BILL 1169 WOULD
HELPPROTECTME. IFTHE
LEGISLATURE DOES NOTALLOW FOR A
SAFER WAY TO VOTE IT WILL
DISFRANCHISE MY RIGHTTO VOTE.

I am a registered yoter in NC. I grew up in
NC - I attended the first desegrgated
class at Broughton HS. I benefited from
the upgrade in public education; I

participated in the fusl Governor's School.
I registered to vote when I could at 21 -
even though I was forced to take an illegal
literacy test I took it so thal I could vote.
l'm now 74. I have now retired back in NC

and have voted in every election since I

returned. NC taught methe value of
citizenship and voting - in NC history, I

learned that regatding the Civil War, NC

was "the last to secede and the first to
rejoin." Given my age and the health
uncertainties for all cilizens in NC, I want
all of us to be able to vote safely.
So l'm urging the legislature to adopt the
bill recommendations of the Board of
Eleclions - to make voting by mail
available and as unbureaucratic as
possible for all citizens. The facts from
other states make it clear that voting by
mail does NOT lead to voter fraud; ask
California how they maintain security.
And the facts show that voting by mail
does not benefit one party over the other-
I also would urge you not to include voter
lDs in this process. The l€gitimacy of that
law is still under review. lf the courts
uphold the law it will aulomatically be part
ofthe Nov election. Voting is a significant
part of our democracy - please make it
available to all citizens.

Please pass lhis legislation and also
include the following:
Extending voter registration deadlines

05/2612020 03:39 PM Dr. Courtney Caiola
27517
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Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting oplions
Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters

This seems so logicalto do with NC cases
rising at this point in time. Also, for
vulnerable seniors, these steps are
critically important!

We cant have a democracy without
voters. Voters need reasonably easy
access so thai they are able to select the
candidate they choose. ln this crisis
caused by Covid 1 9, our legislation needs
to encourage voting. The uncertainty
about the fall needs action now so people
and BOES are ready.

Thank you for caring enough to pass this
bill to help protect our voting rights and
civil liberties, while also helping us to
protect our livesl No one should have to
make a choice betlveen voting and risking
infection with another outbreak of
COV|Dl9. I personally will be voting by
absentee ballot as I am protecling many
others at high risk of mortality.

I am lotally blind and need a way to safely
and securely cast my vole. I live alone
and hope not lo be burdened with finding
2 wilnesses or a notary while praclicing
social distancing should I need to use
absentee voting. Making the rules related
to this oplion known now is important in
order to be able to plan ahead and comply
with all ofthe rules. ldeally, an "accessible
online absentee ballol" would allow me to
submit my vote independently and
privately. I would also be able to confirm
my choices before submitting. lfully
understand just how difficult things are for
everyone at this time, I ask that the blind
and visually impaired community not be
ignored, forgotten or completely
disregarded when decisions are made
regarding the rapidly approaching 2020
election.

I suggest that NCGA add postagepaid
envelopes to ensure that all ballots make
it back to BOE making sure thai votes are
counted.

I want to see dropbox sites set up so that
voters can securely drop off a completed
ballot in case the mail systerns are
overwhelmed or nol able to tirnely deliver
ballots to BOE by election day. Dropbox
sites have worked well in olher states, and
I believe it is iime for NC to use this tool to
expand the ways for voters to use
absentee ballots successfully.

I want to see the online portal to requesl
an absentee ballot completed much
quicker and available to all voters. I also
want a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my request beyond

True

True

True
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'12 Moorefreld Drive, Durham, NC 27705 True

True

just BOE office.

While I applaud many of the provisions of
this bill, I would urge two important
changes. First, please remove any voter id
requirements. This provision has already
been slruck down tvvice and means that
'the mafter will be in court again wasting
precious taxpayer dollars for no reason at
all. Second, if absentee ballots cannol be
dropped at a contactless location, then
provide prepaid postage for their return.
Note that Florida courts have just recently
addressed economic penalties to voting
as an illegal poll tax. While the cost of
postage (and obtaining the stamps) may
seem modest, it provides an unnecessary
burden on older and poorer volers. Again,
thank you for lhe many thoughtful
positives in this bill.

It is imperative to have other ways to vote
in North Carolina not only to keep people

safe during this pandemic, butto also
increase accessibility to people that may
otheMise not be able to physically travel
to a voling site, Drop box sites and vote by
mail have been utilized in other states and
have worked well. lt's time for Nc to use
these tools to reduce voler suppression
and increase voter turn out.

Please help us pass vote by mail

Support safe voting! Pass this bill!

I am very much in favor of passing HB
1 1 69 to ensure safer and more convenient
means of ensuring that EVERY eligible
voter in NC is able to vote in future
elections. Along with the provisions
currently in the bill, I would also encourage
the followinq additions to lhe bill:
Extending voter registration deadlines
Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voling plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters.
Thank you for your consideration.

I am 79 years old and have voted in every
election since I lurned 21. This year,

however, in light of the pandemic, I would
ralher have the choice to mail on my
ballot. Oregon has been doing this
successfully for several years, Please
proiect us and let us vote from home.

These added requiremenls for a photo lD
is unnecessary and costly. And it has
been shown to discriminate against
minority voters in particular.
The bill doesnt address barriers to voter
registration such as extending mail-in and
online deadlines for regislration and
providing for online registration more
generally-nol just limit it to DL and state
lD holders
The bill needs to give flexibility back to the
counties to make early voting schedules.

309 Garrou Ave SE, Valdese, NC 28690

1 957 Great Ridge Pkwy, Chapel Hill ,

North Carolina 2751 6

763 Cascade Lake Rd., Pisgah Forest, NC
28768

True

True

True

36034 Sr John',s Ct, Wilmington, Nc
28403

True

42 lnnisfree Dr, Durham, NC 27707 True
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The bill needs to allow the option of
conlactless drop box returns for Absentee
Ballot Container Envelopes.
The bill needs to provide prepaid postage
for mail-in-ballots

1. I don't know where I can frnd wilnesses/
notary while practicing social distancing. I

am worried about a second wave in the
fall, so making the rules known now is
important for me to be able to plan ahead
and comply with all of the rules.
2. I suggest that NCGA add postage-paid
envelopes 10 ensure that all ballots make
it back to BoE making sure that votes are
counted.
3. I wanl to see dropbox sites set up so
that voters can securely drop off a
completed ballot in case the mail systems
are overwhelmed or not able to timely
deliver ballots to BOE by election day.
Dropbox sites have worked well in other
states, and I believe it is time for NC to
use this tool to expand the ways for voters
to use absenlee ballots successfully.
4. I want to see the online portal to
request an absentee ballot clmpleted
much quicker and available to all voters. I

also want a mechanism to check that my
county BoE received my request beyond
jusl calling the BOE office.
5. MAT teams: Section 2(b) - by Auqust 1,
SBOE and DHHS shall submit report to
legislaiure and governor about how MAT
teams can safely access a health facility,
nursing home or rest home to help voters
request vote and return an absentee
ballot. I would be very happy to participate
in MAT for my county and the surrounding
counties. Could you allow registered
voters to gel trained and do this work
across counly lines? specifically for
incarcerated voters, I want to be sure that
their access is not erased if visitation is
nol an option. Could you expand the
recruitment for MAT members and also
allow MAT to participate in assisling
voters while in jail?

i am in support of the HB1 1 69 proposed
legislature but i would like to see the
following additions made to make this a
very comprehensive piece of legislature
lot 2020:-1. Provide secure absentee
ballot drop boxes for all voters,2. Give
flexibility back to counties when creating
early voting plans to ensure we have a
safe in-person voting options, and
3.Extend voter registration deadlines due
to the effects of the pandemic and to
ensure that there will be plenty of time to
cast a vote. This 2020 election must be
protecled and all efforts must be made so
that citizens can vote without any
obstacles placed in their way.
Jerome Brown, Chairman, Wake County
Voter Education Coalition 2020

A person's physical health or
transportation difficulties should not

mr James Sampson



Answer to QueslionName CommentsAddressDate

05126/2020 03:48 PM

05t26/202O 03:49 PM

05/26/2020 03:50 PM

05/2612020 03:50 PM

05/26/20?0 03:51 PM

Maggie Sullivan

Mrs- Laura Dewey

Mrs Sharon Lewis

Susan Alborell

Dr. Deborah Milkowski

32SMonlibello, Mooresville,Nc28117 True

i002ArborValleyLn, ApeKNC27502 True

1 1 Brassie Ct. Candler. NC 2871 5 True

llTDenisedrive, wilmington, Nc28411 True

573DeerRunRd, NewBern,NC28562 True

their to vote. vote by
mail has proven to be secure and
workable in other states - North Carolina
should work toward truly universal
suffrage.

Please pass this bill to allow your
constituents to vote safely in November.
Please do your iob. Fair elections are the
cornerstone of democracy.

Please allow all citizens to vote by mail for
the upcoming November election. People,
includinq me, will not feel comfortable
standing in line waiting to vote at a polling

site.

I support this good bill because il reduces
the number of witness signatures lU have
to get, which will save me a lot of time and
trouble. I really like it because it would
help protect poll workers and us voters
from Covid-1 9!! I wish the bill extended
voter registralion deadlines, and that
would be an easy way to make it even
better. Thank you.

I am in an at risk category.
I have voted in every election since I was
'18. l'm soon to be 67.

Please allow Vote-by-mail.
Taxes, Social security - all manner of
things gel mailed.
To not allow this is io impede voters.

H81169 is a crilical step towards making
the election in November accessible and
safe. This bill lowers the signature
requiremenl on absentee ballots which
will allow voters to vote from home
without having to find two witnesses to
sign lheir absentee ballot. ll will also
make the process of requesting an
absentee ballot easier. lf passed, voters
can request an absentee ballol by fax,
email, phone or via an online portal. HB
'1.169 will also allow individual counties to
assign poll workers where they are most
needed to minimize poll worker shortages.
It will also ensure that polling places have
access to resources to keep their stations
sanitized in order to keep the workers and
public safe. While this is a good slart,
there are a few items that I would like 1o

see included in this bill:
1. Voter registration guidelines should be
extended
2. lndividual counties should havethe
flexibility to create early voting plans that
will meet their populations needs and
ensure safe, in-person voting
3. This bill should provide secure absentee
ballot drop boxes for voters

safe and fair voting process for our
citizens. I realize that many legislators are
concerned about fraud. Certainly, we musl
have a process that is secure to minimize
fraud. However, many other government
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processes make use ofthe methods
outlined above. For instance, tax returns
are now safely processed online by
thousands of Americans. I think it is only
fitting that similar options be presented to
voters.

My opinion of this bill is that it is a step in
the right dkection to helping citizens
reguest a ballot and cast a ballot safely
from home ifthey choose to do so during
this COVID-l 9 pandemic.

I oppose the photo lD requirement in this
bill. Such lDs have repeatedly been struck
down by courts as a deliberate attempt to
constrain voter rights. These requirements
are unconstitutional and undemocraticl I

also want counties to have the right to
determine schedules for early voting and
for determining safe in-person voting.

AS AN EARLY ELECTION OFFICIAL, I
BELIEVE THAT HB 1 1 69 IS D(CELLENT
AND WILL HELP MOVE US IN A
DIRECTION OF HAVING FAIR ELECTIONS
HERE IN STATE. EVERYAMERICAN
SHOULD BE ABLETO SUPPORT CITIZEN'S
RIGHTS TO VOTE - AND FOR THEIR VOTE
TO COUNT.

I suggest lhat the NCGA add postage paid
envelopes to ensure that all ballots make
it back to BOE. Also, I am 72 years old and
and need a way to safely vole from home.l
also dont have two other adults living in
my house. Therefore, I don't know where i
can find witnesses/notary while practicing
social distancing. I am worried about a
second wave in the fall, so making the
rules known now is important for me to be
able to to plan ahead and comply with all
of them.
Respectf ully submitted,

Please support H B 1 1 69. lt is vital that all
voters be lower to exercise their
constitutional righl to vote without
endangering their health. Your vote is
important and voters will consider your
voting record in November.

I am a senior citizen who votes in every
election. I do not wanl to have to make the
choice between possible exposure to a
dangerous virus and making my voice
heard by voting. Please expand voting
rights to ensure that all of us will be able
to easily, safely, and comfortably will be
able to cast our ballots in this vital
election. We do not want a repeat of what
has happened in other states as they
subjecled voters to long lines and spread
this virus.

Pass the billl!

I strongly support this legislation. Due to
COVID-l 9, we need lo strenglhen our mail-
in voting system and provide voters with
more and easier alternatives to in-person
voting.

l'm in favor of making the absentee ballol

4lTCedarHillLane Raleigh,NC27609 True

87'12 DEERLAND GROVE DR, RALEIGH,
NC 2761 5

True

True

True

True

7004 Lassens Trail, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 TrueG€orge Fitzpatrick
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Mrs. Lee Lumpkin

Dr. Sarah Bowen-Pasfield

Mr Drew Langsner

3530CarmelRoad, Charlotte,NC28226 True

900 Norris Street, Raleigh, NC 27604 True

775 Black Pine Ridge Rd, MARSHALL, NC True
28753

'I 1 1 Lawrence Tee Ln, Mooresville, NC True

the method of voting in the
state of NC this year and the future. lt has
been proven effective in other states,
Oregon, Washington and Colorado.

I believe all eligible people should vote. lt
is a right and it should be a duty.

The laws and procedures should make it
easierto cast ballots by mail. There does
not seem to be case that it would lead to
rampant fraud. we were told by election
officials from both political parties that is
has not been a problem.

ln the future we should also consider
evolving to a system using something
similar to those used by the military and
other government agencies where
Common Access Cards can provide an
electronic signature for verifying
identification.

ln the current environmenl, as a
septuagenarian I and others may be at risk
if we had to vote in person loday. There is
no guarantee that the situation will be any
better in the fall. lf that is the case we
should be encouraging and simplifying
voting by mail and setting up more early
voting sites and limes 10 help keep crowd
sizes down.

I support this bill. We need to encourage
North Carolinians to vote and make it
possible for them lo vote as easily as
possible as we work through the Covidl 9
pandemic.

Please allow mail-in voting for the general
election in November 2020. We need lo
keep our community safe from COVlFl9
and in-person voting still will nol be safe in
November (and wont be until a safe and
effective vaccine is available). Please
referencethe increase in COVID cases
directly attributed to the Wisconsin
primary election in Spring 2020 as an
example of what to avoid here in NC. The
healih of our citizens is monumenlally
important. Please help us all stay safe.
Thank you.

I am in favor of HB 1 1 69. There is no good
reason that it should be difficull to register
lo vote, orlo use a vote by-mail ballot. ln
a democracy cilizens should be
encouraged to vote. Especially this year,

with covid 19 in our communities, it
makes sense to be able to vote without
the risk of exposure to the corona virus.

I believe this bill is a good first step to
making sure the November election is fair,
safe and accessibleto all voters. I

support temporarily reducing the witness
requirement for absentee ballot
submissions from two witnesses to one
and allowing absentee ballot requests to
be submitted by email, fax, or online.

05/2612020 03:58 PM Dr. Kavita Wissmann
28117
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Mr Michael Retchless

Ms. Kathy Bartlett

Oliver Bradley

Dr Nancy Spann

Dr Dorothy Harper

Dian€ Ursano

1718JamesStreet, Durham,NC27707 True

1427AcadiaSt.,Durham,NC27701 True

227 Forest Rd, Raleigh, NC 27605 True

77 Lambeth D[ Asheville, NC 28803

I am 56 years old and need a wayto safely
vote by mail from home. I am single and
slill work. lt is very hard for me to go 10
the polling place and get time off. l'm glad
to see a bipartisan billwill make mail
voting easier, safe and secure. Please
come logether to make mailing from
home a safe, secure and viable solution to
the covlD 19 virus as well.

I am 66 years old and have two parents in
assisted living who are in their 9Os. The
current absentee system is way to
complicated for seniors. lt looks like it is
designed to trip you up. We need to have
only one signature needed, free postage
anddrop boxes. Please makevoting
from home EASY.

I think that the online portal to request an
absentee ballot should be completed
much sooner and be available to all
voters. There should also be an online
mechanism to check on the status of my
absentee ballot requesl. This would be
much more efficient for all concerned than
calling the BOE office.

Please supportthis bill. We need safe and
secure elections in Novernber.

I am concerned that not all interested
voters will have an opportunity to
complele the voting process safely and
effectively in 2020. I recommend that
early voting be extended, that more voting
siles be established (to shorten lines), and
that no-contact methods of handling
absentee ballots be developed in time to
educate the public about the processes
involved. I am also concerned that Section
1 0 - A is included in the bill. I think
requiring a voter lD is not constitutional.

Ensuring safe voting in Novemb€r is an
urgenl responsibility of the NCGA. Our
democracy depends on the sanctity of the
ballol. And in this year of a lethal
pandemic, your job is to ensure the vote
and provide for the safety of the citizens
of North Carolina. Your sacred duty is to
support and defend the Constitution of the
United States. You cannot fulfill that
obligation without ensuring access to the
vote. Given public health research, as
many as zl0% of your constituents have
one or more comorbidity that leave them
vulnerable to extreme illness or death
from the Coronavirus. Many of those
North Carolinians will wanl to vote. How
many will be too afraid to go to the polls?
It',s only May, but the unconscionable lack
of a Federal public healtb plan to lest and
trace the progress of the Coronavirus
doesnt not provide reassurances that the
pandemic will have run its course or been
stamped out by Fall when Seasonal
influenza relurns.
And there will be no vaccination by then.

I support thsi bill because I believe voting
by mail should be an option and made as

True

True1070 Christmas Pl, Greensboro, North
Carclina27410

324 Old Piedmont Circle, Chapel Hill NC True
27516

394StanleyDrive, Henrico,NC27842 TrueMrs Barbara Dillard
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Mr. Walter Wood

Ms. Kate Fellman

Ms Marsha Munn

304 Hedrick St Beauforl, NC 2851 6-2085 True

4 MISTY MORNING CT, DURHAM, NC
27712

True

2800 Paddle Place Raleigh, North
Carolina 27615

True

easy as possible especially in this time of
the CoVID Crisis.

This bill provides important changes
during this period of pandemic. Please
support il.

l'm concerned that this legislation does
not go further in addressing the need for
ballot access and assistance to vulnerable
populations such as seniors and residents
of assisted living facilities and people who
are currently incarcerated but eligible to
vote. The absentee ballot request process
has changed from prioryears. What
education and communily outreach will
lhe BOE be doing to ensure that anyone
who is eligible has an absentee ballol
request form and a registration form in-
hand if the citizen does not have internet
access? l'm concerned that withoul face-
to-face education on the form processes
and procedures, voters will become
overwhelmed or not provide all the
necessary information lo receive their
ballol. Will the state support a robust
communications and voter services
outreach plan? Detention centers are not
listed on the responsibilities of MAT
teams. Current law is lacking in securing
citizens right to vote from jail. Dropboxes
in each county should be secured at all
early voting sites and at the BOE office so
voters can drop forms and maintain
distance.
I'm also concerned that this bill does not
include specifications of how lhird party
groups can support voters.

To Whom lt May Concern:
I would like to see Early Voting more
flexible and allow counties to decide whal
lhey want to offer. ln order to be socially
distant and convenient to more voters in
my county (wake), I would like to see
more sites open . I know we are under
budget constraints so making sure that
my county BOE has flexibility to make a

schedule that works for more voters is
imporlant. lt would mean more voters
could use EV and b€ more evenly
distributed so no standing in lines.

I suggesl also that the General Assembly
add funding for postagepaid envelopes to
ensurethat all ballots make it backto BoE
so that all votes are counted.

Dropbox sites are also a great idea so that
voters can securely drop off a completed
ballot in case the mail systems are
overwhelmed or not able to timely deliver
ballots to BOE by election day. Dropbox
sites have worked well in other states, and
I believe il is time for Nc to use this tool to
expand the ways for voters to use
absentee ballots successfully.

l'd also like to see the online portal to
request an absenlee ballot completed
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Dr Karen Oles

Mrs Gillian Roberts

mrs m woolley

11214 Martin St, Winston-Salem, NC -
North Carolina 271 03

True

607SCam€lliaSt, ChapelHill, NC27516 True

22 college st, asheville, nc 28801 True

much quicker and available to all voters
AND a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my request beyond
just calling the BOE office.

The virus has been responsible for a lot of
bad things but some good things in terms
of our democracy could come out oflhis.
Thank you for considering these ideas.

We must do everything we can to
encourage citizens to exercise their righl
to vote if we wish to continue to be a
democracy.
There should be more voter registration
opportunities. I request thal the 25day
limit be extended and online voter
registration should be allowed. Setting up
roadblocks by mandating a photo lD that
is onerous for many people, making
people travel long distances to vote or
making voting more complicated should
be criminal. There is no voter fraud. But
there is voter obstruction and repression.
Many people cannot afford time away
from work or home to stand in long lines.
Others are unable lo come to polls due to
disabilities or illnesses. COVID-19 is
making it unsafe for many of us to go to
the polls.
Give flexibility back to the counties to
allow early voting siles to vary hours of
operation. Give options for time and place.
Other ilems:
HAVA lDs should be acceptable for use in
the absentee ballol request application.
Require the one-witness requirement be
clearly indicated on the Absenlee Ballot
Container Envelope.
Allow the option of contactless drop box
returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes.
Thank you.

During this extraordinary timg the
legislature should be making it as easy as
possible for North Carolinians 10 vote
safely form home i.e. by mail.
lncluding ihe requirement of an lD is
politically motivated and just adds to an
already difficult situation. Democracy
means everyone gets a chance to vote.
The governmenl, local or national serves
the people.

We need a fair and just election system
that does not ignore the laws and and ihe
current pandemic we are facing.
It would benefit all to have a vote by mail
and extending voter registration
deadlines.
Giving flexibility back to counties when
crealing early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options.
Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters.

I urge you to pass HB I 1 69 to help insure
safe and fair elections throughout our
state, even should there be a resurgence

Dr. Matthew Greenwolfe 1842ForestRd.. Durham.NC27705 True
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Ms. Pamela Young

Madhavi Kreval

340SandhillsCir, Pinehurst,NC28374 True

2429 Castleburg Drive, Apex NC 27523 True

of the Covidl9 pandemic in the fall. I have
studied the issue and studies show that
provisions such as the lower signature
requirement to enable more peopleto vote
from home and procedures to ease
absentee ballot requests do not privilege
one political party or another. This makes
sense, as the playing field is even and the
party or candidale who can best motivate
and convince voters still wins.

I also urge you to consider additional
legislation to make it easierto find and
train younger poll workers lo keep as
many polling stations open as possible, to
provide funding for personal protective
equipmenl for poll workers and
sanitization at polling sights, secure and
safe ballot boxes for dropping off
absente€ ballots, extending voler
registration deadlines (as outreach is
more diffrcult under current conditions),
and giving counties flexibility to choose
safer polling sites and take measure lo
keep voters and poll workers safe.

I support House Bill 1 i 69 and ask that you
all support it too for the health of your
North carolina voters. This bill would
allow several provisions for health and
safety during this difficult time of the
Coronavirus to allow for fair elections.
Voters could request absentee ballots
more easily online, by phone, email or fax
and more safely and vote from home
more easily and safely. The bill gives more
flexibilitylo assign necessary poll workers
and provides sanitizing resources for their
health and safety, Please consider
supporting this bill so everyone can
exercise their right to vote while
preserving the health ofthe voters and the
integrity oflhe electoral process to
include everyone safely. Thank you.

The 1 5th. 19th. 24th and 26th
Amendments to the Constitution of the
Uniled States all affected voting rights as
did several Federal and Slate laws - in the
simplest termq persons who are citizens
ofthe United States ofAmerica and are
over the age of 1 8, no matter their race,
color, economic status, or religious
affiliation have a right to vote in this
country. The right to vote is one ofthe
most basic and fundamental right granted
to a citizen ofthe United States of
America. During this uncertain time of a
global pandemic, voters should feel safe
about voting in the upcoming election. lf
voters do not feel safe appearing in
person at a polling site to vote, they
should be able to request an absentee
ballot. Therefore, the absentee ballot
process should be as simple and
convenient as possible. This bill will
ensure that all citizens in North Carolina
will be able to cast their in the manner that
they feel most comfortable. Please enact
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Bettie Slusser 727 Gulfstre€im Drive, Kure Beach, NC
28449

True

Prof./Ms. Bland & Ann Cary Simpson 3100 Morrow
Carolina 2751

Farm Ln, Chapel Hill, North True
6-9712

Executive Director Vicki Lee Parker 6ii3AmberBluffsCrescent Raleigh, NC True
27616

rhis bill, keepinq in mind the needs nol
just your constituents, but all ofthe
registered voters in North Carolina.

I support absentee voting so that ALL
citizens who legally qualify to vote.can do
so while protecting their health and
without needing to stand in long lines
which is physically impossible for some
people.

Tuesday, May 261h,2020

To the Chair and Committee Members, NC
State House Elections Committee:

We are writing to express our strong
support for HB 1 1 69. particularly because
it:

a/ eases ihe signature requirement on
absentee ballots while maintaining the
integdty of those ballots; b/ makes asking
for an absentee ballot easier for voters; c/
offers flexibility to counties as to
assigning poll workers; and provides
precinct sanitation resources for poll
work€rs and voters.

We hope you will consider additional
provisions:

1/ efiending voter registration deadlines;
2/ allowing counties resources towards
precinct safety in early-voting plans; and
3/ creating a system of secure drop-boxes
for absentee.ballots.

Thanking you for your consideration, we
are,

Sincerely,

Bland & Ann Cary Simpson
3100 Morrow Farm Lane
Chapel Hill, NC 275'16

Dear: NC General Assembly Elections and
Ethics Law Committee Members
We are business leaders from numerous
sectors and companies of all sizes. We
serve millions of customers across the
state and throughout the Uniled States,
thanks in part to our growing economy
over the past years and our safe
communities. Maintaining both require
that North Carolina legislators and
policymakers support policies that allow
for safe voting in the 2020 election.
First, we want to thank all the state
representatives who worked logether to
draft H81169. lt contains a number of
significant provisions that the North
Carolina Business Council (NCBC)
believes will allow voters to
participate in the upcoming

safely
election

Namely approving the matching funds in
order lo receive federal funds from the
CARES Act and HAVA (Help America Vote)
Act, and reducing the witness requiremenl
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for absentee ballots to 1 witness instead
of 2.
While we lruly appreciate and applaud lhe
effort that went into drafting this bill,
NCBC is concerned thal it doesnl go quile
far enough. NCBC urges the Elections and
Elhics Law to consider the following
additional recommendations.
1. Grant NCSBE more time to count
absentee ballots.
Since the NCSBE anticipates a surge in
ballots near the Election Day deadline,
they requested more time to process
them. NCBC agrees with the NCSBE and
requests thal the GA includes NCSBE
requests for an additional 4 days to count
ihe ballots and to eliminate lhe deadline
for ballots received on the Saturday before
the election.
2. Remove the following two provisions
from the proposed bill.
NCBC is concerned that the following
provision is outside the scope of this bill
and should be removed and addressed
separately at a later time.
'I . To require a photo lD for lhose voting
in person.

As we begin the gradual reopening of our
economy, many businesses and their
employees are heading back to work. With
all the efforts weve made lo curtail
Covid-l 9 infections, we must safeguard
our progress both for lhe health of our
people and the health of our economy.
Businesses, their employees, and
communities can flourish when they
exercise their right to vote. But only if they
can do so safely.
NcBc trusts that the NCGA will consider
our concerns and revise H81 1 69
accordingly. Thank you all for your hard
work during these challenging times and
stay safe.

Sincerely,
Vicki Parket North Carolina Business
Council, Raleigh,
vlparker@ncbusinesscouncil.org
Bill Graham, Renaissance Wilmington
Foundation, Wilmington, 28401
bill.rwf@gmail.com
Michael Sweeney, Triangle Nonprofit &
Volunteer Leadership Center, Apex, 27539
mike@thevolunteercenter.org
William Lucas, First Chronicles
Community Church Daycare, Durham,
27701 wlucas6@nc.rr.com
Erin Gallagher, NCBC, Raleigh, 27601
erin.minke.gallagher6@gmail.com
Drew Becker, Realization Press, Willow
Spting,27592
drewbeckerl 1 @gmajl.com
Eric Kelly lll, Black Business Expo USA,
Dwham,27701
erickelly45@gmail.com
Lisa Bartell, Lisa Bartell Fine Afi, Durham,
NC, USA, 2771 3
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Joan Lloyd

Mrs Patricia Likely

ll9Twisted Oak Place, Durham, NC
27705

4518 Stantonsburg Road, Greenville,
North Carolina 27834

TrUe

True

info@lisabartell.com
Joe Lurie Durham,27701
jslurie@gmail.com
Danielle Caldwell, The Children's Room,
LLC, Durham,2770
dcaldwell-77@yahoo.com
Kathryn Graham, Renaissancewilmington
Foundation, Wilmington, 2840 1

kbramble@hotmail.com
Jim Clotfelter, retired, Greensboro, 2741 0
jimcrosa65@gmail.com
Eric Hallman, Piedmont Food Processing
Center, Hillsborough, 27278
lehallman@gmail.com
Amy Elliott, Religious Coalition for NVD
Durham,27705
amyelliott464@gmail.com
Jerusha Smith, StarRise Financial Group,
Greensboro, 27438
slarrisel @hotmail.com
Carolyn Winder, Member democralic
district 20-08, Apex, 275O2
carolyn.rdumba@gmail.com
Kim Mclntosh, selfemployed, Raleigh,
27606
KimMclntoshLLC@gmail.com
Willard Bass, lDR, lnc, Winston Salam,
27103
revwillard.bass@gmail.com
Katie Gailes, Raleigh,
katie@katiegailes.com

This bill leaves out all the important parts
and spends the rest of its time punishing
people. where is the compassionate,
even the reasonable, effort to insure all
people who want to vote, can vote? This is
just misguided treachery to the people's
cause. DO YOUR JOB. Make it easy'to
vole. Make it easy to vote by mail or
internet, Get in the 21 st century.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

Wilh so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, eleclion relief bill House Bill
'1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions 1o make il easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vole-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voler regislralion
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
broadening access poinls for maiFin
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballors (like a urility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
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Mrs Nancy Hardin

Elizabeth Searles-Bohs

439 N Serenity Hill Circle Chapel Hill, NC True
27516

5001 MurphySchool Rd, Durham, NC True
27705

expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back lo counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot al avoiding
lhe mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 eleclions.

As a North Carolina voter, can I counl on
you to support amendments that would
expand HBl 1 69's basic prolections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

Safe and secure election process is
essential to our republic. The coronavirus
pandemic has alerted us to the need for
change in our procedures.

Our commitment to voter access has
never been tested as severely as this year.
we need rules to make it clear and easy to
access multiple voling modes. And we
need funding to allow BOES to carry lhese
out - and then pivot when we get thrown
another curve ball.

ldeas that make sense to me:
More access to Early Voting with goal of
diminishing lines and close contact
Alternalives to notarizing and two aduli
signatures for Absentee Ballots if voters
cannot safely acquire these signalures
Postage-paid envelopes for return of
absentee ballols
Drop boxes 1o avoid dependence on USPS
and save costs if we have postage paid
return envelopes
Online system for requesting an absentee
balloi and tracking whether it has been
sent and whether il has been received
back al BOE
A plan and active support for getting help
to those in facilities that are currently
closed off - nursing homes, my parents'
retirement community, iails

we must make decisions about the rules
and options as soon as possible so the
information can be disseminated early.
And the funding has to be in place to carry
out these plans.

Thank you for working on this. Voting
access is essential to our democracy and
to our confidence in our governmental
systems- now morethan ever. Our
democracy feels fragile right now We
must strenglhen it and knowing that all
voices are heard at the ballot box is more
crilical than ever.

Please ensure that all North Carolinians
can vote by mail in November. Thank you.

402 Brookshire Lane, wilmington, NC
?84A9

05/26/2020 04:26 PM Dr. Lindsay Maitland True



CommentsAnswer to QuestionDate Submitted AddressName

05/26/2020 04:26 PM

05126/2Q2004i27 PM

05/26/2020 04:27 PM

05/26/2920 04:28 PM

05/26/2020 04:28 PM

Ms Nancy Couts

Mr Kenneth Byrd

Rae Fulton

Cathy Buckley

Mr Matthew Krevat

6 Timberlyne Rd, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 True

3300 Robin Hood Dr, Greensboro, NC
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False

7265 Seashell lnsw 1 03, ocean lsle
Beach, nc 28469

True

710 lndependence Place 701. Raleigh, NC True
27603

2429 Castleburg Drive, Apex, NC27523 True

Thanks for the good start lo this bill!
Please continue to expand ii by making
voter regislralion easier for those without
drivers licenses, increase the ease of
voting by wriften ballot, and be creative
and flexible in ensuring the safety of all
during in person voting. We must all
adapt 1o the changes needd in response
to this pandemic and ensure ease and
safety of voting to ensure the strength of
our democracy. Thank you for your
thoughtful, courageous consideration.

I think this bill is a considerable
improvement to making voting accessible
in current limes of social distancing.
Especially, the requirement for only 1

witness instead of 2 for mail-in ballots.
More time for early voter regiskation
would be an improvement also,

I am encouraging the committ3 to allow
for every registered NC voler to vote by
mail.
I am 67 yrs old, have diabetes and
muscular dystrophy. Because of COVID
1 9, my husband had chosen not to work
for the past 2 months ,so as not to
potentially bring the virtue into our home.
we only go outside our home for groceries
and prescriptions .We want to have the
right to vote while continuing to make the
choices we feel are safe for us

I appreciate everything this bill would do
to make it safer for me to vole, as I am in
a vulnerable group for the coronavirus. As
I intend to physically distance whenever
possible, eliminating the 2-witness
requirement is much appreciated, as well
as makng ii easier for me to request an
absentee ballot. Please do whatever you
can to increase flexibility and to make it
easier for all of us to safely exercise our
hard-won right to vote.
Thanks.

I have missed votinq in one election since
I made North Carolina my permanent
residence in 1 988. My fatherinlaw was
taken to the hospital the day before
Election Day and we had to drive to
Virginia to be with him. After thal I started
absentee voting for major elections to be
sure my vote was cast, and still showed
up for every municipal election in person,
until Early Voting made absentee voting
unnecessary. NoW as I look at absentee
voting in a time of pandemic, it is more
complicated than it was decades ago.
That makes no sense. Voting is our most
fundamental right and responsibility.
Attempts 10 make it harder to vote are
some of the most embarrassing moments
in our hislory. Pass HB1 1 69 and ensure
that all North Carolinian citizens who are
eligible to vote can vote: Easily. Safely.
Remotely if necessary. There is a word for
someone who wants to suppress the vote,
but it isn't patriotic.
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Madhavi Krevat

Ms. Eleanor Wertman
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The 1 sth, 1 9rh, 24th and 26th
Amendments to the Constitution ofthe
United States all affected voting rights as
did several Federal and State laws - in the
simplest terms, persons who are citizens
oflhe Unitd Slates of America and are
over the age of 1 8, no matter their race,
color, economic stalug or religious
affiliation have a right to vote in lhis
country. The right to vote is one ofthe
most basic and fundamental right granted
to a citizen of the united stales of
America. During this uncertain time of a
global pandemic, voters should feel safe
about voting in the upcoming election. lf
voters do not feel safe appearing in
person al a polling site to vote, they
should be able to request an absentee
ballot. Therefore, the absenlee ballot
process should be as simple and
convenient as possible. This bill will
ensure that all citizens in North carolina
will be able to cast their ballots in the
manner that they feel most comfortable.
However, more is needed. MaiFin and
online deadlines need to be extended.
Voters should be able to use ahernate lDs
like a utility bill or bank statement.
Counties should have the flexibility to plan
their early voting based on the needs of
their cilizens. Please enact this bill,
keeping in mind the needs of notjust your
constituents, but all of the registered
voters in North Carolina.

I am a North Carolina residenl and a
public heallh professional working for
UNC Health. I am witnessing firsthand lhe
damage that coronavirus is causing to
local communities and am terrified that
without adequate electoral protections,
citizens will be forced to choose between
exercising their right to vote and
prolecting their health. I write to urge the
legislature 10 take concreie steps 10

ensure everyone can safely exercise their
right to vote this fall. Key steps to take
include:
- Creating secure dropbox locations for
voters to drop offlheir completed mailin
ballots in case the postal system is
overwhelmed by the volume of absentee
ballots.
- lmproving the process for voters to verify
their absentee ballol request was received
(i.e. offering an online portal in addition to
directing people to call lheir local BoE).
- Deliberately focusing on recruiting and
training younger election workers to
protect higher-risk, older individuals from
possible coronavirus exposure at the
polls.
- Granting counties flexibility to offer more
early voting sites that are open for shorter
hours. Allowing counties to offer as many
early voling sites as possible during peak
early voting hours will help avoid
congestion at the polls without ovefiaxing
already-siretched county budgels.
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We must act NOW to ensure every citizen
is able to safely exercise their right to vote
this fall. Thank you for your attention to
this urgent public health matter.

As a 71 year old and a cancer survivor, I

support HB 1169. Mywife is 70 and has
an autoimmune disorder as well as also
being a cancer survivor. We have both
submitted applicalions for absentee
ballots. An additional benefit for
everyone, that submits an absentee ballot
application, would be to confirm on-line
that their applicalion has been received.
Currently, you have to call your local Board
of Elections for this confirmalion. I worked
as a volunteer poll official during the most
recent primary authorizing the voter to
receive a ballot. Due to COVID-I 9, I am
uncertain aboul volunteering again in
November will be in my wife's nor my best
inlerest. lt is imperative thal we follow the
science and adhere to the current
dkection of staying at home. Please vole
to implemem HB 1169.

Please expand and protect voting rights
including mail-in ballots.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID{ 9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election retief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easie[ for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcominq 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote
by-mailwitness requirements to one, and
provjding a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counlies, HB1 1 69 musl do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
votiBg reguests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These muclpneeded additions would qive
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our stale's voiers safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on

True

True
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you to support amendments thal would
expand HBi 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this monlh?

I believe it is important to lower barriers to
voting. Voting fraud has nol been a
problem in the past but thought should
slill be given to minimizing the potential
for fraud. lt is a tradeoff. lf 1,000 more
people are allowed to vote and there is 1

vote thal is fraudulent, I think that is a fair
price to pay for the other 999 to have their
voles counted. Where the ratio threshold
is that warrants further restrictions is a
matter of opinion. However, there is little
evidence that would indicate we are
anywhere near a concerning threshold.

I sugg€st making Early Voting more
flexible and allowing coufiies to decide
what they want lo offer. In order to be
socially dislanl and convenient io more
voters in my county, I wanl 1o see more
sites open for fewer/highest-use hours. I

know my county is under budget
constraints so making sure that mY

county BOE has flexibility to make a
sch€dule that works for more voters
means that we can have more voters use
EV but more evenly distributed and not
standing in long lines.

Specifically for incarcerated voters, I want
to be sure that their access is not erased if
visitation is nol an option. Could you

expand the recruitment for MAT members
and also allow MAT to participate in
assisting voiers while in jail.

Partly because of the current pandemic
and related uncertainties, I urge you to go
beyond the provisions in HB1 1 69 by:
* mandating a minimum number of polling
places per county based on population;
* expanding lhe time deadlines for voter
registralion and early voting;
* allowing counties to tailor early voting
provisions to the needs their residenls;
* clarifying what a voter who requests an
absentee ballot must do or not do before
voting in person at a polling place.

And because of the many changes in
election laws in recenl years, HBl 1 69
must ensure equal access to the ballol by
all cilizens.

Respectfully,

phil fonville

I am writing to request that this bill be
passed to assure all NC voters the equal
opportunityto vote in our upcoming
November election. As for me, I have sent
in an absentee ballot request because I

dont know if il will be safe for me lo go
vole in person this fall. I have underlying
health issues that put me in a high risk
category for exposure to others who are

05126/202004:37 PM Deborah Steiner 10102 Mountain Apple Drive, MintHill, Nc True
28?27
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True
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sick. And coronavirus most
dangerous because people can be
spreading it and not be symptomatic at
all.

To rxe, it would be a good idea to mail or.rt
posl-paid applications for absentee
ballots to all NC citiz€ns. Of course, some
people wouldnt be eligible or haven't
registered yet but that would give the
oplion to all would-be voters.

Thank you for listening.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the covlD-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 

'169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make il easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruilment requirements, reducing vote
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counlies, HBl 1 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
broadening access poinls for mail-in
voting requests by allowing volers to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or olher
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of olher states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

I am in favor ofthis bill to make voting
safer and more accessible in the 2020
election, in view of our present covid
pandemic. I thank those who worked in a
biparlisan manner to make this bill
possible.

ln a democracy, there should be no
obstacles. to voling! Especially during this
pandemic, citing by mail should be easy

05/26/2020 04:39 PM Ms Jill Castelli True
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Greensboro, True
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Carolina 28804

spouse sheftering with us. Also, since
there will doubtless need to be regular
polls open on November 3rd, begin
lraining less at{isk poll workers
asap...surely there are many without iobs
now who would welcome the money?

Lower the
absentee

signalure requirements on
ballols so no witnesses

required-coronavirus makes very
difficult for person living alone to have
witness. Why do the voting machine
vendors refuse to allow computer science
professors (son is computer science
professor) to test before elections the
voling machines to see if the machines
can and have been hacked? Want
flexibility for counties to assign poll
workers so can address polential poll
worker shortages and to create early
voling plans for safety of in-person voting.

I don't see where having a voter lD added
to ihe bill in question will, in any way,
improve it. lt woutd, in fact slow it down,
and we need lhat bill to pass NOW.
Please remove the voter lD requirement
from HB 1 169. ALL voters must have
access to volinq that is in the
Constilution.

I support HB 1 1 69 - Elections 2020. This
bill will ensure that the November election
is fair, safe and accessible to all Nc
voters. I would encouragethe Houseto
consider exiending the voter registration
deadline and providing secure absentee
ballot drop boxes so lhat voters can drop
off their ballot without compromising their
health and safety. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on this important
piece of legislation.

I support House Bill 1 1 69, and request
that you consider the following additions:
- Extend voter registration deadlines,
- Give flexibility to counties when ereating
early voting plans to enhance safe in-
person voting options
- Provide secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters

Dear House Elections and Ethics
Committee Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solulions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitmenl requirements, reducing vole

True

206BartlettCircle,Hillsborough,NC True
27278

750 Weaver Dairy Rd Apl223, Chapel Hill,
NC 2751 4

True

3559 Hamstead Ct, Durham, NC 27707 True
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by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HBI 1 69 must do more to
prolect more voters. That includes things
like:

- allowing more access to voter
regislration by extending mail-in and
online deadlines,
- broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing voters lo use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paychecK or other
governmenl-issued lD), and
- expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties lo make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of olher states lhat have
unnecessarily exposed voters io the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our states voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, please support
amendments that would expand H81 1 69's
basic protections for North Carolina
voters this month.

Thank you for your service to our state
and your consideralion ofthese
comments.

Sincerely, L. Dale McKeel, Durham NC

For the sake of our democracy, it is
imperative that voting in the fall election
be offered to every voter in the safest
possible way. Given that lhe medical
experts anticipate a resurgence ofthe
coronavirus in the fall, voting by mail may
be the only safe method. HB 1 169 makes
some important changes that will assure
wider participation in the election. Every
citizen's right to vote must be prolected.
Please pass this important bill.

I am 75 years old and need a way to safely
vote by mailfrom home. ,A.lso, I have only
one other adult living in my house. l'm
glad to see a bipartisan billto make mail
voting easier, safer, and more secure. ln
addition, I suggest that the NCGA provide
funds for poslagepaid envelopes 1o
ensurethat all ballols are received bylheir
respective BOE. 11 would also be very
helpful to set up drop-boxes for voters to
securely drop off a completed ballot in
case the mail systems are overwhelmed
or not able 1o deliver ballots to BOE by
election day. Dropbox sites have worked
well in other states, and I believe it is time
for NC 1o use this tool lo expand the ways
for voters to use absentee ballots
successfully.

Speaking as a passionate voter who is 84Ms. Suzanne Adams
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True
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27514
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years about
voting in read

about the people who became infected
after Wisconsins disastrous primary.
PLEASE protect our Republic by
authorizing VOTING BY MAIL. Several
states have done this withoul trouble, my
former stale of Colorado being one of
them. VOTE FOR HOUSE BILL 1169! We're
watching, we voters!

This is an extremely important bill since it
strives to insure that the entire stale will
be able to cast a ballot. This bill lends
great help in nol allowing
the coronavirus to hinder people from
seeing that their vote is counied. The
addition of a slatemenl requiring a voter
lD attempts to
pass lhe most injurious form of voter
suppression and strikes atthe heart
fairness to all. This requirement musl be
struck from this bill immediately.

Please add to the HBl 1 69:
Providing secure absentee ballot drop
LJoxes for voters

This bill makes it easier to use an
absentee ballot, which helps keep voters
safe. I also support letting local county
boards choose their early voting schedule.

I suggest making Early Voting more
flexible and allowing counties to decide
what they want to offer. ln order to be
socially distant and convenient to more
voters in my county, I want to see more
sites open for highest-use hours. I know
my county is under budget constraints so
making sure lhat my county BOE has
flexibility to make a schedule that works
for more volers means that we can have
more voters use EV but more evenly
distributed and not standing in long lines.
Many voters will likely chose to vote by
absentee ballot due to the uncertair$y of
COVID-I 9. I would like to see the General
Assembly add postageaaid envelopes to
ensure that all absentee baflots make it
back to BoE so that all votes are included
and counted.

Dear Representatives on the House
Elections and Ethics Committee,

I am being haunted by the visions of
people standing in long lines wearing face
masks as they voted in the midst of the
coronavirus epidemic during the April 7,

2020 Michigan eleclion. The vole was so
important to each one oflhose voters,
that they risked their health in order to
vote. I pray that NO ONE in North Carolina
needs to make that horrible choice in
November 2020.

ln the current First Edition of HB 1 1 69, I

am thankful lhal you have:

relaxed some poll worker recruitment
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requiremenls,
reduced vote-by-mail witness
requirements to one, and
provided a modesl financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties.

Please keep these incredibly valuable
components in this bill.

However, there is much more that HB1 169
must do more to protect NC voters.

Please add these components to the next
version ofthis bill:. allow more access lo voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,. broaden access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paychecK or other
government-issued lD), and. expand safe in-person voting and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make the Early Voting plans
that best serve their communities.

These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a much better shot at
avoiding the election mistakes that
Michigan and other states have made.
Each mistake unnecessarily exposed
volers to the deadly coronavirus, and 52
people who participated in the Michigan
election actually DID contract the virus.
There is NO excuse for that to happen
here.

As a North Carolina voter, I believe that I

can counl on you to make this your top
priority: protecting the health of our
people as they vote in spite ofthe
coronavirus. Please support amendments
that would expand HB1 1 69's basic
protections for North Carolina voters this
month.
Thank you.

I would like to see drop boxes forthe mail
in ballot so don't have to rely on post
offrce and having postage. I moved here
from N€blaska and we always voted by
mail and put in a secure outdoor drop box
at nearby library. Also there was a
website where you could check to make
sure your ballot had been processed.

House Eleclions and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-l9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 musl provide additional common
sense solulions to make h easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
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recruitment requirements, reducing vote
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providrng a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 musi do more to
protecl more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
votinq requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a ulility
bill, bank statement or paycheck or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counlies to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give

North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other slates that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our states volers safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments thal would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

I believe HB 1 169 is a good start to better
voting in NC. An absentee ballot should
be made easierto use. I am of an age
where it is diffrcult to stand in line and
drive up is not my cup oftea.

Please support this bill. lt is necessary
and needed during this unprecedented
time.

I am very concerned about voting at the
pools in the face of a pandemic. lf there is
insufficient access to mail in voting there
will be large crowds that I am not
comfortable with.

Please pass this bill. We don't know whal
circumslances will be in effect at election
time due to the coronavirus and we
cannot make people choose belween
voting and endangering their health or life.

lf this is for mailing ballots and absentee
voting pass it.

Please pass this bill. I would also like to
see secure ballot dropboxes. Thank you.

Thank you so much for working in a
bipartisan manner on HBl l 69 for fair and
safe elections. n is imperative that we
have voting laws lhat allow NC voters to
feel safe in the process and to also feel
that the elections are secure. I agree with
the requirement ofjusl one signature for
an absentee ballot and being able to
request an absentee ballot by email/fax/
phone, Also positive is flexibility for
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counties to assign poll workers and funds
for providing sanitation producls to
precincts. I strongly encourage
consideration of ballot drop boxes so
voters feel sure that their ballot made il to
the election board especially since
President Trump claimed "mailboxes will
be robbed." Thisjust seems like an easy
straight foMard add that would put many
voters minds at ease. So appreciatethe
ability to comment.

Thanks for working in a bipartisan way to
help ensure voting access for all North
Carolinians.
Regarding universal voting by mail, ldon't
understand the rationale for banning il.
There's next to no objective evidence of
voter fraud by maiFin voting, and it helps
older and confined people to voie safely. lt
seems to be less prone to fraud than the
in-person ballot box, and might help to fix
problems such as NC voters faced in the
gth congressional district.

I am writing to urge you to make il easier
for voters to submit ballots by mail for the
2020 general election. I also urge you to
increase funding for election processes in
all areas of North Carolina, perhaps using
some of the federal assistance money
allocated for states.
Due to the covid-1 9 pandemic, changes in
voting procedures in most localities will
be crucial to having an orderly election
this autumn whose results will be
accepted. During the 2020 primary
season, I seryed as an election official, but
am hesitant to sign up for the fall. I am an
older worker with some underlying health
risks. I do not want to have to choose
between serving the public and slaying
healthy. Please take proactive measures
to insure that we can hold free, fair, and
safe elections for anyone eligible to vote.
Thank you!

I want to see dropbox siles set up so that
voters can securely drop off a completed
ballot. Dropbox sites have worked well in
other states, and I believe it is time for NC
to use this tool to expand the ways for
voters to use absentee ballots
successfully.

The bill feels quite comprehensive. Glad
lo know it is a non-partisan bill.
Following are a few suggestions:
1. lt feels important to keep voter
registralion open as long as possible, and
close itjust before election day.
2. Have easy access to absentee ballots
without the need lo have 2 other people
sign with you.
3. Provide secure, easy to access around
the city, SECURE ballot drop boxers for
absentee voters.
4. And since the teffain and needs of the
voters in the many different counties in
NC varies, it feels wise and important to
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allow the people in the counties where
they live to create their own early voting
and in-person voting options.

You must pass this bill.

I live alone and dont know where I can
fi nd witnesses/notary while practicing
social distancing. I am worried about a
second wave in the fall, so making the
rules known now is important for me to be
able to plan ahead and comply with all of
the rules.

North Carolina needs to allow absenlee,
mail in voting. 11 needsto be without
reason, and without witness signatures.
There should be NOTHING that stands in
the way of registered volers voicing their
say. lt should be seamless and simple. lt
should be offered to all volers, without
even having to ask. Other states are
sending oul requesls for ballots so voters
can reply easily to receive a ballot. North
Carolina needs to offer the same for its
voters. Our present system can barely
handle all.the voters thal have to wait in
line normally, and now we have a
pandemic which will have to change the
logistics regardless of mail in votes. Mail
in votes just make sense, and make il
safer and easier, for the voler, and the
counting!

I support the intent of House Bill 1 1 69 to
make the upcoming elections safer in the
presence of COVID-19. Relaxing the
witness requirement for mail-in ballots
(which could have been forged anyways),
making the procedure for requesting mail-
in ballots easier and more efficient,
allowing flexibility for staffing polling
stations, and providing funds for polling
station cleaning and safety all strike me
as reasonable actions to enhance voting
and social safety without compromising
electoral integrity.

The impelus for any bill concerning voling
in North Carolina must be focused on 2
concerns: 1) providing forthe
enfranchisement of every eligible voter,
rather than placing obstacles to
registration and voting; and 2) taking inlo
account the covlD-1 9 pandemic, which
appears likely to undermine eligible voters'
safety at polling places this November.
HB 1 1 69 fails on both counts. This bill
relains obstacles such as requiring a
witness for absentee voting, fails to even
address early voting, and adds
unnecessary and potentially confusing
photo voter lD language already blocked
bytwo separate courts. Olher parts ofthe
bill are improvements on current policies,
and it is essential that federal relief funds
be provided to the counties. To improve
the proposal it should allow more access
to voter registration by extending mail-in
and online deadlines, broaden access
points for maiFin voting requests by
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allowing voters to use HAVA lDs to access
ballots (like a utility bill, bank statement or
paycheck), and expand safe in-person
voting and avoid long lines by giving
flexibiliiy back to counties to make Early
Voting plans that best serve their
communities.

I want to see dropbox sites set up so that
voters can securely drop off a completed
ballot in case the mail syslems are
overwhelmed or not able 1o timely deliver
ballots to BOE by election day. Dropbox
sites have worked well in other stales
(including Washington, where I previously
lived), and I believe it is time for NC to use
this tool to expand the ways for voters to
use absedtee ballots successfully.

Whether using absentee ballots that can
be dropped offldrive through/walk up
outdoor NC Citizens should be allow to
return their ballot by mail or dropping their
ballot in a monitored drop box at
Community Colleges, schools or other
State owned County owned buildings with
large parking lots. Walk through from
outdoor through gyms to pick up ballot
then exit to complete in covered sidewalk
parking garages before returning ballot to
a monitored ballot box. Face masks, face
shields and gloves should be provide for
all poll workers.

I am worried about every citizens right to
vote. We need to be able to vote safely.
Many cannot vote by mail ifthey need a
wilness. We need a way to do these
elections safely that protects our right to
vote and also protects our health.

Thank you for considering.

Warmly,

Dr. Kathryn Pollak

I am 70, have MS and need to do an
absentee ballot but I do not have two
people in my house who can be wilnesses
for and absentee ballot. I hope the
legislature can come together and make
voting safe and secure for all of us . I

know lhat steps have 10 be taken NOw so
that counties are ready in the fall.

I strongly support the bipartisan el€ctions
bill HB1 169 to improve our fall elections.

I very strongly support this bill, it is long
over due and is essential during this time
of crisis for the safety of the people of
NC.

It is essential to enable fair elections in
the fall, and this bill is a significant step in
that direction. All eligible voters should
be able to cast ballots by mail or in
person. I support key provisions, such as
lowering the number of witnesses needed
to cast valid maiFin ballots to 1, providing
resources for sanitizers so that poll

True

True

05/26/2020 O5i?9 PM Dr. Kenneth Friedman True
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1528 PeaceLane, Wilminglon, NC28412 True

10044AvonFarmLane Charlotte,North True
Carolina 28269

l9lTCastleburgdr, Apex,NC27523 True

workers and voters alike will be able to
work in and visit polling places safely. HB
1 169 is also worthwhile for its provisions
mandating the flexibility for counties to
better address potential poll worker
shortages.

The bill is a solid firs1 step, and I hope the
General Assembly will not only pass the
bill, but will also consider future legislation
thal will exiend voter registration
deadlines, allow counlies to be flexible
when establishing early voting plans to.
ensure safe in-person voting oplions, and
enable secure absentee ballot drop boxes
for voters. I also encouragethe General
Assembly to some day consider making
Election Day a state holiday. Toss
Columbus Day to keep it neutral from an
economic standpoinl.

I support HB 1 1 69 as a means to provide
confdence in our elections, and to ensure
unfettered access for registered voters to
participate in fair elections. ll is essential
thal candidates for elected office in North
Carolina compele based on their ideas for
improving the lives of everyone in the
state, rather than adhering to antiquated
or erroneous nolions of proper voting
procedures.

We need to make elections safer and
accessible for everyone and especially so
for those who are at higher risk for Covid
19. Please pass this legislation.

l'm concerned about this year's election
because of the coronavirus and the social
distancing we all need to praclice. l'm 69
and healthy but I am nol taking chances
so I have applied for an abseniee ballot. I

implore you to makethis election as open
as possible and as safe as possible. And
stop playing politics with our right to vote.

I commend you guys for making some
Headway on a common sense bill to deal
wilh election needs lhis coming year. I

would ask that you not add a poison pill of
voter id language thal has been thrown
out multiple times already. Make voting
matter by seeking more people to vote not
fewer and you save our republican. Now
is lhe time to do this.

I am in favor of this bill. Please pass it!!U

I believe this bill is an important first step
lo making sure the November election is
fait safe and accessible to all voters.

We truly are facing a set of circumslances
surrounding the upcoming election that
are unprecedented in our lifetimes. Heallh
risks and job losses/economic instabilily
are going to impact the viability of in-
person voting for substantial percenlages
of our citizenry. Therefore, the legislature
needs to enact election guidelines that will
enable EVERY qualified citizen who wishes
to vote lo have unencumbered access to

418 S Front Sl, Wilmington, NC 28401
'164 Skyview Circle, Asheville, NC
2880+2762

140 W. Franklin St. Unil427, Chapel Hill,
NC 2751 6
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Mr Robert Thomason

Mr Donald Smith

Katie Moore

2129 Queens Rd W, Charlotte, NC 28207 True

the ballot box. requires innovative
and improved accessto maiFin ballots,
early voting polling place flexibility, and
broad support for polling place staffrng
needs impacted by the pandemic. h short
the legislature needs to insure that, during
this unique health and economic crisis,
each citizen's fundamental right to vote is
preserved. To do any less would be a
basic failure of our democracy.

The upcoming elections could be a
turning point in the US for better or worse.
North Carolina needs to be a leader in
ensuring the former outcome and not the
latter. The virus most assuredly will keep
thousands of vulnerable North Carolinians
away from the polls. We simply must take
special action to make it easy for them lo
participate in our democracy this fall. I

urge our leaders to take action NOW to
streamline a voteby-mail process. lf we
don't do so, no matter who wins, the
election will be deemed illegitimate - and it
will be. This will exacerbate our current
division which is alreadyjust a degree or
two shy of the boiling point. People are
already bringing military weapons into our
state capitols. What do you think will be
the next step for them? Our leaders need
to answer the call of history while there is
stilltime.

My wife and I are both over 65 and would
prefer to vote by mail if possible.

I am a resident of Durham County,
currently living with a family member who
is at higher risk for COVID-]9
complications. We are doing everything in
our power to limit exposure to the virus
and will conlinue to exercise caution for
quite some time. I am urging the NCGA to
make voting this November as easy,
accessible and safe for us and all North
Carolinians including adding postagepaid
envelopes, setting up dropboxes where
voters can safely return their ballots, and
making sure that instructions are clear,
understandable and available in muhiple
languages.

MATleams: Section 2(b) - by August'1,
SBOE and DHHS shall submit report to
legislature and governor about how MAT
teams can safely access a healih facility,
nursing home or rest home to help voters
request, vote and relurn an absentee
ballol. I would be very happy to participate
in MAT for my county and the surrounding
counties. Could you allow registered
voters to get trained and do this work
across county lines?

Specifically for incarcerated voters, I want
to be sure that their access is not erased if
visitation is not an option. Could you
expand the recruitment for MAT members
and also allow MATto participate in
assisting volers while in jail.

4104 Stranaver Place, Raleigh, NC 27612

1 314 Hill St Apt D, Durham, NC 27707

True

True
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True
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Thank you for taking action to make sure
that all North Carolinians can vote safely
in our next election.

This bill references a Voler lD requirement
which has been enjoined by the courts
and it calls for spaces for two wilness
signalures although only requires one
witness on an abserdee ballot. Both of
these coutd serve to confuse our stale's
voters. I think it's important to make
instructions clear and keep confusion off
our ballots.

Please pass this bill. My husband and I are
in our 70s and both of us have chronic
health conditions that make us high risk
for the virus. Please make voting by
absentee ballol as accessible as possible.

I am 60, with underlying conditions that
make my Covid risk much grealer. No one
should have to risk lheir lifeto vote.
Ensudng every cilizen can reasonably feel
safe and able to cast theur ballot is the
most important thing the NCGA can do.
We need a generous vote by mail option.
We dont need any sneaky obstruction
snuck in.

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
'I 169 musl provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal eleclion funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 musl do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registralion
by extending maiFin and online deadlines,
broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing volers to use
HAVA lDs lo access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters lo the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I counl on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
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32 Spears, Asheville, NC 28801 True
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North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you!

I urge you lo expand HB 1 1 69 to clarify
voter lD information for voling by mail. ln
clear and simple language, assure that
each eligible voter may cast a ballot for
free, regardless of their zipcode, last
name, age, appearance, ability or party
affiliation.
I am a pollworker in Durham County, and I

am willing to put my life on the line for
voters. But I should nothaveto. Nor
should afly voter fear it necessary to risk
contracting this d€adly virus to vole in
person. I take the oath of impartiality very
seriously and expect you to insure safe,
free and fair elections.

Thank you,
Emily Wilkins

We need to ensure that the election
provides ample opportunities for everyone
to vote fairly and without undue burden io
health, work and income, mobility and
more. Some things that should be added
to this bill to that end include the
following: Extending voler registration
deadlines
Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
Providing secure absenlee ballot drop
boxes for voters
Also we need to pass the measures
already in the bill that address issues with
the current election process.
Lowers the signalure requirement on
absentee ballots so voters can vote from
home without having to find two
witnesses to sign their absentee ballot
Makes requesting an absentee ballot
easier by providing the option 10 request
an absentee ballol by fax, email or phone
and creating an online portal to request
ballots as well
Offers flexibility to counties when it comes
to assigning poll workers so we can better
address potential poll worker shortages
Provides resources so precincts can be
sanitized, poll workers can be protected
and voters can cast a ballot safely
Thank you for making sure our election ls
a fair and equal opportunity to participate
in our elections. Fair elections are a
fundamenlal cornerstone of our
democracy and there is ample evidence of
voler suppression efforts in our great
state in the very recent past and going
back many years to slavery. So the job in
building our democracy is not yel
complete and further measures can and
should be implimenled to keep everyone
safe and involved in a process that works
for everyone in NC. Thank you for your
efforts toward this crucial goal. -Tom A.

Safe and fair elections are necessarylO5/26/2020 O5:48 PM Ms. Ann Slone
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3100 Cool Spring Dr., Chapel Hill, North True
Carolina 27514

1095 Wheeler Smith Rd, Lawsonville, NC True
27022

4833 Autumn LeafLane, Charlotte, NC
28277

4833 Autumn Leaf Lane Charlotte NC
28277

5735 Mantario Drive CHARLOTTE, NC
28269

True

True

True

1. Absentee ballol envelopes should
reflect thal only ONE WITNESS is needed.
2. Omil the in-person Voter lD
requirement, in that the courts have
already found that this cannot be required,
and in thal i1 is too lale to conduct voter
education concerning voter lD at this time
and in that this will confuse volers as the
requirement is tossed back and forth.
3. Extend Voter Registration opportunity
as long as possible.

Please consider mail in ballots for our NC

elections in November. We need to ensure
a fair and healthy election for voters and
poll workers

I fully support vote my mail. Speaking for
myself and others over 60 and with
medical conditions that may confer high
risk if infected with COV|DI9, it is in the
people's interesl to make vote by mail
universal and easily performed. Anything
less can be seen only as a blatant attempt
to suppress the will of the people.

I am a poll worker and would like to see
every possible waylo vote made easier.
We should encourage and educate the
public on absentee voting. For social
distancing - we should have more early
votinq sites and more hours open so there
is no crowding. This pandemic will not
magically disappear this fall.

Please support House Bill 1 1 69.
Thank youl

Please support House Bill 1 1 69.
Thank you!

I would urge that House Bill 1 1 69 be
expanded, I am one of those elderly who
cannot risk exposure in this Pandemic.
Wisconsin's voting problems should be an
urgent call for North Carolina to ensure
our voters' safety. Please ensure that
absentee ballots are readily available, and
can be requested by phone, e-mail, or
online. Drop the restrictions thai a
majorily of poll workers must come from
the precinct where they serve. This will
surely be one more impedimenl for lhose
workers who are public spirited enough to
show up, and they should be supplied
masks and gloves. Please expand voter
registration time-this virus threat will
likely still be complicating everyone's time
use and mobility. Most important for
those like me who want to vote by mail
that there are clearly stated places (or
ample secure drop box localions) 1o send
our ballots. Thank you.

I strongly support the above-referenced
proposed legislation which would
hopefully serve as a first step to
responding to the current Covid crisis and
prolecting the integrity of our elections.

Expand HB 1 1 69 to allow more access to
voter registration by extending maiFin and

20010 Grier, Chapel Hill, NC 27517 True

05/26/2020 05:57 PM Mrs. Tia Hall 306 GrayAve, Durham, NC 27701 True
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North Carolina 28681
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online deadlines,
broaden access points for mail-in voting
requests by allowing voters lo use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank stalemenl or paycheck), and
expand safe in-person voling and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Early Voting plans that
best serve their communities.

l'm asking law makers to say NO to
HouseBill 1169.

I feel there is no time that the Board of
Elections should be given this power. The
people elected representatives that should
speak for them when it comes to these
matters. Giving the governor and the
board untethered power is both dangerous
and reckless.

I want to see dropbox sites set up so lhat
voters can securely drop off a complAed
ballot in case the mail systems are
overwhelmed or not able to timely deliver
ballots to BOE by election day. Dropbox
sites have worked well in other states, and
I believe il is time for NC to use this tool to
expand the ways for voters to use
absentee ballots successfully.

I strongly support making absentee voting
easily accessible to all as well as counties
to have flexibility in this process. This is
essential due to ongoing threats to heallh
and the importance of protecting our
democratic right 10 vote.

It is unconscionable that the NC
Legislalure would even consider not
making il easier for people to vote.
lndeed, I have often wondered why we
Americans have to take trme off from
work, go to an inconvenient polling
location, or sland in line for hours to
perform what is duly required of a free
people, i.e. VOTE! The NC Legislature
needs to stand up for democracy and
make lhe process of voting as easy as
possible and not throw roadblocks in the
path every time there is an election or
referendum. Pass vote by mail NOW!

Vote yesl

I am 66 years old and do not want to risk
my health 1o vote...-.Please make h an
easy process for North Carolinians to vote
by mail.

Please support changes to NC voting law
that will make it easier and safer for
people to vote. During this pandemic,
many people do not have access to two
people to witness their maiFin ballot, and
NC is one of the few states that currently
requires this. lt is an unnecessary
obstacle to people being able to exercise
their constilutional right to vote.
Eliminating or reducing this requirement is
essential. Also, the ways that people can
request an absentee ballot currently are
an unnecessary obstacle. There are

7904HaymarketLn, Raleigh,NC27615 True

2158 Ann Street Wilmington , NC 28401 True

2l4RobinlynnRd., Mafthews,NC28105 True

True

True

619ClementAve, Charlotte,NC28204 True
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people who do not have a stamp to mail a
request and do not want to enter a post
offrce (because of CoVID) 1o buy one (or
have no transportation to get there).
People should be allowed to request a
ballot by email. Again this is an accepted
practice in many states. ln addition, they
should receive a pr+stamped or melered
envelope to return their ballot; otherwise,
this could be considered a poll tax,
requiring people to buy a stamp in order to
vote. We need to be moving to universal
vote by mail. Our current system makes it
too hard for many 10 access the process-
students, low-income citizens, the
disabled,the elderly, and more. This is a
bipartisan issue. Please support changes
to election law. Jennifer Roberts, former
mayor of Charlotte.

Personally, I live alone and don't have a
car. Trying to frnd witnesses/notary within
reasonable walking distance, while
practicing social distancing is going to be
difficult. I am worried about a second
wave in the fall, so making the rules
known now is important for me to be able
to plan ahead and comply with allof lhe
rules. I would be lhrilled to see a
bipartisan billthat will make mail voting
easier, safe and secure. I want to fulfill my
civic duty and right to vote while not
risking my own life and lhe lives of others.
Thank you for your time and
consideration.

. I suggest making Early Voting more
flexible and allowing counties to decide
what they want to offer. ln order lo be
socially distant and convenient to more
voters in my county, I want to see more
sites open for fewer/highest-use hours- I

know my county is under budget
constraints so making sure thal mY

county BOE has flexibilityto make a
schedule that works for more voters
means that we can have more voters use
EV bul more evenly distributed and not
standing in long lines.
' I suggestthal NCGA add postage-paid
envelopes lo ensure that all ballots make
it back 10 BOE, making sure that votes are
counted.. I wantto see dropbox sites set up so
that voters can securely drop off a

completed ballot in case the mail systems
are overwhelmed or not able to limely
deliver ballots to BOE by eleclion day.

Dropbox sites have worked well in other
states, and I believe ii is time for NC to
use this tool to expand the ways for volers
to use absentee ballots successfully,
. I wantto seethe online portal to
request an absentee ballot completed
much quicker and available to all voters. I

also want a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my request beyond
just calling the BOE office.
. Specifically for incarcerated voterg I
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True

144 Bellwood Circle, Sunset Beach, NC
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want to be sure thart their access is not
erased if visitation is not an option. Could
you expand the recruitment for MAT
members and also allow MAT to
participate in assisting voters while in jail.

I want to see the online portal to request
an absentee ballot completed much
quicker and available to all voters. I also
want a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my request beyond
just calling the BOE offrce. Also, I suggest
making Early Voting more flexible and
allowing counties to decide what they
wanl to offer. ln order to be socially
distant and convenient 1o more voters in
my county, I wanl to see more sites open
for fewer/highest-use hours. I know my
county is under budget constraints so
making sure that my county BOE has
flexibility to make a schedule that works
for more voters means that we can have
more voters use EV but more evenly
distributed and not standing in long lines.

I want to see the online portal to request
an absentee ballot completed much
quicker and available to all voters- I also
want a mechanism to check that my
county BOE received my requesi beyond
just calling the BOE office. Mditionally, I

suggest making Early Voting more flexible
and allowing counties to decide what they
want to offer. ln order lo be socially
distant and convenient to more voters in
my county, I want to see more sites open
for fewer/highest-use hours. I know my
county is under budget constraints so
making sure that my county BOE has
flexibility to make a schedule that works
for more voters means that we can have
more voters use EV but more evenly
distributed and not standing in long lines.

I have served as an eleclions worker in
North Carolina since 2007 (except for
2008) and have been a judge in my home
precinct for the past eight years. I have
also worked early voting since the 201 6
primary with the exception of municipal
elections in 2019. My greatest concern is
all voters and election workers feel safe.
That means giving election workers face
masks and face shields, having plenty of
hand sanilizer and disposable pens on
hand for workers and voters as well as
requiring all polling places to be large
enough to support social distancing and
many voters at once. While I would not
support all the changes being requested
by some 30 voter advocacy groups, I

slrongly support appropriating enough
money so return postage for mail in
ballots would be paid by the NC Board of
Elections. Let's make voting easier and
not duplicate the Wisconsin primary
model. Thankyou.

I agree whh HB 1169 but would also like to
have included th6 following: extend voter

05/26/202O 06:0a PM Mrs. Susan Hartsburg True
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Community Engagement Dir. Grace Marsh 5808 solitude way, Durham, Nc 27713
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True
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Dr. Carol Clark 53LaughingFoxCir,Burnsville,NC True
2871+6698

4224 Laurel Ridge Dr, Raleigh, NC

registration deadlines; give flexibility back
to counties when creating early voting
plans to ensure we have safe irrperson
voling options; provide secure absentee
ballot drop boxes for safety.

As an active voter and concerned citizen
in NC, I support the passage of HBl 1 69 to
expand access and simplify the process
for eligible, regsitered voters to cadt their
ballots safely for the November 2020
election.

Please allow more options for voting.
Especially during this time of COVID19. I

have been fearful of this virus and have
restricted my movement..l have been
working from home since mid-March and
really only leaving home with a mask and
gloves for necessities.

To make a good bill better, I suggest you
consider authorizing secure drop boxes
for voter to deposit ballots. This would
save money on postage for the voter and
the local BOE if il was required to pay for
insufficient postage since the postal
service has a policy of not returning
ballots for insufficient or no postage.
Another benefit is the voter would not
have to go out and stand in line at the post
office to buy the proper postage. Reducing
personal exposure.

Granting NC voters the ability to cast
votes by mail is an idea whose time is
long overdue. YES to voting by mail!

I strongly support HB 1 1 69.

Democracy is our (US) most important
contribution to the modern world. Please
pass lhis so we can have the free and fair
election we are entitled to.
JS

While HB i 169 provisions would make it
easier for some to cast a ballol during lhe
pandemic, it excludes some key bipartisan
recommendations and adds unnecessary
and potentially-confusing photo voter lD
language already blocked by two separale
courts.

To remedy these shortcomings, I urge lhe
committee to support amendments that
would: 1 ) allow more access to voter
registration by extending maiFin and
online deadlines, 2) broaden access
points for mail-in voting requests by
allowing voters to use HAVA lDs to access
ballols (like a utility bill, bank statement or
paycheck), and 3) expand safe in-person
voting and avoid long lines by giving
flexibility back to counties lo make Early
Voting plans that best serve their
communities.

Thank you for your consideration.

I strongly support all the provisions in
House Bill 1 169. The Coronavirus
pandemic is posing unprecedented

05/261202006:17 PM Dr. James Rice
27612-5425
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challenges for millions cilizens across
North Carolina, and the pandemic is not
going to magically disappear by
November. We must take steps now to
assure that North Carolinians can vote
safely this November, regardless of what
is happening then with the pandemic.
Even ifthere is not a surge going on,
things will not be "normal". and the risks
will remain high for older citizens and
those with underlying risk factors. So the
need for lhe proposed changes is urgent.

ln addition I encourage you to also extend
voter registralion deadlines. People have
a lot more challenges to deal with just to
get through daily life right now, so having a
wider window for voter registration is
important. Please also give flexibility
back to counties when creating early
voting plans to ensure we have safe in-
person voting options. And it would be
helpful 1o provide secure absentee ballot
drop boxes for voters.
Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters. Thank you.

Please do all you can to make it easier
and safer to vote. Please do all to
encourage absentee voting and give
flexibility to counties to set limes for early
voting. Please allow poll workers io work
in counties other than their own. PLEASE
provide relurn postage for absenlee
ballots and minimize requiremenls that
could invalidate absentee ballots. Thanks!

I support this bill, at this time voting by
mail may be the only safe way 1o cast our
ballots.

I am in favor of allowing for mailing in
votes this election year.

Easing the witness requirements and
streamlining the NC absentee ballot are
critical aclions needed to ensure
successful mail in voting this November.
It is the only way voters can safely
exercise their franchise!

During this time of the virus, I would
certainly allow absentee voling. Especially,
since there will not be a vaccine until late
this year at best.

People should not need to risk their lives
to vote.

Please add free postage for absentee
ballots and making election day a state
holiday.
Thank you!

Please build upon what is already in this
Bill by including more common-sense
ideas to improve access to voling and to
prolect citizens in the November
eleclions, especially since we do not know
how COVID{ 9 will impact voting 5
months from now.

!I!! THIS IS OF IMPOTTANCE

2310 Ardmore Terrace Apt A, Winston-
Salem, NC 27103

900JohnsOrchardLane, Wilmington,NC True
28411

l004SkywatchLn, Monroe,NC28112 frue

800 Quail Ridge Ct., Greensboro, NC
27455

True

6007Sedgewickrd, lndianTrail,North FalseCOMMENT Cynthia Tran
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Miss Bryant Holsenbeck

Ms. Carol Perine

ms Barbra Roberman

Mr. Christopher Benz

Joe Melliere

Frances Scarlett

Henry Stanley

Carolina 28079

2007 Pershing St, Durham, NC 27705 True

1 1 Wakefield Drive Apt. #21 13, Asheville True
NC 28803

2015 Wilson St, Durham, North Carolina
27705-3223

True

1406 Milton Rd Suite 116, Durham, North True
Carolina27712-1525

True

8538 Jadewood Dr, Wilmington, NC
28411

True

1 04 Fox Run, Chapel Hill, NC 2751 6 True

I have just turned 70 and I live alone.yl
desperate want a way to feel safe while
voting. therefore a way to safely vote by
mail from home. I also dont have two
other adulls living in my house. l'm glad to
see a bipartisan billwill make mailvoting
easier, safe and secure. I live alone and
don't know where I can find witnesses,/
notary while practicing social distance. I

am worried about a second wave in lhe
fall, so making the rules known now is
important for me to be able to plan ahead
and comply with all of them. thank you for
your work on helping to make voting safe
for all of us.

I endorse this bill and would appreciate
my legislators approving it. lwould nol be
disappointed ifthey added even more
items to protect our elections.

I believe this bill is an importanl first step
to making sure the November election is
fair, safe and accessible to all voters.

For the sake of our collective heallh,
please make voting remotely a viable
option.

Please include funding for and mandate
poslage-paid return envelopes with every
absentee ballot lo ensure more regislered
voters who do not want to risk their health
or can'l vote in person are able to vote
regardless of income/access to postage.
ln addition, I would like 1o see a legislative
commitment to recruiting and training
younger poll workers to ensure no polling
places nor early voting sites/hours need
to be taken away due 10 a lack of poll
workers. As most poll workers are elderly,
I foresee many ofthem choosing to stay
home since they are a high risk population
and fear that this will result in widespread
disenfranchisement due to a lack of
available and trained poll workers.

I think citizens should be able to exercise
their constitutional righls by having voting
access in a variely of ways since we have
an unprecedented shuation with COVID.

ln this unprecedented time, it becomes
more necessary than ever to ensure lhat
all citizens oflhe uniled states have an
equal and inalienable ability to cast a vote
forthe presidency, while also remaining
safe from potential contagion. Traditional
and archaic melhods of voting are not an
option, and neither is apathelic
suppression. Please allow the voices of
lhe people to be heard; a segue into the
modern era of voting is long overdue.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, eleclion relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common

05126/2020 06:48 PM Barbara Wedehase 5217 NiagraDrive, ChapelHill,NC27517 Ttue
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William Veazey

Dr. Judith Hartsook

1 08 Racquet Lane Statesville, NC 28625 True

1 880 Brookwood Ave. 422, Burllington, NC True
27215

sense solutions to make it easier for all
volers to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

In addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest frnancial match to
release critical, federal eleciion funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 musl do more to
protecl more voters. That includes thinqs
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voling
plans that besl serve iheir communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
ihe mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our states voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand H81 I 69's basic protections for
North Carolina volers this month?

Thank you.

Please make absentee votinq easier for us
older generation, not the best eyesight, not
the best health. Some of us are not quit
ready to go out in ihe uncaring public.

I undersland that the legislature is looking
at simplifying voting by mail by requiring
only one witness. I think lhat is an
excellent idea. I urge you to press for slate
wide mail in balloting with no application
needed. Mail it out to all eligible voters
prior to the election. I feel this is urgently
needed for a free and fair eleclion in the
Fall. I know this will be very expensive but
the stakes are high. Postage paid return
envelopes would also help to ensure a
robust turnout for all voters. The Covid
Virus could seriously threaten the integrity
of the coming election. . All citizens
should be assured ofthe ability to vote
without having to expose themselves to
the virus. I strongly believe that the
inlegrity of our Democracy is at stake
here. We must plan ahead due to the
volatility of the situation with the Virus.

Thank you for your consideralion and I

would appreciate a response to this
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Ms. April Strickland

Mrs. Patricia Eisenach

Susan Patterson

Mrs. Martha Rule

1103DoverRd., Greensboro,NC27408 True

622ArborRd, Winston-Salem,NC27104 True

209 s 5th ave, Wilmington, NC 28401 True

3527 Daisy Ln., Wake Forest, NC 27587 True

comment

Sincerely,

Judith E. Hartsook, Ph.D.

Retired Psychologist

Voting is a right and a responsibility.
All of us are entitled to that right,
regardless of our race, creed, color or our
life opportunities. We are all equally
valuable participanls. Please pass
H81169 to facilitate voting which will
enrich all of our lives, especially now more
than everl

I am in the high riskcalegory ofthe COVID
pandemic due to my age, and t do not feel
that it will be safe to vole in person in the
November election. Please make it easier
for everyone to vote by absentee mail-in
ballot. The absenlee request form should
be able to be completed and sent online
instead of havihg to print out and mail.
The instructions should be clearly writlen.
I do not have 2 people who live in my
home who could be wilnesses, so the
witness requirement should be reduced to
one wilness. The ballot return envelopes
should be postage paid. Thank you for
giving everyone the opportunity lo vote in

a safe and secure manner.

This needs to be put in place at this time
with worry over Covid-l9
Please consider the passage of this bill

I have been voting by mail for a number of
years due to poor vision and the inability
to drive to a polling place. However I am
now greatly concerned abolrt the safety of
mail in ballots because I have seen on the
news via television and lnternet how many
ballols donl get counted. I lake the
privilege of voting very seriously and l'm
very concerned about my vote being
counted. I hope someone will come up
with a very safe way for all ballots to be
counted properly and honestly. In addition,
I am concerned for my fellow low vision
and or blind friends who find it very
challenging to vote whether it be by mail
or by in person. Some cannot get to a
polling place some go to the polling place
but find very little assistance available. I

appreciate the opportunity to express
myself and hope that all opinions and
thoughts will be taken seriously in order to
help those who cannot atways do
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Ms Rosanne Dixon

Emily Parrott

Michelle Bush

MS Sandra Belcher

MS LAURIE FOX

Ms Deborah Gooch

Mr. Francis Cappella

Ms Linda Alfredson

21 0 North Church Streel, Charlotte, North True
Carclina28202

610 windmill street, walnut cove, NC True
27052

1410 Falling StarWay, Durham, NC 27704 True

1880 Brookwood Ave. 422, Burlington, NC True
27215

something for themselves.

It is so important to keep volers safe and
to avoid another onslaught of Covid-1 9
cases. Not only needless loss of life, but a
ravaged economy would follow. Lets do u
mail in voting to uphold our Democracy
and no less keep our country on stable
footing.

Vote NO to this billl House Bill 1 169 is
nothing more than voter suppression
disguised as voter protection. The right to
vote is guaranteed in the Constitution. We
need more access for all to vole not more
restrictions. NC is the most
gerrymandered slate in the union. Voling
no to this bill will avoid a lengthy and
costly court battle that will only end with
the federal courts finding it is illegal.

It should be easier for visually impaired
people to vote, especially via ABSENTEE
BALLOT! All underhanded attempts to
slop ethenic or other groups from voting
should be stopped. There should be more
training and information surrounding the
voting process.

I appreciate the changes you are
considering but you haven't qone far
enough. A Mail ln Ballot should be
universally available to all North Carolina
Registered Voters with out needing to
reguest it. There is considerable evidence
that Mail in Ballots increase the number of
citizens participating in an election. In a
Democracy that is a very good thing.

PLEASE SUPPORT HB 'I 1 69 TO IMPROVE
AND EXPAND VOTING IN NC

Please protect our right to vote ...and stay
healthy.
Vote for House bill 1 169.

I Agree

Please pass this bill. Voting is so
important, especially this year. Everyone
needs to be able to vote.
Lowers the signature requirement on
absenlee ballots so volers can vote from
home without having to find two
witnesses to siqn their absentee ballot
Makes requesting an absentee ballot
easier by providing lhe option to request
an absentee ballot by fax, email or phone
and crealing an online portal to request
ballots as well
Offers flexibility to counties when it comes
to assigning poll workers so we can better
address potential poll worker shortages
Provides resources so precincts can be
sanitized, poll workers can be protecled
and voters can cast a ballot safely

We also need:
Eltending voler registration deadlines
Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voling plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options

1408 ALABAMA AVE, DURHAM, NC
27705

107 Shady Falls Rd, Deep Gap, NC 28618

3209 Dalton Court, Wilmington, North
Carolina 28405

21 Red Oak Rd, Asheville NC 28804

True

True

True

True
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Ms. Betty Gatano

Kimberly Ratliff

Ms Virginia Wright-Frierson

Lynn York

Shannon Robinson

Lynn Bernstein

2213 Dahlgreen Rd, Raleigh, NC 27615 True

9430 Greenbank Ct. Charlotte. NC 28214 True

1619PrincessSt., Wilmington,NC28401 True

764 Utopia Drive, Cullowhee, NC 28723 True

21 Joci Ct, Durham, NC 27704 True

True

Providing secure
boxes for volers

ballot drop

I am in the high risk category for covidl 9
and am very apprehensive about voting in
person in November. I supportlhis bill,
which allows easier access to absentee
ballads. Please pass this bill

As drafted, House Bill 11 69 would retax
some poll worker recruitment
requirements, reduce vote-by-mail witness
requiremenls to one, and provide a
modest financial match to release critical,
federal election funds to our counties.
While HB1 169's common-sense proposals
would make il easier for some to cast a
ballot amid the pandemic, it ignores other
key bipartisan recommendations provided
months ago that would protect even more
voters, including at-risk Black and Brown
communities. Amendments io H81169
are immediately needed in ihe House
Elections and Ethics Committee to expand
voter protections, and ensure this vital
legislation does more to keep all of our
state's voters safe during the 2020
eleclions.

Please please please. Make it easier and
safer for us to vote in this imporiant
election coming up

Please continue to make it possible for
me to vote by mail. I live in a rural area
and am 78 years old and voting by mail is
the only way I can vote.My grandmother
fought for my right, as a woman, to vote,
and my ancestors and immediate family
fought and died to protect our democracy.
We must be able to choose our leaders
and the only way we can adequately
express our convictions is through the
vote. I need to vote by mail. Do not deny
me that right.

I am worried about a second wave of
COVID-1 9 happening in lhe fall, so making
lhe rules known now is importanl for me
to be able to plan ahead and comply with
all oflhe rules. I also have several friends
in Durham County who live alone and are
high+isk because of their immune
systems being weak due lo illness. I am
not sure they will be able to undersland
the need for witnesses/nolary while
practicing social distancing and staying
isolated al home.

Dear Legislators,

My name is Lynn Bernstein and I live in
Cary, NC. My field of work is in aerospace
engineering, specifically in systems
integration & test. I have worked fulFtime
on election integrity, security, and
transparency for nearly 4 years. Recently, I

founded Transparenl Elections NC, a
grassroots volunteer group seeking lo
advance evidence-based elections
lhrouqh a transparent trackable and
publicly verifi ed process.
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I regularly attend state and coumy'boe
meetings, canvasses, and audits.
Frequently, I am the only member ofthe
public in attendance. For the 2020 primary
election, I was an official observer for the
Wake Dem party and my troubling
observations have only bolstered my
passion for improving the election
process in NC. ljnfortunately, my
observations do not include my county's
process on election night because the ED
would not allow the public to enter the
building despite there being a quorum of
the board present on election night.

Background
Democracy depends on candidates and
citizens trusting in the inlegrity ofthe
democralic electoral process. lt is up to all
election officials to conduct evidence
based elections and the state should
require a transparent, trackablq and
publicly verifl ed process.

A Meredith College poll conducted in
February 2020 showed that only 27.9% of
registered NC voters said they were "very
confident' that'lhe voling processes in
North Carolina will produce accurate
results." News stories questioning the
voting process and highlighling atternpted
election fraud by voters, officials, and
foreign entities are a daily occurrence.

Our lawmakers understood the necessity
for public oversight, which is clearly and
purposefully written into NC law GS
163-182.2(a)(3) 'Any member of the
public wishing to witness the vote count
at any level shall be allowed to do so.'

Each recommendation below is in
response to continued ill-advised
practices that NC counties engage in -

most recently during the 2020 Primary
Bection. Many ofthe Election Assistance
Commission (EAC) and National
Conference of State Legislators (NCSL)
recommended best practices are not
followed by counties and should be
explicitly mandated by NC law A failure to
mandate adherence puts the state and
counties in legal ,eopardy - as candidates
could convincingly claim that there was
ample opportunity for frasd.

Sources
Meredith College Poll: The 2020 NC
Primary Registered Voters in North
carolina Date 2/1 G24/2O20 htlrps://
www.meredith.edu/assels/images/
conlent/
Final-Meredith-College-Poll_ReporlFebr
uary-2020.pdf

Deparlment of Justice, May 21 , 2O2O
"Former Philadelphia Judge of Eleclions



CommentsAnswer to QueslionAddressNameDate

Convicted
Rights and

to violate civil
https://

www.iustice.gov/opa / pr / f ormer-
philadelphia-jud geelections-convicled-
conspiring-violate-civil-rights-and-bribery

Election Assistance Commission: 6 TIPS
For Conducting Election Audits https://
www.eac. gov,/sites/def ault/fi les/
eac-assets/1,/6/
EAC_6T|psForconductingElectionAudits-s
08-HiRes.pdf

National Conference of State Legislators:
Election Security: State Policies 8/2/201 9
https://www.ncsl.orglresearch/elections-
and-campaigns/election-security-state
policies.aspx

Recommended Changes to current NC

Election Law

1. All county Board of Elections shall post
meeting minutes on their counly boe
website so the public may stay informed
of public business. Minules shall include
public comments as parl of the record-

2. Public shall be notified ofthe date/time
of all pr*election acceptance and logic &
accuracy testing of voting equipment.
Public shall be allowed to observe testing
and receive copies of test plans, test
reports and log files of all pre€lection
testing.

3. All boxes of ballots and precinct
scanner (usb) removable media picked up
bythe chiefjudge prior to the election
shall have serial numbered tamper evident
seals affixed to them. Serial numbered
lamper evident seals shall be verified and
recorded by a bi-partisan precinct team at
preelection pick-up of election materials,
again al the precinct on the morning of the
election prior to polls opening, and again
as part of poll closing procedures.

4. Precinct chiefjudges shall boot up
precinct scanners and print zero tapes no
earlier than 30 minutes prior to the start of
the polls opening. Booi up and zero lape
printing procedures shall be conducted in
the presence of a bi-partisan team of
precinct judges.

5. When ballots are removed from the
precinct scanner bin, they shall be
immediately placed in a container and a
serial numbered tamper evident seal shall
be signed, and afJixed to the container; the
serial number shall be logged into chain-
ofcustody records by a bi-partisan team
consisting of the chief judge and two
precinctjudges.

6. The chiefjudge shall publicly post a
precinct poll tape at the close of polls
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Wendell Patterson 209 south 5th Ave, Wilmington, North
Carolina 28401

1 1 Streamley Ct, Durham , NC 27705

True

is optional). The entire poll
tape(s) shall be publicly viewable from
outside oflhe precinct polling location for
at least 24 hours (outward facing
window). At the county BOE on election
night, the public shall be allowed to view
and document totals of any precinct pofl
tapes that were not posted al the close of
polls at a precinct.

7. Early voting tape totals and absentee
ballot tape totals shall not be totaled and
pnnted until lhe close of polls on election
night.

8. There shall be bi-partisan chain of
custody of all election materials
transported back to the county on election
night. For counties that bring election
materials to transport vans lhroughout the
county, they must sign over materials to
another bi-partisan team who will
transport the materials to the BOE.

9. The public shall be allowed to observe
election materials being returned and
inventoried at the BoE. Comparison of
uploaded precinct totals to poll lapes shall
be conducted on election niglrt in full view
of the public. This is a critical step in the
vote counting/aggregation process.

1 0- Absentee, provisional, overseas
absentee, military ballols, and replicated
absentee email ballots shall be approved/
not approved by the board in public view,
at which time the approved ballot
envelopes are to be opened, and ballots
scanned in a continually observable
process within full view of the board and
public.

Thank you for your consideration of these
no/low cosl recommendations that are in
the best interest ofthe state. These
recommendations would help protect
counties, secure the chain of custody of
criiical election materials, and assure
citizens that their votes will be counted as
intended.

Respeclfully yours,

Lynn Bernstein
Cary resident and voter
Founder, Transparent Eleclions NC

Mail in voling, absolutely

My parents live in an elder care facilily and
my kids are college sludents, we are all
concerned about getting easy access to
voting without endangering anyone with
Covid-1 9 exposure. We also cannol afford
the confusion or burden of new
ldentification or "witness" issues. We
would request that vote by mail be made
as simple as possible. And every effort to

Ms Emilycox Cox True
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Ms Judy Francis

Ms Beth Ligouri

Dr. Sara Draper

Dr. Janie Canty-Mitchell

Susan Hartley

Dr. Margaret Sowerwine

MARK STAMM

147 Spring Cove Dr, Cary NC 27511

2736 pleasant hill rd, Rocky Mount , NC
27801

i002BradburyCt,Leland,NC28451 True

4841 SirDuncanWay, Raleigh, NC27612 True

416 Frank Circle, Thomasville, NC 27360 True

l303ShenandoahStreet Wilminglon,NC True
28411

keep poll workers and the elderly safe
should be priority. Thank you Emily0ox

I support House Bill #1 1 69 of Election
2020, making voling safer amid the COVID
'19 Pandemic.

Please enable all regislered voters to casl
their ballols in the November eleclion by
'increasing early voting and mail in voting. I

have been a poll worker in previous
eleclions/and am very concerned about
lhe average age of election.iudges. At 56, i

am one of the youngest and know that my
colleagues cannot put themselves at great
risk of Covid 1 9. To have robust early
voting, the Board of Elections will have to
recruit many more YOUNGER poll workers.
This isjust one of the obstacles the
Boards of Elections need to overcome.
Money and time need lo be provided NOW
so they can guaranlee a safe and fair
election. Please fund them NOW!
Thank you!

Please pass this bill. The current
pandemic requires some actions lhat will
make il easier for voters lo cast their
ballots without fear of infection.

Section 3. (a), item 3 requires two
witnesses for absentee ballots. This
places an undue burden on seniors or
disabled persons living alone or with only
a spouse or car€iver, especially if they
live in rural areas. We should not have to
drive to someone's house lo have 2 people
witness our signalure, or have someone
com€ to our house to witness signatures
for an absentee ballot. Why make
absentee voting so difficuh for seniors?
hem 3 should be removed.

Fully support all aspects of Bill 
.l 

1 691

YESI!!!!!!!

As a member of the Edgecombe County
Board of Elections I urge you to support
this carefully thoughlout measure.
OtheMise the November Election may be
total chaos.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

ln the midst of a pandemic, House Bill
1169 must include provisions that make
voling safer and easier than ever - either
by mail or in-person.

HB 1 1 69 must address lhe financial needs
counties will face in providing for safe
polling environmenls for as many voters
as possible. Please reduce the
requirements for vol-by-mail witnesses,
and elitend deadlines for voter
registration, accepting more lDs (like pay
stubs, bank statements, utility bills, etc.).

ln addition, allow county officials lo use
theirjudgement and make voting safe for
their residents as suits their community

True

True

4841 SIR DUNCAN WAY, Raleigh, NC
27612

True
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Ms Barbara Thomas

Mr Joseph Louis Mazzitelli

Ms Janel Palmer

Make this happen! Elliotte Lawing

Ms- Elli Klein

Joseph Jordan

Ms. Debra Broido

5326 Silabert Avenue, Charlotte, NC
28205

70$61 Keystone Park Dr, Morrisville, NC
27560

202 NeuseAvenue, Morehead City, NC
?8557

True

7303 Calibre Park Dr Apt 1 05 Apt 1 05,
Durham, NC 27707

True

needs through relaxed requirements for
poll workers and gaining access to
Federal matching funds.

I sincerely hope that the committee will
keep the safety of North Carolinians as
lhey exercise their right to vote in this
most challenging health crisis.

Thank you.

None of us knows what the situation will
be in October and November related to
Covid 1 9. The righl to vote is our most
sacred right in this country and we need to
prepare now for the possibility that voters
wont feel safe going to the polls this fall. I

am 73 years old and live with just my
husband - I do not have two witnesses to
sign an absentee ballot. Please pass
bipanisan legislation that will make it easy
for us to vote by mail and not have to
choose between voling and our health.
There is no significant fraud associated
with voting by mail.

Vote by mail is a safe and easy way to
increase voter participation. As a
democracy, we are obligated to endeavor
to have all citizens participating in our
government; that means all citizens
should be able to vote easily and safely.

we need this billto assure equitable
access to the ballot.

Request for Comments:

Points you may want to consider in your
comments:

. ensure access to voter registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
-This is important!!

Please truly represent the people of NC
and support fair and safe eleclions in
2029.

I grew up in Oregon, and have voied by
mail in many elections. Bringing this
process to North Carolina for 2020 is not
only critical for the health and safety of
North Carolinians, it should be made
permanenl for the future. Voting is critical
to democracy, and should be as easy as
possible for all cilizens. ln my home state,
participation is high, and the electorate is
informed and engaged in a way it would
nol olherwise be. North Carolina would
benefrt enormously from a similar system.

Please support this bill. we need h for the
elections. NC makes it too hard to vote
Absenlee.

As a former medical products exec at J&J
Biotech and Vicks Products over 70, I

expect COVID-I 9 to still be a problem in
the fall so I strongly support the easier
VOTE at Home proposals in Bill 1169. I

also believethal more county BOE funds
will be needed and looser specifications

True

True

527 old Maccumber S-tation Road 232,
Wilmington, NC 28405

True

800 lockland ave b, winston-salem, nc
27103

True

1849 Hunters Foresl Dr, Winston Salem,
NC 271 03-6632

True

05/26/2020 07:38 PM mr Dennis Burns 7521 Rainwater Rd, Raleigh, NC 2761 5 True
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Tim Pinnick

Mrs Anne Campbell

Ms Audra Killingsworth

Carlee Paddock

Jim Barton

Mr Kevan Woodson

2133ELakeShoreDrive, wilmington,NC True
28401

9923 Leqolas Ln, Charlotte, North True
Carolina 28269

983 Tender Drive, Apex, NC 27502 True

True60 Pinnacle Point, Asheville, North
Carolina 28805

PO box 768. Asheville. NC 28802

for precinct workers will make voting in
person safer for everyone. Please pass Bill
1 1 69 now!

This is an important bill and I am very glad
to see this issue addressed. EVERYONE
deserves the right to vote wilh minimal
encumbrances. Recenily I assisted my
1 01 year old aunt get through the mail-in
voting process in lllinois when the
undertaking became muddled due to a
procedural change. ltwas very
dislressing and put needless stress on
her; thankfully we got it resolved at
virtually the last minule.

Thank you for making the exercise of the
franchise easier in North Carolina!

re: House Bill 1169.
Please do everything in your power to
protect our elections and our democracy.
With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide addilional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

I support only having one witness for the
mail-in ballot.

Allow more access to voter registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
Broaden access points for maiFin voling
requesls by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballols (like a utility bill,
bank statement or paycheck)
Expand safe in-person voting and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Early Voting plans that
best serve their communilies.
PLEASE! THANKYOU.

We need to meke it easier for people to
vote, not harder.

I suggest making Early Voting more
flexible and allowing counties to decide
what they want to offer. ln order to be
socially dislant and convenient to more
voters in my county, I want to see more
sites open for fewer/highest-use hours. I

know my county is under budget
constrainls so making sure that my
county BoE has the flexibility to make a
schedule that works for more voters
means that we can have more voters use
EV but more evenly distributed and nol
standing in long lines.

I suggesl that NCGA add postagepaid
envelopes to ensure that all ballots make
it back to BOE, making sure that votes are
counted.

I want to see dropbox sites set up so that
voters can securely drop off a completed
ballot in case the mail systems are
overwhelmed or nol able to timely deliver
ballols to BOE by election day. Dropbox

True

True8407 Larkmead Forest Dr, Charlotte, NC
28269
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Ms. Susan Roscher

Mr. John Balla

Dr. Meggan Moorhead

Nan Friedman

1324EdenhouseCt., Leland,NC28451 True

7353 NewportAvenue, Raleigh, North
Carolina 2761 3

True

2102SprumAve, Durham,NC27705 True

25hawfieldsdr, Pittsboro,Nc27312 True

sites have worked well in other states, and
I believe it is time for NC to use this toolto
expand the ways for voters to use
absentee ballots successfully.

Please support House Bill 1 1 69 in order
for more citizens to vote in our elections
during this pandemic, which will likely be
with us for a long time. As a 70 year old
with diabetes, I want to ensur€ that I will
be able to vote in our elections without
further risking my heahh. I also believe
that more citizens will be able to cast their
ballots more easily by mail if they are
unable, during regular voting hours, to get
child care, get off from worK or if
theyhave other family obligations and/or
disabilities. Thank you for serious
consideration in this vitally important
matter.

I respectfully request that legislalors pass
House Bill 1169 as drafted to simplify the
process for submitting absentee ballots
and enabling access to resources made
available to accommodate the unusual
circumstances of the COV|Dl 9 outbreak.
Unlil there is a vaccine, widely available
testing and contact tracing, there are
many individuals who might not and
should not participale in in-person voting.
ln addition, lhe existing process is too
complex and cumbersome as it is, which
I've experienced through my two colleg+
aged childrens'experiences in trying to
vote from their respective universities in
the 201 8 midterm election. Thank you for
recording my comment.

I am in support of HBl 1 69 giving the
greatest number of North Carolinians
ease and accessibility of casting thek
vote! Studies are showing thal this favors
neither party!
I am a senior chizen with underlying
health condilions. I will be the last one to
consider ending quarantine! Please help
us be able to vote easilyl

Hello l'd like to ask that some things be
added to lhis bill to further protect the
voters and their votes in lhe 2020 election.
Please extend lhe deadlines for mail in
and online requests for ballots. Please
give the power to the counties to sel up
voting plans so they can best set it up to
prevent long lines and crowding. Please
eliminate confusing language about photo
lD and also accept HAVA acl lD such as
ljtility bills on absenlee ballot requests.
Thank you for allowing input. I hope our
NC legislators will do as much as possible
to make it easy and safe for people to
vole. we should do all we can to help
voters exercise their right to have their
voice heard. withod having to risk getting
sick from Covidl 9. Thanks

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

05/26/2020 08:00 PM Ms. Stephanie Biziewski 312CovewoodTrail, Asheville, NC28805 True
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Dr Herb Lamb

Mr Brian Beauregard

Neil Brown

Mrs Mary Stone

Leslie Maxwell

7271 SCHOONERS CT. SW Ocean lsle
Beach, NC 28469

849 Sandburg Terrace, Hendersonville, True
NC 28791

48 Rosewood Lane , Marshall , NC 28753

500 Audubon Dr., Oriental,, NC 28571

146 Chateau Road, Durham, NC 27704

True

True

With so many
the COVID{ 9 pandemic's impact

unknowns around
on our

elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition 10 relaxing sorne poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote
by-mailwitness requirements to one, and
providing a modesl financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB'l 169 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mailin and online deadlines,
broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities-
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our states voters safe during the fasl-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, I am counting
on you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic prolections for
North Carolina voters this month.

Thank you.

Do this please as soon as possible. The
people of NC are hurting!! Thank you ??

Good Day! YOU have an opportunity to
eilher SUPPORT our democratic election
process, or to further erode participation .

I urge ALL members to be aware lhat
HISTORY in these times will have a
microscope on Y0UR actions and votes. I

request you stand with not only our
Conslitu.tion, but also our Bill of Rights. Do
THE RIGHTTHING!

HBl 169 contains a series of common-
sense reforms for voting in Nc. While it
does not go sufficiently far in removing
legislated impediments to registering and
voting, it lS several steps forward. I

encourage the NCGA to approve this bill in
time for the 2020 elections. Thank you.

I believe all NC voters should be allowed
to vote by mail.

Please allow maiFin voting in 2020 (and in
the frrture). This is essential for the safety
and health ofvoters in NC, as well as for
the Nc citizens who work on election day

True

True
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Mr. John Coyle l42SEbringtonLane, Leland,Nc28451 True

True

Mrs. Jessica Laura Thompson Eustice 3523 N. Roxboro St. Apt8-C, Durham, NC True
27701

Heather Mckenzie 620 Penncross Dr, Raleigh, Nc 27610 True

Susan loapp 38 S. Kaufman Stone Way, Candler , True
North Carolina 28715

Mrs. Barbara Rini 207 Newberry Street, Jamestown, NC True
27282

Robin Hamilton-Brooks S09BarbaraDrive, Raleigh,NC27606 True

i09TNStokesSchoolRd, Danbury,NC True

to make sure our elections run well.
Workers/volunteers al polling precincts
should not risk their health, either.

I believe strongly this bill should be
passed. lt will assure safe and fair
elections, something we allwanl.
Sincerely,
John Coyle MS Ed

I think that voting should not only be safe
but il should be accessible to all. Blind
people need to be able to submit an
absentee ballot without getting sighted
assistance to vote.

I am strongly in favor of House Bill 1 1 69
because it will help the citizens of North
Carolina betler exercise their patriotic
responsibility to contribute to the firture
direction of our stale and our country. This
is especially urgent inlight of the several
crises we are facing including the
COVIDl 9 pandemic, the inordinate
number of black and brown people who
are dying due to CovtD19, the poor
leadership our nation is experiencing
during this pandemic, and the epidemic of
White Nationalist Terrorism ocurring
without rebuke from our national
adminislration.

I support this bill and thank you for your
bipartisan efforts to find solutions to our
current crisis. lt would also be great to
include other measures like: Extending
voter registration deadlines, giving
flexibilily to counties when creating early
voting plans to ensure everyone has safe
in-person voling options, and providing
secure absentee ballot drop boxes for
voters. Thank you!

This is our chance to do what's right,
allowing for Americans to vote -Safely -
during a pandemic

allow more access to voler registralion by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
.broaden access points for mail-in voting
requesls by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank statement or paycheck), and
'expand safe in-person voting and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counlies 1o make Early Voting plans that
besl serve their communities.
Thank you for your attention to this
request. We knowthere aretoo many
people at risk for infection when gathered
together in one place.

I support legislation that will make voting
more easily accessible to registered
voters in the future but especially during
this COVID-19 crisis.

Here are a few addilional steps we need to
take:
allow more access to voter registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broaden access points for maiFin voting
requests by allowing voters to use HAVA

05/26/202008:17 PM Mrs. Annette Tenny
27016-7234
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Dr. Joti Sekhon

Mrs Linda Levy

Mr. John Allis

Dr. Louis Gadol

Mrs Elizabeth Arnold

20050 Fountain, Chapel Hill, N.C.27517 True

7058 Burlwood Rd., Charlotte NC 28211 True

2905 Glen Burnie Dr, Raleigh, NC 27607 True

lDs lo access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank stalement or paycheck), and
expand safe in-person voting and avoid
lonq lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Early Voting plans that
best serve their communities.
Every eligible voter deserves to be able to
vote safely. THIS should be non-
negotiable. Safely and easily. Every Voler.

ALL legal voters must be able to safely
vote in the 2020 elections. lmportanl
provisions for safe in-person voting and
voting by mail are critical and must be
addressed immediately. lnserting a
requirement for Voter ldefiiftcation at the
poles has NOTHING to do with responding
tothis pandemic. The inclusion of this
controversial provision will only delay
what should be a non-partisan response
to our unusual times. The requirement
for VOTER lD should immediately be
REMOVED from this bill.

Wile HB 1-l69 has some very good
provisions regarding absentee voting, I

don't undersland whylhe requirement that
a voter show a government issued photo
lD is reintroduced. This was thrown out
bylhe courts. Re-introducing this
requiremenl is an attempt to override the
court's ruling. During this time of COVID
1 9 it is absolutely ridiculous to re-
introduce this requirement. People don't
need to take an elitra step and see
additional people to vote. Remove this
requirement from HB 1 169.

lam in full supporl of this billwhich will
lower the signature requiremenl on an
absentee ballot, make requesting a ballot
easier, allow counties the flexibitity to
assign poll workers on a county-wide
basis, and provide for sanitation of polling
places. I would urge inclusion of a
provision to provide secure absentee
ballot drop boxes as well. All lhese
provisions will make it safer for voters,
especially older voters, to cast their
ballols without risking exposure to the
COVID-19 virus.

Please support HB 1 1 69, including the
proposed additions. Thanks!

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the covlDl9 pandemic's impact on our
electionq election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruilment requirements, reducing vote-
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release crilical, federal election funds to

1404 Country Club Drive, Durham, North
Carclina2771?

16108 Morehead, Chapel Hill, NC 27517

True

True
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05/26/2020 08.'26 PM Ms. MARILYN HARTMAN

109 Connerdrive 109 Conner drive
Chapel hill, Nc 27514

2517 Perkins Rd, Durham, North Carolina True
2770*1018

our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
prot€cl more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing rnore access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
govemment-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting.
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approachtng 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I counl on
you to support arnendments that would
expand HBl 1 69's basic prolections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you. Beth Arnold

I have personal concerns. Usually I vote in
person, Early Voting. Will it be safe for
me? Willthe lines be long if there aren't
enough poll workers?
Maybe I should vote by absentee ballot
but with up to 40% of people expected to
choose this option, will there be enough
resources to get me a ballot on time and
to process the ballol when I mail it back
in? Will the USPS deliver my return for the
cost of one Forever Stamp? I am thinking
about being a poll worker - most poll
workers are over 75 and won't want to do
it in November - but will it be safe? I'm
healthy, but over 65. So... this translales
into my asks forthis bill: (1) Allocate
resources to all couniies to make polling
places safe and ensure there are enough
safe polling places (sanitized, one pen per
voter, etc.), (2) Make surethere is money
for public education - mailings, TV and
social media odreach, (3) Make sure that
absentee ballots are accessible to
everyone. (4) expand early voting
schedules to accommodate social
distancing and sanitation; (5) expand
voter registration options to replace all the
face to face registralion that has occurred
in the past. Let's make sure our election
runs smoothly. Changes are needed - we
don't know what the pandemic will look
like in lhe fall, but it's not likely to be
completely gone. Let's protect the election
by protecting voters and making it
possible for everyone to vot.

No voter lD should be required
Extend mail-in and online deadlines for
voter registration

05126/2020 08.'29 PM Bill 1 169 Carmela Mager True
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Mrs. Carolyn Hines

Tom Byers

Mr. Joe Major

Lynn and Mike Hancock

Ms Geralyn McGuire

Mes Susan Nobblitt

Mrs. Barbara Akinwole

1 000 Cheviot Ave Durham, NC 27707

2183 ForeslView Circle. Leland. NC

28451

708 Nottingham Rd, GREENSBORO, NC True
27408

467 Old S-tone cate Place, Asheville, NC
28804

True

5412 old Weaver Trl, Creedmoor, NC True
27522

46 whitehaven Dt Pinehurst, NC 28374 True

305CLARKST., DURHAM,NorthCarolina True
27701

Give flexibility back to the counties to
make early voting schedules thal best
serve lheir communities to insure safe in-
person voting.
Allowlhe option of conlactless drop box
returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes.
Provide prepaid postage for mail in
ballots

l"m a lifelong NC resident whos been
voting since I registered in 1967. Now l'm
74 years old and have lhe additional
medical risk of having asthma. I hope to
vote in person as I usually have, but I want
to have the option to vote absentee if
there's a second wave of the virus as
scientists predict. And I want absentee
ballot voting to be safe and effective for
others as well. Please create postage
paid envelopes to make sure absentee
ballots & requests get back to the BOE
safely and promptly. ln case the USPS is
overwhelmed, I'd like dropbox siles set up
as they are in olher states. I also want to
be sure that incarcerated voters still have
access ifvisitation is not an option. And I

think NC needs to recruit more, and
younger, poll workers in case there's a
shortage. I hope you'll take this
opportunity to use these ways to improve
voting access in North Carolina and fulfill
the promise of our democracy.

I urge the adoption of HB 1 l 69 to address
at least some ofthe challenges posed by
the pandemic conditions that confront us
in this election year.

this law complelely erases the reforms for
ballet harvesting passed a few years ago.
Do Not DO THISI

we support any and every measure to
ensure safe and accessible voting in
November, and encourage you to pass
legislation that will make h much easier
for volers to requesl and receive absentee
ballots and to vote by mail.

I believe that it is important to both
improve and expand the ability to vote
safely in the 2020 eleclion. I encourage
you to support this bill.

Please pass this!

This bill would make voling safer and
more accessible in NC amid the COVID-19
pandemic. And, requirements of this Bill
should be made a permanenl part of NC

laws on Election procedures for all future
local, state, and federal elections.

North Carolina should promote MaiFin
Voting for all, especially sincethe
coronavirus will most certainly be
circulating in November. Vote By Mail has
long been used by red and blue states,
and is secure and readily audited. As a
CPA and father of a computer science
professor, lfeel Vote By Mail is the most
secure, easily understood and convenient

True

True

a5/26/2020 08:40 PM Mr John Heafield lT9SkyviewCircle, Asheville,NC28804 True
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Hillary Dimig

Ms Simone Dewey

MR Jeffrey Paine

Dr. WendyEdds

1'l5MontroseCt., Youngsville, NC27596 True

way to vole. Further, as voters have the
ability to research candidates at home
with the ballot, they will not frnd
themselves at a loss as to how to vote
down ballot for minor offrces, as is often
the case in the voting booth. My sister in
Seattle says no witnesses are required for
WA ballots. lt would be best if NC could
do [ikewise, especially so single people
would not have to risk exposure to
coronavirus to g€t a witness.

We all know voting is essential in a
democratically lead government. We all
know in our heart of hearts that as
citizens we should make voting as easy
and accessible as possible. Yet in the
short time I've been legally able to vote
(l'm a young adult), I've seen obvious
attempts to misrepresent the people of
North Carolina via gerrymandering,
requiring specific - racially motivated - lDs
to vote, making it more difficult for
studenls to vole, and an attempt at
moving judicial positions from elected to
appointed. Young people see through il,
and many of us vote accordingly. I support
thrs bill and its spirit of making it easier
for everyone to vote, especially when
many people don't feel safe voting in
person. I believe posiage-paid envelopes
should be added to the bill. lf postage is
prepaid, many more ballots would be
returned to the BOE. I also believe no one
should have lo pay, or leave their houses
during a pandemic to buy stamps, in order
to vole.

I support House Bill 1 1 69 Elections 2020

I am 67 years old and have a
compromised immune system and may
very well need to vote by mail this year. I

want my voice to be heard but cannot risk
my health by being forced to stand in long
lines next to people who may very well be
lnfected with COVID{9.

I appreciate that House Bill 1 1 69 reduces
voteby-mail witness requirements to one
and enables online submission to request
for an absentee ballot, but no voter lD
should be required, the mail-in and online
deadlines for voter registration should be
exlended, counties should have the
flexibility to make their own early voting
schedules that besl serve their comunites
to insure safe in-person voting, and pr+
paid envelops should be provided for mail
in ballots to limit lhe barriers for
conslituenls to vote.

As a life long resident of NC, at 69 years of
age, I strongly support the idea of voting
by mail. With the CoVID-'I9 pandemic my
wife and i are being very careful about
public gatherings. Standing in line to vote
is very concerning. Many folks are not
honoring social distancing or wearing
masks. The legislature has time to begin
bipartisan work 10 ensure a safe and

6415 Chanlry Gt, Durham, NC 27703

1015 Watts Street, Durham, NC 27701

True

True

2721 Sevier St, Durham, NC 27705 True

05/26/2020 08:50 PM Douglas Veazey 103 La Bellevue St., Morganton, NC 28655 True



Answer to QuestionNameDate S CommentsAddress

05/2612020 08:50 PM

osl?61202008:51 PM

05/26/202008:5'l PM

05/26/202008:51 PM

0512612020 O852 PM

05/26/2020 08:54 PM

Ms. Martha Davis

Mr Gary Wilkins

Mrs Janet Lamb

Russ Holcomb

Mr. and Mrs. Susan and Dan Kincaid

Kathleen Jewell

3400OxbowCourt, Mafthews,NC28105 True

2035 Buffalo Rd, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046 True

1008 Blackwood Mountain Road, Chapel True
Hill, Nc 27516

7405 Leapale lane, Durham, North
Carolina 27713

True

1 84 Benhurst Court, Hendersonville, NC

28791
True

5 Fayetteville St E, Wrighlsville Beach, NC True
28480-1 886

secure and easier method for voting.
None of us can predict what the virus
slatus will be in November but experts say
that a vaccine is almost a year away. We
do not have 2 witnesses to sign ballot or
have it notarized so please don't make the
process too cumbersome. Thank you.
Doug Veazey

Vote by postage free mail in ballots
should be available to any voter,
particularly in a pandemtc !

I do not support this; and additionally I

support voter lD requirements which
citizens of NC voled in a majority vote to
approve. Require lD to vote and secure our
elections.

We need absentee ballots as an option in
the fall. A voting age member of my
household has a compromised immune
system. We are doing all we can to keep
him safe. My parents and all others living
in retirement communities may also need
absentee ballots as an option in
November. we need to be prepared for
whatever comes our way (virus?) this
November. All votes must be counted.

I am a 55 year old with bone cancer and
no complete immune system after a stem
celltransplant. Voting from homewould
be beneficial 10 my health.

My husband and I are in our 70's as well
as most of our friends. We are all
frightened to risk our lives to vote in
person. North Carolina must do everything
possible to expand safe voter registration.
EXTEND THE 25day LIMIT AND ALLOW
ONLINE REGISTRATION. Broaden more
access points for mail-in voting requests
to by extending mail-in and online
deadlines. Broaden access points for
mail-in voting requests by allowing voters
to use HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a

utility bill, bank statemenl or paycheck).
Give back to counties the flexibility to
make Early Voting plans that best serve
their communilies and expand safe in-'

person voting. There must be contactless
ballot drop boxes. Timelines for early
voting and in-person voting must be as
long as possible and you must retain the
requiremenl for only ONE WITNESS, NoT
TWO. EVERY ELIGIELE CITIZEN SHOULD

GET AN ABSENTEE BALLOT BY MAII. FAX,

EMAIL OR ONLINE, WE STRONGLY

OPPOSE THE VOTER ID REQUIREMENT,

THAT IS VOTER SUPPRESSION!!!

I am writing in favor of Nc House Bill 1 169
in order to allow for greater facility in

using the absentee ballol for voting. This
would make voting safer for at risk voters
and make it easier for individuals in
congregale living arrangements (such as
seniorhousing/assisled living) to
participate.

Please consider bill to ensure safer and
05126/202008:57 PM Stacy Hovey 305MonlclairWay, ChapelHill,Nc27516 True



Dale Submitted Name Address Answer to Question Comments

05/26/202008:57 PM

05/26/2020 09:01 PM

05/26/202009:01 PM

05/26/2020 09:01 PM

05/26/2020 09:04PM

05/2612020 09:04PM

05/26/202009:07 PM

/-.\

Mrs. Sadie Graham

Dr Andrew D. Scrimgeour

Professor Kevin Mcllvoy

Calherine Redick

Mr. Vivian Moore

Dr. James Graham

2788 Trident Ct. SE, Soulhport, NC 2846-t True

610GravelBrookCourt, Cary,NC27519 True

309 Old Farm School Rd., Ashevillg NC
28805

True

2910welcomedr, Durham,NC27705 True

4442RivershoreDr., NewBern,NC28560 True

2TSSTridentCourtSE, Sodhport,N.C. True
28461

120 Haywood Dt Advance, Nc 27006 True

more accessible voting due to Covid

I am supportive and very much interested
in having this bill passed......l am 71 years
old, a senior citizen, who needs to be able
to vote in an environment that does not
put my health at risk. This bill would make
voting safer and more accessible in NC
amid the COVID-l9 pandemic.

I support the efforls to make mail
balloting easier. lt is allthe more
important given the ongoing threat of the
pandemic and the threats of being in
public places and where lots of people
have touched the same ilems as you, as in
a voting booth. Thankyou.

I ask the committee to pass House Bill
1-169. Let's keep voiing - the single most
essential action of participants in a true
democracy - sacred. AND simple.

Voling is our constitutional righl and
should be withorrt barriers or risks. lD
cards which may be impossible to obtain
during the pandemic should not be
required. Voling should be manageable
without risk to health. There should be no
regulations that unfairly inhibit the ability
of any citizen to vote regardless of
financial wealth, health, or proximity to
voting station. This should be a
convenient activity to encourage all
citizens to participate in our democracy.

Current voler lD requirements are
reasonable and satisfactory - the added
requirement for a photo lD is an
unnecessary and costly burden for voters,
and it has been shown to discriminale
against minority voters in particular, who
are 2.5 - 6limes more likely to lack photo
lD, compared to non-Hispanic white
voters.

The bill does not address barriers to voter
registration. lt should extend mail-in and
online deadlines for voter registration, and
provide for online registration more
generally, and not just limit it to drivers'
license and stale lD holders.

The bill needs 10 give flexibility back to the
counties to make early voting schedules
that ensure safe in-person voting.

The bill should allow the oplion of
contactless drop box returns for Absentee
Ballot Container Envelopes.

The bill should provide prepaid postage
for mail-in ballots

Very much interested and supportive of
House bill i 1 69 being passed. I am a 71
year senior citizen who needs a safe
environment in which to vote.,...onethat
will not put our health at risk.

Lets protect our poll workers by allowing
expanded maiFin and earlyvoting. lt's not

Janet Ranjitsingh



Answer to QuestionAddressNameDate S Comments

05126/202009:07 PM

05/26/202009:07 PM

O5/26/2020O9:07 PM

05/26/2020 09:09 PM

Mr Eric Everett
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38 Whites Lake Blvd, Saluda, NC 28773 True

True

1844 Mays Crossroads Rd., Louisburg,
NC 27549

True

2109WCLUBBLVq Durham,NC27705 True

every election we're in a pandemic, for
goodness sakes!l

Please support democracy. ft was what
America was founded upon. The right to
vote, where everyone is counted equally
and has equal access lo voting, should be
a fundamental right in this country. We are
all well aware thal there is almost no voler
fraud, except for the notorious case for
the GOP candidate which NC is now
known for. Please help erase that stain by
making it easiet not harder, especially in
this diffrcult time with COVID. We dont
want another Wisconsin scenario had to
risk their health to vote, Voting by mail, as
easily as possible, is lhe answer to avoid
that. ln addition, please extend voter
registration deadlines since it has been so
difficult to get people registered during the
stay-at-home guidelines. Let the counlies
have flexibility to create safe options so
long as it doesnt limil access to voting in
any way. Secure absentee ballot boxes
will also help. Thank you!

1 1 69 is bad on so many levels - but lhe
most important reason to reject this bill is
that it violates state law lhat forbids
changing election law in the middle of an
election cycle.

I am an elderly citizen who has muftiple
health issues. I live alone and seldom get
out of the house. Later this year I am
schedule to have extensive surgery which
will incapacitate me further. The surgeon
continually postponed the surgery in the
past due to the COVID-I 9 virus. I wish to
vote by mail and if allowed promises not
to commit fraud.

Nothing is more important in a democracy
lhal open access to the ballot. I am 70
years old and live with my husband and 97
year old father-in law. We all need to be
able lo vote safely in November, even if
there is a resurgence of the coronavirus at
that time.

I support HB 1 1 69 because il:
- Lowers the signature requirement on
absentee ballots so voters can vote from
home without having to find two
witnesses to sign their absentee ballot
- Makes requesting an absenlee ballot
easier by providing the option to request
an absenlee ballot by fax, email or phone
and creating an online portal to request
ballots as well
- Offers flexibility lo counties when it
comes to assigning poll workers to
address potential poll worker shortages
- Provides resources so precincts can be
sanilized, poll workers can be protected
and voters can casl a ballot safely

To provide full access to voting, HB 1 1 69
should be strengthened to include:
- Extending voter registration deadlines
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Mrs. Hope Shand

Mrs. Roseanne Rosvally

Rev Sally Johnslon

Mrs Thelma Mustafah

Lauren Parikh

Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple

Ms. Janis Ramquist

915 VirgieSt, Durham, NC 27705 True

164Amy's Place, Boone, NC 28607 True

392 stonemarker rd, Mooresvilte, NC
28117

True

109 Hurston Way, Greensboro, NC27405 True

306EMillbrookRd, Raleigh,NC27609 True

1 104 Watts St, Durham, NC 27701 True

2208 Oxford Hills Dr, Raleiqh, NC 27608 True

- Giving flexibility backto counties when
creating early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
- Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters. I want 10 be sure my
ballot is received and counted.

Please. I urge you io support voting by
mail for ALL citizens of North Carolina. I

do not want to choose between my heahh
and my ability to vote safely in 2020.
Voting by mail is a very good option for all
Norlh Carolinians. Thank you for your
consideration.
Sincerely,
Hope Shand

Please do all that you can 10 make voting
safe and accessible during the Covid-1 9
pandemic. I was appalled when I saw
what happened in Wisconsin (l have
family there!), and don't want to see that
happen here in North Carolina. No one
should have to put lheir health in jeopardy
to participale in our democracy.

I am writing in support of NC legislators
addressing the opportunities to expand
and enhance voling by mail in 2020.
There is no evidence that voting by mail
creates greater risk in our elections. ln
fact,justthe opposite. lt would expand
the franchise and ensure more
participation in our democracy. Senior
citizens like myself are wary about the
effecls ofthe COV|Dl9 epidemic on our
ability to vote safely. I have friends who
have been loyal poll workers over the
years who are concerned aboul their own
ability to volunteer this fall, especially if
there is a second wave ofvirus. Please,
let's make NC a shining example of
citizens for a responsive and responsible
democracy!

Please pass bill 1 1 69.

I am the mother of two small children and
cannot afford to get sick and not be able
to care for them. I need a safe way to vote
where I will not expose myself and my
family.

House Bill 1169 is a thoughtful,fair minded
way to ensure fair and accessible
elections in November. Please support
HouseBill1169.

Public shall be notified ofthe date/time of
all pre€lection acceptance and logic &
accuracy testing of voting equipment.
Pubfic shall be allowed to observe testing
and receive copies of test plans, test
reports and log files of all preelection
testing.

All boxes of ballots and precinct scanner
(usb) removable media picked up by the
chiefjudge prior to the election shall have
serial numbered tamper evident seals
affixed to them. Serial numbered tamper
evident seals shall be verified and



Answer to QuestionAddressName CommenlsDate
recorded by a bi-partisan precinct team at
preelection pick-up of election materials,
again at the precinct on the morning of the
election prior to polls opening, and again
as part of poll closing procedures.

Precinct chiefjudges shall bool up
precinct scanners and print zero tapes no
earlier than 30 minutes prior to the start of
the polls opening. Boot up and zero tape
printing procedures shall be conducted in
the presence of a bi-partisan team of
precincl judges.

The chiefjudge and a bipartisan team of
precinct iudges shall verify the placement
of lamper evident seals and document the
serial number ofthe precinct scanner's
removable media cartridge(s) (usb) prior
to boot up of the precinct scanner(s) and
again prior to printing the totals tape at
the close of polls.

when ballols are removed from the
precinct scanner bin, they shall be
immediately placed in a conlainer and a
serial numbered tamper evident seal shall
be signed, affrxed to the container; the
serial number logged into chain-of-
custody records by a bi-partisan ieam
consisting of the chief judge and two
precinct judges.

The chiefjudge shall publicly post a
precinct poll tape at the close of polls
(currently this is optional). The entke poll
tape(s) shall be publicly viewable from
outside of the precinct polling location for
at least 24 hours (outward facing
window). At the county BOE on eleclion
night the public shall be allowed to view
and document totals of any precinct poll

tapes that were not posted at the close of
polls at a precinct.

Early voting tape totals and absentee
ballot lape totals shall nol be totaled and
prinled until the close of polls on election
night.

There shall be bi-partisan chain of custody
of all election materials transported back
to the county on election night. For
counties that bring election materials to
transport vans throughout the county, they
must sign over materials to anoiher bi-
partisan team who will transport the
ma.terials to the BOE-

The public shall be allowed to observe
eleclion materials being returned and
invenloried at the BOE. Comparison of
uploaded precinct totals to poll tapes shall
be conducted on election night in full view
of the public. This is a critical step in the
vole counting/aggregation process.

Absentee, provisional, overseas absentee,
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Dr. Zvonimir Ordanic

Diane Willis

Andrew Adams

Ms- Pamela Stevens

Rev. Mary Susan Dobyns

10740 Dunhill Tenace, Raleigh, North True
Carolina27615

411 Landerwood Ln., Chapel Hill, NC True
27517

l52BarberLoop, Mooresvi,NC28l17 True

5812DogwoodDr., Raleigh,NC27616 True

1 057 Van Hoy Avenue, Winston-Salem, True
NC27't04

1523 SedwickRd, Durham, North Carolina True
27713

military ballols, and replicated absentee
email ballots shall be approved/not
approved by the board in public view, at
which time the approved ballot envelopes
are to be opened, and ballots scanned in a
continually observable process within full
view ofthe board and public.

I would urge you to reject the HB 1 1 69
because it will make cheating and balloi
harvesiing much easier than it was beforq
such as
requesting absentee ballots by fax and
requiring only a single witness signature.
lf we are going to change election laws
sh,ruld we be thinking more about how to
prevent cheating and fraud?

I hope you will pass this important bill, HB
1169. Fair and open elections are
essential to our democracy, and making it
possible for every eligible voter to cast a
ballot is absolulely necessary. During this
pandemic time, voters should nol have to
risk their lives in order to vote by standing
in crowded lines and spaces, or being
present in areas where lots of people have
been before, touching everything and
breathing out potential germs. Therefor€,
this bill makes it possible for people to
more easily vole absentee without two
witnesses and to request a ballot by
additional means in line with our present
day technology, offers flexibility to
counties in assigning poll workers as fits
their needs, and provides resources for
proper sanitization and poll worker
protection which in turn protects our
voters. Though lhis bill does not do the
following things, these items would make
the bill much better: provide secure drop
boxes for completed absentee ballots,
allow extended time for voter registration,
and give counties additional flexibitity in
creating early voting plans. We need to
ensure that voters will feel safe in their
civic duty to votel

I strongly support voting by mail in the
upcoming eleclion. We can't predicl where
the virus will be at that timeframe and the
only option will be voting by mail. This will
also be helpful for seniors.

This law would change the current law
and secure making ballot harvesting a
racquet. How can you rely on fax
machines for detail of a photo quality.
Strangers in your own precinct, how do
you trust them, can they be from another
country and not a citizen or a registered
voter? Trust is the bottom line. You can
not trust this process to strangers, fax
machines or emails, or lrust that the
person you sent to deliver your ballot to
deliver it!!!! VOTE NO, PLEASEII!!!

I am in favor of voting by mail to assist in
protecting NC voters from vivid-1 9.

Voting by mail is a safe way for all volers'
voices lo be heard during this pandemic

Mrs. Jean Domanico
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Robert Cole

Mrs Lisa Esposito

3918wynford Dr, Durham, NC277O7 True

2508 Tonbo Trail, Wilmington, Nc 28409 True

and should be made readily available.
Voters musl feel confrdent that their vote
will be counted and not rejected because
they failed to follow instructions. All
instructions on applications and ballots
must be straightforward and easy to
understand. To avoid possible problems
with the USPS, secure drop boxes should
be used. This would help reassure volers
that their ballots will make it to the BOE.
For voters who wish to vote in person,
more early voting locations should be
opened and adequalely staffed to avoid
crowds and long lines.

Please ensure access to voter registration
by extending mail in and online deadlines,
access points for mail in voting requests
by allowing volers to use HAVA lDs 1o

access ballots (lE utility bill, bank
statement, paycheck, elc), and expand
safe in person voting so as to avoid long
lines by giving flexibility back to counties
to make Early Voting plans that besl serve
their communities! We need to make il
easier to vote, epsecially in these difficult
times of a pandemic!

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections

ln addition 10 relaxing some poll worker
recruilment requirements, reducing vote
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modesl financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 must do more to
protecl more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requesls by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe inaerson voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibilE
back to counlies to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states lhat have
unnecessarily exposed voiers to lhe
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our statet voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would



CommentsAnswer to QuestionNameDate Submitted Address

05/26/2020 O9:29 PM

05/26/2020 09:31 PM

05/26/2020 09:32 PM

05/26/2020 09:3s PM

05/26/2020 09:38 Ptvl

ms Patricia Brown
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209 landsbury drive, Durham, NC27707

7777 MonarchDr, Wilmington, NC
28411-87't0

2745Dogwood Rd, Durham, NC27705

True

True

True

expand 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters.

This matters to me because I wish to
protect my family members who are high
risk by being able to safely vote this
election year.

Thank you.

please support and pass laws allowing
vote by mail with minimal requirements

I strongly support this bill.

Please do everything possible to help
EVERYONE vote in NC who wants to. l'm a
single retired woman who lives alone who
plans to vote by mail. This bill makes it
easier to request an absentee ballol and
reduces requirement of witnesses'
signatures, However, I would likethe
option of secure absentee ballot drop
boxes. I also think extending voler
registration maximally is needed in this
time of pandemic. Thank you.

Hi Folks,

Passage of this bill is crucial to allow
people to vote safely in the coming
election. lts important to make voting by
absenlee ballot easier so that people will
have no problem with the process. This
will reduce the danger of Covid-1 9
transmission on election day.

As a retired epidemiologist with
experience in infectious disease
prevention, l'm very concerned that we will
likely be in the midst of a second wave of
Covid-1 9 infections on election day. I am
concerned because ofthe recent behavior
of many people over the Memorial Day
holiday - when many went to crowded
parties, places & events without wearing
masks and without maintaining social
distancing. n seems highly likely that
North Carolina will experience a second
wave of infection, probably involving more
cas€s in rural areas and small lowns, and
that the number of deaths in North
Carolina will be approaching 5to 10
thousand by election day. I hope I am
wrong.

Sincerely yours, David C. Sokal, MD ,

Medical Epidemiotogist (retired)

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-19 pandemic's impaci on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solulions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

5601 PelhamRd, Durham,NC27713 True

5107 Old Woods Rd, Hillsborough, NC
27278

True
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Mr. Philip Huffsmith

Ms Susan Andreatta

Eil€en Sullivan

Anu Shah

309CoxLakeRd, Stanley,NC28164 True

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requiremenls, reducing vote
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, H81 1 69 must do more lo
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voling and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voling
plans that best serve their communities.
These much-needed addilions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other slates that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our slates voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you,
Jennifer Stansell

ln additions to the provisions in the
proposed bill, l'd request the following be
included:
1) Extending voter registration deadlines
2) civinq flexibility back to couniies when
creating early voling plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
3) Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters
Thank you for including these items.

I am 78 years old and I need a way to vole
safely from home.

we need to protect the right of all citizens
to vote in a safe, fair and protected
environment.

I urge each of you to add these
amendments to tlB 1 1 69:
? No voter lD should be required
? Extend mail-in and online deadlines
for voter registration
? Give flexibility back to the counties lo
make early voting schedules that best
serve their communities to insure safe in-
person voting.
? Allow the oplion of contactless drop
box returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes.
? Provide pre-paid postage for mail in
ballots

I think it's important that you make the
process for requesting and submitting

315 W. Parris Ave., High Point, North
Carclina 27262

771 Austin Ln, Winston Salem, NC 27106

'171 High School Road , Chapel Hill, North
Carclina27514

True

True

True
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Ms. Constance Teras

Ms Elizabeth Coulter

Mary Lacombe

Ms. Gisele Crawford

Ms Karen Slewart

House Bill 1169 Annie Nelson

Mrs. Lisa Lewis

7731 Marymount Dr, Wilmington, NC
28411

True

3024 Beech ct lndian Trail, lndian Trail, NC True
28479

5601 Pelham Rd, Durham, NC 2771 3 True

2503 Vineyard St, DURHAM, NC - North
Carclina ?7707-1943

True

3239 Seven Springs Rd, Hillsborough, NC True
2727A

2l96 Villamar Dr, Leland, NC 28451

mail-in ballots simpler. There are too many
people who need this option in order to
vote. Please don't listen to wrong-headed
concerns about voter fraud and lets get
this done.

ln order to remain a democracy, voting has
to be made safer and more accessible.
There is no reason to believe it will be
safer 1o go to the polls in November than
it would be to go today, which clearly is
dangerous. Preserve the right to vote.

Members of the House. I sincerely hope
thal you will make every effort to make
voting in the 2020 election as safe as
possible. I believe that democracy works
best when more of us participate.
Therefore I expect that this body will
expand curbside voting opportunhies,
extend early voting periods to reduce
crowds on election day in very crowded
precincts AND make it very easy for
anyone to vote no-excuse absentee ballot
if lhey choose.
Our elections depend on the hard work of
our poll volunteers. Frequently, these
folks are our retired friends and neighbors
who may likely NOT feel safe to work with
large numbers of the public. Let's think
through how we can minimize crowds and
enhance safety for everyone on election
day.

Thank you for your attention to safe voting
in NC.

Dear Representatives,

Please pass this bill to make voting easier
and save lives. This bill will make
absentee balloting easier, which means
that fewer people will be voting in person,
which means less crowded polling places
and less chance of catching Covid-l 9 for
peoplewho vote on election day.

Before retiring, I was a teacher, and I

taught my students how important voting
is in a democracy. I want lo make sure
everyone can vote safely.

Sincerely yours, Mary Lacombe

Please delete the voter lD card
requirement. Let counties expand early
voting. Provide matching funds for
federal CARES Act elections support.
Address the likely poll staff shortages.

I am 70 years old and need a waylo safely
vote by mail from home. I also dont have
two other adults living in my house. l'm
glad to see a bipartisan bill will make mail
voting easier, safe and secure.

Please pass this bill to ensure voters
rights and protection.

Current voter lD requirements are
reasonable and satisfaclory - the added
requirement for a photo lD is an

3518 Racine Street, Durham, NC
27707-360A

True

True
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unnecessary and costly burden for voters,
and it has been shown to discriminate
againsl minoriiy voters in particular, who
are 2.5 - 6 times more likely lo lack photo
lD, compared to non-Hispanic white
volers. See https://
journalistsresource.orglstudies/politics/
elections/voter-pholo-idlaw+esearch/

. The bill does not address barriers to
voter registration. lt should extend mail-in
and online deadlines for voter reqistration,
and provide for online registration more
generally, and not just limil it to drivers'
license and state lD holders.

. The bill needs to give flexibility back to
lhe counties to make early voting
schedules that ensure safe in-person
voting.

. The bill should allowthe option of
contactless drop box returns for Absentee
Ballot Container Envelopes.

' The bill should provide prepaid postage
for mail-in ballots

t applaud the legislature for your work on
this bitl. lt makes great strides toward
fixing the problems that COVID-1 t has left
us. I do however have concerns aboui
some features of the bill:
* These are steps that make sense beyond
the 2020 time frame. whether or noi we
still have pandemic conditions, taking
steps to support expanded use of
absentee voting will ensure that more
registered voters can actually cast their
ballots and have them counted. Don't lel
the rules expire when the federal funding
drops.
* Expand the time period when ballots are
valid. Allow all ballots that are mailed by
election day or those that arrive within 5
days ofthe election. Extend the canvass
date to 1 5 days after election day if
necessary. We dont need to let artificial
mailing obstacles get in the way of
counting qualified voles.
* Require county boards to set up cleaning
protocols and budgel for cleaning
services. We need to keep our voting sites
willing to allow us in. Asking exhausted
precinct officials to do a deep clean at the
end of their long day is too much to ask,
especially if the average age of lhese
workers remains north of 65-
* Approve the State Board s planned
budget for supplies (such as single-use
pens) and for additional ballot prinling.
* Set up secure drop boxes in multiple
locations in each couniy for the return of
absentee ballots.
* Let county boards be flexible in
scheduling early voting. Even in a normal
year, the requirement for all county
locations to follow the same schedule and
be open from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm keeps
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Dr. Stephanre Schuttler
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Mrs. Alice (l go by my middle name
Wynne) Coleman

Ms. Naomi Skarzinski
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Dr. MichaelAccinno

Raleigh, NC 2761 2 True

3601 Manford Dr, Durham, NC 27707 True

5548 Hamstead Crossing, Raleigh, NC
27612

True

S0l5StonehamCourt, Matlhews,NC True
28105

4805 Walden Ct B, Raleigh, NC 27604

some counties from setting up the
number of early voting sites they
legilimately need. This year, with the
economic downturn of the virus, it will be
nearly impossible for some counties to
have more than one early voting site if
they have to keep them all on the same
schedule. Spreading out the time and
place for the vote is crucial to stopping
the spread of coronavirus, and many
people will choose not io vole under
crowded conditions. Surely you don't want
to suppress voting in this manner, Do you?
* Kudos for easing the in-precinct
requirements for election officials. ln
addition, we need to fund ways to get
more younger people to work the
elections. We really need not to rely on the
older people who are a pandemic's main
victims.

We expect free and fair elections in the
US, with no suppression of any qualified
voters. I thank you for the chance to
submit these comments that aim to
support such elections.

I am extremely concerned about access
for the 2020 election. I suggest making
Early Voting more flexible and allowing
counties to decide what they want to offer.
ln order to be socially distant and
convenient to more voters in my county, I

want to see more sites open for fewer/
highest-use hours. I would love to see
options for mail in voting.

PASS THE BILL TO HAVE VOTING BY
MAIL. THE MILITARY DOES IT, EXPATS
DO IT. I DO NOTWISH TO BE IN CROWDS
OF PEOPLE FOR A VERY LONG TIME,
PASS IT. ITWORKS.

How many liberties and protections is
North Carolina going give away in the
name ofthe coronavirus pandemic?
lt seems that ethics quickly evaporate
when laws are proposed to deal with an
"emergency."
HB1 1 69 changes the laws in the middle of
the game and completely wipes out the
law passed a year ago that would protect
NC from ballot harvesting.
Also, the ideal of liberty is best protected
when precinct assistants reside in their
own precincts.
These arejusttwo ofthe many problems
with this bill.
VOTE NO to HB 1 1 691

We must allow all NC residents the ability
to vote by mail during this pandemic. This
is necessary for the health and safety of
all cilizens. No citizen should have to risk
health or death to vote. MaiFin ballots are
far more secure.

This bill should not become law. lt will
undermine the integrity of the votes cast.

I live alone, and would have trouble finding
even one person to sign my ballot as a

605 W Chapel Hill Si Apt 425, Durham, NC
27701

True

True
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Mrs Christine Mckirachan

Ms, Ann Hester

Mr. John wiles

4115 Chandler Drive , Wilmington , NC True
28405

5926 Kirkpatrick Road, Charlotte NC
28211

True

5205 Langford Ter, Durham, North
Carclina 277134542

TrUe

231 8 west Club Boulevard, Durham, NC
27705

while also observing proper social
distancing requiremenls. Please consider
doing away wilh lhe witness requirement
as it is an unfair burden on voters at this
time and the risk of voter fraud is in fact
quite low.

I encourage a yes vote on this bill to make
voting by mail possible for voters to
remain safe during this pandemic.

I have several comments:

(1) lt is critical to reduce the numbet of
witnesses required for absentee ballots
from 2 to 1, as this bill provides. Many
elderly or otherwise vulnerable citizens
live in a household of only I or 2 people
and would not be able to vote if they were
required to obtain more lhan 1 witness.
My parents, for instance, are a household
of two and are in their 80's. For their
safety, they need lo socially distance from
other people. They should be able to
witness each other's ballots.

(2) To avoid voter confusion the statute
should provide for lhe return envelope for
2020 to include ihe name of one witness,
not two.

(3) in 2020, the return envelope for
absentee ballots should be postagefaid.
Vulnerable voters should not haveto go to
the post office to purchase postage in
order to vote.

(4) making an elections official criminally
liable for sending an absentee ballot to
someone who didn't request one is
unnecessary and is overkill. Their job is
going to be hard enough without making
lhem potentially answerable in criminal
court for mistakes made in what is sure to
be one of the most challenging election
seasons in history for elections offtcials.

A few things that HB1 1 69 would
accomplish lo improve our fall eleciions.

It:
Lowers the signature requirement on
absentee ballots so voters can vote from
home without having to frnd two
witnesses to sign their absentee ballot
Makes requesting an absentee ballot
easier by providing the option to request
an absenlee ballot by fax, email or phone
and creating an online portal to request
ballots as well
Offers flexibility to counties when it comes
to assigning poll workers so we can better
address potenlial poll worker shortages
Provides resources so precincts can be
sanitized, poll workers can be protecled
and voters can cast a ballot safely

"Nobody will ever deprive the American
people of the right to vote except the
American people themselves and the only

05/26/2020 10:14PM Self Linda Belans True
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way could do this is by not voting.'
Franklin D. Roosevelt. "Here, in this very
first paragraph of the Declaration, is the
assertion of the naiural right of all to the
ballot; for how can the consent of the
governed' be given if the right to vote be
denied?" - Susan B. Anthony. 'l have said
this beforg and I will say it again. The vote
is precious. lt is almost sacred. lt is the
most powerful non-violent tool we have in
a democracy." Congressman John Lewis.
The right to vote - free and easy access to
voting - is what makes America, America.
I support HB 1 1 84 1o demand fair and
safe elections in November in light of
COVID-I9. As a registered NC voter I

should be able to receive an absentee
ballot request form if I choose to vote by
mail. lf I choose to vole in person, I

shouldnt need an lD so I can move
through the process swiftly and be less
exposed to COVID-I 9. There should also
be the option for drive-through voting and
ballot drop boxes. NC elected officials
took an oath to support lhe Constitution
of the United States which means
protecting us and keeping us safe in a free
Democracy. Other states are taking action
to make il safe, quick, and easy to vote.
It's time for NC to do the same. lts the
American thing to do. The patriotic ihing
to do. Vote for HR 1'184.

I encourage a yes vote on this bill
regarding voting by mail. Democracy is
vital even during a pandemic.

Please please please vote NO on this bill!!!

Y'all are well aware of the constitutionally
valid reasons to make voting easier - as
proposed by Common Cause NC. There
are no constitulionally valid reasons to
maintain the status quo which seeks, in
one way or the other, lo suppress the
exercise and keep certain vulnerable
populations from participating in the one
act that is .the fundamental marker of
democracy.

The provisions in this Bill will ensure the
elderly and other high risk populations will
be granted their right to vote and have a
voice to safely participate in all upcoming
elections. lt is essential to ensure a level
playing field democratic process.

I support approval of House Bill 1 1 69 se
we can vote safely in such uncertain
times. I am 65 years old and I want to
vote. I believe the state need lo make sure
that I can vote without endangering my
health.
Thank you.

I am glad to see the NCGA take a lot of
action to help make voting safer given the
COVID-19 pandemic. I would like to see a
section oflhe bill designale funding for
prepaid postage on absentee ballots,
making it more convenient for voters to

Ellen McBride
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mail their ballots since mighi be more
challenging to obtain postage at this time.
It would also be very helpful to have an
online portal where I can check on the
status of my absentee batlot request in
addition to being able to call my local
Board of Elections to check on the status
of my request. Also, I think it is important
to give county BOES as much flexibility as
possible when designing Early Voting
schedules since the scheduling needs of
voters likely differ across NC.

Please help us stay well and make sure
we can vote withoutjeopardizing our
health.
No voter lD should be required.
Extend maiFin and online deadlines for
voter registration.
Give flexibility back to the counties to
make early voting schedules that best
serve their communilies to insure safe in-
person voting.

Ptease make voting easier in this time of
crisis by making absentee and early voting
lhe easiest for voters.

Please vote yes on this bill. Allowing all
Americans to vole more easily should be a
goal in this stale and in all olhers - to
preserve and strengthen our democracy.

lf we want to preserve democracythen we
most do everything necessary to make
sure those who want to vote can do so.

As a North Carolina resident in a hiqh+isk
category owing to my age, I am urging you
to pass HB 1 1 69. Dropping lhe witness
requirement to one person will make it
easier for both me and my husband to
vote without leaving our home. Citizens
should be able 1o request absentee ballots
by email, mail, or telephone. The requests
need to be trackable & as easy as
possible.
For many years, I worked as a poll workel
but I would consider it too risky underthe
present circumstances. We need to
prepare for adequate sanitation at polling
places and adequate protection of worker
and voters. Because people in my age
group are less likely to volunteer at the
polls, we are going to need to entice
younger people: adequate pay would be a
good thing. I never did the work for the
money, thal's for sure! ln addition,
because we may well have fewer
volunteers, I think we need lo give
counties some flexibility in the creation of
eady voting plans.

Finally, since I am planning to vote
absentee, I would love to be sure lhat my
ballot is received. A tracking system or
secure drop boxes would be ways lo do
this. I think it is impractical to expect
volers to go to the posl offrce and pay for
signatureguarantee on lheir ballots so
that they can be sure it has been
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delivered. I also think it is imperative that
the ballots are already postage paid when
the voters receive them. 11 is too much to
ask people to go out and get stamps.
Voting should be as easy as possible with
no barriers, if we want to continue to call
ourselves a democracy.

Please do more to ensure safe elections:
allow more access to voter registration by
extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broaden access poinls for mail-in voting
requesls by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (like a utility bill,
bank statement or paycheck), and
expand safe in-person voting and avoid
long lines by giving flexibility back to
counties to make Eady Voting plans that
best serve their communities.

We have fought for many years againsi
requiring voters to show an lD when
voting. I am concerned thal the legislature
is using the COVID-I 9 crisis to bring back
voter l'd. House Bill 1 1 69 should be about
improving access to voting for all voters.
Voter I D does the opposite in its present
form. Voter I D needs to be removed from
the bitl.

I am very concerned about the challenges
our current pandemic presents for the
November election.

1) Because the average age of poll
workers is 70 yo, we need to take
immediate measures to insure that there
will be enough people available to staff
our polling locations. Regulatory
restrictions must be eased. The
requirement that poll workers need to live
in their precincts allows for no flexibility.
Some precincts include many residents at
high risk for COV|D.]9. How will they be
staffed in Novembef

2) Experts estimate a 1 0 fold increase in
voters opting to vote by mail. our Boards
of Election have no capacity lo handle thal
increased volume of absenlee ballots
cast. They need additional resources to
manage the load and they need it right
now so there is time to gear up for
November.

I am especially concerned that local BOEs
wrll not have the flexibility to determine
the hours they feel best accommodates
the needs of their communilies. HB 1 169
needs to be amended to fix this.

Addressing Voter lD which has been
currenlly blocked by the courts will only
cause confusion for NC Voters - already
challenged by changes due to COVID.

With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-l9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, House Bill 1 1 69 must provide
addiiional common sense solutions to

05/26/2020 1 0:39 PM Juliana Deitch 1 009 Golf St A, Durham , NC 27705 True
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make il easier for all voters to cast a ballot
at home or in-person in the upcoming
2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requiremenls, reducing vole-
by-mail wilness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release crilical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 l 69 must do more to
protect more voters. That includes things
like:

-allowing more access to voter
registration by extending mail-in and
online deadlineg
-broadening access poinls for mail-in
voling requesls by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
governmeni-issued lD),
-and expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counlies to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities.

These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed volers to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching fall election.

Thank you,
Juliana Deitch

Fair and easy access to voting is every
American's right and should not be
hindered by political bias or fear.

I support the improvements set out in
House Bill 1 1 69, especiallythings that
would facilitate the acquisition of an
absentee ballot and using that ballot to
vote. This is essential particularly during
lhis time of the coronavirus pandemic
when voters should not have to risk their
health and/or life to exercise their right to
vote. I would also liketo see some secure
repositories sel up in which absentee
ballots could be placed, ensuring safe and
honest election results. Funds should
also be appropriated for sanitation of
polling places and protection of poll
workers and those voters who choose to
vole in person. Thank you.

Late on the night of January 1 this year,

my husband suffered a heart attack and
sudden cardiac arrest. Two days later, he
underwenl open heart surgery. As I have
watched him recover from this terrifying
incident and enterd into lock down due to
the Corona virus, Covid-19, we understand
that he is in lhe category of vulnerable
citizens. Because of this, we have made a
decision to protect him to the best of our
abilities, observing distancing protocols,
etc. I have strong concerns that, as the
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election draws near during the cooler fall
months, this vhus will make its presence
known and I worrythat distancing
protocols would be hard to enforce during
long waits at our polling site. There is very
linle evidence that absentee/mail in voting
is a breeding ground for fraud, and as a
result, I would like you to strongly consider
passing the Election Relief Bill, HB 1 1 69.
With so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-I9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.
Thank you for your consideration,
Jennifer Chaffman

This bill must pass to help make NC
elections SAFE and FAIR

I am 66 years old and married to a cancer
survivor with an immune deficiency. I

want to be very cautious about exposing
her to the deadly Covid Virus.
I would like to have a mail in ballot
available to me before the election in
Novernber and to know there is a ballot
box in our community where a vote can be
submitted and counted. lbelievethis is an
option everyone should have available
with the high likelihood that the fall flu
season could bring another round ofthe
Covid virus.

Please allow people to safely and securely
exercise their constitutional rights to vote
by allowing maiFin ballots. Planning early
can help ensure the complete functionalily
and security of the process. Thank you.

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:

with so many unknowns swirling around
the COVID-]9 pandemic's impact on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1 169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make it easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addilion to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requirements, reducing vot*
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match 10
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HBl 1 69 must do more to
prstect more voters. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mailin and online deadlines,
broadening access points for mail-in
voting requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or olher
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in?erson voting and
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avoiding long lines by givinq flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voiing
plans that best serve their communities.
These mucftneeded additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mislakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed volers to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state-s voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 169's basic protections for
North Carolina voiers this month?

Thank you.

Because we can't predicl what health
condilions will be like this November, I

urge you to protecl North carolina voters
by mailing all of us absentee ballots just in

case we need them to vote safely. ldeally,
these would not require postaqe to be
mailed back and would come in time for
our BOE'S to count votes in a timely
manner and monitor ballot returns, so we
do nol have a repeat of the fraud
undertaken in the 20'l 8 and prior
elections.

HB1 l69 | supportthis.

I am concerned that this bill adds Voter lD
Requirements No voter lD should be
required. lnstead we shoul extend mail-in
and online deadlines for voter registration
so thal people have more time . We are a
big State with lots of counties that are
very different, so flexibility should be
given back to lhe counlies to make early
voting schedulesthat best servetheir
communities to insure safe in-person
voling. During the pandemic, the option
of contactless drop boxes is essential as
well as pre-paid postage for mail in
ballots. The goal should be to make voting
accessible with lhe lowest possible risk
lo the health of the voter

Please do not undo the strong features in
the current law designed to protect
against ballot harvesting thal will certainly
lead to fraud.

ln-person voting can be very safe to
weryone including democracy.

The "improvements" and funding in lhis
bill aren't enough, and though we'll have
to swallow them, I'll have to gag to do it.

My BFF in Pittsburgh recently sent in her
voteby-mail for the Pennsylvania primary
on June 2. As an asthmatic in her late
60's, who lives alone and is quile cautious
aboul distancing and staying home, she
was deeply relieved to automatically
receive a ballot to vote by mail. lt was first
time she'd ever voted by mail. ll was a
breeze. There were no fineprinl
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instructions. No witness or notary was
required, because there's a unique
computer code on the ballot.

That's whal we should have in this state,
this year: automatic mailing of the request
for absentee ballot to every registered
voter; no witness or notary required
(because the computer will match the
ballot with the voter rolls; no small print.

When I look at my own community and
county, I see that it it will be impossible to
reach and teach poor folks, older folks,
and folks living in densely-populated
precincts (lo name a few categories of
people who will have trouble voting this
year) how to first apply for and then follow
the fin+print instructions required to vote
by mail. Thetwo-step process is
burdensome, on top of being confusing
due to ever-changing rules. Look at the
confusion just over the lD issue-and that,
among people who are trying to keep up.

But these other folks? Well, some ofthem
will give up on voting.

Some ofthem will vole in person because
that's the only thing they can understand
how to do-and that in iurn, will potentially
endanger them as well as everybody else
working and voting in in-person precincls.

I see only lwo reasons for making it this
complicated to vote, despite it being a
time of unique emergency affecting every
soul in the state-(a) the intent to
discourage as many oflhe poor, ofthe
folks in densely populated neighborhoods,
and of the urban elderly from voting as
possible; and (b) a brutal disregard for
human lives and public safety.

Election relief bill House Bill 1169 must
provide some addilional solutions to make
h easier for all volers to cast a ballot at
home or in-person in the upcoming 2020
elections, to ensure that our citizens relain
their fundamental righlto vote withont
fear of getting sick.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitment requirements, reducing vote
by-mail witness requirements to onq and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HBl 1 69 must do even more
to protect N.C. voters. This includes things
like:
- allowing more access to voier
registralion by extending mail-in and
online deadlines,
- removal of any photo lD requirements for
voting, especially given the current
injunction issued by the federal court
- allowing voters to use HAVA lDs io
access ballots (like a ulitity bill, bank
statemenl or paychecK or other
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government-issued lD),
- giving flexibility back to counties to make
Early Voting plans lhat best serve their
communities which should result in
people being able to avoid long lines and
therefore expand safe in-person voting
- require the onewitness requirement be
clearly indicaled on the Absentee Ballot
Container Envelope
- allow the option of contactless drop box
returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes

Let's have North Carolina show thal we're
invested in keeping our state's voters safe
during the 2020 eleclions

I support this bill because it enhances the
ability of Americans to exercise their righl
to Vote ,

We must have fair and safe elections .

HB1 169 would help make sure this goal is
met. lt would be helpful to include:
-Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes
€xlend voter registration deadline
During this very trying time we need to
insure fair and safe Elections , the
foundation of our democracy!

I support th6 deletion of th6 requirement
of lwo signalures on th6 mail in ballots. lt
causes an undue burden on voters
especially du ring this time of th6
coronavirus crisis.

With so many unknowns swirling around
the covlD-19 pandemic's impacl on our
elections, election relief bill House Bill
1169 must provide additional common
sense solutions to make il easier for all
voters to cast a ballot at home or in-
person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some poll worker
recruitmenl requirements, reducing vote
by-mail witness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to
release critical, federal election funds to
our counlies, HBl 1 69 must do more to
protect more volers. That includes things
like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for maiFin
voting requ€sts by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that besl serve their communities.
These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mislakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
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our stale's volers safe during
approaching 2020 elections.

fast-

As a North Carolina voter, can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HBl 1693 basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

Thank you.

HB 1169 is not enough. Because of lhe
coronavirus many people would not be
able 10 go to the post oflice to purchase
stamps, so the bill should include funds
and approval to send prepaid postage
request forms and ballots. The requesl
forms should be sent to all volers in North
Carolina. There should be greatly
expanded access to curbside voting, and
make election day a holiday to enable
easier social distancing by giving more
lime for voters to go vote without having
to form lines at certain busy hours before
and after work, and to provide more space
to spread od the voting and allow soial
dislancing.

Please mail every registered voter in NC
an absentee ballot request form along
with an addresses and stamped envelope.
Also please allow a larger set of lD such
as those found in the help America vote
act 0 think that is whal it is called)

The bipartisan bill HB 1 1 69 takes some
necessary sleps to ensuring a safe and
fair election this fall. However it does not
adequately address some key areas
regarding the public health of voters and
accessibility of voting for eligible voters,
and must be improved to provide crystal
clear inslructions.

Specifically,

1) counlies should be authorized and
empowered to make Early Voting plans
thal serve their communities' health and
safety
2) online voler registralion and mail-in
voting deadlines should be extended to
give adequate time to all voters, especially
those in compromised family and health
circumslances
3) reasonable forms of identification, such
as paycheck slubs, utility bills, and bank
and credit card statemenls should be
allowed for an absentee ballot requesl
form
4) the "one-witness" requirement must be
clearly explained in the ballot and the
return envelope
5) secure, accessible, and reasonably
plentiful contactless drop boxes must be
provided to the public
6) the question of photo lDs has been
settled and has no place in legislation
directed at providing safe voting in a
COVID-19 world
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North Carolina has the opportunity to
demonstrate to the rest oflhe country
whal a responsible, safe, and fair
democratic voting process looks like. HB
1169 is a start, but in its presentform it is
nol enough. I urge ihe committee to take
these sleps to modify and improve the bill,
for the interest of all voters and their
heallh and safety.

I believe that absentee voting needs to be
as effi€ient as possible while insuring all
votes are counled.
I recommend thal the NCGA add postag+
paid envelopes to eliminate the possibility
of returned ballots due to insufficient
postage.
I recommend that the NCGA mandate
dropbox sites in each county allowing
voters to securely drop off a completed
ballot. Dropbox sites have been used in
other stales effectively.

Vote by Mail is an open door to voter fraud
in NC. lfthe 9th Congressional District
Race fiasco has taught us anything, it has
taught us lhal harvesting ballots - at the
door, in the mail, or any other way - does
not prolect the right to vote but deslroy
the integrity of votes casts by a majority
of voters. ln fact, this little scheme is
worse than any attempt to promote ballot
fraud that I have ever heard of!
Pandemics do alter requirements for fair
eleclions.

I urge you to vote against this bill.

This draft Act seeks to facilitate absentee
voting by mail, but has an omission that
should be considered. Gs 1 63-231 (b)(2)b
requires thal ballots received after 5 pm
on election day be postmarked by election
day. The US Postal Service does not
postmark every piece of mail within the
common understanding of a postmark.
See https://about.usps.com/handbooks/
po408/ch1-003.htm . A container return
envelope bearing stamps musl be taken
inlo a post office to be hand stamped in

order to assure a date appears on it. lf
there is a surge in Covidl9 cases in
November, voters are not going to wanl to
go inlo the post office to deposit their
ballots.
At a minimum, a ballot received ihrough
the mail by elections offrcials on the day
after the election should be counted
because the ballot would have been
mailed by eleclion day.
Another faclor to consider is what the
operations at the US Post Office will be if
il does not receive sufficient funding to
operate at present levels. Which
envelopes will they be postmarking with a
date? How prompt will be deliveries?

Under the present law some validly mailed
absentee ballots will not be counted that
should be. The public may not be aware of
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the Post Office rules with respect to
metered mail and "local" postmarks. A
.tremendous educalional effort will be
required if the current statute is
unchanged, and even if the Post Office's
curreni practices are unchanged.

The bill under consideralion is'lN
RESPONSE TO THE CORONA VIRUS
PANDEMIC'and should not include Votet
ldentification since this has nothing to do
with the current Pandemic. The bill should
be bipartisan and passed with the
greatest haste, considering only its intent,
so all legal voters may vote safely without
fear of the coronavirus, either al the polls
AND/OR by mail.

I urge the health-related adaptive effort of
HB 1 1 69 be extended to providing local/
counly Boards of Election wiih flexibilily in
making arrangement for Early Voting sites
and hours, lo better accommodate social
distancing demands.
I urge the committee to support efforts to
secure and implement funding for paid
ballot-return containers for the general
election this November. I understand the
State Board of Elections now estimates
there will be a roughly tenfold increase in
requests for absentee ballols for this
virus-impacted voting cycle. ln order to
make processing of absentee requests
less problematic, I urge additional funding
be secured and directed to lhe local/
county election boards to accommodate
this expected demand. Likewise, I

understand there is likely to be a very
limited number of poll workers available. I

ask the committee to recommend
establishmenl of a one-time state holiday
to provide for school or public facility
space to more safely conduct the election
day work. This measure could be used to
encourage government workers to shift
from their usual duties to serve as poll
workers. Regarding the absentee ballot
process, I urge that 1 ) clear non-
conflicting instructions be offered to any
absentee ballol applicant as to what they
must do to properly vote, 2) thal in the
event thal a ballot is received at a county
election board by a date sufficiently in
advance of Eleclion Day but may have
defects in its submission thal would
disable its vote, that the voter be notified
and give opportunity to cure these
problems.
I urge the Voter lD requirements affected
by HB 1 1 69 be delayed for the remainder
of 2020, as they are subject to current
injunctions declaring these provisions
unenforceable.

I request you to vole no on house bill
1 1 69. There should be no change in the
election law. Diluting the security of each
vote by using other means besides voting
at the polling place or in limited absentee
voting is a grave problem and could

Mrs. Carol Jones l304HedgelawnWay, Raleigh, NC27615 True
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contribute to voter fraud.

Please vote NO to this bill. Our elections
need to be conducted without corruption.
Thank you.

Given the current circumstances, I would
prefer way to safely vote by mail from
home. My household has only one other
adult living in it and t would like an option
that supports this situation. l'm glad to
see a bipartisan bill will make mail voting
easier, safe and secure. Voting is the basis
of our democracy and we should be
making h widely and easily available in a
manner thal also keeps voters safe and
preserves the integrity of our elections.

It is vital that all Americans have the same
rights and means 10 a safe and fair way of
voting in order to have a real Democracy,
which we no longer have for the moment..

The bill represenls lhe minimum that
needs to be done to allow elections during
a period of pandemic to take place and
give all voters safe access lo lhe polls. lf
the bill fails, then it will be questionable
whether democracy still exists in North
Carolina.

Voting by mail is essential for safety
during a pandemic. Also it creales a paper
trail for accuracy. Please enact vote by
mail

Absentee ballot voting is needed in order
to ensure that people get a chance to
vote.

I appreciate much of what is in this bill:
reducing the witness requirement to one is
a step in the right direction, and allowing
online maiFin absentee applications is
absolutely critical. I would like 1o suggest
two additions, both based on past
experience helping voters with mail-in
absentee voting. First, please bring back
the ability to look up someone's maiFin
status online. I've helped mulliple voters
troubleshoot issues receiving lheir ballot
using the Voter lookup tool on the NCSBE
web sile. Let's bring that back. Second,
let's provide "Business Reply" poslage-
paid envelopes for returning completed
ballols. We would only have to pay for
lhose ballots that are relurned, and then
only the ballots that are mailed wilhout a
stamp. I believe that a significanl number
of our citizens would provide their own
stamp if reminded, and our "Business
Reply" permit could cover lhe rest.

I would like this bill to ensure access to
voter registration by extending maiFin and
online deadlines; expand access points
for mailin voting requests by allowing
voters to use HAVA lDs to access ballots
(like a utility bill, bank statement or
paycheck); and expand safe in-person
voting and avoid long lines by giving
flexibility back to counties lo make Early
Voting plans thal best serve their

05/271292012:'19 AM Candace Heyman
27106
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communities.

There are a number of critical
requirements that must be satisfred
associated wilh this pandemic to make
absentee voting support a person's right
to vote includinq seniors who are
particularly affected by Covidl 9 and they
are: modification of requirement for 2
signalures - not available in my home,
notary difficult to access at lhis time, need
clear,/understandable instructions, NCGA
should recruiVtrain poll workers to replace
seniors affected by Covidl 9, increase
number of sites,/hours for early voting,
absentee ballots should include prepaid
postage and accessible drop boxes and
have online portal to request a ballot.
NCGA objective should be to facilitate
voting especially during this PANDEMIC.

Ballot-harvestinq is vote theft. The
integrity of my vote is threatened by this
scam. This bill is worthtess, designed by
crooks who want to steal elections. STOP
THE THIEVES! I swear, the Democrats are
looking more like communists with each
passing day. I will NEVER support
domestic (communists) enemies of the
Republic. You are nol statesmen, and
ceriainly nol honorable if you support this
scam.

Please allow voters to mail in ballots this
year. We are in a pandemic and many
people with health issues and those that
have to work daily or dont have
transportalion, deserve the ability to vole
this way. Further, sincethere are fewer
polling places, people deserve a way to
vote that doesnt put them al risk of
serious injury to their health and ability to
earn a living. Unintentional exposure to a
person with the coronavirus while
standing in long lines to exercise the right
to vote is bound to happen unless a way
to prevent the spread of the virus and stop
it from silently infecting innocent people is
identified before November 3rd.

Hello,

My name is Chris Telesca, and lam the
founder of Wake County Verified Voting. I

am also a member of the NC Coalition for
Verified Voting. Both are grassroots
volunteer group seeking to advance
evidencebased elections through a
transparent trackable, and publicly
verified process.

I have been involved in helping to improve
election integrity since just before the
Public Confrdence in Elections Act was
passed in 2005. I have worked over the
years 10 strengthen and protect the Act.

I have some public comments on HBl1 69
that your committee is taking up:
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1. All County Board of Elections shall
broadcast their public meetings, and lost
links to the broadcast recordings and
posled minutes on the county BOE
website so that the public may stay
informed of the public business of
elections administration.

2. Public shall be notified ofthe date/
time of all preelection acceptance and
logic & accuracy testing of voting
equipment. Public shall be allowed to
observe testing and receive copies of test
plans, tesl reports and log files of all pre-
election testing.

3. All boxes of ballols and precinct
scanner (usb) removable media picked up
by the chiefjudge prior to the election
shall have serial numbered tamper evident
seals affixed to them. Serial numbered
tamper evident seals shall be verified and
recorded by a bFpartisan precincl team at
preelection pick'up of election materials,
again at the precinct on the morning of the
election prior 1o polls opening, and again
as part of poll closing procedures.

4. Precinct chiefjudges shall boot up
precinct scanners and print zero tapes no
earlier than 30 minutes prior to the start of
the polls opening. Bool up and zero tape
printing procedures shall be conducted in
the presence of a bi-partisan team of
precinctjudges. And all zerotapes shall
be posted in a public place at the precinct
polling place immediately after they are
printed.

5. when ballots are removed from the
precinct scanner bin, they shall be
immediately placed in a container and a
serial numbered tamper evident seal shall
be signed, afftxed to the container; the
serial number logged into chain-of-
custody records by a bi-partisan team
consisting ofthe chiefjudge and two
precinctjudges.

6. The chiefjudge shall post a precinct
poll lape at the close of polls (currently
ihis is optional). The entire poll tape(s)
shall be publicly viewable from outside of
the precinct polling location for at least 24
hours (outward facing window). Atthe
county BOE on election night, the public
shall be allowed to view and document
totals of any precinct poll tapes that were
not posted at the close of polls at a
precincl.

7. Early voting tape totals and absentee
ballol tape totals shall not be totaled and
printed until the close of polls on election
night.
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8. There shall be bi-partisan chain of
custody of all election materials
transported back to the county on election
night. For counties that bring electton
materials to transport vans throughout the
county, they must sign over materials to
another bi-partisan team who will
transport the materials to the BoE.

9. The public shall be allowed to observe
election malerials being returned and
inventoried at the BOE. Comparison of
uploaded precinct totals to poll lapes shall
be conducted on election night in full view
of the public. This is a critical step in the
vote counling/aggregation process.

1 0. Absentee, provisional, overseas
absentee, military ballots, and replicated
absentee email ballots shall be approved/
not approved by the board in public view
at whlch time the approved ballot
envelopes are to be opened, and ballots
scanned in a continually observable
process within full view of the board and
public.

I d like to add a few points about Absentee
By Mail/Vote By Mailthat should be added
to this bill

Olherthan when I was attending college
out of state, I never participated in
Absentee By Mail Voting. I liketo vote in
person, whether at my precinct polling
place on Election Day or at a On+Stop
Early Voting site where I can also take a
friend who mighl want to avail themselves
of Same Day Registralion at Early Voting.
I like feeding my ballot into a scanner and
seeing lhat my ballot has been counted.

I also like voting in person because I can
use the AUtoMARK ADA-compliant ballot
marking device to make human readable
marks on the same ballot most voters
hand mark. I have low-vision issues, and
the AUtoMARK is the best ADA-compliant
machine in use today. And if ES&S doesn't
start to manufacture them again, I predict
that someone else will manufacture
another device that makes human-
readable marks on a pre-printed paper
ballots * because paper ballots are the
way to go!

I also like being able to help voters when
they show up in person to vote. ln 2008 I

heard about voters being de-registered by
SDR (because of software issues not
discovered during testing and certification
that is not required of SDR and electronic
poll books) on the first day of early voting
at the mall sites not be able to get their
issues resolved by the poll workers.
These voters were unable to ask political
poll greeters for assistance because they
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were banned from the two
mall sites. Had lor any
poll greeter been there, we have
resolved the issue witho0t HOURS instead
of days, and many more voters would not
have been reregistered.

I like voting in person that much, yet I do
noi plan to vote in person in November
2020 and into the foreseeable fuiure until
there is a cure or a vaccine for COVID-1 9.
I do not have much faith in our current
state government to provide funding for
enough PPE and disinfectant for bofi our
aging poll workers or for our voters. lf we
aren't providing enough protection forfrst
responders, produce or meat faclory
workers, correction workers or prisoners, I

donl see how we are going to adequetely
protectthe poll workers. And you couldnt
get me to workthe polls as a poll greeter
if you had some 2nd amendment
advocate march around my house with
guns.

So I am going to vote with an absentee by
mail ballot. I do not know how many folks
will obtain the two signatures needed to
witnesstheABM ballol. I bank attwo
credil unions and both are closed - how
would I find a notary public?

I remember first going to vote with my
patanal grandfather - who fought in WWI
and was disabled by his war wounds, He
always voted and taught me the
importance of being a good citizen and
voting in every election. And I have voted
in every primary 2nd primary, general
election and runoff since I registered to
vote at 18. I voted in person whenever I

could, and was able to request an
Absentee By Mail ballot whenever I could
not vote in person. But I never had to vote
during a pandemic - so I hope you do not
use the pandemic as cover for raising
hurdles or barriers for others to prevent
them from voting now. You gwern by lhe
consent ofthe governed - please do not
prevent some of us from voting.

Although more is needed to address
absentee and early voting, HB1 I 69 is an
excellent preliminary step that I endorse.
NCGA should chanqe its posture to
supporting voters in a fair and equitable
manner instead of always seeking bias
and self serving advantages. H81 1 69,
here's your chance to make good better or
even excellent, few opportunities remain.

Please, Please vote AGAINST this bill!!!
We already have too much election
Fraud!!!

Our state must take even more common
sense precautions to help voters, like:
1) exlending the voter registration
deadline for the General Election lo the
last Saturday of early voting at 5 p.m, and

CommentsAnswer to QuestionNameDate S Address

05/27/202001:03 AM Ms. Bonnie Clark
28634
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provide more online voter registration
options,
2) providing mechanisms to cure
deficient absentee ballot requests and
absentee ballols and allow requests by
phone, e-mail, or online and accepting
Federal write-in ballots, and
3) establishing contactless drop boxes
for absentee-by-mail ballols.

When il comes to voting and eleciions, our
legislature has a long record of pufting
partisan games above people. While lhis
week's legislative proposals would make
for a starting point, they're also missing
critical recommendations made in recent
weeks and months by the N.C. State
Board of Elections, and both Republican
and Democratic local eleclion officials.

Elections take time to plan, they require
significant logistics, and our counties and
voters need certainty. The stakes are
really high here. The current public health
crisis has significantly dlsrupted many
aspects of our lives and our society, and
absent changes 1o our rules that would
ensure access to the ballot, the crisis will
exacerbate existing barriers for all volers.
We cannot afford to let this pandemic
negatively impact this fall's eleclions.

ln several ways, this bill facilitates third
party groups ordering absentee ballols
without the voters' knowledge. Whether by
faxing requests, by emailing requests, by
ordering ballots on your (proposed)
website through a VPN, by eliminating the
two-witness rule, or by allowing more
people to handdeliver absentee ballots
from nursing homes, this honible bill
would legalize larqescale ballot
harvesting. Even if an unwitling voter
discovers the ballot in their mailbox before
it can be stolen, they would get a visit
from a Texas-style 'politiquera, who
ordered it in the first place. Then, the voter
would be intimidated out of their ballol. ln
case they cant make iheir quole, this
disgusting law would also allow by a
majority of complete slrangers to control
any targeted precinct on Election Day.
Think of it Jrist over a year ago, your
Legislature passed effeciive reform by a
1 60 to 1 margin. Since that law actually
made it harder for enterpriseJevel ballot
harvesting, the Democrats started filing
lawsuils. DONT BACK DOWN! Wisconsin
showed the nation that (as long as you
don\ weaken the law yourselves) the
Federal courts will stop the state courts
from unilaterally gutting election-security
laws during the federal election cycle. The
people who elected you to a maiority
expect you to fight instead of caving to
threats of more lawsuits. And, bythe wa,
if you DO fight you will ultimalely win- lf
you're too tired to fight, then please resign
now and let your local party committee
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replace you with someone who lS willing
to protect us from California-style tyranny-

I support HBl 1 69 and would even like it to
go further to ensure fair and widespread
access to voting. Additions such as post-
paid envelopes or secure drop boxes
would help to increase the response.. And
in the future, sending ballot applications to
every registered voter makes sense.

I applaud the Bill's effort to eslabtish and
fund an online portal for submission of
Absentee Ballot requests. lt would seem
prudent to establish a dale from which
this portal will be operating in order to
handle the expected 1 0 fold increase in
requests. July 4th would be an
appropriate target to deliver this system.

ln line with establishing the portal, please
consider amendment to restore the
availability to the public of the records of
ballols requested/ballots senVballots
returned. While the intention of prior
changes in lhe law around this data was
well intentioned to stop abuses, it is a
disservice to the public that this
information is no longer available to
political parties and candidates who will
need to know this information aboul their
voters. This is especiallytrue in an
election where 40% or more of ballots will
be cast by absentee ballol. Daylight on
this information will serve us well under
lhese conditions.

Finally, I hope consideration will be given

to the lhought that our Military who are
voting by Absentee ballot need only assert
their right to vole by the act of completing
and submitting their ballots, free of any
need for witnesses or notary, and that
Civilians deserve the same respect in
exercising their rights with no requirement
beyond their assertion of identity and
eligibility to vote as they would make in
person.

Thank you for addressing our needs. They
are urgent, and efforts to protect our
eleclion need to be put in molion as soon
as possible to avoid the catastrophes we
have seen in Primary voting during this
pandemic.

Vote no on this bill!

Hello,

I am writing to express my concern for a
safe, free eleclion for everyone. We
should not have to stand in line in person
and possibly contactthe virus just so we
can exercise our rightto vote! Our heahh/
safetycomes first! I feel the NCGA is
refusing to push for maiFin voting
because your political party is afraid 10

lose. lronically, more Republicans use

55'I6 DOEMONTDR, APEX, NC
27539-8641

Raleigh, North Carolina 2761 5

True

True
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mail-ih voting (absentee) than Democrats
during most, normal elections. ln fact
Donald Trump usually votes by mail yet,
Democrats are not allowed to vote my
mail. Typical hypocrisy from Trump & the
Republican Party!

We do not want to have the same fate as
W in lerms of voters becoming exposed
lo COVlli 9 & testing positive. The
number of cases could very well increase
once we start to reopen the economy
further. lt's possible the virus will come
back with a vengance during the falll
winter along wilh the influenza virus. lf
voters become illldie because you all don't
allow for mail-in voting then you will be
held accountable/responsible for people's
illnesses/dedth!

Thank you for your time.

Please allow those who wish to vote and
do not want to expose themselves 10
possible infection to vote easily via mail

A few things that HB1 1 69 would
accomplish thal I'm in very strong support
of are the following:
- Lowering the signature requirement on
absentee ballots so voters can vote from
home without having to find two
witnesses to sign thek ballot
- Make requesting an absenlee ballot
easier by providing the option to request
one by fat email or phone and creating an
online portal to request ballots as well
- Offering flexibility to counties when it
comes to assigning poll workers so we
can better address potential poll worker
shortages
- Providing resources so precincts can be
sanitized, poll workers can be prolected
and voters can cast a ballot in safety
during this pandemic

A few items lhat I would still like to see
included in this bill are the following:
- Extending voter registration deadlines
- Giving flexibility back to counties when
creating early voling plans to ensure we
have safe inperson voting options
- Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters

Thank you for taking these requests into
account.

Making voting by mail available and
simple for all NC residents is obviously a
simple and equitable way to handle the
problem created by the pandemic that
could lead lo chaos and catastrophe
without it.

It is critical to the continued existence of
our republic that the voting rights of
EVERY citizen be prolected and
encouraged.

',,^\.

05/271202004.55 AM Mrs Barbara Littell True
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of pandemic requires special
attention. There is no reason that voting
by mail cannot be constructed in such a
way as to minimize fraud yet encouraging
all citizens to vote.

voting rights are NOT political and any
perversion of that needs to be rejected.

It is vilal to make it easier for people to
vote safely this fall.

All possible steps must be in place to
assure that every eligible person is
guaranteed the ability to vote

We know generally, that lhe Presidential
Election tends lo attract more voters on a
consistent basis than many of our own
municipal elections. With the challenge
that COVID{ 9 presents, it is imperative
thal all citizens can exercise their right to
vote that protects both health and safely,
and the ballot.

Additionally, with the preponderance of
underlying health conditions in many
North Carolinians, we need a smart
approach to registering to vote and voting
in response to this deadly novel
coronavirus:
* more access to voter registration by
extending maiFin and online deadlines,
* broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing voters lo use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or
paycheck, or other government-issued lD),
and
* expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counties 1o make Early Voting
plans that best serve their
communities.

Let us learn from the Wisconsin Primary:
shortage of poll workers and closed
polling places led lo long lines, and over-
exposure to the coronavirus. North
Carolina does not need that. lnslitute
voting by mail for all who choose this
means to exercise their righl as citizens,
and incorporate the currenl HAVA
identification melhods of which Norih
Carolinians are accustomed. Protect
North Carolinians' right to vote through
the expansion of voter access with health
and safety 10 mitigate the risks ofthe
pandemic's impact upon the November
election.

Amina J. Turner

I am petitioning fon
- Novoter lD being required;
- Extending mail-in and online deadlines
for voter regislralion;
- Giving flexibility back to the counties to
make early voting schedules that best
serve their communities to insure safe in-

1 805 Crooked Creek Rd, Greenville, NC
27858

05127/202006:11 AM Ms. Ann Harraaoow 3l2Carlton Drive, ChapelHill,NC27516 True
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person voting;
- Allowing the option of contactless drop
box returns for Absentee Ballot Container
Envelopes and
- Providing prepaid poslage for mail in
ballots

I am worried that the idiots who refuse to
lake the pandemic seriously will cause it
to still be raging through election season,
so I want to vote by mail.
With the future so uncertain, making the
rules known now is important, as is
planning ahead to be able to comply with
all of them .Being required to find
witnesses and to pay a no.tary is onerous
and anti-democratic, doubly so while
praclicing social distancing.

Please simplify voting by mail/ absentee
ballots as simple as possible lo allow all
eligible citizens the opportunity lo vote
anc participate in our democracy.

Rushed legislation is never good
legislation. Please slow down and
communicate the possible changes to the
voters and allow additional lime to
understand and provide comment.

Please protect our voting righls, and the
rights of all citizens .

Please include options for safe and
healthy voling: vote by mail (absentee
ballots), mandated PPE at polling places.
Such measures are critical as we live in
lhis time of Covidl9. As a 73 year old
widow lwill continue isolating until we
have a proven vaccine. With several
family members who are immun+
compromised, I want them to be
positioned to exercise their right to vote
withoul concern they will get sick. lf I do
have to vole in person, I have one (1 ) N95
mask that I am saving for Nov 3. I hope I

do not have to use it.

Thank you for your attempt to address
some issues for the 2020 election but this
bill falls far short of what we need,
particularly due to the pandemic. We
need safer ways for the public to vote
including extended time on the last
Saturday, removal of both witnesses for
absentee ballots and no-touch drop boxes
for mail in ballots. Every eligible voter has
the right to a safe and fair election, and to
have their vote count.

Our democracy is under threat- first by a
serious Badly managed pandemic which
puls people at risk with in person voting
and also by a threat to close post offices.
Please act on behalf of the public trust
Protecling the vote of every memeber of
House District 36 is my primary concern.
It is my understanding that currently, the
WBOE must accept ballots even if there
are errors such as mis matched dales and
or an expired stamp from a Notary. How
can we guarantee the integrity of each

True

True

4205CityofOaksWynd, Raleigh,NC True
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434 Fearringlon Post, Pittsboro, North
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Katherine Gleason

Ms Jane Yokoyama

Ms Hona Harrington

Dr Keith Houck

731 South Boylan A Ebru, Raleigh, NC True
27603

813WelfordRd,Raleigh,NC27610 True

387PearsonDr.,Asheville,NC28801 True

1511 Bellevue, Durham,NC27705 True

9622 Collins Creek Drive, Chapel Hill, NC True
27516

with on€ random witness
there are flaws within the position of a
public notary. The IRS isnt processing
paper returns due to lack of man power.
This bill requires so much money from a
state that has been closed for months.
Now is the time to simply and clarify
by getting back to the basics, I don't
approve this bilF

Covid-19 has imperiled North Carolina
elections for many reasons. Please
protect lhe voters and election officials
from the risk of exposure by expanding
lhe ability to regisler new voters, expand
options lo make a request to receive an
absente+by-mail ballot by fax, email and
online application, make modifications to
the Ballot Conlainer Return process to
make submitting the compleled ballot
safer by removing lhe witness
requirement and allowing conlactless
drop box delivery and improved in-person
voting options through safer polling
locations.
Suzanne Botts

The sections ofthis bill that enhance
voting access - for example, the retun to
requlring only one witness for absentee
ballots and extending the time period for
requesting absentee ballots - should be
passed. However, the sections regarding
photo identificalion should be removed.
Requiring photo identification (unless said
lD is provided to all eligible voters freeof-
charge) functions as a poll tax and is
unconstitutional. Addhionally, requiring
photo identification for absentee ballols
presents a significant hardship - voters
must somehow access technology to
copy/scan/print their lD, and have no
recourse ifthat lD is deemed
unacceptable once their ballot is returned.

I support any efforts to improve safe and
secure voter turn out. I applaud the
bipartisan efforts of this bill. ln light of the
pandemic we especially need to make il
easierto use mail in ballots. The need for
one rather than two witness signatures is
important. I wish there was a way to
include secure mail in drop boxes. Thanks
so much for

Please make access to voting safe and
easy. voteby-mail will be necessary for
many of us.

We have a critical need to protect our
democratic right to vote during this
pandemic. I support HB 1169 with the
following needed changes:
Adding prepaid postageto absentee
ballots
Send absentee ballot requesl forms 1o all
NC voters
Allow felons to vole afier release from
prison-they have done their time.
Provide for increased curbside voting.
Thank you,
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Velma Timmons 8458 Carolina Lily Ln, Charlotte, NC True
28262

House Bill 1 1 69 Frank Tangari 9i36 Doublebit Drive, Raleigh, North True
Carclina27615

Ms. Rebecca Showalter 921 Watkertown Dr, Raleigh, NC 27614 True

Voting is all we have Taliana Hargreaves 2309 stroller ave, Durham, Nc 27705 True

Bryan Toney 2405 Camden Road, Greensboro, NC
274[3

True

Ms Bridget J Dunford 525 Patton Valley Dr, Nebo, MS 28761 True

Keith Houck

I live alone and dont know where I can
fi nd witnesses/nolary while practicing
social distance. I am worried about a
second wave in the fall, so making the
rules known now is imporlant for me to be
able to plan ahead and comply with all of
them

Please pass House Bill 1 1 69 to provide
necessary and publicly safer voting
options.

As we face a November election with so
many unknowns about health and safety,
it is important that we plan NOW for North
Carolinians to be able to vote safely. I

support easier access to mail in voting
requests and only one witness.
Thank you.

Voting is allwe have right now. Our lives
are at risk every day during the smallest
activities and voling is how we can enact
the changes we want as we move forward
through this pandemic. Anything to help
voting by mail and other alternative forms
to broaden voling access is integral to
maintaining democracy admits the
pandemic. Please help make voting
accesible for all North Carolinians,
especially the most vulnerable of our
communities.

Absentee voting needs to be easier in NC
and local voting officials need additional
resoutces to insure safe, accurate and
timely recording of votes received by mail.

PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO VOTE!
HB1 169 must do more to protect more
voters. That includes lhings like:

allowing more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines,
broadening access points for maiFin
voting requests by allowing volers to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a ulility
bill, bank slatement or paycheck, or other
government-issued lD), and
expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving flexibility
back to counlies to make Early Voting
plans that besl serve their communities.

These much-needed additions would give
North Carolina a better shot at avoiding
the mistakes of other states that have
unnecessarily exposed voters to the
deadly coronavirus and keep even more of
our state's voters safe during the fast-
approaching 2020 elections.

As a North Carolina votel can I count on
you to support amendments that would
expand HB1 1 69's basic protections for
North Carolina voters this month?

PLEASE REPLY

Thank you.



Answer to QuestionAddressNameDate Comments
05/271202007:14 AM

O5/27/202007:17 AM

05/2712020 07:18 AM

05127/2020 07.'20 AM

05127/202007i2O AM

05/271202007:21 AM

05/271202007:21 AM
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Tanya

Ms Bridget J Dunford

Mr Jeff Bohan

Mark Herrmann

Kathleen Rickert

Mrs Tammy Herrmann

Luisa Schmidt

Mrs. elaine willers

Asheville, Nc

525 Patton Valley Dr, Nebo, NC 28761

True

True

Voting by &a option for
NC.

Please add lhe following to HB 1 1 69:
Extending voter registration deadlines
civing flexibilily back to counlies when
crealing early voting plans to ensure we
have safe in-person voting options
Providing secure absentee ballot drop
boxes for voters

House Bill 1169 must provide additional
common sense solutions to make it easier
for all voters to cast ballots at home or in
person for the upcoming 2020 el€ctions.
HBl 1 69 must do more to protect voters.
Such as including,
allowing more access to voter
Registration by extending maiFin and on
line deadlines, broadening access poinls
for mail-in voting requests by allowing
volers to use HAVA lDs lo access
ballots( like a utitity bill, bank statement or
paycheck or other government-issued lD),
and expanding safe in-person voting-
And avoiding long lines by giving flexibilily
back to counties to make Early Voling
plans that best serve their communities.
The committee must go the extra mile 1o
protect all North Carolina volers.
Can I count on you to support
amendments that would expand HBl 1 69s
basic protections for North Carolina
voters?
Thank you

We need to have voting by mail. Plain and
simple. Do not allow Republicans to
suppress my vote!

I am as a NC resident in support of HB
1 169, during this time it is vastly
importanl to allow people lo exercise their
right vote in a waythey are comfortable
with, for many this may be through
absentee ballots.

I fully support sending all NC residents an
absentee ballot in the face of the
coronavirus stay at home orders and to
help miligate the spread of the virus. I

have an autoimmune disease and having
an absenlee ballot would benefit me. I

worry about older Norih Carolinians and
poll workers.

I disagree with shifting to all-mail
elections and sending ballots to voters
who did not request to vote.

Dear Friends, Please vote no on House
Bill 1 l 69 so that we can have confidence
in honest and true elections. Sincerely,
elaine willers

House Committee members, please allow
the mosl open (but secure) voting
opportunities foi all voters in this election
in light of Covid-19, thal is- remole virtual,
absentee, or olher accommodations as
your committee deems fit after debate. I

believe the democratic voting process
calls for all citizens to be able to vote in

900 Teague Rd, Winston-Salem, NC
27107

True

2-l-13 e 5th st, Charlotte, Nc 28204 True

2709 Legion Avenue, Durham, NC 2Zl07 True

21 13 E sth Street, Charlotte, NC 28204 True

3369 Brucemont Dr, Wilminglon, NC True
28495

1509 Barley Place, Raleigh, NC
2761 5-3503

TrUe

051?7/202007:28 AM Mr Mark Rader 5716 Old Pearce Rd, Wake Forest NC
27587-9674

True
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Alfred Saupe

M's. Eileen McConville

Stephanie Brown

Gwendolyn Erickson

19SocoSlreet, Asheville,NC28801 True

101 Hilltop Lan€, Hampstead, NC 28443 True

1 11 Trawick Place , Durham, NC
27712-1016

True

604 Courtland Street Greensboro, NC
27401

True

428 Sunset Drive, Asheville, North
Carolina 28804

this irnportant election
most refreshing lo see

be

compromise and consideration of this
issue for the greatest good for the
greatest number of citizens. Thank you
for your time and thouglrtful consideration
of our views as cilizens.

Please do everything possible to make
voting convenient and secure during the
pandemic. People shouldn't have to
choose between their health and their
right (and civic duty) to vote. My 69 year
old wife has had pneumonia twice. She
shouldnt be required to stand in a
crowded polling place. H81169 is a step in
the right direction. Thanks.

With the continuing pandemic, the slate
must do all it can to ensure ALL North
Carolinians can vote on November 3. lf
the virus is still with us, we will have a
hard time getting poll workers who can sit
for hours and be exposed to hundreds of
people. Citizens with Cancer, Cystic
Fibrosis, COPD and olhers diseases will
NOT be able to stand in line to vote. lf
voters stand 6'apart, lines will go on for
miles. Please do all you can to provide
mail in ballots for this year and possibly
every year.

North Carolina needs vole by mail, now to
ensure free, fair and safe elections come
November. Citizens in our democracy
should not have 1o risk our lives to cast
votes in the most consequential election
of our lifetime. There will almost certainly
still be a great risk of covlDl9 in the fall;
without a vaccine, trealment, adequate
testing for active infection or serologic
testing, safety of citizens to vole cannot
be assured.

The NC House should support HB 1 1 69.

I hope this legislation is able to move
forward with wide bipartisan support. lam
glad to see email included as an option
for requesting absenlee ballots and
including appropriations to be sure their is
adequate support to elhically complete
elections in 2020 regardless of any
pandemic risks. I consider it my civic duty
to vote and go to my precinct to cast my
ballot. However, I personally have
benefttting from absentee voting options
in the past when circumstances have not
allowed for me to do so. This bill improves
upon that process to make it smoother
and more secure. lmplementing the
protocols presented in House Bill 1 1 69 is
essential for 2020. Voting must be
accessible to all eligible voters and will
not be withoLrt these measures in place.

ln regards to HBl 1 69, I am heartened to
see that most of ils provisions would help
North Carolinians to vote in 2020.
Unfortunately, it also contains provisions
that would result in fewer people voting.

05/27/202007.'28 AM

05127/70?007:29 AM

05/27/202007:31 AM

05/27/202007:33 AM

05/27/202007:35 AM Jake Quinn True
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Michelle Schofi

mrs. Catherine Schmid

HB1 169 pamela dupuis

Ms. Caitlin Metzguer

5827woodberryRd, Durham,Nc277o7 True

Section 1 0 ought to be stricken from the
bill entirely, as requirement of photo lD
would undermine lhe objective of
encouraging participation in the election.
And Section 1 1 .1.(b), instead of allowing
policymakers the ability io accommodate
community preferences, would continue a
statewide requiremeni that early voting
sites be open for 1 1-1 /2-hour days
Monday through Friday that is ineffrcient
wasteful of taxpayer money, and imposes
unreasonable burdens on election
services staff.

Thank you for the opportunity to
comment.

North Carolina needs vole by mail, now to
ensure free, fair and safe elections come
Novernber. Citizens in our democracy
should not have to risk our lives io cast
voles in the most consequential election
of our lifetime. There will almost certainly
still be a great risk of covlDl9 in lhe fall;
withoul a vaccine, treatment adequate
testing for active infection or serologic
testing, safety of citizens to vote cannot
be assured.

The NC House should support HB 1 1 69.

I think we should have mail in ballots in
the November election

Nobody should have to choose between
their health and voting.
Ptease support HB1 169.
Thank you.

I would really like to see secure dropboxes
included as a wayto return absentee
ballots. Wilh quesiions about supply chain
issues and potential USPS delays, having
a way to make sure thal completed ballols
can be returned with confirmation would
be very helpful. I also encourage you to
lower or remove the witness requiremenl
so all voters can follow health experts
advice to practice social distancing.
Please secure funding for pre-paid
envelopes for voters to use. Laslly, please
ensure that county BOEs have flexibility to
choose early voiing sites and hours. The
uniform hour mandale during an already
financially strained year will restricl voter
access. The local boards know what
works for ihem, and having the flexibilily
to choose more sites will encourage fewer
crowded lines. Voters need expansive
options to vote safely by mail or in person.

I am against the proposed photo lD
component of House Bill 1 1 69. There
should be no photo lD requiremenl to vote
in202O.
Currently the Department of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) is the only agency where
you can do online voter registration, if you
have a valid NC drivers license or DMV lD.

I am in favor of expanding voter
reqistration opportunities through

6316 Hawksbill Drive, Wilmington, NC
Catherine

19 Soco Si, asheville, NC 28801

810 Gerard St, Durham, NC 27701

139 NE 3rd Street, Oak lsland, North
Carolina 28465

True

True

True

05127/202007:41 AM Mrs. Denise Ribble True
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Mr. Kevin O'Donnell

Ms Donna Dyer

Mr Robert Hackett

Mrs. Lucille Ribble

Patti Hall

808 Ward St, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 True

1522 lmperial Dr, Durham , NC 277'12 True

1 027 Central Park Circle, Davidson, NC
28036

True

407 E oak lsland Dr, Oak lsland, NC True

True7408 Archers Creek Ct, Emerald lsle, NC
28594

of
other NC agencies.
Regarding absentee ballot request forms,
HAVA lDs should be acceptable for use in
the absentee ballot reguesl application.
Regarding Absenlee ballots you should
make sure the on*witness requirement is
clearly indicated on the Absentee Ballot
Container Envelope and allow the option
of no contact drop box returns for
Absentee Ballot Container Envelopes. (l
think SC has dropped it's witness
requirement completely because of Covid
1 9 concerns)
Give flexibility back to the courTties to
allow early voting sites to vary hours of
operation.

Please pass NC House Bill 1 1 69. This
would eliminate the requirement for two
witnesses for voter signatures as well as
facilitate the process for obtaining an
absentee ballot, including accessing one
via an online portal.

Thank you for your time and consideration
to this matter-

Sincerely,'

Kevin S O'Donnell

Please allow vote by mail! This November
is an important election for all people to
be allowed to vote on all races. l{s no
differmt from the many forms of
absentee voting and other states have
used it effectively. Don'l endanger lives
and suppress the votes of elderly and
sick. Thank you.

I urge you to pass HB 1 1 69 in order that
we all might be able to safely exercise our
democratic right to vote. I served this
country for nearly 30 years in the US Army
and defending our democracy was my
overriding reason. Please pass this bill to
honor those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice defending our form of
government.

I am against pholo lD requiremenl in HB
1169

I support HB1 1 69, especially facilitating
vote by mail. I am 67 years old and live
with my 69 year old husband in Emerald
lsle, NC. My husband and I are in
relatively good health, but still take
precautions for safety against the
coronavirus. Nol everyone does and this
causes me fear and anxiety. Wewent
fishing this weekend and I have never in
the I 6 years that I have lived here seen so
many people (forget stay at home). So
many people were defiantly ignoring
social distancing, no masks, etc. I feel
this is going to be an ugly election and I

would really like to cast my ballot from
home by mail with a stamped relurn
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05/27/202007:49 AM

05/2'l/202007:50 AM

05/271202007:52 AM
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05/27/202007:52 AM

05127/202007:52 AM

05/27/202007:53 AM

05/27/2O2OO7:54 AM

05127/202007:54 AM

05/27/202007155 AM

Dr. Carol Klein

Mr William Parvin

Mr. Gilbert Pagan

Mrs Nellie Greer

Mrs Nicole WalFParvin

paula stanley

mr. albert robert rubin

Rev David Parry

Alice Hurley

Mr Glenn Wall

Please expand this bill Jennifer Wichman

S0ScreekstoneDrive ChapelHlll,NC True
27516

91 2 Mossy Oak Drive, Fuquay-Varina , NC
27526

117 forest edge drive, Cary, Nc 27518

1865 Bud Lrpscomb Road, Willow Spring,
Nc27526

1 04 E. Maynard Ave., Durham, NC 27704

1 03 Hibiscus Ct, Apex, NC 27523 True

9'l2MossyOakDrive. Fuquay-varina, NC True
27526

301 Buena Vista Drive, Pilot Mountain, NC True
27041

205 stanton gable lane, Hillsborough, NC True
27278

1 37 Sandee Dr, Angier, NC 27501 True

20013 Bragg, chapel hill, nc 27517 True

True

True

True

True

envelope. I have stamps, but feel this may
be a hardship for many people in NC.

Whatever we can do to expand voting, we
should do.

I support the provisions of HB 1 1 69, that
will allow voting to be safer during the
pandemic. I ask for the following
additions: that Election Day be a state
holiday so that more buildings (such as
schools) be available to allow social
distancing and more people are available
to be poll workers; that curbside voting be
expanded; and that no guns are allowed
on voting premises.

Do not let this pass! This is tyranny!

Hi . i am Against this bill as it has many
provisions that an ripe for voler fraud.
Please shelve this bill, or vote it down.
Thank you.

Please do nol allow HB 1169 to pass. lt
will lead 1o many ways that voter fraud
can occur. This bill is completely
unnecessary.
Thank you

Please vote against this. This is not good
for NC!

we need stricter voter lD laws instead of
allowing ballots sent out based on email
requests or other means! Absentee ballots
are available and this bill is another clear
move by democrats to making cheating
easier! Voting times needs to be limited
instead of increased. Voter lD laws need
lo be passed..this is a disgrace!

The right to vote is essential for
democracy and I strongly support this bill,
It increases the opportunity for access to
voting for all North Carolina volers. We
face significant challenges in the years
ahead and the only opportunily available
to voters to exercise our rights is the vote.

While this bill does not contain everything
we need to do to promote fair elections, it
is a good start. we should be making it
easier to let ALL qualified voters in a way
that is simple and safe. To reject this bill
will show your disdain for the rights of
ALL North Carolinians.

I support efforts to make voting by mail
easier for the 2020 election and future
elections.

Please do NOT vote for this!

Please:

-give increased access to voter
registration by extending maiFin and
online deadlines
-broaden access points for mail-in voting
reguests by allowing voters to use HAVA
lDs to access ballots (e.9. utility bill, bank
statement, paycheck)

-expand SAFE in-person voting AND
avoid long lines! Please give flexibility
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Mrs Sybil wall

Dian Hloros

Mr William Parvin Jr

Ms Susan Casey

Mrs Jacqueline Hackett

Jennifer Osborne

'1865 bud lipscomb road, Willow spring,
Nc2759?

1 9907 River Falls Drive, Davidson, Nc
28036

True

True

back to counties to make Early Voting
plans that best serve their communities-

Thank you.

Vote No to this!!

As a senior in the Covidl 9 risk group I feel
it is important to have the option of an
absentee ballot for the 2020 election. I am
able to drive so, for me, having curb drop
off of my ballot would ensure my vote
counted. Please allow all NC voters to
participate without worry for their health.
Plan now for Nov.
Thank you

Vote No to this

HB 1 1 69 is a positive first step to address
the concerns of safg secure access to
voting to prolect voters and polling staff.
However more needs to be done.
- Allowing more access to voter
regislration by enending mail-in and
online deadlines
- Broadening access points for mail-in
voling requests by allowing voters to use
HAVA lDs to access ballots (like a utility
bill, bank statement or paycheck, or other
governmenl-issued lD)
- Expanding safe in-person voting and
avoiding long lines by giving fiexibility
back to counlies to make Early Voting
plans that besl serve their communities
- Eliminating a voter lD requirement which
has twice been struck down by the courts
for hs discriminatory intent
Thank you.

As the spouse of someone who has
served in the US Army I urge you to pass
this legislation. Voting is lhe bedrock of
our democracy and to ensure that all may
safely exercisetheir right this bill would
secure that abilily. Many have died in the
service of this country to defend that right
please honor that sacriflce.

l've worked al my Wake County polling
place for several elections, and we need
safe voting procedures to keep workers
like me and voters safe during the
November 2020 election. I worked the
March 3,2020 election, and even though I

look what we thought were reasonable
precautions al the 1ime, I still got sick with
a respiralory illness 4 days after the
election. My polling place was a small
room in a church, and we had hundreds of
volers come through. Please make sure
that adequate funding is allocated so thal
county boards of elections can set up safe
voting procedures, such as robust vote-by-
mail and earlyvoting. Eventhough l'm
young enough to not be considered "at
risk" for major complications from
Covid-l 9, I would not want to work at the
polls in November using the same system
we had in March. Too risky. lwill
probably vote by mail instead.

i06 N Reed Drive, Washington, Nc27889 True

48 Slide Rock Way, Fairview NC 28730 True

'1027 Central Park Circlg Davidson, NC
28036

True

27613 True
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Mrs Betty Parvin 106 N Reed drive, washington, Nc 27889 True

True

Vote no to this!

My name is chris Bell and I am President
ofthe North Carolina Council ofthe Blind
(NCCB). I submit these comments
regarding HB 1069 on behalf of myself
and the members oflhe organization
which I lead. I havelhree ofthe heallh
markers which the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention states might resuh
in danger to my heahh and safety should I

cofiract Covid-l9. I am obese, with a BMI
of 31, have high blood pressure even with
medication and I am 68 years of age.
Numerous members of NCCB are similarly
at serious risk of harm should they
become infected by the novel coronavirus.
Many of our members are 60 years of age
or older because the prevalence of serious
visual impairment increases significantly
with age. And diabetes is the most
common cause of blindness for persons
under the age of 65.
HB 1069 does not adequately protect our
cherished and fundamental right to voie
privately, independently and without
subjecting ourselves to the very real risk
of harm or even death regardless of
whether we vote in person or by absentee
ballot
Voting in Person

Voting machines are available at precinct
polling locations which enable a person
without sight or with low vision to mark a

ballot and submit it privately and
independently in compliance with
standards under the federal Help America
Vote Act. Two barriers temain, however,
which HB 1069 does not address. Access
to information available to the public
regarding the time and place of voting and
the availability of sample ballots are not
equally available to people who cannot
see or cannot see well enough to read
print. To overcome this limitation, HB
1 069 needs to require that all information
pertaining to voting and ballots be made
available online in a form that is readable
by screen readers. A screen reader is
software which enables online materialto
be read out loud and/or otherwise read by
people with low vision with magnification ,

high contrast or in various backgrounds
and colors to enhance readability.
The second barrier to safe, independent,
and private voting is the coronavirus
pandemic. All polling places must operate
with lhe necessary social dislancing and
voters and poll workers must always be
required to wear masks . Unfortunately,
various statutory and regulatory
requirements pertaining to voting increase
lhe likelihood of crowding at a diminished
number of polling places with reduced
hours of operation.
These shortcomings and their solutions
are fully set forth in the civil action filed by
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Margaret Teeter

Mr Harold Newton

Ms Ann Baker

Randy stanley

Mr. Kurt Liberatore

1990AcornDrive, NewBern,NC28563 True

1701 Bud Lipscomb road, Willow spring, True
Nc27592

40TLONGLEAFDR, Chapel Hill,NC27517 rrue

301 Buena Visla Drive, Pilot Mountain, NC True
27041

34PinelandSt, ChapelHill,NC27516 True

Democracy North Carolina et al. against
the state filed in the u.s. Dislrict court for
the Middle District of North Carolina on
May2\202O andwill not be repeated
here.
Voting Absentee.
The State's current absentee voting
scheme also extremely disadvantages
blind and low vision voters and requires
them to violate social distancing and risk
their health to vote absentee. . From lhe
inaccessibility of the online form for
requesting an absentee ballot, the need to
mark a printed ballot with sighted
assistance, lhe necessity of finding two
witnesses or a notary public to wihess
thevoter's balloting and the need forthe
voter to sign and return the ballot in the
mail all create difliculties to the safe
private and independent right to vote.
Fortunately, there is a solution to these
problems which we urge the State to
adopt by legislation. The States of West
Virginia, Delaware and New Jersey have
all adopted fully accessible online voting
procedures which enable a blind voter lo
requesl an absentee ballot via the lnternet,
mark the ballot independently and return it
electronically to the appropriale election
official without leaving home or requiring
the assistance of other persons.

Please expand HB1 1 69 to include
provisions that will guaraniee that every
registered voter's vote is counted. We
have had too many years of voter
suppression and laws changing in various
states. All votes matter

Vote NO to this billl

I strongly urge the committee to add
further protections for North Carolina
voters to HB 1 1 69 to increase the
likelihood of a fair election that includes
all citizens. Thank you.

lhis bill must be turned down today! what
was Grange thinking? There are 5 ways to
cheat during an election enhanced. by this
billl 3 ways to order ballots, witnesses
removed and college students meaning
the polls! do yourjob and wake up
Republicans!
NO to this bill!

House Elections and Ethics Committee
Members:
Due to the many uncertainties aboul the
COVID-19 pandemic's impact on our
elections, I requesl that House Bill 1 1 69
election relief bill be amended to provide
additional solutions to make il easier for
all voters lo safely cast a ballot at home or
in-person in the upcoming 2020 elections.

ln addition to relaxing some pollworker
recruitment requiremenls, reducing vote
by-mail wilness requirements to one, and
providing a modest financial match to

,l
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release critical, federal election funds to
our counties, HB1 1 69 should do more to
prolect more voters. That includes things
like:
- Allow more access to voter registration
by extending mail-in and online deadlines
- Broaden access to maiFin voting
requests by allowing voters to use HAVA
id's
- Expand safe, in-person voting and avoid
long lines by giving the authority back to
counties to make early voting plans lhat
besl serve their communities

These key additions would allow North
Carolina to avoid the mistakes made by
other states that have unnecessarily
exposed voters to COVID-l 9 and assure
that North Carolinians have every
opportunity to exercise their right to vote.
As a North Carolina voter, I urge you to
support amendments that would expand
H81 l 69's protections for North Carolina
voters.
Thank you.
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